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Dear reader, 
 
It was an immense privilege to be elected as the MP for Oxford East one year ago. 
 
This report sets out some of what I have been doing as your local MP. If I were to highlight 
just two things that have happened in the last year: 

- I am really proud to have prevented the deportation of two “Windrush” constituents 
and helped another secure a passport.  The way in which this generation of people 
has been treated reflects very badly on our country and we need to put it right. 

- I remain deeply concerned about the consequences of Brexit for our city and country.  
I have been working hard to mitigate the consequences in a practical way, for 
instance in my work on the Customs Bill, to try to avoid casting us adrift from the rest 
of Europe.   

 
If you have any comments on this report, or would like me to take up an issue on your 
behalf, please do not hesitate to contact me at anneliesedoddsmp@gmail.com. 
 
Thank you, and very best wishes, 

  
 

Helping local people  
 
I have had the honour of helping a large number of local people with a range of problems and policy 
concerns. The pie chart below indicates the different matters that constituents have contacted me 
about. In comparison with many other constituencies, people in Oxford East very often experience 
problems with affordable housing and, relatedly, social security. Our diverse city also means that 
many people have come to me after having problems with the Home Office- which look set to 
worsen following Brexit. I am very grateful to my dedicated and committed staff for all their hard 
work in trying to resolve local peoples' problems this year. 

 
 
Casework Summary Statistics for year from 8th June 2017
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Surgeries 
I organise regular surgeries in Blackbird Leys, East Oxford, Barton, Rose Hill and other locations. Since 
I was elected, I have had 67 surgery appointments with different individuals and groups in Oxford. 
 
Casework successes include: 

– Enabling a number of people to stay in their homes and avoid eviction; 

– Preventing two 'Windrush' people being removed from the UK and helping another secure a 
British passport; 

– Getting six local children school places who would otherwise be out of school; 

– Obtaining much needed funds for a large number of low-income constituents, from both 
social security and charities – including unlocking £15,000 for one constituent who had been 
wrongly assessed; 

– Getting a Home Office decision to exclude a star performer during the Oxford Chamber 
Music Festival overturned;  

– With others, persuading Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group to provide funding for 
Helen and Douglas House hospice. 

I would like to say a big thank you all the local advice centres, charities and local law firms who have 
assisted my casework team and helped get positive results for my constituents. 
 

In Oxford East 
I have visited a large number of local organisations, including: 
 
Aspire 
BBOWT reserves 
Blackbird Leys brownies 
BMW Cowley 
Centrica British Gas (Cowley) 
Churchill Hospital 
Cowley Road Works 
Eleanor House (Northway) 
Ethical Property Company (Cowley Road) 
Green Templeton College 
Headington Care Home 
Headway Oxfordshire 
Hertford College (debate on Brexit) 
Hope House 
Lake Street GP Surgery 
Nominet 
Old Fire Station 
Oxford BioMedica 
Oxford Brookes University 
Oxford Bus Company 
Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies 
Oxford Churches Debt Centre 
Oxford City Council 
Oxford Citizens' Advice (Carfax) 
Oxford Forum 
Oxford Greyhound Stadium 
Oxford Haemophilia Centre 

Oxford Innovation   
Oxford Jewish Congregation 
Oxford Police Station 
Oxford Science Park 
Oxford University Martin Centre 
Oxford University Physics Department 
Oxford University Student Union 
Oxfordshire County Council 
Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue 
Oxfordshire Health 
Oxfordshire Library Official Opening 
Peeple Project 
Primary Playmaker (Oxford Playhouse) 
Quest for Learning 
Response 
Rethink (Oxford Group) 
Rose Hill and Iffley Low Carbon Group 
Ruskin College 
Science Oxford/The Oxford Trust 
St Bartholomews GP Surgery 
Thames Valley Police Commissioner Office 
The 'Amp' community pub, Risinghurst 
The Porch 
Visitor Information Centre (Broad Street) 
Weatherall Institute of Molecular Medicine 
West Papua Campaign 
Wood Farm Primary School 
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I have also met with over 100 organisations in addition to these visits, both in the constituency and 
elsewhere. 
 
I have attended a number of local events, including: 
Barracks Lane Community Garden Open Day 
Barton Bash 
Bike Oxford, fundraising for Helen and 
Douglas House (pictured) 

 

Blackbird Leys Fair 
Close Campsfield Rally 
Cowley Festival of Christmas Trees 
Cowley Road Carnival 
Cyclox Conference Launch (in Oxford) 
Donnington Doorstep family fundraiser 
Energy Centre switch-on, Headington (JR) 
Festival of Imagined Worlds, Cheney School 
Global Justice Now Oxford event 
Great British Bike-Off 
Great British Spring Clean (Oxford) 
GreenSquare Disability Forum (Blackbird Leys) 
'Hollaback' Oxford 
Holocaust Memorial Day exhibition event 
Home Start Finale Concert 
HSBC Oxford Business Roundtable 
Konigswinter Conference (Keble College) 
Lady Margaret Hall (Alan Rusbridger event) 
Launch of the 'Claudia Charter' for safe cycling 
in Oxford 
Launch of Oxfordshire Breastfeeding Support 
Launch of 'The Jewish Journey' at Ashmolean 
Museum 
Liberian Parliamentary Delegation visit to 
Oxford 
Littlemore Fun Day 
Marmalade Social Enterprise UK event (Arts at 

the Old Fire Station) 
Merton College (event on implications of 
Brexit for people with disabilities) 
Mind Oxford dog exhibition 
My Life My Choice Queens Award Celebration 
NCT Oxfordshire Tea Party 
OX5 Run (fundraising for Oxford Children's 
Hospital) 
Oxfam 75th anniversary celebration 
Oxford Fabian Conference 
Oxford Green Fair 
Oxford Half-marathon, fundraising for Oxford 
Homeless Pathways 
Oxford Holi Celebration 
Oxford Homeless Project Jo Cox event 
Oxford Homeless Pathways Breakfast 
Oxford International Women's Festival Main 
Event 
Oxford Older Peoples' Day 
Oxford Pride 
Oxford Reclaim the Night March 
Oxford Research Staff conference 
Oxford Spires Academy 
Oxford Stays debate 
Oxford Students 'Brexit listening' event 
Oxford University Freshers' Fair 
Oxford Winterlight Christmas Festival 
Oxfordshire Community Foundation corporate 
volunteering event 
Oxfordshire Nepalese Community New Year 
Celebration (pictured)  

 

Ragas and Rhythms (Oxford Hindu 
Association) 
RBS/Natwest roundtable with local businesses 
at Oxford Brookes 
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Remembrance Sunday Procession and Service  
Rose Hill and Donnington Advice Centre AGM 
St Mungo's morning round (rough sleeping) 
Study Higher Event at Oxford Brookes  
Sunningwell Road Street Party (pictured) 

 

Visit to seven local businesses for Small 
Business Saturday 
World Literacy Summit (Sheldonian Theatre) 
Yom HaShoah 
Young Enterprise Trade Fair (Templars Square) 
 
 

 

Representing Oxford East in Parliament 
 
I have raised a number of issues in Parliament which constituents have informed me they are 
concerned about, including: 

- Air quality in Oxford 
- The blood contamination scandal and Oxford Haemophilia Centre 
- The Grenfell disaster- fire regulation, advice to tenants 
- The high cost of housing in Oxford 
- The impact of Brexit on the environment and on animal rights 
- The lack of proper consideration of science and universities in Brexit negotiations 
- Euratom and nuclear fusion research 
- Oxfam sexual abuse revelations- appropriate response and preservation of aid funding 
- Supported housing in Oxford 
- Recruitment and retention in the Oxfordshire NHS 
- Universal Credit roll-out in Oxford 
- Poor treatment of a British citizen from Oxford stranded in jail in Syria. 

 
 Action on local and national concerns in parliament: 

- After the Grenfell Fire, got Theresa May to rule out fire regulations being included in 
government regulation-reducing targets. 

- With MPs Helen Goodman and Margaret Hodge, got government to tighten sanctions laws 
following the Salisbury attack, and to require tax havens to open up to public scrutiny. 

- With others, got government to improve arrangements for helping vulnerable people to access 
Universal Credit (although problems remain). 

- With others, got government to more explicitly acknowledge sentience of (a wider group of) 
animals than previously. 

- Working with the opposition Education team, got government to extend the availability of the 
Childcare Vouchers scheme. 

- Took part in the 'Royal Society Scientist Pairing Scheme' with an Oxford University scientist 
based at the John Radcliffe hospital. 

- Pushed for, and secured from government, as wide as possible eligibility for the 'Help to Save' 
accounts scheme. 

- Supported a number of successful Private Members' Bills, including on refugee family reunion 
and on improving tenants' rights. 

- Organised first ever vote on a 'double tax agreement' in parliament (because it reduced the 
ability of a very poor country to tax multinational companies). 
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As a Shadow Treasury Minister, I have represented the official opposition on four major pieces of 
legislation- two Finance Bills (which set out how revenue for the budget will be raised), the Customs 
Bill and the Sanctions and Anti-Money Laundering Bill. I spoke over 100 times on the latter two bills, 
pushing the government to coordinate its approach with the EU's, to avoid an abrupt break with EU 
regulations and to prevent damage to trade, business and the environment. I have also worked in 
parliament and elsewhere on issues including accountability following the Carillion scandal, the need 
to lift the pay cap for public sector workers (a particular problem for us here in Oxford), and the need 
to combat tax evasion and avoidance. 
 
(As a shadow Minister, I am not able to sign Early Day Motions unless instructed to do so by my 
whips, and I cannot speak on issues unless I have a constituency interest). 
 
I have asked 197 parliamentary questions since I was elected – well above the average amongst MPs. 
These questions have concerned a range of issues including many that constituents have raised with 
me, from the NHS in Oxfordshire, to a range of foreign policy issues, to the impact of leaving a 
customs union on trade, and many more topics. 
 

 
 
 
 

Accountability to local and national media  
 
I believe it is essential that politicians are held to account for the decisions they make. This can be 
aided by politicians participating in discussions in the media. To that end I have appeared on the BBC 
News Channel, BBC Oxford, BBC1 and 2, ITV, Channel 4, Radio 4, Radio 5, LBC, JackFM, Sky and Talk 
Radio.  

 

 

Thank you for reading this report. If you have any comments, or would like to 
raise any matters with me, please do get in touch at 

anneliesedoddsmp@gmail.com 


