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Thank you to everyone who knocked on doors, delivered newsletters and displayed Vote Labour 
posters and boards. Thanks to your efforts we re-elected Daniel Zeichner, Gavin Shuker, Clive Lewis and 
Kelvin Hopkins plus made stunning gains in Ipswich, Peterborough and Bedford electing Sandy Martin, 
Fiona Onasanya and Mohammed Yasin. While sadly the Conservatives remain in Government, it is clear 
they don't have a plan for Britain or for Brexit. 
 

Yet the concept of "austerity" has been challenged, and more and more people are seeing that the cuts 
to schools and hospitals have gone too far and that our hard working public sector workers deserve a 
pay rise. We must be election ready, which is why I was pleased to join the recent National Campaign 
Day in Norwich, Dereham and Kings Lynn and John McDonnell's campaign rally in Thurrock. 
 

Almost a year on from the referendum vote, formal Brexit talks have finally begun. But even after her 
dismal general election Theresa May is still refusing to listen, refusing to engage constructively and 
seems to believe her reckless path is the only path. Her offer on citizens' rights came a year late and is 
less than generous. Sadly, as the clock continues to tick down to Brexit, I believe at the end of the 
process Britain will be weaker, poorer and more isolated. 
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Labour gains in the East 

The Great Get TogetherThe Great Get TogetherThe Great Get TogetherThe Great Get Together    
 

I was pleased to take part in the Great Get Together Weekend. The celebrations were inspired by 
murdered MP Jo Cox’s first speech in Parliament, where she said “We are far more united and have 
far more in common than that which divides us.” Jo's brutal death was a tragedy but she believed in 
bringing communities together which is why it is fantastic that so many events celebrating unity 
happened across the region.  



Scoring SuccessScoring SuccessScoring SuccessScoring Success    
    

I visited PARCA in 
P e t e r b o r o u g h  t h i s 
‘Refugee Week’ and 
heard about the work 
they do supporting 
Syrian Refugees. 

Across the constituency Across the constituency Across the constituency Across the constituency     
All kinds of organisations are feeling the Brexit chill. Whether it 
is the horseracing industry in Newmarket concerned about 
world class racehorses travelling between Ireland, France and 
the UK; NIAB in Cambridge who test plant species from across 
Europe and are set to lose £600,000 a year and skilled staff 
as their European Commission contract ends; Stansted 
Airport who need an agreement on the "Single European Sky" 
and "Open Skies" to avoid cancelled holidays and grounded 

flights; young people starting out in the 
TV and film industry who I met at the 
Elstree film studios, currently in receipt of £500,000 of EU training 
funds but worried about co-productions between UK and European 
companies coming to an end; or a visiting French market in Hitchin, 
who told me they currently make frequent trips across the Channel, 
but warned that the drop in the value of the pound was already 
making the business tough and cumbersome customs controls could 
be a catastrophe.  
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In Parliament… 
 

The sweet smell of success was 

in the air for Cambridge-based 

Sugarwise, as I officially 

launched their sugar "kite mark" 

at a special event in the 

E u r o p e a n  P a r l i amen t . 

Sugarwise's  lower-sugar 

certification scheme already 

covers hundreds of products – 

including sweets, ice cream, 

chocolate bars, fruit snacks and 

artisan cakes. 

The Warrior Walk 

I put on my walking 
shoes and joined 
mental health activists 
for The Warrior Walk in 
Lowestoft. The walk is 
the brainchild of award 

winning Southwold campaigner Sarah Barret who 
aims to reduce stigmatisation and discrimination 
around mental health. 

Three Towns One 

Vision 

I took part in a mini-
European summit with 
s t u d e n t s  f r o m 
Stevenage, and their 
twinned towns in 
France and Germany. 


