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East Coast Main Line (Government Statement) 

On Wednesday, the Transport Secretary gave a statement on the future of the east coast main line.  

The Transport Secretary announced that he would terminate Virgin East Coast’s contract on 24 June 

2018. He explained he would implement an operator of last resort, bringing the route back into the 

temporary control of the Department for Transport. He stated that he would use this period to shape 

the new east coast partnership and explained that the London and North Eastern Railway (LNER) 

would take over the service.  

Despite the Government’s spin, this is not nationalisation. Private companies – the multinational              

Canadian engineering company SNC-Lavalin, Arup and Ernst and Young – are still involved in the              

running of the east coast main line and they will not be doing so for nothing.  

In the last year, the Government has given Virgin and Stagecoach a £2 billion bail-out after they failed 

on the east coast main line at the same time as awarding those same companies a lucrative contract 

extension on the west coast line. Yet the Secretary of State now says that it is not reasonable to                

remove the west coast franchise from, or place conditions on, these companies, allowing them to     

continue as train operators.  

Three times in under a decade, private companies have failed on the east coast main line. Its only                

successful period was from 2009 to 2015, when under public ownership it returned £1 billion to the 

Treasury. It was the best-performing operator on the network before it was cynically re-privatised on 

the eve of the 2015 general election. Only a proper version of public ownership, run for passengers 

not profit, will deliver what the railway really needs. 

Gaza Border Violence (Urgent Question) 

On Tuesday, the Shadow Foreign Secretary asked the Government an urgent question on the recent 

violence at the Gaza border and its impact on the Middle East peace process.  There was widespread 

condemnation in parliament of the use of live fire by Israeli forces and of any extremist elements that 

have sought to exploit the protests for their own purposes. 

The Minister reiterated the Government’s commitment to a two-state solution between Israel and 

Palestine and emphasised that the violence seen in recent days was destructive to peace efforts.  The 

Minister also called on the UN to bring forward proposals to address the desperate and deteriorating 

situation in Gaza.  I agree with all of those points. 

I believe that there should be an independent investigation into the violence to see whether                       

international law has been broken.  I also believe that there must be a wide effort to press both sides 

to end the violence and address the issue of the blockade and illegal settlements. 

I have raised these concerns directly with the Foreign Secretary. 



On Monday, the House of Commons considered the Haulage Permits and Trailer Registration Bill. 

This Bill can be regarded as the first piece of legislation that provides for a no-deal Brexit. It enables 

the Government to introduce a permit scheme to allow trucks to cross borders in a variety of                 

scenarios and gives the Government powers to establish a trailer registration scheme to meet the 

standards of the 1968 Vienna convention.  

Although the title of the Bill sounds niche, the Government’s failure to secure trading arrangements 

with the EU would mean that the haulage sector could come to a complete standstill without it. For 

that reason, I support the Bill. However, I am concerned that it contains little detail, reflecting a lack of 

strategy and progress in the Government’s approach to exiting the EU.  

The freight industry employs more than 2.5 million people and is the fifth biggest sector of the UK 

economy, contributing £124 billion. Road haulage is essential to the complex and sensitive just-in-time 

supply chains that underpin the UK and EU economies. A damaged and disrupted logistics sector will 

therefore result in a damaged and disrupted British economy. The Government must urgently                    

reassure the road haulage industry that Brexit will not increase border delays, red tape and costs.  

More generally, the Government needs to provide urgent clarity about customs, borders and future 

regulations, about which there are deep and real concerns. While the Government argues that                

economic self-interest will mean that things naturally gravitate towards protecting British business, I 

believe this is a naive and irresponsible view that is already damaging UK industry. I believe a customs 

union with the EU can ensure that trade can flow and grow. 

The true cost and chaos of Brexit can be judged by this Bill. Getting the right deal for transport and its 

networks must be the highest priority for the Brexit negotiations. 

Haulage Permits and Trailer Registration Bill              

(Second Reading) 

Schools That Work for Everyone (Urgent Question) 

On Monday, the Education Secretary was asked to make a statement on the Government’s response 

to its “Schools that Work for Everyone” consultation. This followed measures announced on 11 May 

as part of that response. The measures included £50 million funding to expand the number of places at 

existing good or outstanding selective schools, alongside measures to give more disadvantaged pupils 

the opportunity to attend these schools. It also included new support for faith schools where there is 

demand for good school places. 

The Education Secretary argued on Monday that selective schools are an important part of our                    

education system and that they should be able to expand, where there is need. In the last Parliament, 

the Education Secretary himself stated that selective schools were not the answer to social mobility, 

describing them as “divisive”. I therefore question the decision to spend £50 million of taxpayers’ 

money on expanding them. The Government needs to make clear what evidence this policy is based 

on and what changes to admissions policies selective schools will have to make. 

I am concerned that the Government’s continued obsession with selective schools will do nothing for 

the vast majority of children. I believe it is absurd for Ministers to push ahead with plans to expand 

them when the evidence is clear that they do nothing to improve social mobility. We need instead a 

National Education Service that gives schools the investment they need to ensure all children receive 

the high-quality education they deserve. 



On Thursday, the House of Commons             

considered a backbench motion on plastic 

bottles and coffee cups following reports on 

each issue by the Environmental Audit   

Committee (EAC). 

The UK uses 13 billion plastic bottles every 

year, yet only 7.5 billion are recycled. If              

marine plastic continues to rise at its current 

rate, the amount of plastic in the sea will 

outweigh fish by 2050. I believe we all               

recognise the need for action to tackle             

plastic waste. 

I support a deposit return scheme to boost 

recycling and reduce littering of plastic              

bottles. Indeed, the manifesto I stood on at 

the 2017 general election committed to            

setting guiding targets for plastic bottle     

deposit schemes.  

The Government intends to introduce a             

deposit return scheme, subject to                    

consultation. It will also consult on a                

potential ban on the sale of plastic straws, 

plastic stirrers and plastic-stemmed cotton 

buds. In addition, a call for evidence has 

sought views on how the tax system or 

charges could be used to address single-use 

plastic waste. 

I believe we need comprehensive and                

ambitious reform of waste and recycling and 

to look at the systemic, design and                    

infrastructure barriers to waste reduction 

and recycling across the UK. Unfortunately, 

we have had numerous promises and             

endless consultations from the Government 

but not one piece of primary legislation. 

It is also vital that the Government ensures 

environmental standards in the UK are            

protected and strengthened in legislation.  

Gaming Machines 

(Government Statement)  

On Thursday, the Minister for Digital, Culture,     

Media and Sport made a statement on gaming              

machines. 

The Minister announced the Government’s decision 

to limit the maximum stake for fixed-odds betting 

terminals (FOBTs) to £2.  

She stated that the Government believed there was 

a clear case for making a targeted intervention in 

relation to FOBTs and that it anticipated the cap 

would reduce the ability of problem gamblers to 

suffer high session losses. The Minister also                     

announced the Government’s intention to increase 

protections around online gambling, including 

stronger age verification rules and proposals to    

require operators to set limits on a consumer’s 

spending until affordability checks have been              

conducted. 

Any Government, whatever its political hue, would 

be deeply concerned about the situation we find 

ourselves in: we have 430,000 gambling addicts, two 

million vulnerable players at risk of developing an 

addiction and 25,000 young people who gamble   

every week. 

 I therefore welcome the Government’s                       

announcement of a £2 cap for FOBTs. In fact, at last 

year’s general election I stood on a manifesto which 

pledged such a cap.  

However, while cutting the maximum stake on 

FOBTs is a big step in the right direction, it is just 

one part of the puzzle. I believe the Government 

must make clear why the opportunity to implement 

a statutory levy on bookmakers to fund research, 

education and treatment for gambling addicts was 

ignored despite significant support, including from 

some gambling industry leaders. 

More broadly, I believe the Gambling Act 2005 is no 

longer fit for purpose. The Government should  

consider a new Gambling Act which is fit for the 

digital age. 

Plastic Bottles & Coffee 

Cups (Backbench            

Business Debate)  

 



On Tuesday, the House of Commons debated the            

Government’s record on housing and homes. 

Since 2010, the rate of home-ownership has fallen to a 

30-year low. The latest English Housing Survey shows 

that the number of under-45s who own their own home 

is down by over one million since 2010. 

The number of households renting privately has risen to 

almost five million throughout the country. Yet research 

finds that 27% of private rented homes are “non-

decent”, while private rents on new lets have reached 

an average of £800 per month – an annual increase of 

over £1,800 since 2010. I support new consumer rights 

for renters, with legal minimum standards, more secure 

tenancies, a cap on rent rises and local licensing to drive 

out rogue landlords. 

There is a shortage of affordable homes under this   

Government. Last year, the number of social rented 

homes built was the lowest on record and the number 

of new low-cost homes to buy has halved since 2010. 

The public expect much more – more urgency, more 

responsibility, more investment and more action to fix 

this broken housing market. We need a bold, long-term 

plan for housing, including commitments to build one 

million new genuinely affordable homes over ten years 

and the largest council house building programme for 

more than 30 years. 

Rough sleeping has more than doubled since 2010 to an 

estimated 4,751 people. I believe this is a direct result of 

Government decisions, including cuts to housing benefits 

and homelessness services, and 170,000 fewer council 

homes than in 2010, as well as soaring rents in the       

private sector. 

I believe the Government’s record on housing is eight 

years of failure on all fronts. Ministers must set out a 

bold, long-term plan to fix the housing crisis, bringing 

forward radical proposals to increase the number of 

genuinely affordable homes, set out stronger regulation 

of the private rented sector and tackle rising            

homelessness. 

Housing and Homes             

(General Debate) 

On Wednesday, MPs debated an             

Opposition motion that would have 

forced the Government to publish                

papers, including economic analyses,                

relating to its preferred options for                

customs arrangements after Brexit. 

The Government has said it will publish a 

white paper outlining its proposals for 

the future relationship between the UK 

and the EU, including customs                        

arrangements, in June.  

It is extraordinary in my view that that 

nearly two years on from the                        

referendum the Government still has no 

idea what future customs arrangements 

will be or how it will avoid a hard border 

in Northern Ireland. 

I reject both options being considered by 

the Government, neither of which are 

practical or acceptable to the EU.  

I believe we should instead seek to              

negotiate a new comprehensive customs 

union with the EU covering all goods.  

This is one of the most important                   

decisions faced by our country in                   

generations, yet the Cabinet is unable to 

agree.  

MPs have a responsibility to stand up for 

the people we represent and we require 

access to the necessary information in 

order to do so.  Unfortunately, the                 

motion was opposed by the Government 

on Wednesday and was defeated. Instead 

of arguing with itself, the Government 

should drop its flawed customs proposals 

and let Parliament vote on a future                

customs union with the EU. 

Leaving the EU:             

Customs (Opposition 

Day Debate) 

 


