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Leaving the EU:                 

Airbus Risk Assessment  

National Policy              

Statement: Airports  

On Monday, the Business Secretary was asked to 

make a statement on the publication of the Airbus 

Brexit risk assessment and its implications for future 

investment and job security in the UK. 

On 22 June, the aerospace company Airbus                 

published a risk assessment warning that the severe 

negative consequences of Brexit could force it to 

leave Britain.  

Airbus said that a failure by the UK and EU to reach 

an agreement by 29 March 2019 could severely               

disrupt its production. It further stated that any 

agreement involving significant change to customs 

arrangements would take time to implement 

through its supply chains. Any deal that involved new 

procedures ,  comp lex i t y  or  f r i c t ions ,                 

meanwhile, would undermine the efficiency of the 

company’s operations. 

Airbus is important to our economy. It employs 

14,000 people across 25 sites in the UK, with 

110,000 people working in its supply chain.  

It is also not alone in its concerns: BMW, Unipart, 

Siemens and INEOS, which together employ over 

40,000 workers, have also expressed their disquiet 

over the uncertainty around Brexit. 

I am concerned that the government’s chaotic               

handling of Brexit is dividing the country and risking 

our industrial base. It should abandon its red lines, 

rule out a no deal Brexit, accept that a new customs 

union and single market are in everyone’s interest 

and give businesses and workers the certainty they 

need. 

 

On Monday, the House of Commons              

considered the National Policy Statement 

(NPS) on airport capacity in the south east of 

England. 

The NPS establishes the policy framework for 

the expansion of Heathrow Airport. While it 

does not grant planning permission for a third 

runway to be built at Heathrow, its gives the 

Government the power to grant planning  

permission and other consents if a developer 

presents plans that meet the terms of the 

NPS. 

I appreciate that this issue generates strong 

views on both sides. 

The plan is to make Heathrow the UK’s hub 

airport with flights to more international     

destinations and more connections with       

regional airports like Newcastle.   

A good transport infrastructure is crucial to a 

strong economy and this investment is        

important whatever the outcome of                

Brexit.  Our region stands to benefit from 

better links with emerging markets, tourists 

arriving at Heathrow being signposted to the 

North East and jobs for our businesses.   

I do have some remaining concerns about the 

environmental impact but assurances have 

been given that there are plans in place to   

address them as the project develops. In light 

of these considerations I therefore voted in 

favour of the plans which were passed by 415 

to 199.   



On Wednesday, the House of Commons 

considered the Offensive Weapons Bill.  

Knife crime reached record levels last year 

and violent crime has more than doubled in 

the past five years. It is clear that                

comprehensive change is needed to bear 

down on the violent surge that has left our 

communities reeling. I therefore support the 

limited but necessary measures contained in 

this Bill. However, I do not believe its              

provisions go far enough. Furthermore, it 

will not be effective without adequate       

enforcement or measures to address the 

causes of serious crime. 

The increase in violent crime has come 

alongside a reduction of more than 21,000 

police officers since 2010. Community             

policing has been decimated over the past 

eight years, contributing not only to the rise 

in serious violence but also to a fall in      

successful prosecutions. At the same time, 

cuts to youth services and early intervention 

have undermined the ability to support           

vulnerable young people and address the 

root causes of crime. 

Within the Bill itself, I believe the                    

Government must extend the provisions 

against possession of knives in schools to 

also cover corrosive substances – beyond a 

reasonable defence there is no justification 

for possession of corrosive substances on 

school premises. We must also explore how 

we can hold to account apps and platforms 

which make weapons designed to be                   

concealed readily available. 

Overall, however, I support the measures in 

the Bill and look forward to a constructive 

approach to enhancing them.  

Haulage Permits and Trailer 

Registration Bill (Report 

Stage and Third Reading) 

On Tuesday, the House of Commons considered 

the remaining stages of the Haulage Permits and 

Trailer  Registration Bill.  

I support this Bill as a necessary part of our                   

preparations to leave the EU.  

The Bill will allow the Government to introduce a 

road haulage permit scheme covering existing 

agreements outside the EU, while also making sure 

that it has the tools available for any permit-based 

deal with the EU, if required.  

The Bill also gives the Government powers to            

establish a trailer registration scheme to meet the 

standards in the 1968 Vienna convention on road 

traffic. This ensures that UK operators can register 

HGV trailers before entering countries that require 

registration. 

Road haulage is vital to the UK economy. Any                     

post-Brexit arrangement that impedes the ease of   

transit of goods, or that places additional costs or                 

administrative burdens on hauliers, will damage the             

sector and the wider economy.  

The haulage industry has been clear about the 

threats and risks presented to UK supply chains by 

a failure to retain an essentially unchanged operating 

environment. This must therefore be avoided. 

I believe the Government should continue to use 

the Community Licence – which allows haulage 

drivers to use a single permit for trips between all 

EU member states – after we leave the EU.  

I therefore hope the measures in this Bill will never 

have to be used.  

Unfortunately, the Government’s chaotic attempts 

at negotiating the UK’s exit from the EU have made 

it increasingly likely that they will be. 

This Bill, as amended, passed at third reading. 

 

Offensive Weapons Bill 

(Second Reading) 

 



On Tuesday, the House of Commons considered a motion to approve the draft EU-Canada Trade 

Agreement Order. 

The EU-Canada Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) eliminates all customs duties 

on industrial products traded between the EU and Canada and substantially eliminates tariffs on                

agriculture and food products. The agreement also liberalises trade in services. CETA was                         

provisionally applied in September 2017, implementing the vast majority of the agreement. However, 

for the agreement to apply fully – including controversial provisions on an investment court system – 

it must be ratified by all EU member states. 

The motion on Tuesday was to designate CETA as an EU treaty in accordance with the European 

Communities Act 1972. This is a necessary stage for the UK to ratify the agreement.  

I am pro-trade and pro-investment.  A comprehensive trade deal with Canada is not only important 

for the EU but for us in future negotiations when we have left the EU. 

I also accept however that such deals need to protect employee’s rights and things like environmental 

standards.   

There has been some criticism of CETA in that regard.  The advice of the Shadow Cabinet therefore 

was to abstain in the vote, advice which I followed. The House of Commons passed the motion by 315 

votes to 36. 

Draft EU-Canada Trade Agreement Order               

(Government Motion) 

Childhood Obesity Strategy: Chapter Two  

On Monday, the Government was asked to make a statement on its childhood obesity strategy. 

In 2016, the Government published the first part of its childhood obesity strategy, which aimed to     

significantly reduce England’s rate of childhood obesity within the next ten years. On Monday, the  

Government released the second chapter of its plan. This set a new national ambition to halve                

childhood obesity and significantly reduce the gap in obesity between children from the most and least 

deprived areas by 2030. 

As part of the second chapter, the Government pledged to review and consult on a number of 

measures. These included: addressing the heavy promotion of food and drink products that are high in 

fat, salt and sugar on television, online and in shops; ending the sale of energy drinks to children; and 

exploring what additional opportunities leaving the EU presents for food labelling. The Government 

also committed to encouraging every primary school to adopt an active mile initiative such as the Daily 

Mile. I have long supported the Daily Mile initiative, a ban on the sale of energy drinks to under-16s, 

proper food labelling and a target of halving childhood obesity. I was therefore pleased to see the           

Government adopt many of these policy pledges in its strategy. 

However, missing from the Government’s plan were mandatory guidelines on school food standards, 

powers for councils to limit the expansion of takeaway outlets near schools, a commitment to extend 

the sugar tax to milky drinks and a pledge to increase the number of health visitors. It also failed to  

offer any firm intention to ban the advertising of junk food on television. 

We have a childhood obesity crisis. We need determined action now. Unfortunately, I believe the 

Government’s announcement of consultations and reviews will only lead to further delays. 


