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Immigration Bill amendments 
The Home Secretary has announced that local authorities will be compelled to take in 
unaccompanied asylum-seeking children from other parts of the country as part of the amendments 
to the Immigration Bill.  
 
Amendments to the Bill set out the arrangements for the transfer of responsibility for these children 
between local authorities. If a local authority in England were to refuse the request of another 
authority to take in unaccompanied asylum-seeking children, the amendment would enable the 
Government to direct the authority to provide written reasons for its failure to comply. 
 
Council Tax in 2016 - 2017 
The Department for Communities and Local Government has published information on Council Tax 
referendum principles 2016 - 2017, Council Tax adult social care precept and alternative notional 
amounts. 
 
The publications contain: 
 

x Council Tax referendum principles for local authorities, fire and rescue authorities, and police 
and crime commissioners in respect of 2016 - 2017. 

x Alternative notional amounts for specified authorities to make like-for-like comparisons of their 
2016 - 2017 Council Tax decisions with 2015 - 2016 for the purposes of determining whether 
their increases are excessive. 

x Details of how the additional 2% Council Tax flexibility for authorities with responsibility for 
adult social care will operate.  

 
Draft local government finance report (England) 2016 - 2017 
The Department for Communities and Local Government has published a provisional local 
government finance settlement report for 2016 – 2017. 
 
This report sets out the aspects of the settlement which will require specific approval by the House of 
Commons, including the amount and basis of distribution of the revenue support grant in 2016 – 2017 
to local authorities. This is a draft version of the report, published for the consultation on the 
provisional settlement. 
 
Funding the British nations – local government 
The LGiU has published a briefing which describes how local authorities in England, Scotland and 
Wales receive their income and what it is spent on. The briefing focuses on funding for general 
revenue services (that is, excluding expenditure on council housing). By way of illustration, figures 
are provided for 2013 - 2014. The briefing also explains the role of the Scottish and Welsh 
Governments in the funding process. 
 
Apprenticeships (in England): vision for 2020 
The Department for Business, Innovation and Skills has released plans detailing how it intends to 
increase the quality and quantity of apprenticeships, achieving 3 million apprenticeships by 2020. 
 
The publication sets out what is expected of all main stakeholders, employers, education and training 
providers and Government. 
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Levels of success: the potential of UK apprenticeships  
The Sutton Trust has published a report which focuses on the potential of apprenticeships as drivers 
of social mobility and finds that many people in the UK perceive apprenticeships to be a ‘second best’ 
option, compared to university degrees. 
 
National minimum wage: interim government evidence to the Low Pay 
Commission 2016 
The Department for Business, Innovation and Skills has released a report which sets out the 
Government’s interim economic and non-economic evidence to the Low Pay Commission (LPC) on 
National Minimum Wage (NMW) policy issues.  
 
The report provides evidence on issues relevant to the LPC’s task of monitoring, evaluating and 
reviewing the NMW and its impact and making recommendations. It covers the UK economy, 
evidence on pay, the labour market and the youth labour market. 
 
Access to work guide for employers 
The Department for Work and Pensions has released an updated employers' guide to Access to 
Work: money to help disabled people do their jobs. 
 
Access to Work is a specialist disability service from Jobcentre Plus that gives practical advice and 
support to disabled people, whether they are working, self-employed or looking for employment. 
Access to Work is provided where someone needs support or adaptations beyond the reasonable 
adjustments which an employer is legally obliged to provide under the Equality Act. 
 
More local authorities set to sell government assets 
The Cabinet Office has announced that over 100 councils will join the One Public Estate programme, 
a new approach to managing land and property within a locality. 
 
Over 100 councils have been selected to join phase 3 of the One Public Estate programme to release 
excess government land and property. The selected councils will build on the current cohort of 
councils that took part in the first 2 phases of the programme, initially launched in 2013. 
 
 
 
 
Latest unemployment figures published 
The Office of National Statistics has published the latest unemployment figures which are available at 
local authority level which show that during November 2015, there were 505,386 people in England 
(1.4%) aged 16 to 64 claiming Job Seekers Allowance, 24.5% less than at the same time in the 
previous year. Within Derbyshire there were 5,450 people in September 2015 aged 16 to 64 claiming 
Job Seekers Allowance (1.1%), 23.6% less than at the same time in the previous year (7,135) rate of 
1.5%.  
 
Youth unemployment in England during November 2015 was 1.6% of the 16 to 24 year old 
population or 91,000 claimants. Those unemployed who have been claiming for over one year make 
up 27.5% of the total number of claimants (approximately 139,000 claimants). Derbyshire’s youth 
unemployment represents 21.4% of the total claiming Job Seekers Allowance in Derbyshire, equating 
to 1,065 claimants or 1.3% of the population aged 16-24. The long-term unemployment rate for the 
county is 26.8% of Derbyshire’s total unemployment (1,330 claimants). 
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Provisional local government finance settlement 2016 - 2017 and an 
offer to councils for future years 
The Department for Communities and Local Government has opened consultation on the local 
government finance settlement 2016 - 2017 and an offer to councils for future years. 
Consultation closes on 15 January 2016 
 
Public sector exit payment recovery regulations 
HM Treasury has opened consultation seeking views on allowing for the recovery of exit payments 
when a high earner returns to the public sector shortly after exit. 
Consultation closes on 25 January 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The real effect of spending cuts on social work  
The Guardian has released the research findings following a Social Lives survey on the issues facing 
social services staff. The survey reveals that an overwhelming majority of social workers reported 
that spending cuts were affecting services and putting added pressure on care professionals. 
 
Some 92% of social services staff who took part in the survey highlighted the impact of austerity, 
while 88% reported social work isn’t as high on the political agenda as other public services. Some 
79% of social workers said they enjoy their jobs, but only a quarter feel their workload is manageable 
and a third that they can focus on what matters. Nearly 80% are working overtime every day of the 
week, and 86% are not paid for doing so.  
 
The costs and benefits of paying all the lowest-paid care home 
workers in the UK the Living Wage  
This Joseph Rowntree Foundation has released a report which investigates earnings below the 
Living Wage for staff in care homes for older people, what the costs and benefits might be, and how 
this pay increase could be funded. The research also explores the implications of the new National 
Living Wage and reductions to in-work benefits.  
 
The research found that: 
 

x The estimated annual wage cost of paying the Living Wage to all care home staff in 2014 is 
£830 million for the UK, increasing to almost £1 billion when National Insurance and pension 
contributions are factored in. 

x Paying higher wages reduces the need for in-work benefits, conservatively estimated at £19 
per week per household in 2014. 

x The new National Living Wage announced in the Summer 2015 budget will affect at least 50% 
of care home workers. Including National Insurance and pension contributions, it would cost 
£387 million per year. 
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Council considers capping personal budgets for homecare 
The Guardian has reported that Southampton Council is considering capping personal budgets when 
the money is spent on care and support at home. 
 
Under new proposals, the council is considering paying a maximum of £500 a week for older and 
disabled people whose care, in their own home, is state funded. This would bring rates in line with 
what the council pays for a place in a care home. This could mean council-funded personal budgets 
of more than £500 are revised downwards to the level it would pay if the individual were in a 
residential home or extra care housing scheme.  
 
Care of dying adults in the last days of life 
The National Institute of Care Excellence (NICE) has published guidelines which cover the clinical 
care of adults (18 years and over) who are dying during the last 2 to 3 days of life.  
 
Until recently, the Liverpool Care Pathway was used to provide good end of life care. It was 
withdrawn following widespread criticism and a subsequent Government review which found failings 
in several areas. As a result, NICE was asked to develop evidence based guidelines on care of the 
dying adult.  
 
The guidelines aim to improve end of life care for people in their last days of life by communicating 
respectfully and involving them, and the people important to them, in decisions and by maintaining 
their comfort and dignity. The guideline covers how to manage common symptoms without causing 
unacceptable side effects and maintain hydration in the last days of life. 
 
Personal budgets as an integral form of NHS care: a discussion paper 
National Voices, Shared Lives Plus, TLAP and In Control have released a joint discussion paper 
which argues that the use of personal budgets in health care supports the values of the NHS. It 
asserts that personal budgets in health offer a more targeted form of support that is available free at 
the point of use, according to need, and via public funds.  
 
The report consolidates the view that personal budgets can be implemented in a way that promotes 
community ties, rather than individualism and privatisation of health and social care and that they 
have the potential to improve experience and outcomes for individuals, promoting equity of access to 
support that can change lives. 
 
Care homes added to NHS comparison website 
As part of the NHS Choices comparison website, the performance of every care home in England 
can now be compared allowing users to leave ratings and reviews to help other people assess 
services. 
 
Each care home is scored on its level of safety, staff turnover and food hygiene, among other 
standards. On the website, a database can be searched using a postcode, region or home name to 
check on facilities with or without nursing.  
 
People can access: 
 

x User reviews - including star ratings. 
x Care Quality Commission inspection ratings of care homes. 
x Food Hygiene Standard rating. 
x Levels of staff turnover. 
x Whether the home has a registered manager in post. 
x Key information such as location, services on offer, contact details. 
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Removal of the spare room subsidy: assessment 
The Department for Education has released a report which looks into the effect of the removal of the 
spare room subsidy on foster carers, adopters and special guardians. 
 
The report looks at: 
 

x How the policy change affected the recruitment of foster carers, adopters and special 
guardians to date and what the future effect may be. 

x How local authorities responded to the policy change. 
 
Children who return home from care: improving practice 
The Department for Education has published a report into how local authorities support children who 
return home from care and their families.  
 
The research looks into the work local authorities do to support children returning home from care 
and examines how local authorities: 
 

x Decide that a child is ready to come home from care. 
x Plan the child’s transition from care. 
x Support children who return from care and their families. 
x Monitor the children who have returned home from care. 
x Train and supervise staff in charge of supporting children who return home from care. 

 
Pupil premium: conditions of grant 2016 to 2017 
The Department for Education has published the pupil premium funding conditions of grant for the 
financial year 2016 to 2017 together with a summary of the conditions that academies and local 
authorities must meet to be able to receive the pupil premium. 
 
It is expected that the Department for Education will publish allocations setting out how much pupil 
premium local authorities and academies are receiving for the 2016 to 2017 financial year in June 
2016.  
 
Education services grant (ESG): 2016 to 2017 
The Department for Education has published how much education services grant (ESG) funding local 
authorities are getting for the 2016 to 2017 financial year. 
 
Dedicated schools grant (DSG): 2016 to 2017 
The Department for Education has published how much funding local authorities are getting for their 
schools budget for the 2016 to 2017 financial year. 
 
Schemes for financing schools 
The Department for Education has published updated statutory guidance for local authorities on 
producing and amending school financing schemes. 
 
 
 

Children’s Services 
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16 to 19 funding for students with additional needs 
The Department of Education has published a report which looks at how 16 to 19 institutions plan, 
spend and evaluate their funding to support students with additional needs. 
 
Children’s centres: changes in resourcing and characteristics 
The Department for Education has published a report which explores how changes to children's 
centres' funding and staffing affected services. This report looks at how different types of children’s 
centres managed changes to budgets, staffing and services. 
 
Children's centres: their impact on children and families 
The Department for Education has published a report which considers the effectiveness of children's 
centres at promoting better outcomes for young children and their families. 
 
The report forms part of the national evaluation of children’s centres in England research study and 
looks at the effect of children’s centres on 13 measured outcomes for a large sample of families.  
 
Children’s services: update on DfE Improvement Notices and 
Directions 
The LGiU has released a briefing which updates the October 2014 Children’s Services Network 
(CSN) briefing Children’s services: DfE Improvement Notices and Directions. The briefing 
provides an overview of the background to the announcement by the Prime Minister of further 
measures to be taken over ‘poorly performing children’s services’. 
 
Affordable childcare: response to the select committee report 
The Department for Education has published the Government's response to the final report from the 
House of Lords select committee on affordable childcare. 
 
In general the Government welcomes the Committee’s report, particularly its support for the ongoing 
extension of provision of the free early education entitlement in schools, and initiatives by the 
Government and local authorities to help providers innovate and balance cost with quality. 
 
Moving the goal posts: poverty and access to sport for young people 
The LGiU has published a report which looks at the sports charity Street Games’ findings of an  
in-depth study on the impact of poverty on access to sport. 
 
The report found that young people in areas of poverty are significantly less likely to participate in 
sport because of the cost of taking part. 
 
School accountability and the effectiveness of OFSTED – Education 
Datalab 
The LGiU has published a briefing which looks at how the Education Datalab uses data from the 
national pupil database to produce research that can be used to inform education policy and to help 
schools improve their practice.  
 
The latest Education Datalab report Floors, Tables and Coasters: Shifting the Education Furniture in 
England’s Secondary Schools focuses on three issues: 
 

x Taking account of pupils that leave or enter schools at non-standard times in performance 
tables. 

x How government policy affects curriculum choices in schools, especially how schools are  
re-aligning their Key Stage 4 to accommodate the EBacc and imminent introduction of 
Progress 8. 
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x How consistent and effective are OFSTED judgements of schools compared to performance 
data? 

 
Failing children's services will be taken over 
The Prime Minister’s office are to announce that poorly performing children’s services must improve 
or be taken over by high-performing authorities, experts and charities. 
 
Radical reforms which will mean poorly performing children’s services must improve – or they will be 
taken over. Children’s services in local authorities, which have persistently failed in the past, will be 
taken over immediately. Sharper triggers will be put in place so an emergency Ofsted inspection can 
be ordered where there are concerns about an authority’s performance.  
 
Childcare Bill: policy statement 
The Department for Education has released a policy statement which provides further details on the 
extended entitlement to free childcare for parents of children aged 3 and 4. The documentation has 
been updated to reflect recent announcements on early years in the Autumn Statement and further 
policy developments ahead of committee stage of the Childcare Bill.  
 
Pre-school and early home learning: effects on A level outcomes 
The Department for Education has released a report which looks at whether pre-school and early 
home learning helps students gain more A levels. The report studies the AS and A-level examination 
outcomes of a large sample of young people in England. It investigates the impact of pre-school and 
early home learning on entry patterns and overall attainment at ages 17 and 18 plus. 
 
The report shows that attending any pre-school, compared to none, predicted higher total GCSE 
scores, higher grades in GCSE English and maths, and the likelihood of achieving 5 or more GCSEs 
at grade A*-C. The more months students had spent in pre-school, the greater the impact on total 
GCSE scores and grades in English and maths. The report also shows that positive parenting 
experiences, especially a more stimulating home learning environment when children were young, 
helped to promote better long term outcomes. 
 
Measuring disadvantaged pupils' attainment gaps over time 
The Department for Education has published a statistical working paper which contains details of a 
possible new methodology for measuring the gap in attainment between disadvantaged pupils and 
others over time. The paper also compares the current headline gaps with the new proposed 
methodology. 
 
Further education and skills inspection outcomes  
Ofsted has released data for inspection outcomes as at 31 August 2015 including revised data for 
inspections conducted between September 2014 and February 2015. 
 
Maintained schools and academies: inspections and outcomes 
Ofsted has released data for maintained schools and academies: inspections and outcomes Sep 
2014 to Aug 2015 
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NEET statistics quarterly brief: July to September 2015, England  
The Department for Education has released statistics which provide information on young people 
who are not in education, employment or training (NEET) in England from July to September 2015 
(Quarter 3).  
 

x The 16-18 NEET rate fell by 0.3 percentage points to 10.2% in July to September 2015 
compared to the same period last year.  

x Over the same period the 19-24 NEET rate fell 2.3 percentage points (to 15.4%) and the 
overall 16-24 rate fell by 1.6 percentage points (to 13.8%).  

x All rates are the lowest July to September figures since comparable data began in 2000. 
 
Live tables on homelessness 
Department for Communities and Local Government has released statistics which show there were 
68,560 families in temporary housing from July to September this year, compared with 60,900 in the 
same three months of 2014. Data also shows that 53,480 of those were households with children, 
compared with 45,590 at the same time the year before. 
The figures released show there were 14,670 households accepted as homeless between July and 
September, the largest number since 2008. According to Shelter, more than 103,000 children will 
spend Christmas in B&Bs, hostels or temporary rented homes.  
 
Fostering in England 1 April 2014 to 31 March 2015 
Ofsted has released numbers and profile of foster carers and children in both local authority and 
independent services. 
 
Key Derbyshire figures show: 
 

x Number of children/young people in placements (excluding short breaks) was 524 with the 
number of disabled children/young people being 110.  

x The number of children/young people who went ‘missing’ whilst living with foster carers was 26 
with the number of times children/young people went ‘missing’ whilst living with foster carers 
being 79. 

x The reasons for going missing were given as, 37 - contact with family or friends, 13 - 
suspected sexual exploitation, 24 - other reason or reason unknown. 

x As at 31 March the number of approved foster places was 656, number of filled places was 
333, number of places not available due to the personal circumstances of the foster carers 
was 226. 

x Number of initial enquiries from new prospective fostering households was 602. 
x Number of applications from new prospective fostering households was 82. 

 
Children looked after in England including adoption: 2014 to 2015 
The Department for Education has published statistics on looked-after children at both national and 
local authority levels for the financial year 2014 to 2015. 
 
Figures show that, in Derbyshire there were: 
 

x 605 children looked after at 31 March 2015, equating to a rate of 39 children per 10,000 
children aged under 18 years of which 310 males and 295 female (compared to 660 at the 
same time in 2011). 

Research & Statistics 
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x Of the 255 children who started to be looked after in the year ending 31 March 2015 145 had 
suffered abuse and neglect, 15 had parents with illness or disability, 25 were from families in 
acute stress, 30 from dysfunctional families and 30 with absent parents. 

x 450 children were in foster placements, 40 children had been placed for adoption and 40 
children were in secure units, children's homes and hostels. 

 
Health and Wellbeing of 15-year-olds in England 
The Health and Social Care Information Centre (HSCIC) has published the first report from the new 
survey What About YOUth? 2014 (WAY 2014).  
 
HSCIC was commissioned by the Department of Health to run the survey in direct response to the 
Children and Young People’s Health Outcomes Forum. This Forum identified gaps in the Public 
Health Outcomes Framework (PHOF) and other key health behaviour measures relating to young 
people.  
 
Main findings for Derbyshire show: 
 

x Self-rated health status of 15 year olds in the county reveals 31.9% reported ‘excellent’ (29.5% 
nationally), 53.7% ‘good’ (56% nationally), 13% ‘fair’ (13.3% nationally) and 1.4% ‘poor’ (1.2% 
nationally). 

x 15.5% reported that they have a long term illness, disability or medical condition. 
x Life satisfaction 15.4% rated ‘low’ (13.7% nationally) 18.4% ‘medium’ (20.8% nationally), 

45.2% ‘high’ (43.8% nationally) and 21.1% ‘very high’ (21.7% nationally). 
x Body perception – 11.8% rated themselves ‘too thin’ (13.2% nationally), 36.5% ‘too fat’ (34.4% 

nationally) and 51.7% ‘about right’ (52.4% nationally). 
x Alcohol – 67.3% stated that they currently drink (57.3% nationally) with 9.% stating this was on 

a regular basis (6.2% nationally) 9.2% drank once a fortnight (7.7% nationally), 13.1% drank 
once a month (11.4% nationally) and 36.0% drank only a few times a year (32.0%nationally). 

x Smoking – 76.2% stated that they have never smoked (75.6% nationally) 5.4% were regular 
smokers (5.5% nationally) and 10.9% stated they had tried smoking (11.9% nationally). 

x Drugs – 9.2% reported that they had tried cannabis (10.7% nationally), 3.0% reported having 
used it in the last month (4.6% nationally). 2.7% reported using other drugs (2.5% nationally). 
0.8% said they had taken drugs other than cannabis within the last month (0.9% nationally). 

 
 
 
 
Consultation - Wraparound and holiday childcare 
The Department for Education is seeking views on draft departmental advice about how schools 
should respond to requests regarding wraparound and holiday childcare. 
 
The draft departmental advice concerns how local authority maintained schools, academies and free 
schools should respond to: 
 

x Parents who ask their child’s school to establish wraparound and/or holiday childcare.  
x Childcare providers who ask to use school facilities for wraparound and/or holiday childcare at 

times when they are not being used by the school. 
 
Consultation closes on 26 February 2016 
 
 
 
 

Consultation 
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Behavioural insights in health care 
The Health Foundation has published report Behavioural insights in health care: nudging to reduce 
inefficiency and waste which suggests that ‘nudges’, approaches that steer people in certain 
directions while maintaining their freedom of choice, might offer an effective way to change behaviour 
and improve outcomes at lower cost than traditional policy tools. The review identifies: nudge-type 
interventions with potential to increase efficiency and reduce waste in health care; areas of 
inefficiency and waste to which nudge-type interventions might be productively applied; and 
opportunities and considerations for those looking to introduce nudge-type interventions.  
 
Revised NHS Five Year Forward View vanguard support package 
published 
The NHS Five Year Forward View partners have published an updated national support package for 
vanguard sites.  
 
The revised package has been updated to reflect the needs of the urgent and emergency care and 
acute care collaboration vanguards and includes the learning to date from the initial 29 vanguard 
sites. The package is a result of extensive engagement with the vanguards and aims to maximise the 
sharing of learning and spread good practice nationally across the wider NHS and care system. In 
addition a directory of the national support on offer for the vanguards and the wider NHS and social 
care has also been published to help vanguards develop new partnerships with patients, the public 
and communities. 
 
Within Derbyshire, Erewash CCG and Derbyshire Community Health Services are developing a 
vanguard model and North Derbyshire CCG are part of the Working Together Partnership, which is 
considering workforce redesign. 
 
The Spending Review – what does it mean for health and social care? 
The King’s Fund, the Nuffield Trust and the Health Foundation have published a report which looks 
beyond the headline announcements made in the Comprehensive Spending Review and concludes 
that health spending will not rise by as much as expected when the NHS settlement was announced, 
and that funding for social care will continue to fall short of meeting need.  
 
Health Devolution agreements and plans  
Both London and Greater Manchester have recently announced developments in their devolution 
proposals. 
 
 
A London Health and Care Collaboration Agreement has been agreed between all local authorities, 
Clinical Commissioning Groups and providers in London. This document provides a high level 
overview as to how devolved health and social care functions will be developed across the city. 
 
Greater Manchester has developed, and is currently consulting on, a five-year plan for health and 
social care. The five-year vision focuses on four key areas: 
 

x A fundamental change in the way people and communities take charge of, and responsibility 
for, their own health and wellbeing. 

x The development of local care organisations, which will see GPs, hospital doctors, nurses and 
other health professionals come together with social care teams, other public services, the 

Health & Communities 
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voluntary sector and managers to plan and deliver care. This means that when people do 
need support from public services it will be mainly in their community, with hospitals only 
needed for specialist care. 

x More collaboration between hospitals across Greater Manchester, to make sure expertise, 
experience and efficiencies can be shared across the whole area in a consistent way. 

x Other changes to ensure that standards are consistent and high across Greater Manchester, 
as well as saving money, include exploring sharing some clinical and non-clinical support 
functions; investing in workforce development across Greater Manchester; sharing and 
consolidating public sector buildings; investing in new technology, research and development, 
innovation and ideas. 

 
Sporting Future - A New Strategy for an Active Nation 
The Department for Media, Culture and Sport has released the Government’s sport strategy to tackle 
falling levels of sport participation and high levels of inactivity in the country. The strategy, will 
redefine what success in sport means, with a new focus on five key outcomes: physical wellbeing, 
mental wellbeing, individual development, social and community development and economic 
development. In future, funding decisions will be made on the basis of the outcomes that sport and 
physical activity can deliver. 
 
Libraries shaping the future: good practice toolkit 
The Department for Media, Culture and Sport has released a best practice guide, produced by the 
Leadership for Libraries Taskforce, for chief executives and library portfolio holders, including how 
library services can support local authority priorities. 
 
This toolkit sets out how library services can support delivery of a wide range of local and national 
Government priorities and describes a range of approaches to delivering cost-effective library 
services. 
 
 
 
 
Family food datasets 
The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs has published detailed annual statistics on 
family food and drink purchases. 
 
The family food datasets contain more detailed information than the ‘Family Food’ report and mainly 
provide statistics from 2001 onwards. The UK household purchases and the UK household 
expenditure spreadsheets include statistics from 1974 onwards. These spreadsheets are updated 
annually when a new edition of the ‘Family Food’ report is published.  
 
The ‘purchases’ spreadsheets give the average quantity of food and drink purchased per person per 
week for each food and drink category. The ‘nutrient intake’ spreadsheets give the average nutrient 
intake (eg energy, carbohydrates, protein, fat, fibre, minerals and vitamins) from food and drink per 
person per day. The ‘expenditure’ spreadsheets give the average amount spent in pence per person 
per week on each type of food and drink. Several different breakdowns are provided in addition to the 
UK averages including figures by region, income, household composition and characteristics of the 
household reference person.  
 
Alcohol-specific activity in hospitals in England 
The Nuffield Trust has released a report which highlights hospital visits for alcohol poisoning have 
doubled in six years, with the highest rate among females aged 15 to 19. Emergency admissions due 
to the effects of alcohol, such as liver disease, have also risen by more than 50% in nine years to 
250,000 a year in England. 
 

Research & Statistics 
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Rates were highest in deprived areas and in the north, and among men aged 45-64. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Call for tolls to ease UK congestion  
The Royal Academy of Engineering is calling for a national system of road tolls to be introduced to 
help ease congestion. The Academy claims motorists in the UK endure the worst traffic anywhere in 
Europe, with long queues becoming a regular occurrence, especially on motorways and major A 
roads. 
 
Over 20 possible measures were considered by industry experts and academic researchers as part 
of the paper, yet tolls were found to be the single best way to keep vehicles flowing. 
Smart motorways were deemed too expensive to implement, while parking controls, car clubs and 
reformed bus services in cities were said to offer less value for money compared to road pricing. 
 
Diesel drivers facing charges in five cities 
The Government has announced plans to improve air quality in cities whilst minimising the impact on 
business. Under these plans Clean Air Zones will be introduced in Birmingham, Leeds, Nottingham, 
Derby and Southampton by 2020.  
 
The plans set out a comprehensive approach by introducing targeted local measures to tackle the 
most polluting vehicles, like old buses, taxis, coaches and lorries, in a small number of air quality 
hotspots.  
 
Under government plans no private cars will be charged in these cities and newer vehicles that meet 
the latest emission standards will not need to pay. The Clean Air Zones will be targeted at areas of 
each city where the air quality problem is most serious. These Zones will reduce the pollution in city 
centres and encourage the replacement of old, polluting vehicles with modern, cleaner vehicles.  
 
Similar zones in Germany and Denmark have been shown to lead to an improvement in air quality. 
They will be introduced by 2020, giving businesses time to prepare for the change in order to 
minimise the impact. Following scoping studies, which the Government will provide funding for, 
Councils will consult on the details on these Zones. Local authorities will only be able to set charges 
at levels designed to reduce pollution, not to raise additional revenue beyond recovering the costs of 
the scheme. 
 
Cycling and walking investment strategy: setting the scene 
The Department for Transport has released a policy paper which sets out the process and timescales 
for development the first cycling and walking investment strategy. 
 
Under the Infrastructure Act 2015, the Government is required to set a cycling and walking 
investment strategy (CWIS) for England. This document outlines the timetable and approach for 
developing the first CWIS in 2016.  
 
New licences awarded to explore for shale oil and gas 
The Oil and Gas Authority has awarded 93 new licences to explore 159 blocks of land for oil and gas 
on the mainland of the UK. The licences give rights to companies to explore for shale oil and gas, but 
do not give automatic permission to drill, as planning permission is needed to build rigs and drill. 
Around 75% of the exploration licences relate to shale oil and gas, which typically requires fracking. 
Large parts of North East and the North West have been opened up for exploration, alongside licence 
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blocks in the Midlands, the South of England and Wales. Areas opened up for exploration include 
land around Chesterfield, Sheffield, Barnsley, York, and Preston, Burnley, Bolton, and Chester. 
Blocks of land adjacent to national parks including the Lake District, the Peak District and the North 
York Moors are also now open for exploration. 
 
 
 
 
Travel time measures for the strategic road network: April to 
September 2015 
The Department for Transport has released statistics on the strategic road network (SRN) 
incorporating reliability of journeys on Highways Agency roads in England. 
 
For individual months between April and September 2015: 
 

x The average speed on the SRN ranged from 58.8mph to 60.6mph. 
x The average delay on the SRN in England ranged between 7.9 and 9.4 seconds per vehicle 

per mile. 
x The reliability of travel times on the SRN in England ranged from 58% to 69% additional time 

needed on average on individual road sections to ensure on time arrival. 
 
 
 
 
Consultation - National Planning Policy: consultation on proposed 
changes 
The Department for Communities and Local Government is seeking views on specific changes to 
national planning policy to support delivery of new homes, including low cost homes for first time 
buyers. 
 
This consultation is seeking views on some specific changes to National Planning Policy in the 
following areas:  
 

x Broadening the definition of affordable housing, to expand the range of low cost housing 
opportunities for those aspiring to own their new home.  

x Increasing residential density around commuter hubs, to make more efficient use of land in 
suitable locations.  

x Supporting sustainable new settlements, development on brownfield land and small sites, and 
delivery of housing allocated in plans.  

x Supporting delivery of starter homes.  
 
A draft equalities assessment is also being published and this consultation also seeks views on the 
draft assessment and any additional evidence that should be taken into account. 
 
Consultation closes on 22 February 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visit Have your say where you can view details about Derbyshire County Council’s current 
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consultations, those carried out in the past and those planned for the future. Current consultations 
include: 
 
 
 
 
Household waste recycling centres 20 November  2015 15 January 2015 

 

Consultation            Started                   Closes 


