
Labour Conference 2017 Report 

Women’s Conference – Saturday  

Labour party conference (#Lab2017 for you Tweeters) started off with a bang on Saturday 
with the Labour Women's Conference.  With more than 1500 of us there it has been 
confirmed to be the largest ever women's conference.  

Dawn Butler MP started off proceedings by making a policy announcement. Our next Labour 
government has promised to end "period poverty" for women by handing out free sanitary 
products in schools, foodbanks and homeless shelters.  The party says it wants all women, 
regardless of age, social status or background, to be able to easily access the hygiene 
products they need. 

This would be paid for by scrapping Tory vanity projects such as Free Schools and the 
expansion of Grammar Schools. 

She then introduced Jeremy Corbyn who walked in to a massive roar, chants of “Oh Jeremy 
Corbyn” and a standing ovation.  He said:  

 He was honoured to speak and confirmed that more than 61% of the candidates in 
marginal seats at the next election will be from all-women shortlists as he wanted to 
see at least 50% of the PLP as women within the next decade – as we've waited long 
enough.  This is in comparison to 21% for the Tories and 33% for the LibDems.  But it 
still isn’t enough.   

 86% of all the cuts have directly affected women but it wasn’t all bad news.   

 It is heartening to see girls breaking into formally male-dominated industries such as 
engineering.   

 He spoke about the WASPI women and that too many of them were suffering from 
terrible poverty and now in extreme difficulty.  He pledged to raise a votable motion 
in Parliament and if the Tories won’t go along with it, he assured us that, with a 
Labour government WASPI women will get fairness.   

 He promised to address the gender pay gap.  Barbara Castle, in 1970, passed the 
Equal Pay Act but 1970 was a long time ago and he wanted to see this happen not 
just in his lifetime, but within the next decade.   

 He praised Stella Creasy for her success in getting women in Northern Ireland the 
same access to abortion as the women in the rest of the United Kingdom.   

 He praised Diane Abbott for her strength in facing up to the bullies and to the abuse 
she has endured.   

 He praised many others for raising the issue of abuse and reiterated that it is never 
OK and people should not do it. 

 He reminded us that every piece of progressive legislation has been introduced by a 
Labour government, including Sure Start.   

 He also said that we must show compassion, to help those less fortunate than 
ourselves and to support refugees.  Everyone is a human being and we are all 
connected, around the world.   

1

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/lab2017?source=feed_text&story_id=1239262756219923


 This is why it is important to build relationships with governments rather than 
alienate them like this Tory Government has done.   

 He also said how proud he was of Emily Thornberry for calling out Saudi and UAE 
atrocities.  This segued neatly into his next bit. 

He then introduced (to another massive roar) his dear friend Emily Thornberry whose first 
words were "well, there we are" to cheers and applause.  We all remember that election 
night moment when a spluttering, incredulous David Dimbleby was put in his place by those 
four little words.  

 She spoke about our manifesto and the Party's plans to end austerity as this impacts 
so severely (and unfairly) on women.  

 She spoke about the gender pay gap and the work which the Jo Cox Foundation is 
doing to get more women into politics and, ultimately, parliament.  

 We have more women MPs than we have ever had and a more gender-balanced 
shadow cabinet than there has ever been. Even though the Tories have had two 
female leaders, neither Margaret Thatcher nor Theresa May were ever friends to 
women or supportive of women's issues.    

 She said that, by the time that we women in the hall are aged 59, at least a third of 
us will be a carer for a disabled or elderly relative.  

 Women from every age, race and religion are united in our belief in a better society 
and we’re here to build.   

 She said “let’s take the fight to the Tories  - let’s go down to Hastings and unseat 
Amber Rudd,  - let’s go round the other way and show Connor Burns and Tobias 
Ellwood that they’re supposed to be the MPs for Bournemouth not Bahrain!” which 
brought the house down. 

 

After a brief recess, when I had the chance to chat to these formidable women, many 
people spoke to conference on a wide range of topics. 

I spoke on the housing debate and it seemed to go well as many women approached me 
during the rest of the day and the next, saying very kind things about my speech. 
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We also voted for two candidates (Emine Ibrahim and Anna Dyer) for the National Constitutional 

Committee (which deals with disciplinary matters, expulsions etc.); they were elected with 

massive majorities.  

 

Evening: 

Jeremy Corbyn came to the Eastern Region reception in the evening, congratulating us for 
the successes in the region in the general election & thanking us for our efforts. We were 
also joined by Tom Watson, Alex Mayer MEP, Kelvin Hopkins (the Luton MP) and Iain 
McNichol, General Secretary of the NEC. 

 

Day 1 – Sunday – First full day of Conference 

 Treasurer gave us very good news about Labour’s finances  

 We are mortgage and debt-free for the first time since the 1960s.   

 The Labour Party’s finances are “strong and stable” (roar!).   

 More than 400,000 people joined as members over the last 2 years 

 We formed an Election Trust Fund which was originally built up for the mayoral and 

local elections.   

 We started with a war chest of £3.5 million 

 Some people who got to speak to the Treasurer Report and Annual Report wanted to 

know how much money had been spent on prosecuting suspended members and 

also wished to know how much the compliance unit costs.  This got a big round of 

applause – there was obviously still quite a bit of bitterness over the huge numbers 

of members who were suspended or expelled during the second leadership election.   

 Many people called for more fiscal transparency.  People also wished to know why 

marginal seats were not supported during the election, but instead the NEC chose to 

shore up the existing vote, even in very safe seats.   
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 Their excuse was that they could not have foreseen the result and were protecting 

existing MPs but everything has now changed and many more seats will be 

supported at the next election.   

 Although the Labour Party is doing very well financially, CLPs are struggling, even 

when they have expanded their membership greatly and there needs to be a review 

of funding with the suggestion that 5% of membership subs from each local member 

should be retained by the relevant CLP. 

 There was already a suggestion to increase the current £1.56 per member to £2.50 

per member 

 They also stated that there were funds CLPs could apply for such as Diversity Funds 

and Constituency Funds.  The main message was “we’ve heard you and will look into 

it”.   

 The Annual Report was then unanimously carried. 

 

Diane Abbott 

 The debate on Protecting Communities, was introduced with an excellent speech by 

Diane Abbott on Labour's commitment to increase the numbers of police & 

firefighters 

 She listed the jobs that had been lost under Theresa May – the police, the 

firefighters etc. 

 Pledged to remove the public sector pay cap 

 No divide & rule of public sector workers on pay. 

 Guarantee of existing rights of EU nationals to remain in UK (huge cheer!)  

 Here’s the link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WwzfUwe_1J0 
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Bumped into our lovely Councillor – Anna Smith (@anna4romsey) – who had spoken on a 

motion and who remembered me from the Women’s event in Ely: 

 

Welsh Secretary 

 Good Speech from Carwyn Jones, Welsh First Minister with some neat observations 

on Brexit and with comparisons to Dante's Divine Comedy - the descent into the 

seven circles of hell - 'Dante has Virgil as his spiritual guide, while David Davis has 

Nigel Farage' 

Announced Policies: Wales has been able to introduce as a result of devolution: 

 The most generous childcare support in UK  

 Greater trade union rights.   

 It has passed an opt-out organ donation law which Labour would bring into the rest 

of the UK once in power. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rQSxr-H-rOQ 

General Secretary NEC 

 Iain McNicol then came up but had to wait while the whole conference hall chanted 

“Ooohh Jeremy Corbyn” at him (loudly).  He took us through the many achievements 

and successes of the General Election campaign in a very positive and upbeat 

speech. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tLFByXxdMfs 
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Ian Lavery – The Chair 

 Gave a rousing speech, talking about how close we got to power.  (“hoo close!”) 

 Best share of the vote in more than 20 years 

 We came within a hair’s breadth 

 We changed political debate in the UK 

 We denied the Tories a majority and a mandate. 

 With clean money from our members and clean money from the Trade Unions  

 £4 million in 6 weeks – averaging £19 from more than 250,000 people 

 The campaign was positive, hopeful and funded by the many not the few!   

 A big contrast with the Tories who had huge donations from a handful of donors and 

who ran a disgracefully negative and abusive campaign. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FIp_1XSwATU 

 There were many speakers from the floor but it was chaotic, with people jumping up 

and down with inflatables, large hats, plastic flowers etc. to get noticed.   

 

 This was not fair to those of us at the back (who weren’t visible) and to disabled 

people in wheelchairs – and this point was made by a delegate in a wheelchair later 

on.  

 

 It was also requested that there be proper Standing Orders about who and how 

people are called as this was not an acceptable, nor professional way to run things. 

The results of the Contemporary Issues Ballot were announced and they were: 

NHS 
Housing 
Social Care 
Rail 
 
The Trades Union’s preferred subjects were: 
 
Grenfell Tower 
Workers’ Rights 
Public Sector Pay 
Growth and Investment 
 
The results of the CAC elections were announced:  

 Our CLP’s choice, Seema Chandwani and Billy Hayes won the ballot with huge 

majorities.   

 The leadership now has two more supportive members of the CAC who will help him 

with the changes he wishes to make and aid the further democratisation of the Party.  
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Fringe: 

Sunday evening – Another fantastic fringe event. The World Transformed: Ed Miliband in 

conversation with John Harris of The Guardian. 

  

Managed to ask Ed a question and he answered with honesty and good humour. Very affable 

and much nicer looking in real life 😁 Lucky me!  I told him that I had voted for him at the time 

and had never regretted it as I always knew I’d definitely voted for the right brother! 
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Day 2 – Monday 

Bumped into the Beast of Bolsover on the way to conference and asked if he wouldn’t mind 

if we took a picture with him.  His response: “Awright, if yer quick!”  Keith said, “What’s it 

like being a celebrity Dennis?” to which he growled “It beats being down pit!” 

 

It's was another very full-on day with excellent speeches from Emily Thornberry, Sir Keir 

Starmer QC, Dennis Skinner & John McDonnell, & that was just before lunch!  

MEP Glenis Willmot spoke of the challenges ahead with regard to Brexit. 
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Emily Thornberry’s speech is here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2xM-FlEA3_E 

Emily's speech was direct, clear, often hilarious and delivered with aplomb.   

 Her joke about Boris complaining that Brexit wasn’t his Brexit helped her make a 

joke about paternity tests and Jeremy Kyle that brought the house down.   

 She also made very good points about having an ethical foreign policy and to go even 

further than the late great Robin Cook and ban all arms sales to dodgy regimes – 

starting with Saudi Arabia – this was very well received.   

 Emily committed to putting our values at the very heart of foreign policy. 

Sir Keir Starmer QC 
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 Keir explained the party’s stance on the single market & the customs union.   

 He committed to a policy of remaining in single market & customs union.  

 Although we respect the result of the democratic vote, this does not mean that we 

will allow the Tories to make a mess of it and we are holding them to account.   

 We have already forced a U-turn on the transitional period and there will be more.   

 It was a fine speech and quite technical. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dLGPfpkX2nI 

Dennis was on fine form as usual 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VplY-KF2IHs 

 

In the interval, I bumped into Peter Stefanovic, a lawyer who produces excellent critiques of 

the Tory Government and often does the job that the mainstream media should be doing 

and we swapped Twitter and Facebook addresses – very nice man indeed – wonderfully 

well-informed and VERY tall. 
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John McDonnell’s speech, mapping out the future of our economy and businesses/transport 

links was bold and visionary 
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 Electrification of the railways up North 

 Making sure everyone has access to high-speed digital broadband 

 Made the 2nd best quip of the day when discussing technology- 'This year a Chinese 

team teleported quantum data to a satellite. We can beat that, we have a whole 

Tory cabinet teleported from the 18th century'.   

 Much talk of regeneration, especially in the neglected North 

 Lots of Green technology initiatives  

 Stop all funding staying in London.   

 He discussed robotics and how this will change the nature of employment in the 

future and that, if the Tories have their way, all the benefits will remain in a few 

hands while everyone else is exploited.   

 In Labour’s hands, this is an opportunity which can benefit all of society.  

John committed, as well as to the renationalisation programme mentioned in the news,  

 To cap the level of debt interest on credit cards, in the same way that a law was 

passed to make sure that payday loan sharks were reined in with a limit on their 

repayment interest rates.   

 This law will prevent anyone paying back in interest, any amount that exceeds the 

original loan.   

 The big ones were, of course, the scrapping of student tuition fees and 

 Taking PFI contracts back for the NHS & a pledge not to award any government 

contracts to Companies based in tax havens. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RaoThMbgrhA 
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Fringe: 

On our way to a fringe event, we bumped into the “smiling assassin” himself, the very 

dapper Barry Gardiner, former Mayor of Cambridge who scares the Tories to death! 

In the evening Keith attended a workshop on an excellent new bit of campaigning software 

called ORGANISE while I attended the launch of the New “Jewish Voice for Labour” group.  

Their discussions were: Jewish Socialism Past and Present: Antisemitism, Israel and the 

Labour Party”.  It was very interesting and the meeting was absolutely packed out.  The 

speakers included: Sir Stephen Sedley (retired Appeal Court Judge), Avi Shlaim (Oxford 

Professor) and the Jewish Socialists Group’s David Rosenberg. 

Later on, we met up with some of our Northern Comrades, and met the lovely Laura 

Pidcock.  She kindly crouched down (quite a bit) for the photo as I am so short. 
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Day 3 – Tuesday 

 Went to a Humanists for Labour breakfast with Kelvin Hopkins & Angela Eagle among 

others.  It was an excellent start to the day.   

 The main points made were that education especially should be secular – that there 

should not be any faith schools as this can lead to a lack of integration, not to mention 

brainwashing and a lack of e.g. sex education.   

 One gay woman in the audience, described the horrific way her Catholic school dealt with 

sex education – (a) there wasn’t any and there was a very high teenage pregnancy rate in 

the area and (b) all they’d been shown was a video of a foetus being aborted – awful 

stuff. 

 We also spoke about Orthodox Jewish schools in London, where you can have third 

generation British men who can’t speak English.   

 We also discussed other policies.  Someone joked that, since in the UK 53% of people had 

no religion perhaps we should not have a Church of England but be a fully secular society.   

 Kelvin Hopkins, the MP for Luton, spoke at depth about his multicultural and multi-faith 

constituency and the fact that his atheism doesn’t seem to harm him politically. 

In the conference hall, the entire morning session (all three hours of it) was taken up with Brexit 

– despite the media trying to spin the news that we were ignoring the subject.  People got up to 

speak and, while there were a couple of people who were calling for a second referendum, the 

general consensus was that there was trust in the leadership to steer the right course and much 

support for Keir Starmer, Emily Thornberry and Barry Gardiner to do the right thing.  Also, some 

delegates warned against trying to tie the hands of the leadership while other (northern) 

delegates warned against appearing to go against the result as attitudes in the North were very 

different from the views in the “Westminster Bubble” and the South East.  

Tuesday was a very busy voting and debating day.  We voted for:  

 constitutional amendments, on membership of the NEC 

 10% threshold for nominations for leadership elections  

 The conduct of members.   

Results: 

 There are now 3 extra seats for members on the NEC.   

 The two new members of the National Constitutional Committee (NCC), Emine Ibrahim 

and Anna Dyer, won by a huge landslide despite much lobbying and organising from 

Labour First and Luke Akehurst.   

 These new members are far more supportive of the leadership than their predecessors, 

Michael Cashman and Gloria de Piero – who got less than half of the votes of the newly-

elected NCC members. 
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As well as all this, the day was packed with keynote speeches from:  

 

 

Rebecca Long-Bailey (Business) 

 She spoke about technology and how it can enhance the lives of ordinary working people, 

but not if this technology is controlled by the Tories.   

 She spoke about our green energy plans, to transform business and manufacturing in the 

UK.   

 The technological changes we’ve seen in the last 20 years will pale in comparison to the 

next twenty.   

 More than half of jobs could be lost to automation and this brings the threat of rising 

poverty.   

 Under the Tories, there will be a monopoly on profits for the few and increased 

exploitation for the many.   

 Only Labour will ensure that workers and businesses are equipped to enjoy the prosperity 

this changing economy can bring and Labour will restore the rights to workers, rolling out 

sectoral collective bargaining and guaranteeing unions access to the workplace. 

Her speech is at this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=elpaOfzTptg 

 

She was followed by a confident and positive speech from Len McCluskey of Unite:   

 He talked of the need to create decent jobs, proper jobs with job security.   
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 Had a pop at the “whingers and the whiners” who said we should have done better and 

we should have won – we DID win – we won the hearts and minds of millions of people, 

especially the young.   

 We won the arguments that radical policies can stir the imagination and stir the support 

of the British people 

 We won back our dignity and pride making Labour a noble cause to fight for again (huge 

cheers) 

Angela Rayner (Education) 

  

Angela spoke with passion about her early life and how Sure Start helped her when she was 

a young single mother at 16.  She told of the destruction of the service by the Tories, who 

have cut the funding in half and closed more than 1200 Sure Start centres. She pledged that 

Labour would reinstate that funding, promising £500 million to achieve this.  Her full speech 

can be found here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j6h7XUnH6Oc 

A real highlight was the guest speaker, Naomi Klein and I would recommend you catch her 

speech too (link below) – in fact, watch most of the speeches – I didn’t hear a bad one in 

that Conference Hall.  Klein drew many comparisons with what is happening in the UK and 

the USA and likened Donald Trump to the fatberg in London's sewers - a bringing together 

of all that's noxious, & difficult to dislodge! 

Here’s the link to Diane Klein’s speech: https://youtu.be/jj1nuw38DqY 
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Jon Ashworth the Shadow Health Secretary spoke very movingly of his alcoholic father and 

pledged support for addiction services and for the children of addicts/alcoholics.  He talked 

about integrating health and social care and in investing more in preventative measures, 

rather than cutting like the Tories which results in problems becoming far more acute and 

more expensive further down the line. 

 

Jon Ashworth (Health) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0RbgV5h-vnY 

Deputy Leader Tom Watson. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=040ZzZ-s_F8 

 

Tom Watson led a chorus of 'Oh Jeremy Corbyn' (cringe-making as the crowd didn’t join in) and 

said he’d had an epiphany at Glastonbury and learned that it's better to be loved than to be 

feared – and that he really loved his job, even though there were so many others who wanted 

it...Working together is how we win elections! 
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Quote: We have the imagination, we have the drive, we have the (pause for effect) 

Momentum! (huge applause) 

 

They were all really good speeches and I purchased a selection of them for people to read if 

they wish.  

 

Keith and Ollie (Youth Delegate) taking it all in.   

All motions recommended by the NEC were carried with huge majorities and we all voted 

for them.  I have copies of the rule changes in case anyone wants to read them in detail and 

have kept the Conference Arrangements Committee reports from each day. 
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Fringe: 

Tuesday night – Ed Miliband was quiz Master at Komedia.   

This was another of The World Transformed fringe events and it was packed to the rafters 

with lots of young people as well as a table of Guardian journalists (who didn’t win by the 

way).  Ed was amusing and affable and we all had a real laugh.  The quiz was eye-wateringly 

difficult and we came fourth - only got 27 out of 55 – the winning team won with just 32 

points.   

 

The first prize was the T-shirt that Ed wore when he did the Take on Me video for The Last 

Leg (as well as taking tea with him – I presume at the House of Commons).  The winning 

team was called “Notorious C.L.P”.   

At the end, there was a really long queue as a lot of the youngsters wanted to talk to him 

and get selfies – he duly obliged – a truly nice man. 
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Day 4 – Wednesday (Last Day) 

A day of Policy Forums 

Keith went to Pensions – he will talk about this 

I went to Energy 

There was a lot of repetition of stuff that had been discussed at Conference 

 Green energy 

 Banning fracking  

 Reinvigorating the sustainable energy industries 

 Getting rid of nuclear power as Wind is now cheaper and cleaner   

 Getting the unions on board so that they support rather than fight the changes 

 Tidal power and offshore wind is the future 

 Getting solar panels on all new government-related buildings 

Leader’s Speech 

 

Fantastic energy and excitement in the conference hall and the sort of speech many people 

had been waiting years to hear.  I’m sure you watched it, but here’s the link in case you 

didn’t: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bKpCwTEJ77A 
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