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City of Durham CLP Report — March 2016 

Constituency & Community News  

Save Durham Post Office! 

I have been contacted by 

many concerned constituents 

regarding the proposed 

franchising of Durham Crown 

Post Office. 
 

The Post Office in the heart of 

our city is extremely popular 

and well used. I am deeply 

troubled that this important 

local service may be at risk if 

it becomes franchised and 

cannot understand why such 

plans have been proposed for 

such a successful post office. 
 

In partnership with CWU I will be campaigning hard to ensure the 

future of our post office 

is protected. I recently 

spoke at a public meeting 

in Durham Town Hall 

organized by CWU and 

followed this up with a 

street stall in Durham 

Market Place.  In the 

coming weeks I will be 

holding further street 

stalls to raise awareness 

of this important issue. 

Roberta speaks at the public meeting 
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Roberta Holds Public Meeting in Bowburn 

I was really pleased with 

the large turnout at the 

public meeting I recently 

held in Bowburn to 

discuss the impact of the 

proposed Integra61 

commercial and housing 

development on the local 

community.  

 

Key issues that were 

raised included the effect 

the development might 

have on places in nearby 

schools, the provision of 

health services and the increase in traffic in Bowburn. 

 

The development will offer many potential benefits for Durham but it is 

also important that action is taken to ensure that any possible negative 

impacts are mitigated and I will continue to work hard to ensure that the 

concerns raised by local residents are addressed. 

Roberta at Bowburn Community Centre 

I have continued to notice more                

people than ever attending my                     

advice surgeries over the last 

year. With the Government’s cuts 

to local services many of my               

constituents are finding it incredi-

bly difficult to make ends meet. 

 

I will continue to work to help 

those in our communities who 

need support, and I am                        

committed to helping local residents who are dealing with the                   

effects of the unfair and divisive policies being pursued by the                

Conservative Government. 

Advice Surgery Sessions 
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The EU Referendum 

The recent announcement by the 

Prime Minister of the date for the 

EU referendum has already had 

Labour party members and MEP 

Jude Kirton-Darling out in 

Durham city centre making the 

case for continued membership. 

 

In the lead up to the vote in June, 

it is important that we continue 

to provide a positive message on 

the many benefits of EU                          

membership for Durham and the 

North East in providing jobs;                 

encouraging investment; 

supporting businesses; and protecting workers rights and the 

environment. The North East has benefitted massively from EU       

membership and funding schemes, and to lose such support would 

be devastating for the region. 

Labour street stall in Durham market place 

Cathedral Visit 

I recently had the opportunity to visit Durham Cathedral’s new multi-

million development project ‘Open Treasure’ which will soon be 

opening to the public. 
 

The project will open up many of the Cathedral’s collections for 

display as well as seeing a refurbishment of the Cathedral shop and 

restaurant. The wonderful new exhibition spaces were particularly 

impressive. 

The project promises to 

increase visitor numbers 

to the Cathedral which 

will bring many positive 

benefits both to the 

restoration of the 

Cathedral and many local 

business in the city. 
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I was pleased to hear that Durham 

County Council have recently 

confirmed that an Article 4 Direction 

for Durham City will take effect from 

September 2016. These regulations 

will remove permitted development 

rights that currently allow owners to 

turn family properties into Houses 

of Multiple Occupation without 

planning permission. 

 

Along with many local residents I have campaigned for many years on 

the need for an Article 4 Direction for Durham City and, although it 

would have been helpful if this scheme had been put in place before 

housing in the city got so out of balance, this is progress and should 

be welcomed as such. 

 

It is good to hear that Durham County Council will now consult on a 

further Article 4 for the Framwellgate Moor area, and will proactively 

monitor other areas of the city to see if further action is needed. 

Roberta welcomes Article 4 Direction for Durham 

Durham City Centre 

County Hospital Appeal 

Along with many local residents, I was extremely disappointed at the 

recent decision to allow the former County Hospital on North Road to 

be converted into Purpose Built Student Accommodation. 

 

Following a one-day hearing in Durham, the Planning Inspectorate             

approved the plans to house over 350 students on the site. 

 

Despite strong opposition to the scheme, this approval means that 

Durham will now be saddled with a totally inappropriate development 

in a historic part of the city. 

 

Even worse, the report produced by the Planning Inspector contained 

several factual inaccuracies, and I have written to the Planning                     

Inspectorate to ask how they intend to remedy this situation.  
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Protecting the NHS 

 

Local Labour party members have 

been out campaigning in the market 

place to protect the NHS. Given the 

focus on the upcoming EU 

referendum, both in our own 

campaigning and the media, it is 

important that we highlight the 

challenges the NHS is facing due to 

the government’s continued 

mishandled changes.  

 

As the recent dispute over junior 

doctor’s contracts illustrates, this 

remains a vitally important issue, and 

I will continue to campaign to protect 

our NHS.  

I recently chaired a debate at St Chad’s College hosted by Christians 

on the Left on Trident and Just War in the Twenty-first Century. 

Participants included Helen Goodman MP and Kevan Jones MP, 

alongside Professor Robert Song from Durham University and 

Reverend Chris Howson. 

 

It was extremely interesting to hear a range of views expressed on the 

tough security 

challenges that the 

UK may face in the 

future. It was 

particularly pleasing 

to see such a 

fantastic turnout for 

the event of people 

keen to engage in 

such difficult issues. 

Roberta Chairs Trident Debate 

Labour street stall in the market place 

A packed audience listens to the debate in St Chad’s quad 
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In February I welcomed a group of 

Year 12 and 13 students from 

Durham High School for Girls to 

Westminster to answer their 

questions on a range of issues as 

part of Parliament’s Education 

Centre. 

 

It was great to  see so many young 

people who were engaged with 

politics, and they asked some very 

tough questions. 

 

I thoroughly enjoyed my time with 

the students, and I look forward to 

further visits in the future. 

Durham High School for Girl’s Visit 

MP Visits St Margaret’s Care Home  

I recently had the opportunity to visit St Margaret’s Care Home and 

enjoy their ‘Trip Down Memory Lane’. This wonderful event                     

showcased photography of Durham throughout the years. 

 

Everyone in the home was 

captivated by the 

wonderful images, and it 

was fascinating to see the 

changing face of Durham 

through the years. 

 

The enthusiasm of the 

residents was lovely to 

see and I hope further 

such events can be held 

in future. 
Roberta at St Margaret’s Care Home 

Roberta talking with students 
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Visit to Browney Housing Site 

I recently had the chance to visit 

NHBC and Avant Housing’s new 

Broadmeadows housing development 

in Browney. Construction at the site is 

supporting 400 full time jobs including 

many apprenticeships. 

 

The development will provide 271 new 

high quality homes, including a 

number of affordable houses. 

 

It is vital that planning applications 

that come forward in Durham not only 

tackle our housing needs but also 

provide young people a chance to 

learn new skills that will set them up 

for the future and I am pleased that 

this development is providing jobs for 

the local community. 

Capital Restaurant Success 

I also recently visited Capital Indian Restaurant in Durham City to 

congratulate Executive Chef Syed Zohorul Islam, who was recently awarded 

Chef of the Year by 

Curry Life Magazine. 

 

It is excellent to hear 

that a local Durham 

business is gaining 

national recognition for 

its accomplishments.  

 

Having one of the top 

curry chefs in the 

country working in 

Durham is fantastic, 

and for Syed it is a 

remarkable personal 

achievement. 

 

Roberta on the Avant site in Browney 

Roberta with Chef Syed Zohorul Islam and 

Manager Shibbir Miah 
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Housing Policy Forum in Durham 

In March, I welcomed John Healey 

MP, Shadow Planning and Housing 

Minister to the constituency to take 

part in a Housing Policy Forum at 

County Hall. 

 

It was wonderful to see so many 

members in attendance, and to 

hear so many good ideas to try and 

tackle the housing crisis. 

 

The debate was well informed and 

constructive, with many achievable 

measures discussed during the 

event. 

 

My thanks go to John for coming along to this event, and to all 

those in attendance for their contributions. 

Roberta Speaks At Fabian Socity 

I recently had the opportunity to speak at the AGM of the West 

Durham Fabians Society on the Housing and Planning Bill.  

 

All of those in attendance were shocked by the damaging measures 

that this Bill will introduce, 

and it was great to hear so 

many ideas being discussed. 

 

We covered issues such as 

the private rented sector, 

council homes and flexible 

tenancies, and I look forward 

to attending further meetings 

to follow up this important 

topic. 
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In the past few months, I have been leading for Labour on the Housing 

Bill, which is currently with the House of Lords. 

 

 

This Bill has a number of devastating measures that will affect the               

future of affordable housing, such as the requirement on councils to 

sell off high value housing stock without a guarantee of replacement, 

the removal of tenancies for life, and a dangerous new definition of               

affordable housing will be set with the introduction of starter homes. 

 

Even worse, the Tories voted down an amendment that would have         

required landlords to ensure that homes are fit for human habitation. 

 

I understand the dangers this bill will pose for many families in 

Durham, and I will continue to work hard to  try and secure an                                 

equitable future for housing. 

Housing Bill 

National Issues 

Roberta at the dispatch box 
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Flooding in Durham 

The Budget 

In March, George Osborne delivered his eight budget as Chancellor, 

and once again took the decision to hit those in the most need the 

hardest. 

 

Despite insisting that further cuts must be made, this budget actually 

reduced tax for high earners, while low income families once again 

saw no benefit, and will be hit even further by reduced public                         

services. 

 

The budget very quickly unravelled, with the Government immediately 

backtracking on planned cuts to Personal Independence Payments to 

disabled people. 

 

Along with my colleagues in Westminster, I will continue to highlight 

the unfair policies being pursued by the Conservative Government, 

and stand up for those who are worst affected by this shambolic 

budget. 

Following the recent floods around Durham, I asked the Secretary of 

State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs how she intended to 

deal with these problems. 

 

I outlined how Durham faces huge challenges in dealing with flooding 

because of the huge cuts that have been imposed on Durham County 

Council, and the lack of appropriate river dredging. 

 

Although the Secretary of State informed me that a COBRA meeting 

was taking place to  discuss this 

issue, I have yet to receive any 

response. 

 

I will continue to follow up this 

issue with the County Council, 

Northumbrian Water and the 

Environment Agency to ensure 

Durham is better protected in 

the future. 
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MP Challenges Government Over Pension Changes 

I recently took the opportunity to challenge the Government  on their 

plans to change the age women receive their State Pension during 

the latest debate of the Women Against State Pension Inequality 

(WASPI) petition. 

 

The Pensions Act 1995 increased the age from 60 to 65 between 

2010 and 2020. In 2011 the Coalition Government legislated in 2011 

to accelerate the latter part of the timetable, meaning that some 

women born in the 1950s will be unable to receive their pensions              

until they are 66 without having been given adequate notice. 

 

These changes are set to affect not only many women in Durham, but 

an estimated 2.6 million women across the UK.  

 

Despite calling on the Government numerous times to bring forward 

transitional arrangements to deal with this issue, the lack of response 

from Ministers is appalling.  

 

Along with my colleagues, I will continue to stand up for this group of 

women who are being unfairly affected by changes to their pension, 

and will carry on supporting the work of the WASPI campaign to raise 

awareness of this important issue. 
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International Women’s Day 

Prime Minister’s Questions 

  

In light of International 

Women’s Day, during a 

recent Prime Minister’s 

Questions, I asked David 

Cameron about the 

government’s damaging 

cuts to public services, 

which disproportionately 

affect women. A four-year 

freeze on child benefit, 

cuts to in work benefit payments and reductions in housing benefit 

have left women significantly worse off. 
 

Disappointingly, the Prime Minister failed to acknowledge the impact 

such policies are having on women looking to take up employment 

opportunities. Women and mothers have become a target for 

government cuts amounting to £13 billion and the government 

desperately needs to re-think their approach. 

This year, International Women’s Day 

fell on the 8th of March, and I took 

part in the celebrations at the                

Commonwealth Secretariat. I spoke 

on the  need to enhance the role of 

women in public life, with particular 

focus on women’s participation in the 

political sphere. 

 

While there is some way to go before 

we achieve equal representation, 

there have been a number of positive 

steps forward. In fact, many of the 

most successful Parliaments have 

multiple mechanisms for promoting 

women’s involvement in politics. I enjoyed taking part in such an 

important debate, and look forward to other such events in the             

future. 
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Keep Sunday Special 

I have continued my support 

for the ‘Keep Sunday 

Special’ campaign, recently 

attending a USDAW event to 

highlight the need to protect 

current Sunday trading laws. 

 

I am against the extension 

of Sunday trading as I 

believe that the current laws 

protect small businesses, 

providing small business 

owners and workers with 

important time to spend with family and friends. It is important for local 

communities and families that in today’s increasingly busy world time is 

still set aside for rest and relaxation. 

 

I was therefore delighted that the Government was defeated in it’s 

attempts to relax Sunday trading laws, and that this important time for 

families has been protected. 

Grants not Loans 

In January I took part in a debate in 

parliament on the Government’s 

troubling proposals to replace 

student maintenance grants with 

loans. This is an issue I have been 

frequently contacted about and as 

an MP from a constituency with a 

significant number of students and 

as someone who worked at a 

university, it is deeply concerning. 

 

Many students from low income families have relied on the grant scheme 

to access higher education and scrapping the scheme is only going to 

make it more difficult and costly for many aspiring young people to improve 

their life prospects. In particular, the move is likely to disproportionately 

effect women, disabled and BME students, directly reducing the inclusivity 

of education opportunities in this country. 


