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City of Durham CLP Report — September 2014 

Constituency & Community News 

Durham Miners’ Gala 

Once again it was wonderful sunshine for the Durham Miners Gala. It truly is the case 

that the crowds are growing year on year and this year we  had an excellent gala with 

the best of the festival and political event intertwined. 

I want to say a huge thank 

you to everyone who took 

part with a special gratitude 

for everyone who helped 

with the sandwich and 

scone making at the tea 

tent and to Val and helpers 

for organising things so well. 

I heard lots of appreciation 

for the efficiency and reasonable cost of the tea tent so well done everyone. 

County Hospital 

A large number of residents attended this meeting 

and it was clear that there was strong local        

opposition to this scheme. 

I met with the developers and Durham County 

Council officers a number of times to raise my 

concerns about these plans, and to make it clear 

that this scheme was unsuitable for Durham City. I 

was pleased to see that Durham County Council 

planning officers agreed, and this planning        

application was unanimously rejected by the plan-

ning committee. 

On 2 June I held a public meeting in Durham Town Hall to discuss a number of plan-

ning issues including the redevelopment of the former County Hospital site on North 

Road into student accommodation. 
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NHS Campaign 

 

On Thursday 28 August, I joined fellow members in the Market Place in Durham to 

launch a Labour Party campaign for the future of our NHS. I was delighted to have 

the chance to talk to people about the health service and a huge number of people 

we spoke to expressed concern about accessing their GP within 48 hours, and 

about how social care will be paid for in the future. 

 

 

In general people were happy to sign a         

petition calling for the Tory/ Lib Dem          

Government to guarantee a GP appointment 

within 48 hours. Labour has promised to     

introduce this guarantee if elected in 2015, 

and will bring the NHS and social care          

together into one service.  

Andy Burnham gave a rousing speech at                                                                                        

conference in defence of the NHS which you 

can read here: http://press.labour.org.uk/

post/98299443959/speech -by -andy -

burnham-mp-to-labours-annual-conference . 

Durham Bus Station Redevelopment 
I recently had the opportunity to hear the views of a number of residents on 

the proposals put forward by Durham County Council for a new bus station 

and the removal of the roundabout at the end of North Road in Durham. It was 

clear that many people thought the plans had a number of flaws, and the     

design of the bus station wasn’t appropriate for Durham City. 

I was pleased that Durham County Council 

officers were present to listen to the views 

of residents, and have started work on a 

new set of plans for North Road. Further 

public consultation will take place in        

October, and Durham County Council are 

currently working with service operators to 

address their concerns. I look forward to 

having the opportunity to hear what local 

residents think of the revised plans. 

We have also been fortunate to have one of our members, Professor Claire      

Bambra, produce a report called “Due North” on health inequalities in the North 

East. Claire also spoke at the Labour Party conference on this topic. 

http://press.labour.org.uk/post/98299443959/speech-by-andy-burnham-mp-to-labours-annual-conference
http://press.labour.org.uk/post/98299443959/speech-by-andy-burnham-mp-to-labours-annual-conference
http://press.labour.org.uk/post/98299443959/speech-by-andy-burnham-mp-to-labours-annual-conference
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Dedication of the Durham Light Infantry Memorial 

On 14th September I joined many 

members of the public, members of 

our armed forces and public         

services, and local civic officers and 

members of the DLI Association to 

pay tribute to the role the DLI played 

in the First World War. This is being 

commemorated by a new statue in 

the Market Place. 

 

A very moving service (addressed by 

the Mayor and others) accompanied 

the installation of the statue and  

later on a further service was held in 

the cathedral to pay tribute to our 

armed forces past and present. 

Listening to young people’s views about social work 

As many of you will be aware    

following the child sex abuse 

scandals that emerged over the 

summer there are now to be     

inquiries examining this topic.  

 

Recently I met with a group of 

young people at New College 

Durham to hear of their             

experiences of the care system 

and how their engagement with 

social workers could be better, I 

intend to raise their views about 

these important matters in     

Parliament.  
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Great North Run 

On 7th September I ran the Great North Run to raise  

money for Oxfam and Durham County Carers Sup-

port. Here I am in front of a lovely view in South 

Shields after finishing. 

I have managed to raise a fair amount of  money so 

far but more would be welcome! I’d like to say a big 

thank you to everyone who contributed. Those who 

haven't contributed but would like to can do so online 

at https://www.justgiving.com/teams/

RobertaBlackmanWoods . But hurry because the site 

is closing on 30th September. 

Land Registry Campaign 

would be open to privatisation. I was pleased to join PCS and 38 Degrees in           

presenting a petition that called on the Government to keep the Land Registry in  

public hands. I also met with PCS and the Chief Executive of the Land Registry as well 

as local stakeholders. The Land Registry office in Durham provides many good jobs 

that we need locally and I don’t want this to be diminished in any way by potential          

privatisation. So I was pleased that following our successful campaign the                         

Government backed away from the proposal and confirmed that it will not move      

forward this side of the election.   

Earlier this year, the         

Government opened a     

consultation on proposals to 

split the Land Registry into a 

very small Office of the Chief 

Land Registrar (OCLR) – 

which would    remain part of 

the civil    service – and a 

service   delivery vehicle that 

would  undertake the vast 

majority off the Land        

Registry’s work, and which  

https://www.justgiving.com/teams/RobertaBlackmanWoods
https://www.justgiving.com/teams/RobertaBlackmanWoods
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Waddington Street Development 

Work is ongoing on the two developments on 

Waddington Street in Durham City, and I have 

been in touch with local residents about the    

effect these sites are having on the local area. I 

have had to raise a  number of issues with 

Durham County Council and the developers on  

behalf of residents to seek to have measures 

put in place to ameliorate the worst effects of 

these development. These measures have not 

been entirely successful and so work on        

alleviating the worst impacts of these developments continues. 

Durham Neighbourhood Planning Forum 

The Durham City Neighbourhood Planning Forum met on 5 September and is       

continuing to work on a Neighbourhood Plan that will address planning issues within 

Durham City.  

The Forum has been working closely with Durham County Council, local businesses 

and residents, and will soon be meeting with planning consultants to begin the first 

phase of public consultation and project planning for the development of polices for 

Durham City. 

This process represents a huge challenge for the members of the Forum, and I will 

continue to support them through the process of developing a Neighbourhood Plan 

for Durham City.  

Planning in Durham 

 

A huge number of planning applications for student accommodation continue to be 

received by Durham County Council, with more in the pipeline for the future, and a 

number of local residents have contacted me with concerns about the lack of    

available housing for families and older people. 

I have been in regular contact with Durham County Council to demand action on the 

proliferation of HMOs and student housing within the city. Although students are a 

vital part of the local economy, there is a severe shortage of family housing within 

the City of Durham. I will continue to press the local authority on the need for an   

Article 4 Direction to limit the number of HMOs within the city. I am pleased that the 

local authority now has a clear strategy for the development of purpose built student 

accommodation and family housing which will be debated during the public exami-

nation of the county plan taking place over the next few weeks 
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National and Policy Issues 

Labour Party conference 

From 20th to 23rd September I joined 

members from all across the country at 

the annual party conference in Manches-

ter. Here I am at just a few of the many 

speaking events I took part in. In my role 

as Shadow Planning Minister I spoke at  

about 15 events covering a wide range of 

topics. 

 

My speaking events covered Labour’s 

plans to tackle the housing crisis by 

building more homes and what steps 

we can take to fight homelessness 

and ensure more high quality housing 

for disabled people. I also spoke 

about providing better housing for 

older people, devolving more power 

to our cities and other local             

governments and protecting our high 

streets. 

The conference focussed on setting out a new plan for Britain’s future, a plan that 

works for ordinary families, rewarding the hard work they do and saving the NHS they 

rely on. Our vision was outlined in powerful contributions from Hilary Benn, Andy 

Burnham and of course Ed Miliband, who delivered a rousing speech to a packed  

conference hall (see http://press.labour.org.uk/post/98234398144/speech-by-ed-

miliband-to-labours-annual-conference).  

http://press.labour.org.uk/post/98234398144/speech-by-ed-miliband-to-labours-annual-conference
http://press.labour.org.uk/post/98234398144/speech-by-ed-miliband-to-labours-annual-conference
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Campaigning in Scotland 

As many of you will already know I took a very active interest in the    

Scottish independence referendum and visited on a number of             

occasions to help with the No campaign. My own personal view is that a 

Yes vote would have been a very bad thing for Scotland, the rest of the 

UK and the Labour Party too. 

 

One positive thing however to emerge from the campaign is the new   

emphasis on devolution on the political agenda. For a long while now   

Labour has been working at how to strengthen the powers available to 

local governments. Clearly we need progress on this and a strong          

rebuttal to arguments that an English Parliament would lead to an        

effective devolution of power.   
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National Policy Forum 

In July I attended the National Policy Forum in Milton Keynes. As you will 

no doubt be aware the NPF is the party’s policy making forum that brings 

together representatives of CLPs and regions, Labour councillors, MPs 

and MEPs and trade unions and affiliated socialist societies. 

 

The NPF agreed (with an enormous amount of agreement amongst the 

various different sectors) policy documents for the election focussing on 

health, education, housing, transport, justice, the economy and many  

other issues. 

 

The weekend was extremely hard work but it was great to see such        

capable colleagues hard at work.  

 

Eddie Izzard gave a fantastic intro to Ed Miliband and one of our local 

members, Sarah Gill, also attended as a Co-op party representative.  
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“One Nation Fizz” Book Launch 

In July I joined with my Parliamentary 

colleagues Diana Johnson and       

Barbara Keeley to launch a collection 

of essays by Labour MPs intended to 

stimulate discussion about our future 

policy direction. It came about when 

the three of us decided to act on Ed 

Miliband’s exhortation to think outside 

the box and come up with new         

inspiration for policy development—to 

“fizz” with ideas.  

My own chapter focussed on Britain’s 

housing crisis and how we can use 

the planning system to make sure we 

build the homes we need. I outlined 

Labour’s commitment to a much big-

ger role for community consent, so 

that people can be involved in deci-

sions about where new houses go, 

what they look like, the extent and 

nature of supporting infrastructure 

and potentially greater area     bene-

fits from development. 

Here I am with shadow front 

bench colleagues including Ed 

Miliband at the launch event for 

the book in July. The event was a 

real success and the book was 

well received.  If you’re interested 

in reading the book it’s available 

online at http://

www.yourbritain.org.uk/uploads/

editor/files/One_Nation_Fizz.pdf. 

http://www.yourbritain.org.uk/uploads/editor/files/One_Nation_Fizz.pdf
http://www.yourbritain.org.uk/uploads/editor/files/One_Nation_Fizz.pdf
http://www.yourbritain.org.uk/uploads/editor/files/One_Nation_Fizz.pdf
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Communities and Local Government Questions 

On 8th September I took to the despatch box again in the House of 

Commons for Communities and Local Government Questions. Part of 

my role as a shadow minister within Labour’s Communities and Local 

Government team is to hold the Government to account and question 

them on their policies. 

During this session I questioned the minister on the need for more 

housing development on brownfield land. Under the last Labour Govern-

ment, a successful policy called “Brownfield First” helped protect green 

belt land by giving developers incentives to build on brownfield sites. 

But this Government has scrapped that policy, leading to a near dou-

bling of the number of homes planned for green belt land. 

 

I will continue to press the Government on this and other important 

matters. The next Communities and Local Government question time is 

on 10th November. 


