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You can now follow Sheffield’s Labour Councillors on Twitter and Facebook 

and if you have any questions do please get in touch by emailing Sheffield.labourgroup@outlook.com  

Ambitious Future for Continued City Centre Development   

We are proud to announce the “This Is 

Sheffield” city centre plan – which shines a 

light on the bigger picture of city centre 

development over the next 10 years. 

For the plan’s development we are keen to 

hear from as many businesses, residents and 

others with an interest in the city as possible. 

A survey can be filled in online until June 17 

and there will be public exhibitions held in 

throughout the city. 

The exciting news follows recent announcements about Heart Of The City II, the extension of Grey To 

Green into Castlegate and Lady’s Bridge and the development of a new £3m digital hub at Castle House. 

The new city centre plan also shows an initial sketch of how a new HS2 station link could help transform 

the Sheaf Valley with significant changes to transport including better walking, cycling and bus routes with 

a slimmed-down Pond Street interchange and ambitious plans to uncover the River Sheaf and a major 

archaeology dig on the site of Sheffield’s former castle. 

It is a plan that shows how we think the layout and character of the centre and its distinct parts could and 

should develop, whilst building on what makes Sheffield unique such as its landscape, setting and heritage. 

It also contains an action plan which sets out priorities and choices about how under Labour’s leadership 

the Council intends to deliver these plans. 

To read more and hear from Councillor Mazher Iqbal, cabinet member for business and investment, 

discussing the new plans with The Star please see here. 
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Sheffield's Eyewitness Works to be transformed into £25m residential scheme 

The Eyewitness Works buildings in Sheffield are set 

to undergo a complete transformation in a £25m 

development. 

CAPITAL&CENTRIC, the regeneration and heritage 

specialist, has exchanged contracts to acquire the 

Grade-II listed cutlery works from Sheffield City 

Council. Plans are now being drawn up to redevelop 

the former industrial works on the Devonshire 

Quarter’s Milton Street. 

The company is set to deliver around 100 loft 

apartments and townhouses, alongside a new 

café/bar on Thomas Street, whilst mixing contemporary design with the Work’s century’s old features.  

Dating back to 1852, the former cutlery works was home to Taylor’s Eye Witness Ltd, which produced 

pocket and kitchen knives in industrious pre-war Britain, for 150 years. Sheffield City Council launched the 

competition for the site following a property swap with Taylor’s. Relocating the cutlery business to a 

modern production and distribution site at Sheffield Parkway freed up the opportunity for a company to 

acquire the buildings. 

Bid to be new home of Channel 4 going from strength to strength 

We have put forward a final bid to be the new home of 

Channel 4. Shortlisting will take place at the end of May and 

Sheffield will face stiff competition from Birmingham, Leeds, 

Hull, Liverpool, Bristol and Manchester. Our bid is ambitious 

and, quite simply, to be in the running is not something that 

would have been a possibility a few years ago – showing how 

more ambitious Sheffield is becoming. 

As well as a base next to the train station, Park Hill flats could 

be rebranded with the familiar Channel 4 logo if Sheffield wins 

the bid to bring the broadcaster to the city. The “streets in the 

sky” complex has been put forward as one of the locations in 

Sheffield for a potential Channel 4 headquarters. The building is seen as an ideal location as it’s iconic, has 

plenty of space and is next to the M1 and train station. 

Jobs joy as internet fashion brand boohoo takes giant Sheffield warehouse 

Online fashion company PrettyLittleThing.com is moving into the former Polestar warehouse in Tinsley, 

aiming to create 1,200 jobs by early next year. Pretty Little Thing is the fastest growing fashion on-line 

retailer in the country and the Council and Sheffield City Region have worked together to facilitate their 

move to the city. It follows one of the best ever years for inward investment across the region with both 

McLaren Automotive and Boeing announcing plans for sites in the Advanced Manufacturing Innovation 

District on the Sheffield-Rotherham border. 
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Steel signing event marks next stage of new school build 

Pupils at new £25m school have left 

a lasting legacy on the building. 

Children who will start at the new 

Astrea Academy in September, 

joined parents, staff, head teachers, 

members of the Astrea Trust, Kier 

Construction, officers from the 

council and Councillor Jackie Drayton 

to sign a steel frame at the new 

school. 

The event marked the completion of 

the steel work before the cladding and brickwork is added and the signed steel beam provided the 

opportunity to leave a lasting legacy in the new school building in Burngreave. Astrea Academy Sheffield 

will run the new school, for children aged from two through to 18. 

The new building, together with a refurbishment of the Grade II listed former Pye Bank School, will provide 

space for almost 1,500 children and young people. 

Outrage at Tory plans to bypass wishes of local communities on fracking  

Sheffield’s Labour councillors have 

responded angrily to the government’s 

new measures to support the 

development of British Shale Gas, so 

called “Fraking”, which would see local 

wishes ignored.  

The government’s action – as reported 

in the Star - could mean that Fracking 

will be imposed on local communities 

through the bypassing of local planning 

rules.  

Councillor Jack Scott, cabinet member for transport and development, stated: “Despite their empty words 

about local consultation, the government is setting a dangerous precedent in taking away local decision 

making on planning decisions, and putting it in the hands of Tory ministers. This could see fracking unfairly 

imposed on areas against the will of local communities. 

 

“Labour has repeatedly made it clear we believe local communities do not want fracking in their area and 

we will continue to support our communities working to resist the unwanted advances of fracking 

companies, motivated purely by the huge profits they will make and not the legacy they will leave.” 

You can read Councillor Scott’s full statement here 
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New cabinet member listens to views on street tree replacement 

The new cabinet member responsible for 

the environment and street scene portfolio 

spent his first day meeting with and 

listening to all views on how the street tree 

replacement work, as part of the £2.2bn 

highways improvement programme, is 

having an impact on residents. 

Part of his day involved meeting with front-

line Amey workers at the Olive Grove 

depot, who are responsible for delivering the programme across the city, before meeting with tree 

campaigners at the site of the Vernon Oak in Dore. Discussions are currently on-going with Trees for Cities - 

who have offered to part-fund any associated engineering solutions to retain the tree.  

Councillor Lewis Dagnall said: “My first objective is to meet with and listen to as many people as I can, from 

as many stakeholder groups as possible, to gain a real and true understanding of the current situation with 

the tree replacement works and associated campaign. Only once I have an informed view will I then 

consider how we can move forward and start to rebuild some trust with the people in our communities. 

“It won’t be straight forward and the views of residents from across the whole city has to remain a priority, 

but I fully accept that there needs to be compromise from all sides. 

“What I do know is that the Streets Ahead programme is enabling us to have a highway infrastructure that 

we can all be proud of for the next 20 years. That means better roads, pavements and street lighting with 

an increased street tree stock. I hope that by listening to opposing viewpoints over coming weeks we will 

be able to take the right steps for those who live and work here and find a long-term, sustainable solution 

which will ultimately be advantageous for us all.” 

In other news  

 Council Leader Julie Dore reveals details of changes to the Cabinet  - and the 

renewed focus on children and young people’s future   

 TES Global enhances Sheffield’s status as a top education city  

 Park and Arbourthorne Councillors victory against local graffiti  

 Successful bid for £19 million cash injection to “transform public service delivery” 

 Union leaders hit  out at Tory grammar school plans   

 Digital Coalition nominated for national award  

 Bingham Park’s refurbished tennis courts open 

 Sheffield Cllr Ben Miskell travels to Ireland to support the campaign for a change in 

anti-abortion laws  

 Stunning new entrance to Parson Cross Park  

 Efforts to make council meetings more transparent and open to the public 
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