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On Monday, the Leader of the House of 

Commons responded to an urgent     

question on the Government’s plan to 

tackle sexual harassment in Parliament. 

This followed recent reports of           

inappropriate behaviour in Westminster. 

The Leader of the House stated that the 

reported allegations make it clear that 

there is a vital need to provide better 

support and protection for MPs’ staff. 

She said that the House must establish a 

House-wide mediation service, comple-

mented by a code of conduct and a con-

tractually binding grievance procedure, 

available for all MPs, peers and their staff. 

Nobody who comes to work in the 

House of Commons should be subjected 

to unwanted sexual advances from those 

who are in a position of power over 

them. I believe all parties should work 

together on this issue to come up with 

an appropriate safeguarding policy for 

everyone who works in Parliament. 

There should be a proper process of in-

vestigation for all allegations. The House 

should also look at widening the scope of 

the Members’ staff helpline to include in-

dependent advice on the next steps for a 

complainant. 

This is a culture that has been ongoing 

for far too long and everyone has a re-

sponsibility to challenge and end it. This 

must now be a turning point. 

On Wednesday, MPs debated a binding motion presented 

by the Opposition to require the Government to release 

the studies it has conducted on the likely impact of Brexit 

on 58 sectors of the UK economy. 

Earlier this week, the Government finally published a list 

of the sectors covered by these studies. They include a   

viation, fisheries, construction, higher education and    

tourism. Taken together, the impact studies cover 88% of 

our economy.  

However, the Government has so far refused to release 

the impact studies or subject them to parliamentary    

scrutiny. 

I have long believed that there needs to be greater     

transparency in the Brexit process and that the            

Government should release these reports as part of that.  

I recognise that sensitive documents should not be       

published that might compromise the UK’s negotiating   

position with the EU.  

That is why the Opposition’s motion did not require     

blanket publication of the studies without further        

consideration. Instead, the motion called for the studies to 

be presented to the independent and cross-party Brexit 

Select Committee which would then decide when and in 

what form to publish them. 

The Government did not oppose the motion on     

Wednesday and it passed unanimously.  

This is a victory for Parliament and for democracy, and the 

Government cannot ignore this binding decision by the 

House of Commons. It must now urgently set a date for 

when the papers will be released to the Brexit Select 

Committee. 

 



On Monday, the Foreign Secretary made a      

statement on the Balfour declaration and its    

legacy today. 

The declaration, made by the then Foreign     

Secretary Arthur Balfour on 2 November 1917, 

expressed the British Government’s support for 

the establishment of a national home for the 

Jewish people and paved the way for the         

creation of the state of Israel. My colleague the 

Shadow Foreign Secretary expressed the        

Opposition’s continued support for the state of 

Israel and joined the Foreign Secretary in     

commemorating this historic anniversary. 

It is right that on the centenary of the Balfour 

declaration we acknowledge the successes of 

Israel. However, I believe we must also 

acknowledge that the caveat in Balfour’s letter 

that “nothing shall be done which may prejudice 

the civil and religious rights of existing           

non-Jewish communities in Palestine” remains 

unfulfilled. As we rightly reflect on the last 100 

years we also have a duty to look towards the 

future and to the next generation of Israelis and 

Palestinians.  

Unfortunately, the people of Israel remain at 

daily risk of random acts of terror. The          

displacement of Palestinian people continues, 

and the pace of settlement building has          

increased over the last few years.  

The Foreign Secretary expressed the            

Government’s view that the only way of bringing 

peace is through a two-state solution – a secure 

Israel alongside a viable and sovereign Palestinian 

state. He said that the birth of a Palestinian state 

would benefit Israel by safeguarding its           

demographic future as a Jewish democracy and 

allow Palestinians to realise their aspirations for 

self-determination and self-government. 

Balfour Declaration 

(Government Statement) 

On Thursday, the Secretary of State for      

Northern Ireland made a statement on the       

political situation in Northern Ireland which has 

been without a properly functioning devolved 

Executive and Assembly for nine months. During 

this time, the DUP and Sinn Féin have been      

engaged in discussions to restore an inclusive, 

power-sharing Executive. 

The Secretary of State said that while progress 

had been made, no agreement had been reached. 

He stated that this meant it was now highly      

unlikely that an Executive could be in place to 

pass a budget before the end of November and 

that the Government was therefore taking steps 

to enable a budget Bill to be introduced in the 

House of Commons, in order to protect the    

delivery of public services in Northern Ireland. 

It is disappointing that ten months since the 

breakdown of the Northern Irish Executive, and 

following two elections and countless,             

increasingly meaningless deadlines, the larger 

parties in the region remain unable to agree with 

and show trust in one another. I believe the 

Government could have done more to bring 

about a resolution. The Prime Minister has      

visited Northern Ireland only once during her 15 

months in office – she could be making a much 

greater effort to resolve this problem. In          

addition, the Government must consider      

bringing in outside help on this issue.               

Independent chairs and observers have proved 

very useful in the peace process in the past. 

I will support the Government’s efforts to bring 

forward a budget for Northern Ireland.        

However, public services in the region need    

investment, not cuts. Any upcoming Bill must 

not simply introduce austerity to Northern      

Ireland, but must be done on a consultative basis 

with political parties and civil society. 

Northern Ireland Update 

(Government Statement) 

 



On Tuesday, my colleague the Shadow Culture    

Secretary asked the Government an urgent question 

following the launch of a consultation on proposed 

changes to gaming machines and social responsibility 

measures across the gambling industry.  

The amount British gamblers lose on fixed odds 

betting terminals (FOBTs) - which allow users to 

bet up to £100 every 20 seconds - has risen from 

£1 billion in 2009 to £1.8 billion in 2016.  

FOBTs are highly addictive and can cause real harm 

to individuals, their families and local communities. I 

am concerned that Britain is suffering from a hidden 

epidemic of gambling addiction. 

The Government first announced a review of     

gaming machines and social responsibility measures 

in October 2016.  

It is deeply disappointing that after a year-long     

process of delay after delay, instead of taking firm 

action and reducing the maximum stakes allowed on 

FOBTs, the Government has simply decided to hold 

another consultation.  

It is also failing to act on the proliferation of       

gambling advertising, on TV and online. 

I believe this review is a missed opportunity. The 

measures announced this week will do very little for 

those suffering from gambling addiction and for the 

millions, including hundreds of thousands of        

children, who are at risk of developing an addiction. 

I believe we should reduce the maximum stake for 

FOBTs to £2 a spin, and I would also like to see a 

ban on gambling company advertising on football 

shirts. This situation requires action now. 

Gaming Machines and      

Social Responsibility 

(Urgent Question) 

On Tuesday, the House of Commons      

considered the Finance Bill.  

I believe this Bill is a wasted opportunity. We 

needed sensible proposals on investment, fair 

taxation and increasing the UK’s         

productivity. Unfortunately, we got a Finance 

Bill that would water down workers’ rights, 

increase financial burdens on small- and     

medium-sized businesses, and exempt        

offshore trusts from any reform of non-dom 

status. 

The Government is reforming non-dom     

status so that an individual who has been    

resident in the UK for 15 of the last 20 years 

would be considered UK-domiciled for tax 

purposes.  

However, it is exempting offshore trusts 

from these reforms, effectively opening a 

new loophole. I supported an amendment 

that would have required the Government 

to undertake a review of this loophole.     

Unfortunately, the Government opposed the 

amendment and it was defeated.  

I also voted in favour of an amendment      

requiring a review of the treatment of capital 

gains on commercial property sold by UK 

taxpayers with a foreign domicile, which was, 

unfortunately, also defeated. 

We face falling wages, rising levels of          

personal debt, poor productivity, low        

investment and widespread inequality.  

The Finance Bill will not put any of that right 

and I therefore voted against it.                 

Unfortunately, it nevertheless passed Third 

Reading with the support of Government 

and Democratic Unionist Party MPs. 

Finance Bill (Report 

Stage and 3rd Reading) 

 



On Thursday, the House of Commons debated 

a Backbench motion on unaccompanied child 

refugees in Europe. 

UN figures for the first half of 2017 show that 

over 70% of the 16,500 children who arrived in 

Greece, Italy, Spain and Bulgaria were            

unaccompanied or separated children. Yet the 

Government is refusing to play a full role in 

tackling this crisis. 

This debate marked the one-year anniversary of 

the demolition of the Calais migrant camp. 

When the Calais camp was demolished, one in 

six of its inhabitants were children trying to 

reach family members. Several of those children 

have since died still trying to reach their family. I 

believe we must prevent tragic cases like these 

and the Government must ensure that where it 

is in the best interests of unaccompanied       

children they are reunited with their family in 

the UK. The Government should therefore   

provide an assurance that the Dublin III         

regulation definition of “family” will apply in the 

UK’s immigration rules after Brexit. 

Last May, Parliament passed the Dubs      

amendment to resettle a number of unaccompa-

nied children who have made it to Europe. 

However, not only has the Government said it 

will close the Dubs scheme after taking signifi-

cantly fewer children than the 3,000 that was 

widely mentioned at the time, no places have 

been filled so far this year. Indeed, around 280 

of the 480 places allocated remain unfilled. I 

cannot accept this – we must meet the obliga-

tions of the Dubs amendment and accept some 

of the most vulnerable children in the world. 

Our country has a proud tradition of honouring 

the spirit of international law and our moral    

obligations by taking our fair share of refugees. 

We must not turn our back now. 

Unaccompanied Child 

Refugees 

 

On Wednesday, the House of Commons 

debated an Opposition motion on Armed 

Forces pay. 

I believe it is vital that our Armed Forces 

and their families are properly looked after. 

Armed Forces pay was frozen between 2011 

and 2013 and increases have been capped at 

1% since 2013. As a result, Armed Forces 

pay was cut in real terms by between 3.9% 

and 6.6% depending on rank between 2010 

and 2016.  

After years of pay restraint, increases in    

National Insurance, changes in tax credits 

and increases in rental charges for those in 

service family accommodation, morale 

amongst our dedicated Forces has         

plummeted.  

The latest Armed Forces Continuous        

Attitudes Survey (AFCAS) shows that       

satisfaction with basic rate of pay and      

pension benefits are at the lowest levels   

recorded. The AFCAS also found that only 

43% of personnel would recommend joining 

the Armed Forces to others. 

We need to ensure the Armed Forces     

continues to be an attractive offer for our 

best and brightest in order to maintain      

operational effectiveness. 

The Opposition’s motion on Wednesday 

therefore called on the Government to end 

the public sector pay cap for the Armed 

Forces and give our service personnel a fair 

pay rise. The House of Commons passed 

the motion unanimously and I hope the 

Government will act on it. Our Armed 

Forces are driven by the hard working men 

and women who serve and it is time the 

Government recognised that. 

Armed Forces Pay 

(Opposition Day Debate) 


