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Mark is a University Lecturer in Sociology and Social Policy and is the 
Chair of Southampton Solent University UCU (University and College 
Union). He is also the Secretary of Portsmouth Supporters’ Trust (The 
Society is a major shareholder in Portsmouth Football Club) which 
helped to secure the club’s future in 2013. He has lived in the Chichester 
area most of his adult life and that has given him both a firm knowledge 

and a commitment to the whole constituency. Mark grew up in Leigh 
Park and Waterlooville where he attended local state schools. He left 
school at fifteen and trained as an engineer in Portsmouth before 
studying A Levels at South Downs College. Mark subsequently read 
Government and Sociology at the University of Essex. A university 

education provided a solid foundation for his later academic  and  policy  

research on the issues and problems arising from social and personal inequalities. Mark has produced 
a considerable body of academic research on health and social care issues. He holds a doctorate in 
NHS reforms and the dynamics of social polarisation. Mark is particularly interested in health 
inequalities and the increasing lack of social mobility opportunities in the UK. He believes that lack of 
social mobility has aggravated the inequalities between those at the top of British society and others. 
This is why he has campaigned so vigorously in the Chichester constituency, and elsewhere, for a 
higher education system based on merit. 

 
Mark has also campaigned; 
 

- against funding cuts in public services 
- for the Living Wage 

- for the repeal of the Health and Social Care Act (2012) 
- for good governance 
- against the despair and loneliness of austerity in Britain 

 
Mark believes that there is an urgent need for politicians to reconnect politics with people’s everyday 
life at both constituency and at the national level. 
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