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29th March 2018 

Dear colleague, 

I am writing to you and your CLP to be considered for nomination to Labour’s National Executive 

Committee. 

Over the past few months, Britain has changed. You can feel the change in the air as an outdated, 

unfair political model has been discredited. Jeremy Corbyn’s Labour Party is setting the agenda 

while the Tories flounder, holding office but no power. This version of Labour, with an honest 

and straightforward left-wing leadership, is now the biggest political party in Europe, with the 

general election proving beyond doubt that Britain is sick of business-as-usual, and the electorate 

want an alternative direction for our country. 

This extraordinary situation would have been impossible had it not been for our membership. The 

ordinary Labour Party member has been the hero of the past few years. By standing firm against 

disgraceful media attacks from the so-called Murdoch elite, rejecting the received wisdom of the 

pseudo-analysts who had considered our party dead in the water, and by consistently backing 

Jeremy Corbyn, we have changed the future of our country. Our members knew more than 

anyone that Jeremy’s politics resonated with the population, no matter what the chattering 

classes said.  

If we are to take back seats in heartlands that we lost, we need to give our members far more 

say over Labour’s direction. Democratising and modernising the Party is crucial. We need to 

consider how and who we recruit, to become even more reflective and popular in the communities 

and areas we want to change. We need much more accountability and transparency from those 

who work for the Party on behalf of the members. Above all, we must encourage and develop 

our members and to give them a real sense of ownership over the organisation. 

I am a long-standing Labour activist and have a history in community activism – I serve as a 

councillor in Islington, where I am the Cabinet member for Environment and Transport, and I 

already serve on the NEC, as well as overseeing the Democracy Review. I am determined to 

ensure that its outcomes fully represent the aspirations of party members. I am interested in 

building a viable, modern and dynamic democratic socialist party that can deliver real change to 

Britain in government, and to finally crush the neoliberal consensus. If you share these 

sentiments, I would be truly honoured if you could consider nominating me for the NEC. 

In unity, 

Claudia Webbe 

Send me a direct message by following me on Twitter @claudiawebbe 
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My Background 

I am a working-class black woman from the East Midlands, I went to school and university in Leicester, 

Coventry, and Birmingham and overcame overt sexism and racism, whereby physical attacks were the norm.  

Even though my parents worked hard, the poor pay they received meant that as a child I suffered from 

poverty and often went to bed hungry, as my parents struggled to make ends meet. Life was tough back 

then. Its what makes me passionate about Labour today and the fight for social justice. Its something I have 

dedicated my whole life to, so that no child goes to bed hungry as I did or where parents struggle to make 

choices between heating or eating. The Tories are taking us backwards with their ideological attack on the 

poor, which is why this country so desperately needs a Labour government. 

I have been a member of the Labour party for well over 20 years and a member of the trade union movement 

for much longer, joining first the community and youth workers union at the age of 16, when I became a 

volunteer then part-time youth worker before joining Unison, GMB and Unite. As a longstanding Labour Party 

member, I have been vice-chair of my CLP, secretary of my ward/branch and an active Labour Party doorstep 

campaigner. I have served on Labour’s London Regional Board and Labour’s National Policy Forum. I am a 

member of the Labour Party’s ruling body; the National Executive Committee. I was recently appointed to 

help coordinate the ‘Democracy Review’; providing an opportunity to empower and enable members to have 

a greater say in all aspects of the running of the party. I have been a Councillor in Islington since 2010 

representing Bunhill Ward where I won the Ward from the Lib Dems whom held it for 22 years and where I 

faced down challenges from UKIP and the BNP. I have been the cabinet lead for Environment and Transport 

since 2014, tackling fuel poverty, air pollution, major transport improvements, including more space for 

walking and cycling. I enabled and championed the pioneering Bunhill Energy Centre, challenging the big six 

energy companies and delivering cheaper more efficient fuel from waste heat for local residents.  As a 

councillor, I have seen first-hand the devastating effects of Tory cuts and yet I know how hard Labour 

councils are working to defend services, build council homes, protect communities and boost local economies. 

My own background of community campaigning runs from being founder and former chair of Operation 

Trident tackling gun related murders across London disproportionally affecting black communities to 

delivering the joint investigation of child sexual abuse training and tackling domestic violence; and 

challenging racism, antisemitism, xenophobia and hate as the first chair of the Council of Europe UK All 

Different All Equal campaign. As a trustee of the Children Society for eight years I campaigned to enable 

children to have a better childhood and improved outcomes for young people. As a trustee of National Energy 

Action, I stood up for the fuel poor and worked to tackle fuel poverty. I was an independent Equalities advisor 

to the Football Association and board member of Kick Racism Out of Football.  

I have a professional career as a charity Chief Executive leading programmes for children, communities and 

young people where I was most recently employed in Southwark. Equally I’ve been the CEO/Director of 

charities tackling equalities, racism and discrimination. I have worked, lived and campaigned in Leicester, 

Coventry, Nottingham, Erewash, Reading, Leeds and Bath and North-East Somerset. As a senior 

political/policy advisor to the first directly elected Mayor of London I led on London’s cultural strategy and 

the creative industries and the transformation and programming of activities for Trafalgar Square, which 

included the South Africa Freedom concert that I organised, which was televised and broadcast worldwide. 

I was part of the leadership team that delivered massive investment in transport, with the introduction of 

Oyster cards, better bus services, congestion charging and free bus travel for young people, record police 

numbers, reduce crime and neighbourhood policing in every ward, the first civil partnership register and 

where I hosted the first ever meeting with the British Olympics Committee as the Mayor’s advisor on culture 

and the creative industry that led to London’s successful bidding to host the Olympics. 

I am a trustee of City YMCA, tackling youth homelessness and an independent advisor to the National Police 

Chiefs Council working with NABIS on tackling the criminal use of firearms. 
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