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Roberta Blackman-Woods MP 
Working Hard for Durham 

Lumiere 2017 

This year, Durham played host to the 5th biennial Lumiere festival. 
 

The installations this year were better than       

ever and, it was wonderful to see so many 

people visiting the city and enjoying the                

fantastic displays spread throughout 

Durham. 
 

The festival was once again a huge                       

success, with over 200,000 people in               

attendance over the weekend. My                     

congratulations go to Durham County 

Council, Artichoke and all those working     

at the event for making this such a                       

memorable festival.  
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Roberta lays wreath for Michael Heaviside 

In October, I also had the honour of joining the Mayor of Durham, Bill Kellett and        

local residents to lay a wreath at the new memorial stone that has been laid at  

St Giles’ Church in Gilesgate in honour of Michael Heaviside. 

 

Michael was born in Gilesgate, 

and received his Victoria Cross 

for his incredible bravery helping 

wounded soldiers on the                    

battlefield. He not only braved                     

enemy fire to tend to injured                

soldiers, and provide them with 

water, but returned under cover 

of night to rescue them.  

 

It was fitting to honour him               

before Remembrance Day, and 

my thanks go to everyone                  

involved in organising this event, 

and everyone who attended to  

remember Michael Heaviside.  

 

Once again, I was honoured to attend 

the remembrance service at Durham                     

Cathedral to remember those who gave 

their lives in service to the country. 

 

My thanks go to the cathedral once 

again for holding what was a very                 

moving and poignant service, as well as 

the members of the armed forces, 

emergency services, veterans and                   

accompanying bands for the march 

through the city. 

 

It is so important to remember the      

sacrifices that so many families made in 

both World Wars, and other conflicts 

around the world, and this service and 

march were a fitting way to honour those who died or were injured in service.  

Remembrance Day 2017 

Durham 

Roberta with Bill Kellett and local residents at St Giles Church 
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Following our All Members                 

Meeting in September, it was 

wonderful to see so many local 

members coming together to 

take part in a Labour Party                  

National Campaign Day. 

 

Everyone made their way into 

Durham Market Place, and 

spoke to lots of people to                 

spread the Labour message of 

hope. It is so important that we 

keep on reminding people of 

how the Labour Party will build a 

country that works for the many, 

not the few, and I look forward to 

more campaigns in the future.  

Campaigning for Labour in Durham 

Roberta with Durham University Labour Club members 

Roberta meets students at Durham Fresher's Fair 

I was delighted to join our Durham University Labour Club officers during the 

Fresher's Fair at Durham University to speak to new students who were                              

interested in joining the Labour Party. 

 

It was clear that Labour’s message of hope has really resonated with young            

people across the country, and I was so pleased to see the level of interest from 

new students in joining 

the Labour Party. In fact,  

there was more interest in 

the Labour Party stand 

than all the other                    

political parties put                     

together! 

 

I really look forward to 

welcoming our new                 

student members to                

future events, and                  

working with them to                 

continue to spread the       

Labour message in our 

communities.  
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Roberta speaks at One Event in Durham 

MP takes up role as Parliamentary Sports Champion 

I was delighted to meet up 

with Durham students who are 

part of the ONE campaign, and 

speak to them about Labour’s 

vision for international 

development. 
 

ONE is an international 

campaigning organisations 

that looks to address issues in 

some of the poorest parts of 

the world, and I was pleased 

to be able to outline how 

Labour would work in 

partnership with other      

countries to help strengthen and support their economies and societies. 
 

I also spoke on the importance of girls’ education, and how Labour will prioritise 

this as part of the wider international development strategy. It was good to see so 

many young people getting involved with the ONE campaign, and  I look forward 

to working with them in the future. You can find out more about ONE at 

www.one.org.  

 

I was pleased to meet with representatives from County Durham Sport, and take 

up the role of their first Parliamentary Sports Champion for County Durham. 
 

County Durham Sport is one of 44 County 

Sports Partnerships across the country, 

who work to ensure that physical activity 

and sports provision in County Durham is 

delivered in an effective and coordinated 

way. 
 

As a Parliamentary Sports Champion, I will           

continue to promote healthy and active 

lifestyles in our communities, and work 

hard alongside County Durham Sport to                    

ensure that everyone in Durham has             

access to good quality sporting and                

leisure activities. 
 

To see the work that County Durham Sport 

do in the constituency, you can visit 

www.countydurhamsport.com for more      

information    

Roberta with ONE campaign activists in Durham 
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Advice Surgery Sessions 

I have continued to notice more people than ever                     

attending my advice surgeries over the last year. 

With cuts to local services set to continue, many of 

my constituents are finding it very hard to make 

ends meet. 

 

I will continue to work to help residents who need                       

support, and who are struggling to deal with the             

effects of the unfair and divisive policies being                

pursued by the Government. Roberta meeting with constituents 

MP discusses policing in Durham 

I recently met with Durham’s Police and Crime Commissioner, Ron Hogg to                 

discuss the challenges facing Durham Police. Despite the fact that for the third 

year in a row Durham Police are the top performing police force in the country, 

they still have to work in increasing            

difficult circumstances due to budget 

cuts. 
 

I discussed a number of issues with 

Ron, including the increase in                      

homelessness in Durham, and the              

police response to this problem, the 

need to tackle anti-social behaviour in 

our communities, how to improve inter 

agency working, and more community 

support from the police for the                     

Gilesgate area. 

Roberta opens Durham Energy Institute Workshop 

The Durham Energy Institute supports and produces high level research into the 

energy challenges facing the world today, and I was delighted to  open their                 

workshop discussing the affordability, sustainability and security of global                  

energy. 
 

This workshop coincided with Lumiere 

and aimed to provide opportunities for 

collaborative research, and agree future 

policy priorities.  
 

In the UK and across the developing 

world, renewable energy is the only way to 

ensure energy needs are met, and I am 

pleased that the Durham Energy Institute 

is at the forefront of such vital research 

and policy making. 
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Westminster 

The EU Withdrawal Bill 

The Budget 

In November, The EU Withdrawal Bill returned to Parliament for eight days of                    

debate at committee stage. The Labour Party put down a number of amendments 

to this Bill regarding such issues as employment rights; environmental protection; 

consumer rights; animal rights and so on after Brexit.  
 
 

There are real concerns that this Bill 

would put a huge amount of power in the 

hands  of Ministers, and allow the                    

Government to change important                       

legislation without proper Parliamentary 

scrutiny and oversight. 
 

Sadly, the Government had the numbers 

to vote down all of the amendments that                  

Labour has put forward so far.  

On Wednesday 22 November, the                 

Chancellor delivered the Autumn      

Budget, and one again the Government 

outlined a series of policies that will hit 

those most in need the hardest. 
 

The Government has chosen to continue 

cutting money to the NHS in real terms, 

despite the problems being faced by           

hospitals across the country.                         

Similarly, they are pressing ahead with 

real terms cuts to already stretched 

school budgets and have chosen to pledge new money for grammar schools.  
 

The housing crisis was not properly addressed in the budget either. The                      

Government announced some measures to tackle homelessness and some 

money to help renters, however the Office of Budget Responsibility expects the 

announcement of the removal of stamp duty for first time buyers on houses  

costing up to £300,000 to actually drive house prices up, putting home                   

ownership further out of reach for young people. 
 

Alongside my colleagues in Westminster, I will continue to highlight the cruel and 

divisive policies being pursued by the Government, and stand up for those worst 

affected by the budget. 
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Universal Credit  

Along with Labour Party colleagues, I have                   

continued to press the Government to halt the 

proposed roll-out of Universal Credit.  
 

A better support system must be put in place for 

claimants, and I am particularly worried about a 

number of different aspects of  Universal Credit. 
 

There are ongoing problems with severe delays 

for new claimants, which is causing great                         

financial hardship, and in some cases destitution 

for families.  
 

There are also fears that people in receipt of working tax credit and child tax credit 

will be forced to seek more hours of work, even if this is not 

appropriate, and there is also the issue of the poor                         

administration of Universal Credit, which particularly                  

impacts on vulnerable claimants, and those who find it hard 

to navigate the benefits system. 
 

I have written to the Minister of State for Work and                

Pensions to raise these concerns and to urge the                

Government to put better systems in place. I will continue to 

press the Government to think again on this damaging                   

roll-out of Universal Credit. 

MP speaks at Launch of World’s Emergencies Report 

I was pleased to be able to attend 

and speak at the launch of the Bond 

UK report on the state of the Worlds 

emergencies. 
 

Bond is the UK network for                

organisations that work in                    

international development, and this 

extremely helpful report is intended 

to give MPs an overview of the state 

of some of the worlds most complex 

and pressing emergencies. 
 

This report has been produced by a 

significant number of non-Governmental organisations (NGOs) under the umbrella 

of Bond’s Humanitarian and Policy Groups. 
 

I took the chance to  thank all those involved in producing the report, and                      

highlighted the importance of the UK playing its part in tackling worldwide                      

emergencies.   
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Roberta visits refugees in Bangladesh 

MP challenges Government on supported housing 

I recently spoke in a debate in                                  

Parliament on the need for more                    

Government funding for supported 

housing.  

 

Recent proposals by the Tories to                  

extend the housing benefit cap to                  

people in supported housing has 

seen a huge drop in the number of 

new supported housing schemes 

coming forward.  
 

I challenged the Government to                  

ensure that they provide the funds necessary to kickstart new supported                  

housing projects, and will continue to press for proper support these vital                             

services in the future. 

I recently visited Bangladesh with the UNHCR, 

the United Nations Refugee Agency, to see 

the conditions Rohingya refugees are facing. 

 

The Rohingya are a stateless Muslim                       

minority, who are fleeing violence in                     

Myanmar, and the vast majority of Rohingya 

reaching Bangladesh are women and                  

children, including newborn babies.  

 

Many others are elderly people requiring               

additional support and protection, and they 

are all arriving with nothing, having witnessed 

truly horrific violence.  
 

This is the world’s fastest growing humanitarian crisis, and there is an urgent need 

to provide food, water, medicine and proper shelter for those arriving in the                    

refugee camps. The UNHCR, alongside the Bangladesh Refugee Relief                            

Commission, are working hard to support  these refugees, but much more needs to 

be done, as more people are arriving every day. 

 

The UNHCR must be supported in its efforts to meet the needs of the people                   

fleeing the appalling violence in Myanmar, and I will be doing all I can to ensure 

the Government continues to play its part in supporting the Rohingya. 
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Alongside campaigning for                           

proper funding for schools, I               

recently challenged the                       

Government on its proposals for 

Further and Higher Education. 

 

The Government announced that 

it intends to raise the student 

loan repayment threshold from 

£21,000 to £25,000, and that 

the tuition fee cap is to remain 

frozen at the levels set for 

2017/18. 

 

While I welcomed the move to freeze tuition fees, I challenged the Minister to do 

away with the completely unsustainable fees system altogether. I also asked the 

Government to provide assurances that their proposals will not negatively                 

impact on universities and their funding in the future.                

 

I will continue to challenge the Government on its plans for education, and work 

to ensure our schools, colleges and universities get the funding they need. 

 

Roberta supports fair funding for schools 

Under the Tories, school              

spending has seen the biggest 

fall for 30 years and due to the 

new funding formula, schools in 

Durham will have, on average, 

£193 less per pupil in their              

budgets.  
 

I have repeatedly raised my              

concerns in Parliament about 

the level of funding provided for 

schools in Durham, and was 

pleased to support the National 

Education Union Campaign to 

support proper funding for     

          schools. 
 

I will continue to challenge the Government to reverse these cuts, give schools 

the proper funding they need to provide the best education possible for our                      

children, and provide a decent wage for teachers and teaching staff. 

Roberta backing fair funding for schools in Durham 

Roberta fights for fair university funding 
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Roberta backs Votes at 16 

Right now, 1.5 million young people 

across the country don’t have a say 

in their future, because they are 

too young to vote. 

 

This doesn't seem fair, and so I was 

pleased to support both the Votes 

at 16 campaign, and the Private 

Members Bill calling on the 

Government to extend the voting 

age to 16. 

 

In the past month, we have 

celebrated Parliament Week, and 

schools across the country have 

been engaging students in the importance of democracy, and it only seems right 

that, as we highlight the importance of our Parliament and democracy to young 

people, we allow them to fully engage with the democratic process.  

 

Carers Trust Flu Jab 

I have always supported the fantastic work that carers within the City of Durham 

constituency do, so I was happy to join the Carers Trust to highlight their                  

campaign to ensure that carers get their flu jab this winter. 
 

The main carer for someone who is elderly or 

disabled is eligible for a free NHS Flu jab, 

along with the person they are caring for, and 

the Carers Trust is highlighting the                         

importance of protection against flu.  

 

Should a carer fall ill with the flu this winter, it 

could put the person they are caring for at 

risk, and so they are encouraging everyone 

who is a carer, or is in receipt of carers                       

allowance to contact their GP to protect  

themselves and those they care for against 

catching the flu and any potentially serious                       

complications that may arise from this. 

 

More details about the campaign can be 

found at carers.org/article/flu-jabs. 
Roberta supporting the Carers Trust campaign 


