
Bus Service Victory 
 

On Monday 16th January I held a meeting 
with constituents in Quarrington Hill. The 
public meeting, attended by over 50       
residents, was held in response to Arriva’s 
decision earlier in the month to stop      
running bus services through the village. 
 
Residents, Councillors and I worked hard in 
the subsequent weeks in an attempt to re-
verse the decision to bypass the village. 
Faced with a huge campaign of meetings 
and protests it would appear that Arriva 
working with the County Council were  
prepared to compromise.    

I am was very pleased that Arriva decided to change its stance on this and I          
celebrated the return of bus services through the village with councillors and      

residents of Quarrington Hill. 

Greater Protection for Prison       
Officers 
 
In January I called for a review of  leg-
islative protection for prison       offic-
ers following a recent high     profile 
court case involving       Frankland 
Prison.  

I know that the staff at Frankland   and elsewhere feel let down by the       outcome 
of this case and are concerned that it may make prison officers more     vulnerable.  
 
In the coming months I want to work with the Prison Service to see if a way        for-
ward can be found to ensure greater protection for their officers and that assaults 
on them are dealt with quickly and fairly by the justice system.  
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Closure of Community Centre 

The residents of Sherburn Hill have 
been angered by the temporary   
closure of their community centre, 
which is in desperate need of      
repair, after a health and safety   
inspection undertaken by Durham 
County Council. 

I am led to believe that money was 
earmarked for the community    
centre but it is my understanding 
that the then Durham City Council, including the Portfolio Holder for Finance/
Deputy Leader, Councillor Carol Woods, chose to spend the community’s mon-
ey on the new swimming pool in the city centre instead.  

I encouraged Durham County Council to have a meeting with the management  
committee, which took place last week, to discuss a way forward for the     
community centre. I will be helping them with their action plan. 

Celebrating Carers Rights Day in Durham 

I recently met local      
carers and celebrated 
the vital contribution 
they made to society at 
an event in Durham 
Town Hall in honour of 
Carers Rights Day. The 
day champions the valu-
able work of many thou-
sands of carers across 
the UK and offers an im-
portant support network  
for those who give so 

much to others. 

Carers Rights Day is a great way of bringing carers together as well as          
providing an opportunity for many to access the specialist support and advice 
they need. The event included advice and support from Welfare Rights, Job 
Centre Plus and Durham & Chester-le-Street Carers Support.  



Plummeting Police Numbers 
 
On the 26th January I called on the Government to rethink its approach to 
policing after the latest figures showed that police numbers have fallen to 
the lowest for a decade, including the  loss of 121 officers in Durham since 
March 2010. 

I can well remember Nick Clegg coming to Durham before the last general 
election  to promise that the Liberal Democrats would be providing 3,000 
more officers nationally, 200 of which would have been in the North East. 

But now we know the Lib Dem-Tory Government’s 20 per cent budget cut 
to the police force will 
lead to the loss of 16,000 
officers despite their 
pledge that frontline num-
bers wouldn’t decrease. 
It’s very worrying that 
crime is on the rise and 
I’m really worried that less 
police on the beat will 
lead to more crime on the 
streets of Durham. 

 

Durham Schools Debate Event 
 
On the 27th January I took part in a  Q&A event with 116 pupils from      

Roseberry Sports College, 
Parkview School, Durham Feder-
ation, Durham Gilesgate Sports 
College and Belmont Communi-
ty School. 

The year 10 and 11 pupils spent 
the morning in debating      
workshops, looking at the     
communication skills involved in 
a successful debate and later 
took part in a House of         

Commons style debate. After the debate neighbouring MP Kevan Jones and 



New Durham Cathedral Bishop Introduced in the House of Lords 
 
Bishop Justin was introduced during an ancient ceremony which allows him 

to take his seat as a Lord 
Spiritual.  
Bishop Justin said “I am de-
lighted to be introduced to 
the House, it is a great  
honour. It will give me a 
chance to raise important 
North East issues on       na-
tional and to be an       ad-
vocate for the region.” 
 

 
 
Bearpark Community Centre 
 
Discussions are continuing between the Bearpark Residents Group and the 
Parish Council with officers from the County Council to try and achieve    lo-
cal play facilities and amenities for 
young people that are wanted and 
shaped by the local community. 
 
Market Place 
 
Following the public meeting in Au-
gust the working group that it es-
tablished has continued to meet 
regularly with County Council staff 
to achieve improvements in the market place. We have had         considera-
ble achievements:  
1) traffic lights have been installed;  
2) costs are being obtained for the alteration of some seats; and  
3) costs are being drawn up for bin replacement.  
 
We  are consulting on other safety issues still to be addressed. 
 
North East Housing Innovation Forum 
 
For some time I have been involved with the work of the newly formed    



National and Policy Issues 

Government cutting too far and too fast  
 
After stalling for a year our economy has now 
gone into reverse. Unemployment is at a 17 
year high. And the result is £158 billion more 
borrowing than planned. This Tory plan is    
hurting, but it’s not working.  

We need to get people back to work and off 
benefits, or the scar of unemployment will do 
long term damage. Whilst it is important that 
our deficit is reduced, I believe doing so    
without a growth plan, at the expense of   
struggling families and youth employment, is 
not the right route.  

I, along with my Labour colleagues, are putting 
pressure on the government to implement a 
Banker’s Bonus Tax which could get 5,500 

young people back into work in the North East. 

Welfare Reform 

The Tory failure to get people back to 
work has left unemployment at 2.64      
million, youth unemployment over a 
million, and pushed up the benefits 
bill by £29bn. 
 
Together with cross benchers, we    
defeated the Government four times 
in the Lords - and secured a key         
concession on the mobility component of the Disability Living Allowance for 
those living in care homes, preventing the Government from bringing in chang-
es that would make some people      prisoners in their own homes. 
 
I spoke out against the legislation in the Commons debate because it will        
demonise and penalise people who live in the social rented secretary.             
Unfortunately the coalition managed to overturn the Lords’ amendments in 



Holocaust Memorial Day Pledge 
 
On the 26th January I signed the Holocaust Memorial 
Day 2012 Pledge. It’s important that we remember 
those whose lives have been destroyed through ha-
tred and exclusion in the Holocaust under Nazi perse-
cution and in subsequent genocides in Rwanda, Bos-
nia and Darfur. 
 
Millennium Development Goals 
 
I chaired a session of an international conference at Westminster  aimed at 
necessary progress towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals. I 
have specific concerns about the slow pace of movement towards fulfilling 
these goals in a number of countries. I have particular interest in reducing 
global poverty, improving maternal health and achieving universal primary 
education. 
 
Response to the Select Committee Report on the NPPF 
 
As Shadow Minister for Planning I welcomed the report published in          De-
cember by the Communities and  Local Government Select Committee into 
the draft National Planning  Policy Framework (NPPF). I am concerned that 
the move from specific and detailed planning policy statements to general    
advice could,  without adequate safeguards, produce poor decision making 
and I am pleased the Select Committee has picked up on this and indeed they 
have noted that ‘clarity is not created by brevity’ in the document. 

Mary Portas’ Report on the Future of the High Street 

I welcomed the publication of the results of Mary Portas' review on the fu-
ture of British high streets and town centres. The list of recommendations          
emphasises just how much the Government needs to rethink its rushed and    
ill-thought through planning proposals to prevent them seriously damaging 
our highs streets and town centres. 

Please get in touch... 
If you have any thoughts or comments on any issues in the constituency, you 
can always contact me using the following details: 
 Tel: 0191 374 1915 
 Email: mail@roberta.org.uk  
 Address: The Miners’ Hall, Redhills, Durham, DH1 4BD 


