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STRONG RESULT FOR LABOUR 
IN THE GENERAL ELECTION  

I was so pleased with our result 
in the General Election - a strong 
second place that shows Labour 
as the only credible opposition to 
the Conservatives in this area. 
Our message of protecting 
school budgets, building 
affordable homes and funding 
the NHS was well received both 
locally and across the country. 
Austerity doesn't work for the 
majority and people are no 
longer prepared for further cuts 
to services whilst the big 
corporations and wealthy 
individuals receive generous tax 
breaks. This is the start of our 
fight back against unfair and 

unjust policies that only work for 
the few. We now have a by-
election to fight in Ely South on 
September 7th, an opportunity 
to reinforce Labour’s message 
locally. 
Also in this newsletter - how the 
Tory's ''fairer funding'' formula 
will leave our local schools with 
significant shortfalls in next 
year's budgets; the failure of our 
Tory council to build the 
affordable home we so 
desperately need and; evidence 
that the Council is hoarding 
millions of pounds of our council 
tax and at the same time cutting 
staff and services.  

Despite local MP Lucy Frazer's promise to 
increase funding for schools in or area, all 
of our local schools face significant 
shortfalls in next year's budget. Under the 
Conservatives new funding formula, 
schools in Cambridgeshire must cut a 
further £24million over the next two years. 
This is on top of the reductions over the 
past seven years of Conservative/Lib Dem 
governments. Local Head teachers are 
warning of larger classes, reduced staffing 
and cutting back on resources. Ely College 

is facing a £300,000 shortfall and Ely St 
John’s £70,000. Our children only have one 
chance for a proper education. These cuts 
are unfair on this generation and will be 
harmful to the country in the long run.  

Funding for our local schools,  

Ely St John's School facing cuts  

For the many, not the few  

A message from Rebecca DENNESS  
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No new homes here!  

Affordable Housing? Not a chance.  
For the past five years the Council has been 
promising to build 550 new dwellings each 
year with up to 40% designated as 
affordable. Not once have they come even 
close to achieving this target. Last year only 
181 homes were completed and the year 
before just 163. The major development in 
North Ely was supposed to provide 220 
new houses each year starting in 2015. To 
date not a single brick has been laid. 
Instead we have the council’s private 
developers (Palace Green Homes) seeking 
to make a £2m profit for the Council by 
squeezing expensive and unnecessary 
houses on the Barton Road car park. The 
people of Ely need homes they can afford 
to buy or rent. Expensive new homes on 

random small plots simply attract buyers 
with well paid jobs in Cambridge and 
beyond, moving to Ely and adding to our 
overcrowded trains and congested roads. 
It is another failed policy and we deserve 
better.  

Our Council Tax  

We need a safe crossing here.  

The Council keep telling us they are being 
forced to cut staff and services because 
“there is no money”. But if you look at the 
accounts for last year, the council actual 
underspent the budget by £1.7 million - 
and simply transferred that amount to its 
'reserves'. Underspending in previous years 
means the council are now sitting on 
£13million of 'useable reserves'. Enough to 
give us all a two year holiday from paying 
council tax and still having plenty left over. 
Labour says, if there is money just sitting in 
the bank losing value why not spend it on 
the services that will improve the lives of 
the residents. It is, after all, our money. And 
if the Council wants some ideas on what 
needs doing; how about a safe crossing 

over the A10 for cyclists and pedestrians 
approaching Ely from Witchford. Or fibre 
broadband for the parts of Ely that are still 
waiting for the service. Or simply fixing the 
pot holes, uneven pavements and tidying 
up the city centre.  

Vote for Rebecca DENNESS on 7th September  
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By Election In Ely South  
The mood in Ely is changing. Local people 
have realised that austerity simply 
doesn't work for the majority of ordinary 
people. The services we rely on for our 
quality of life have been cut and are 
being cut again. The workers we rely on, 
the police, fire-fighters, nurses, teachers 
and council workers, have their wages 
capped at just 1%.whilst the 
Conservatives on East Cambridgeshire 
District Council have voted themselves a 
huge 24% increase in their allowances. 
Ely is a great city to live in; people want to 
keep the best of their city but they also 

want good services and decent 
affordable housing. The General Election 
in June put Labour in a strong second 
place. That result shows that many local 
people have lost faith in the Lib Dems as 
opposition to the East Cambridgeshire 
Tories. Labour are ready to step up and 
provide credible opposition to the 
Conservatives in this area. 
It’s time for change.  
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I am proud to introduce 
Rebecca DENNESS as Labour’s 
candidate for the Ely South by-
election. I will be working hard 
with the local Labour team to 
make sure Rebecca takes her 
seat on the District Council 
after September 7th.  
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