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Spring Statement  Free Schools Meals 

On Tuesday, the Chancellor presented the Spring 
Statement to Parliament. The Spring Statement 
gives an update on the overall health of the               
economy and the Office for Budget Responsibility 
(OBR) forecasts, and invites people and              
businesses to give views on changes the                     
Government is considering. 

I believe the Government’s approach to this 
Spring Statement was complacent about the state 
of the economy, public debt and public services.  

Ahead of the Chancellor’s statement, the               
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and              
Development (OECD) said the UK economy would 
grow at a slower pace than any other major           
advanced or emerging nation this year. I am                
concerned that last year growth in our economy 
was lower than Canada, France, Germany, Italy, 
Japan, and the United States and the slowest 
since 2012. The OBR has recently revised down its 
predictions for growth in 2021 and 2022 and           
wages are lower now than they were in 2010 
when inflation is taken into account. 

UK industry is 20% to 30% less productive than in  
other major economies, in part because                          
investment by the Government, in real terms, is 
nearly £18 billion below its 2010 level. Investment 
was cut at a time when we should have been           
developing the skills and infrastructure needed to 
raise productivity.  

This Government has missed every deficit target it 
has set itself. Debt is over £700 billion higher than 
in 2010. The Government’s policy of austerity has 
not tackled the deficit, it has passed it on, via 
cuts, to  public services – to the NHS, to schools 
and to councils.  

I hoped that Tuesday’s statement would be a  
genuine turning point on economic policy and a 
chance to reverse the tax cuts that have been    
given to large   corporations and start properly 
funding our public services.  

Unfortunately, it was another missed opportunity   
instead. 

Government regulations. These four regulations, taken 
together, will end childcare vouchers, restrict the number 
of children receiving free school meals, and limit access 
to Universal Credit (UC). 
 

The Government’s actions remind us that austerity is far 
from over, and I believe it is deeply concerning that 
through secondary legislation, the Government is pulling 
the rug from underneath hard-working families. The              
regulations on free school meals seek to remove                
transitional protections which provide free school meals 
to all UC families. I believe this is scandalous, as the              
Children’s Society has estimated that one million children 
will lose out on free school meals that they would                  
otherwise have been entitled to. Furthermore, by setting 
an income threshold for UC families to qualify for free 
school meals, the Government is creating a cliff edge 
which will leave around 350,000 families worse off.  
 

The Government’s regulations on UC apply new sanctions 
to those who are currently protected and cut the time 
period in which claimants can provide evidence. I am 
concerned that it will be people with disabilities who 
suffer as a result of these changes, along with the                
self-employed who are the bedrock of our economy. I am 
also concerned that the Government’s regulations on 
childcare create a new income threshold within UC, 
which will decide which families with two-year-old              
children are eligible for 15 hours of free childcare a week, 
creating a cliff edge in support and squeezing the          
incomes of families who are already struggling to get by. 
 

The Government was also pushing ahead with plans to 
phase out childcare vouchers, as part of the transition to 
tax-free childcare. The introduction of this policy has 
been shambolic, and following pressure from the                    
Opposition, the Government agreed to keep the voucher 
scheme open to new entrants for a further six months. I 
believe this demonstrates that the Government has              
neither the majority nor the mandate to abolish childcare 
vouchers, and must bring any final decision back to             
Parliament for a meaningful vote. 
 

I voted in favour of the motions to annul the                   
Government’s regulations. Unfortunately, the motions 
were all defeated with the support of Government MPs. 



Salisbury Incident (Government Statements) 

On Monday, the Prime Minister made a statement on the incident in Salisbury and the steps the Government 
is taking to investigate and respond to it. 

The Prime Minister said that a military-grade nerve agent, of a type developed by Russia, was used to poison 
Sergei and Yulia Skripal and that it was therefore highly likely that Russia was responsible for the attack. She 
announced that the Foreign Secretary had summoned the Russian Ambassador to demand an explanation for 
how a Russian-produced nerve agent could have been deployed in a British town, putting the lives of innocent 
civilians at risk. 

On Wednesday, the Prime Minister said that the Russian Government had not provided a credible                           
explanation. She said that there was therefore no other conclusion than that Russia was culpable for the 
attempted murder of Sergei and Yulia Skripal. She said that this represented an unlawful use of force against 
the UK, against the backdrop of a well-established pattern of Russian state aggression across Europe and               
beyond. 

The Prime Minister subsequently announced a number of measures which she said would defend our security, 
stand up for our values and send a message to those who would seek to undermine them. These included the 
expulsion of 23 Russian diplomats identified as undeclared intelligence officers. The Prime Minister said this 
would degrade Russian intelligence capability in the UK for years to come.  

The Prime Minister also announced that the Government would: suspend all planned high-level bilateral                
contacts between the UK and Russia; freeze Russian state assets where there is evidence they may be used to 
threaten the life or property of UK nationals or residents; and develop proposals for new powers to harden 
our defences against hostile state activity. 

I am pleased that the Prime Minister also confirmed that the Government would amend the Sanctions and   
Anti-Money Laundering Bill currently going through Parliament to strengthen powers to impose sanctions in 
response to the violation of human rights. 

I fully condemn this deeply alarming attack, which the Government should of course respond to with decisive 
and proportionate action. This incident has also concerned our allies in the EU, NATO and the UN, and I hope 
the Prime Minister will build support for multilateral and firm action. 

On Monday, the International Development Minister made a statement on the situation in Afrin in north-west 
Syria. 

The Minister said that the Government was closely following developments in Afrin, where Turkish forces are 
closing in with the aim of expelling Kurdish forces. He expressed concern at reports of rising civilian casualties 
in the area. The Minister stated that the Government was calling for de-escalation and the protection of                   
civilians, while recognising Turkey’s interest in the security of its borders. He further stated that some                       
UK-funded humanitarian activities in Afrin had been suspended due to the hostilities, but that the UK’s                    
partners continued to provide humanitarian support where possible. 

I do not believe that Turkey’s intervention in Afrin is legitimate or justified. It has no place in international law 
and should not have been allowed. Since Turkey launched its incursion several hundred Kurds have died,              
including children. Shamefully, Turkish forces have used artillery and other explosive weapons to target civilian 
areas. 

I believe we must do whatever we can to protect civilians in Afrin. The Government should apply pressure to 
Turkey to get it to stop the assault and respect international law. It should work to ensure safe passage and 
humanitarian assistance for the thousands of Kurds fleeing from Afrin in fear for their lives. Finally, it should 
urge Turkey to allow access to Afrin for independent monitors to ensure that civilians are protected, and take 
steps to restore full humanitarian access to the town. 

Protection of Civilians in Afrin (Government Statement) 



United States Tariffs: Steel and Aluminium                   

(Government Statement) 

On Monday, the International Trade Secretary made a statement on the President of the United States’         
decision to impose a 25% tariff on steel imports and a 10% tariff on aluminium imports. 

The International Trade Secretary said that the Government disagreed with the President’s decision. He stated 
that it would work with UK industry to build the case for exemption from the tariffs. He also said that while we 
remain a member of the EU, the UK would co-operate with the European Commission on the EU response to 
the tariffs. 

The fundamental cause of the current problems in the world steel industry is overcapacity in the global               
market, together with a longstanding failure by governments around the world to tackle unfair practices. 
However, I believe that the way in which President Trump is trying to resolve this situation is fundamentally 
wrong and threatens to cause a full-scale global trade crisis. The application of 25% tariffs on steel imports and 
10% tariffs on aluminium imports is unjustifiable and has no basis in international law. The suggestion that 
such tariffs are necessary for national security is clearly false. 

These steel and aluminium tariffs pose a real threat to thousands of UK jobs linked to exports to the US. I am 
also concerned at the risk of other steel exporting countries trying to reroute surplus steel from the US into 
the UK. I believe we need strong action from the Government, including at a multilateral level through the 
World Trade Organisation, before entire sectors of the UK are left wondering which industry will be next. 

On Monday, the Government was asked to make a statement on hate crime in light of inflammatory letters   
inciting a “punish a Muslim day” that were sent to addresses around the country. 

The Home Office Minister stated that the Government condemned the content of the letters as clearly                
abhorrent and with no place in decent society. She said that the Government took hate crime and                          
Islamophobia extremely seriously and that the UK had robust laws to respond to it. 

I believe that the sentiment behind these letters is despicable, and I know that they will have caused revulsion 
throughout our community. While I am confident that such deliberate attempts to divide us will not succeed, 
this act will have struck fear into the hearts of many communities. It is an incitement to violence and must not 
go unpunished. 

Given this, I believe that domestic extremism needs to be dealt with as a first-order threat. The Joint Terrorism 
Analysis Centre (JTAC) should start to produce national threat assessments of domestic extremism. The                
Government should increase the role of MI5, JTAC and the counter-terrorism network in the monitoring and 
handling of this issue.  More widely, it must ensure that counter-terrorism policing has the resources it needs. 

Northern Ireland Finances (Government Statement) 

On Monday, the Government was asked to make a statement on hate crime in light of inflammatory letters  
inciting a “punish a Muslim day” that were sent to addresses around the country. 

The Home Office Minister stated that the Government condemned the content of the letters as clearly                     
abhorrent and with no place in decent society. She said that the Government took hate crime and                             
Islamophobia extremely seriously and that the UK had robust laws to respond to it. 

I believe that the sentiment behind these letters is despicable, and I know that they will have caused revulsion 
throughout our community. While I am confident that such deliberate attempts to divide us will not succeed, 
this act will have struck fear into the hearts of many communities. It is an incitement to violence and must not 
go unpunished. 

Given this, I believe that domestic extremism needs to be dealt with as a first-order threat. The Joint Terrorism 
Analysis Centre (JTAC) should start to produce national threat assessments of domestic extremism. The                 
Government should increase the role of MI5, JTAC and the counter-terrorism network in the monitoring and 
handling of this issue.  More widely, it must ensure that counter-terrorism policing has the resources it needs. 

Hate Crime (Urgent Question) 


