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UK Fishing Industry 

Debate 

EU Exit Negotiations              

(Urgent Question) 

 

On Thursday, I spoke in a Backbench 

Business debate on the UK fishing        

industry to raise concerns on behalf of 

North Shields fishermen and businesses. 

In 2014 a Condition of the Quay Report 

showed an urgent need of repair.  The 

area most in need is the Protection Jetty 

(which closed this week) which allows 

local boats to harbour and protects them 

from the river current.  It is estimated 

that the coast of repair could be as high 

as £8 million. Even splitting the project 

into two and accessing EMFF monies the 

funding gap is still around £4.5 million.  

If the North Shields Fish Quay Company 

sought funding as a private company the 

maximum would be 50%. The Quay    

however belongs to the Port of Tyne    

Authority and as such could increase    

eligibility to 75% of the cost. Port of 

Tyne is not however an SME – it employs 

more than 250 people and has a turnover 

of over 50 million euros – and is       

therefore ineligible.  In fact as a trust 

port North Shields, like most, if not all 

trust ports would never qualify for EMFF 

funding.  It is ironic that the organisations 

to whom repair and regeneration of     

infrastructure falls find themselves locked 

out of funding.   

I have also written to the Fisheries     

Minister to ask that this is looked at as a 

matter of urgency. 

On Tuesday, the Brexit Secretary was asked to make a 

statement on the progress of negotiations to exit the EU. 

This came after the events of the previous day, in which 

reports in the morning that a deal on the first phase of    

negotiations was likely to be agreed, were followed by an 

announcement in the afternoon that a deal had not been 

reached. 

The Brexit Secretary said on Tuesday that negotiations on 

the UK’s exit from the EU were ongoing. He stated that 

while the Government and the EU had yet to reach an 

agreement, he believed that they were close to concluding 

the first phase of the negotiations. 

The breakdown of talks on Monday was the most serious 

setback experienced in this process so far. However,     

today it was announced that the UK and the European 

Commission had agreed that sufficient progress had been 

made in the first phase of talks to allow movement onto 

the next phase.  

While this has taken two months longer than planned, I 

believe it is encouraging that we have reached this step. 

The priority must now be to agree transitional             

arrangements on the same basic terms as we have        

currently. That means staying in the single market and a 

customs union for a time-limited period.  

It is also important that we know the political price of the 

deal struck and the impact any compromise that has been 

agreed will have on our future relationship with the EU. 

As the talks move on, I believe the Government must     

reflect on its approach to negotiations so far.  

The events of the start of the week put jobs and the      

economy at risk and must not be repeated. 

 



On Tuesday, the House of Commons debated an 

Opposition motion on Universal Credit.  

Between 2012 and 2015, five reviews of Universal 

Credit (UC) were carried out by the then Major    

Projects Authority.  

The reports contain in-depth analysis of the           

implementation of the project, including a detailed 

impact assessment of the risks faced and progress 

achieved in delivering UC. In August 2017, the        

Information Commissioner ruled that this               

information must be disclosed.  

I believe we must make these reports available to the 

Commons’ Work and Pensions Select Committee in 

order to understand and resolve the deep flaws with 

the UC programme.  

It is a matter of public interest that the Government 

comply with the Information Commissioner and    

publish these assessment reviews, and any others in 

the subsequent period. We must be able to properly 

scrutinise UC and shine a light on the implementa-

tion failures which have caused hardship for so many. 

In addition, while I welcome the Government’s      

Autumn Budget announcements on UC as a step in 

the right direction, I believe the measures were      

insufficient, as many of the core problems with the 

programme remain.  

We must pause the roll-out of UC to fix the        

multitude of issues that exist with the project, not 

just slow it down.  

The Secretary of State for Work and Pensions      

committed on Tuesday to providing the reports to 

the Work and Pensions Select Committee before the 

House rises for Christmas recess. I welcome that the 

Government has finally backed down on this issue. 

We need to know the true extent of the failures in 

the implementation and design of UC in order to fix 

the many problems that remain. 

Universal Credit Project     

Assessment Reviews 

(Opposition Day Debate) 
On Thursday, the Health Minister made a 

statement responding to a previous debate in 

which MPs unanimously called on Ministers 

to cap an individual’s maximum contribution 

to care costs, and to commit to the extra 

funding needed to close the social care     

funding gap. 

It is deeply disappointing that the             

Government has abandoned its pledge to cap 

care costs and has also refused to remove 

the threat of withdrawing funding from local 

authorities if they do not meet targets for 

cutting delayed transfers of care.  

I believe the Minister’s statement was an     

inadequate response that does nothing to 

address the concerns expressed by MPs back 

in October. 

Our social care system is in a perilous state 

because of the cuts the Government has 

made.  

The Care Quality Commission has said the 

social care system remains at a “tipping 

point” and people across the country still 

face catastrophic costs for their care. 

The Government originally announced its    

intention to publish a Green Paper on social 

care by the end of this year; in November, it 

was announced that this will now be          

published by summer 2018.  

At a time when the social care system is 

coming under increasing pressure, I believe 

this Government is failing to take the         

immediate action required to find a          

long-term and sustainable solution to social 

care funding. 

Social Care 

(Government Statement) 

 



On Monday and Wednesday, the House of Commons continued line-by-line scrutiny of the        

Government’s EU Withdrawal Bill. 

This Bill is not about whether we leave the EU – that was settled by the referendum and             

Parliament’s decision to trigger Article 50 earlier this year. The Bill is instead about Parliament’s role 

in the withdrawal process and how we safeguard vital rights and protections as we leave the EU.  

While I recognise that legislation is required to do this, I believe the Government’s Bill is fatally 

flawed as currently drafted. I am therefore supporting amendments that seek to rectify the Bill’s 

most serious flaws as it progresses through its Committee stage over the coming weeks. 

Monday’s debate focused on Clause 11 of the Bill, which sets out what the devolved legislatures can 

and cannot legislate on after the UK leaves the EU. I am concerned that as drafted, the Bill would 

side-line the devolved administrations in Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland, threaten the         

devolution settlement and unnecessarily hoard powers in Whitehall.  

I therefore voted for a new clause to ensure a collaborative approach to the creation of UK-wide 

frameworks to replace the current European frameworks, as well as an amendment that would have 

removed the Bill’s restrictions on the ability of the devolved legislatures to legislate on devolved 

matters. I also supported an amendment that would have required the consent of the devolved      

legislatures before Clause 11 came into force. Unfortunately, the Government opposed all three 

amendments and they were defeated. 

The House continued to consider devolution issues in Wednesday’s debate. I supported an       

amendment that would have given devolved Scottish and Welsh Ministers the power to amend     

retained EU law in line with the powers given to UK Government ministers. Unfortunately, this 

amendment was also defeated with the support of Government MPs. 

The House also considered on Wednesday a new clause and amendments to the Bill that would 

protect the principles of the Good Friday Agreement (GFA) as the UK leaves the EU.  

I believe that maintaining our commitment to the GFA should be a red line for everyone in          

Parliament. The new clause and amendments were not pushed to a vote, but the Government       

expressed a desire to enshrine the principles of the GFA in its withdrawal agreement with the EU. 

Finally, Wednesday’s debate also considered financial matters arising from the Bill. I voted in favour 

of two new clauses that would have ensured that any financial settlement agreed as part of our     

leaving the EU must be transparent, properly scrutinised – including by the Office for Budget          

Responsibility and the National Audit Office – and subject to parliamentary approval.  

In addition, I supported an amendment to prevent the establishment of tax- or fee-raising powers by 

tertiary legislation (that is, when Parliament gives a public authority power to legislate).                

Unfortunately, the Government again opposed these new clauses and this amendment and they 

were defeated. 

Consideration of the Bill will continue on Tuesday 12 December. 

EU (Withdrawal) Bill                                           

(Committee Stage, Days Four and Five) 
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On Thursday, the Minister for the Middle East 

made a statement in response to an urgent       

question on the implications of the US President’s 

decision to move the US embassy in Israel to     

Jerusalem and to recognise Jerusalem as Israel’s 

capital. 

I believe President Trump’s decision was a       

hammer blow to hopes for a lasting peace in the 

Middle East. Before the President’s decision, no 

other country had located its embassy in          

Jerusalem and no other major country would    

recognise Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. This was 

because to do so would confer legitimacy on     

Israel’s occupation of East Jerusalem, which has 

no basis in international law and is a permanent 

barrier to achieving a political resolution in the 

region. This reckless decision is therefore setting 

back the peace process by decades. 

Israel: US Embassy  

 

On Thursday, there was a Backbench      

Business debate on prison reform and safety 

in England and Wales. This followed the 

Government’s response in October to two 

reports by the Justice Select Committee on 

prison reform. 

The work of the Justice Select Committee 

has shed light many times on the ongoing 

crisis faced by our justice system. However, 

I am concerned that our prisons are now 

moving beyond crisis and towards emergen-

cy, and it is the Government’s cuts to the 

Prison Service budget that are responsible. 

It is a scandal that self-harm and suicides in 

prisons are at record levels, and assaults up 

by nearly 80% since 2010. Seventy-four      

people are attacked in our prisons every 

day. This violence has dire knock-on effects 

– when prisoners are locked in their cells 

near permanently for safety reasons, it      

becomes almost irrelevant whether          

education, training or mental health services 

are improved. 

I believe the main cause of the prisons 

emergency is the loss of staff in our prisons. 

Since 2010, we have seen a cut of nearly 

7,000 in the number of frontline prison     

officers. Although the Government is now 

trying to reverse these cuts, the picture has 

not improved enough. One in four prisons 

has seen a fall in officer numbers in the past 

12 months. In addition, the Government has 

also destabilised the prison system through 

an erratic reform policy. 

In order to make our communities safer, we 

must undertake the huge task of turning 

prisons around and making them places 

where lives are transformed. After a decade 

of failed policies and cuts, this cannot be 

done overnight. 

 

 

Prison Reform and    

Safety  

Urgent Care at Rake Lane 

I am disappointed that on Tuesday North       

Tyneside Clinical Commissioning Group           

announced that 24 hour care would not be        

returning to Rake Lane.   

This is despite a public consultation showing 

overwhelming support for 24 hour care and the 

intervention by myself, Mary Glindon MP and 

Elected Mayor Norma Redfearn.   

I can assure residents that I will continue to fight  

for the best possible service at Rake Lane. 


