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Foreword
Women MPs from 100 countries across 5 continents gathered in the historic chamber of the House
of Commons on Thursday 8th November.
There are now women in nearly every parliament in the world. We have fought our way in past
prejudice and discrimination, often in the face of threats and violence.
Women in parliament are pioneers. We have been elected to sit alongside men in our legislatures.
But we are, as yet, not on equal terms. We are still in a minority in legislatures which are maledominated. We are all relatively new arrivals in institutions which have been traditionally male.
This unique conference brought together women MPs from around the world:
•
•
•

to take stock of our progress,
to share our ideas and our experiences,
to exchange information about how to tackle the obstacles we face and how to press
forward.

The conference sessions in the Chamber of the House of Commons and in the Committee Rooms
considered a wide range of issues. But though we came from very different countries, our goals
are the same. We want to play an equal part in the political life of our countries and we want
equality for women in our countries.
•

there is at one and the same time both greater pressure on women MPs to deliver and also
bigger obstacles to achieving that progress. Once elected, a woman is expected to quickly
produce results for other women. Yet she enters an institution where she is in a minority.

•

virtually all women MPs face opposition to their participation in public life. That ranges from
abuse online, threats in person and threats to their families.

•

women all find challenges in combining their role in the family with their political
responsibilities. In some countries as soon as the woman is elected she is expected to
provide financially for all her relatives in her extended family. Some women had fewer
children than they would have wanted because of finding it a struggle to combine their
political duties with their family responsibilities. Some women found that their husband
struggled to accept their role in public life. One was told by her husband to choose her
marriage or her politics. She said her choice was politics but when she became successful
he relented, becoming happy to share the limelight.

•

once in parliament, many women MPs find that they are overtly discriminated against - they
reported not being called to speak and not being able to sit on committees let alone chair
them. They spoke of being criticised for their appearance including having the temerity to
wear lipstick.

•

in many countries there was abuse and manipulation of the quota systems to support
women MPs. This ranged from men putting their wives, girlfriends, mother’s or sisters into
quota seats so that they could control them. And in one country men themselves
occupying the women’s quota seats.

•

women found that working in women’s caucuses across party was essential to ensuring
their demands could be even acknowledged and met.
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•

women banded together to undertake legislation to benefit women “Women-only bills”.
Thereby they were able to demonstrate that they had made a difference as women in
parliament.

•

there was a strong strand of work by women MPs on women’s safety - at home, at work
and on the streets. Many countries are bringing in tough new laws against street
harassment.

•

some younger women MPs were sexually harassed by older male members of their
legislature

The role of men was discussed in some depth:
•
•
•

it is necessary to challenge men in parliament who abuse women parliamentarians.
support of male MPs sympathetic to the feminist cause is invaluable. There are growing
numbers of men prepared to back women in political leadership.
where there is a male leader who explicitly commits to equality of women in politics it
makes a transformatory difference. Not only are women brought into decision-making but
they are then supported rather than undermined in their work. But women must remain in
the leadership of the quest for progress for women in politics.

There was a strong desire for the conference to be held annually and for women MPs to be able to
continue to work together, support each other and share ideas.

Photos ©UKParliament/Jessica Taylor
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PROGRAMME
Wednesday 7 November
From 1300

Registration at Millennium Gloucester Hotel, London

1500-1730

Welcome tea, Millennium Gloucester Hotel

1900-2030

Evening reception, No 10 Downing Street

Thursday 8 November
0815-0900

Arrival at the Palace of Westminster
Registration and tea and coffee available
Chamber of the House of Commons

0910-0930

Group photograph

0930-0945

1. Welcome and introduction
Penny Mordaunt
Secretary of State for International Development, Minister for Women and
Equalities, Member of Parliament, United Kingdom
Harriet Harman
Mother of the House, Member of Parliament, United Kingdom

0945-1045

2. Women in parliament: celebrating progress, shaping the future
This plenary session will pay tribute to the women who built the foundations for the
current generation of women parliamentarians, or who are inspiring the next. The
plenary will be a celebration of MPs’ achievements and a sharing of their
experiences, looking at how to further empower women leaders, and encourage
more women into parliament.
Chaired by:
Andrea Leadsom
Leader of the House of Commons, Member of Parliament, United Kingdom
Speakers:
Marta Lucia Ramirez
Vice-President, Colombia
Bardish Chagger
Leader of the Government in the House of Commons, Member of Parliament,
Canada
Diane Abbott
Shadow Home Secretary, Member of Parliament, United Kingdom
Dr Heba Hagrass
Member of Parliament, Egypt
Aishata Dukku
Member, House of Representatives, Nigeria
Ledia Hanifa Amaliah
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Member of Parliament, Indonesia
Dr Suad bint Mohammed Al Lawati
State Council Vice-Chairperson, Oman
Catherine Martin
Chair of Ireland’s Women’s Parliamentary Caucus, Ireland
Ya Kumba Jaiteh
Member, National Assembly, Gambia
Simona Petrik
Member of Parliament, Slovakia
Tamara Adrian
Member, National Assembly, Venezuela
1045-1110

Tea/coffee in the Members Dining Room

1115-1230

3. Being a woman parliamentarian today: working groups
Participants will discuss different issues facing women parliamentarians. The four
working groups will run in parallel.
How can strong foundations for women’s full and equal participation be built in each
area? What are the mechanisms that keep women out of decision making? What
are the levers women can use to build more equal participation? How to build
progress towards Sustainable Development Goal 5.5 – ensuring women’s full and
effective participation, and equal opportunities for leadership at all levels of decisionmaking in political, economic and public life?
Each working group will be co-facilitated by two women parliamentarians one from the UK and one from a visiting country.
Group A: Empowering women leaders (1): how can women MPs be as effective
and powerful as possible in their parliaments? How to represent their constituents
most effectively? How to balance being an MP with family and personal
responsibilities?
Committee Room 14
Co-chaired by:
Helen Whately
Vice-Chair of the Conservative Party, Member of Parliament, United Kingdom
Ala Talabani
Head, Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, Iraq
Group B: Getting more women into parliament: how to support routes to election
for women? How to build community support for and acceptance of women’s
leadership?
Committee Room 11
Co-chaired by:
Chloe Smith
Minister for the Constitution, Member of Parliament, United Kingdom
Tabata Amaral de Pontes
Federal Deputy, Brazil
Group C: Empowering women leaders (2): how can women MPs be as effective
and powerful as possible in their parliaments? How to represent their constituents
most effectively? How to balance being an MP with family and personal
responsibilities?
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Committee Room 10
Co-chaired by:
Yvette Cooper
Chair of the Home Affairs Select Committee, Member of Parliament, United
Kingdom
Yeo Bee Yin
Minister for Science, Technology, Environment and Climate Change, Malaysia
Group D: Countering backlash: how to deal with bullying and harassment, both
online and offline? How to engage with men to change the narrative?
Committee Room 9
Co-chaired by:
Sarah Newton
Minister of State, Department for Work and Pensions, Member of Parliament, United
Kingdom
Hayat Abdelrahim
Member of National Assembly, Sudan

1230-1330

Networking Lunch in the Members Dining Room

1340-1440

4. Policy focus: what difference are women MPs making?
Tackling gender inequality through promoting women’s economic
empowerment, ending violence against women and girls, championing access
to voluntary family planning, and breaking the barriers to girls’ education.
Chamber of the House of Commons
This policy-focused plenary session will highlight the ways women in parliaments
shape the political agenda to tackle gender inequality. Working groups will follow,
allowing participants to discuss in further detail. The plenary will highlight successes,
and the working groups will gather solutions that will make a real difference to the
lives of women and girls around the world.
Chair:
Maria Miller
Chair, Women and Equalities Select Committee, Member of Parliament, United
Kingdom
Speakers:
Women’s economic empowerment
Lindiwe Zulu
Minister of Small Business Development, South Africa
Lana Prlić
Member, Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina
Senator Risa Hontiveros
Chair of the Committee on Women, Children, Family Relations and Gender Equality,
Philippines
Ending violence against women and girls
Aida Touma Sliman
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Member of Parliament, Head of Knesset Committee on the Status of Women and
Gender Equality, Israel
Oana Bizgan
Member of Parliament, Romania
Marisa Glave
Congresswoman, Peru
Voluntary family planning: championing women’s choices and holding
governments to account
Heidi Nordby Lunde
Member of Parliament, Norway
Marie Rose Romée Sawadogo Ouegrago
Member of Parliament, Burkina Faso
Breaking barriers to ensure at least 12 years of quality education for every girl
Shiva Maya Tumbahangphe
Deputy Speaker, House of Representatives, Nepal
Nikki Kaye
Opposition Spokesperson for Education, New Zealand
1445-1545

5. Policy focus: working groups
Four working groups will focus on sharing concrete policies and ideas on what works
to achieve progress in the four policy focus areas.
Each working group will be co-facilitated by two women parliamentarians one from the UK and one from a visiting country.
Group E: Promoting women’s economic empowerment
Committee Room 9
Co-chairs:
Amber Rudd
Member of Parliament, United Kingdom
Barbara Rwodzi
National Assembly, Zimbabwe
Group F: Ending violence against women and girls
Committee Room 10
Co-chairs:
Angela Crawley
Member of Parliament, United Kingdom
Shireen Sharmeen Chaudhary
Speaker of Parliament, Bangladesh
Group G: Voluntary family planning: championing women’s choices and
holding governments to account
Committee Room 11
Co-chairs:
Dawn Butler
Shadow Secretary of State for Women and Equalities, Member of Parliament,
United Kingdom
Dr Jessie Kabwila
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Member of Parliament, Malawi
Group H: Breaking barriers to ensure at least 12 years of quality education for
every girl
Committee Room 14
Co-chairs:
Kate Osamor
Shadow Secretary of State for International Development, Member of Parliament,
United Kingdom
Nafisa Shah
Member, National Assembly, Pakistan

1545-1610

Tea/coffee

1615-1715

6. Changing the future for women in parliament: next steps,
commitments and actions
Chamber of the House of Commons
Delegates will reflect in plenary on the days’ discussions and share their personal
commitments and calls to action.
Chair:
Rushanara Ali
Member of Parliament, United Kingdom
Speakers – from sign-up list
Aslaug Arna Sigurbjornsdottir
Member, Althing, Iceland
Closing remarks:
Andrea Leadsom
Leader of the House of Commons, Member of Parliament, South Northamptonshire,
United Kingdom

1800-2000

Reception at Durbar Court, Foreign and Commonwealth Office
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Extracts from speeches
The Prime Minister hosted a reception at No 10 Downing Street to open the conference on
Wednesday 7th November.

“Getting elected is only half the battle. We also have to make the
system work once we are a part of it – and doing so in what is often
a male-dominated and male-oriented environment is not always
easy”.
Prime Minister Theresa May
The women here tonight come from many nations, many cultures and many backgrounds. We
have lived very different lives, we hold different political beliefs, but each of us have answered the
unique calling that is public service. And we all have the privilege of serving our communities and
our countries in our national legislatures.

Celebrating is something we should be doing this evening. Because today, 2018, we see more
female members of parliaments and legislative assemblies around the world than there have ever
been. And that is good news for all of the citizens we serve.
More women in elected office means a greater voice speaking out on issues that affect women,
certainly. It also means a greater focus on preventing gender-based violence, on girls’ education,
on childcare and on women’s health.
But the benefits of a more equal parliament are also felt more widely. After all, if half the population
is systematically excluded from politics them you’re excluding half the talent. A parliament where
women are a rare sight is a parliament working with one hand tied behind its back; a more
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representative parliament leads to better decision making, better politics and ultimately better
government.
And we should remember that it has not come about by accident. It is the result of many years of
effort by people around the world.
While we celebrate how far we have come, we should not lose sight of the fact that there is still a
long way to go. Women make up half the world’s population but barely a quarter of its nationally
elected representatives. If we want to see that improve in our lifetimes, then it’s not enough to
simply stand by and wait for change to happen. We have to make it happen. And I’m absolutely
committed to doing just that.
Back in 2005, here in the UK, I co-founded an organisation called Women2Win, aimed at giving
more women the tools and networks they need to be selected as candidates in my party…when I
first entered the Commons I was one of only 13 female MPs in my party. Today there are 67 of us,
and I’m immensely proud at how many have benefited from the support of Women2Win’s.
Worldwide our Department for International Development is working to empower women in political
life. In Sierra Leone we’ve worked with groups including the Westminster Foundation for
Democracy to run a voter education campaign for women. In Nigeria, the Women in Politics
programme has helped establish a Women’s Caucus in Abuja’s National Assembly. And in
Pakistan, a UK-funded voter registration drive signed up more than 400,000 women ahead of this
year’s general election.
By doing so we’re helping to give women in the UK and around the world a greater voice – and
we’re not alone in such efforts. From Ireland’s Inspire to India’s Girls Parliament, people and
programmes are working to get more women and girls interested in politics, asking them to stand,
and supporting them to win.
Getting elected is only half the battle. We also have to make the system work once we are a part of
it – and doing so in what is often a male-dominated and male-oriented environment is not always
easy.
So I hope that tomorrow’s conference, by giving you the opportunity to share ideas and insights,
will enable you to learn from one another. Because, together, we can overcome challenges, and
can get on with what we got into this business to do: contributing to society, responding to the
needs of local constituents and making a real difference to people’s lives.
So regardless of affiliation or ideology, let’s all work together, let’s learn from each other, let’s build
the networks that will allow us to succeed. And let’s make sure women and girls know that
whatever their views, whatever their party, whatever others may say, a woman’s place is in elected
office”.

"I see a chamber filled with powerful, strong and courageous women.”
Secretary of State for International Development and Minister for Women &
Equalities, Penny Mordaunt
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One of the great joys in helping organise this event has been reading your biographies. Your
achievements and your impact:
•
•
•
•
•
•

you are passionate human rights
activists,
you have struggled against
injustice,
you have fought to protect women
from domestic violence,
you have advocated for girls’
education,
you are working to end FGM,
and you have promoted rights for
the most marginalised women women with disabilities, women
who are lesbian, bi-sexual or
transgender and those living with HIV/aids.

Many of you are the first women to occupy the Photos office you hold. In this chamber this morning
we have Vice Presidents, Ministers and shadow Ministers, a Speaker and Deputy Speakers, chairs
of committees and commissions covering every possible facet of public policy. And we have
representatives from women’s parliamentary caucuses and national women’s leagues.
You are great women for those public achievements, but also for the many private achievements
that only you will know about:
•
•
•
•
•

balancing your work with motherhood, juggling multiple caring responsibilities,
the daily battle to be taken seriously,
sexual harassment, intimidation and abuse,
the restraint and resolve you need when constantly being patronised,
the fight to be heard and to keep going when you are frightened.

You have brought today your ideas, your passion and determination that we will deliver for women
worldwide…as you get to know each other better today, think about all that the few of us here have
been able to do, and think about the possibilities if we are able to empower every girl, every
woman on earth. Just think what the world could do.
And there is much we must do. So let us recommit ourselves…and let us send a clear message to
all those who would slow progress, whether they are in the global north or global south, that we will
not stand for their nonsense…and in 2018 we should not have to have a fight on our hands to get
women’s rights mentioned in summit documents, especially when that summit is the G7.
Enough.
Let’s make an outcome from today a lasting connection between all of us. Whether it is a
commitment to a giant sisterhood whatsapp group, or a greater interaction and collaboration
around the issues we discuss today…
Let us be the generation that finishes the job.
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“No one is doing us a favour by letting us into Parliament. We are a
democratic imperative. We are necessary.”
Harriet Harman, Mother of the House of Commons
We are all from very different
countries with very different
backgrounds, but our goals are the
same: we want nothing less than
equality. We all share things in
common. We are all pioneers. We
have all made a lot of progress, but
we are still women in politics trying
to make progress in what is largely a
man’s world. We look after children
and elderly relatives, and we break
down barriers…
Democracy is about representation.
It is not a proper democracy if
women’s voices are not heard, so
no one is doing us a favour by letting us into Parliament. We are a democratic imperative. We are
necessary. Now we are 30% in the UK Parliament, but we are still outnumbered by men. None of
us is happy just to get into Parliament. We want to be on equal terms with the men in Parliament.
We are not happy with a situation where it is the men who get selected to sit on Committees; the
men who get the resources; and the men who get to speak. We have to not only be in Parliament;
we have to be there on equal terms.
It is important for us to be in Parliament because we want to make progress for women in our
countries. We want equality for women in our countries. When we bring forward ideas, nobody
says, “That’s a good idea. That’s challenging inequality. That’s an interesting policy. We’ll
implement it.” No. We have to fight for it. Nobody says “Come into Parliament and exercise power
on equal terms.” We have to fight for it. To make progress for women, you have to be tough and
persistent and press forward.
I think it is important that we say to ourselves and to one another that threats are not something
that we should just expect, or that is normal or an occupational hazard. We should say that to
attack us as individuals is not only wrong but an attack on democracy, because we are elected.
Our voters have elected us, and they are entitled to our getting on with our job without let or
hindrance and without looking over our shoulder. Sometimes, if we are threatened or attacked, we
feel that we cannot speak out about it because we do not want to look weak or as though we are
preoccupied with ourselves. However, we have to speak out about it, because they are attacks not
only on us but on our democracy.
We have to work with women’s organisations outside and within our own political parties. However,
we also have to work across parties. As women, if we work together across parties, we can make
more progress than we can on our own. We also have to work with men who are prepared to
support us.
We all see the pictures of men at the global summits. The international network of men is wellestablished. We need to establish that international global network of women parliamentarians to
work together. I hope we will be able to do that after this conference. I hope that we will have this
conference somewhere in the world every year. We will not finish the job today. We will make good
progress today, but we need to make progress year on year. The sisterhood is global.
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“Right now in Brazil hate crimes are becoming more common…it is very
hard to stand up for those issues”
Tabata Claudia Amaral de Pontes, Deputy, Federal Congress, Brazil
“Right now, hate speech is becoming more and more common. In a country such as Brazil, hate
speech means that hate crimes are also becoming more common.
I am from one of the poorest parts of São Paulo, my state, my city. I had opportunities in education
due to the Mathematical Olympiad, and I was able to study as an undergraduate, but I have lost
many people close to me to drug addiction, like my father, and to crime and violence, like many of
many of friends.
We are one of the worst countries in the representation of many groups, and we are one of the
most unequal countries in the world. Right now in Brazil, it is very hard to stand up for those
issues. However, I commit myself to fight even harder for education, especially the education of
girls. I ask you to join me in this fight, because it is an important one…have pride in being the first
in your communities, but never to have pride in being the only one. We need to have a lot of
people following us”.

“How do we pass laws that are good for women under a President who
is bad for women?”
Senator Risa Hontiveros, Chair of the Committee on Women, Children,
Family Relations and Gender Equality, Philippines
My country is on the verge of passing a law expanding paid maternity leave from its current
duration of 60 days for normal deliveries and 78 days for caesarean deliveries, to 105 days. This is
a truly historic milestone for gender legislation in the Philippines—[Applause.] Thank you—I will
share that with my sisters at home. It is a milestone not only because our current maternity leave
benefit is one of the lowest in the Asia-Pacific region and below the prescribed standard of the
International Labour Organisation, but because we, the Akbayan party and other women and
labour advocates and champions, believe that the expanded maternity leave law will be a game
changer for the economic empowerment of Filipino women workers. A dismally low maternity leave
benefit has resulted in many women going back to work outside the house before they have fully
recuperated from the physical strain of childbirth. [Interruption.] The baby agrees.
The ratified Bill, which was passed by both houses of Congress, also contained innovative
provisions for shared parental leave—I am eager to hear about UK sisters’ experiences of parental
leave sharing, as I understand that is a fairly new innovation here—which allows mums to share
seven days of leave with the father, to double the current one week of paternity leave. The second
innovation is a 15-day top-up for solo mothers, to give them a total of 120 days. That important
innovation takes into account the unique disadvantages faced by solo mums. I am a solo mum.
Friends, I have been asked, “How does one pass progressive gender legislation in a political
terrain of toxic masculinity, extrajudicial killings and strongman populism…?” Aside from the
expanded maternity leave law, we managed to move forward our Safe Streets, Workplaces and
Public Spaces Act, which for the first time introduces specific penalties for street sexual
harassment. To be more direct, how do we pass laws that are good for women under a President
who is bad for women? That is an interesting question. The sisterhood of women tends to rise
when it is under assault, and in the face of hostile challenges the women’s movement can only
become stronger. The midwife—pun intended—of that will be these pieces of legislation, and hope,
solidarity and possibility in these dark times. Thank you very much. Long live women!
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“We are normally separated by borders and oceans, but today we have
come together, and we are united in our resolve to inspire women to
participate in public life”
Andrea Leadsom, Leader of the House
Each of us can and should use our position to create change for women and girls in our own
nations and around the world.
It is a struggle to name just one woman who inspires me, but I think it is fitting in our centenary
year to highlight a very dear colleague and a trailblazing parliamentarian who we very sadly lost
this year. Colleagues from around the world may have known Baroness Tessa Jowell as our
incredible Minister for the Olympics. She led London’s hugely successful 2012 host city campaign,
but for me and for many others, she was also a woman politician who was determined to give
every baby and every family the best start in life through her Sure Start initiative here in the UK. I
was proud to collaborate with her to ensure that the United Nations Sustainable Development
Goals reflected the importance of early years intervention. She claimed that it was her proudest
achievement. In setting up Sure Start, she will have helped to support millions of families in the UK,
and through her work with the United Nations, she will have helped millions of families around the
world. I want to pay my own personal tribute to her.

“As the first woman living with HIV for over 20 years I hope this is a
representation that people living with HIV and AIDS are in many
different walks of life.”
Ms Princess Kasune Zulu, Member of Parliament, Zambia
As the first woman living with HIV for over 20 years, and as a Member of Parliament, I hope that
this is a representation that people living with HIV and AIDS are in many different walks of life and
are leaders in their own right. The success story of Zambia as a country in not discriminating
against people living with HIV and AIDS and in giving me the mandate to be a Member of
Parliament in a rural constituency, one of the largest constituencies in Zambia, is a good example
to all of us. To the many young people out there who have been orphans and vulnerable children,
as I was at the age of 17, I will add this: I hope my sharing today is an encouragement to you that
you can overcome being an orphan, and one day come into these very rooms that we are in. There
is more work to be done and together we can do a better job. Divided we fall, and enough is
enough of those cases where women have been known to put each other down.
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“There are 140 Members of Parliament, and 40 of us are women. But
what that misses is that these spaces unfortunately have no power. To
fill those spaces with power, we have to fight more”.
Rudina Hajdari Member of Parliament, Albania
No matter where we are and which country we come from, we have all come here because we are
women facing struggle. In Albania, 60% to 70% of women face violence—physical violence, mental
violence or even sexual violence. So for me, joining politics was a real motivation to work for
women’s rights.

“Women do not have the right to make political mistakes.”
Marisa Glave, Congresswoman, Peru
In Peru, women have the right to be elected as mayors, Members of Parliament and as President,
but they do not have any right to disturb the status quo. Women do not have the right to make
political mistakes. The media are cruel to women; they not only question and judge us but
sentence us to stay at home. Political harassment against women is like an alert. It is a message
that, if women want to live in a man’s world, we have to accept outrage. Men, listen to us carefully:
we are not going to accept any more violence in our lives.
Two out of five women in authority have suffered these types of aggressions. Because of that, we
need a defensive tool—we all do. In the Parliament, at this moment, we have two Bill projects
concerning political harassment. It is imperative that they are approved.
The experiences and knowledge shared in this international conference for women Members of
Parliament will help us to fortify our strategies at home to achieve what wise woman declared
almost a century ago.

“Our country’s first gender-balanced Cabinet in 2015 changed the
conversation, and the quality of our legislation is better for it”.
Bardish Chagger, Leader of the Government in the House of Commons, Canada
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau set the tone early
for the Government of Canada, when he
appointed our country’s first gender-balanced
Cabinet in 2015. It changed the conversation,
and the quality of our legislation is better for it.
We passed the Canadian gender budgeting Act,
which enshrines in law our Government’s policy
of applying a gender-based analysis-plus lens to
federal budget processes. Last month, the
Government of Canada introduced the Pay
Equity Act—equal pay for equal work. We are
determined to have corporate boards reflect our
population, so we legislated to make them publicly declare who is on them.
In 2015, Canada turned 151, and I became the country’s first woman Government House leader. In
2018, the hon. Karina Gould became Canada’s first Cabinet Minister to take maternity leave—
progress. Women play a significant role in shaping the direction of our country. Today, women
represent 45% of our Senate. Even though there has never been a greater turnout of women
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elected to our House of Commons—27%—there clearly is more work to do. I can assure you that
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau in Canada will be your ally in this journey.

“It is important to have political institutions and legislatures that look
like the people they seek to govern. Only that gives politics real
legitimacy”.
Diane Abbott, Shadow Home Secretary, UK
I have been a Member of Parliament in this legislature for 31 years. I was the first black woman
ever elected to the British Parliament. I was not just the first black woman—my parents both left
school at 14 in rural Jamaica, and for somebody from a corner of the British empire to take their
place in this Chamber as an elected Member of Parliament was significant in more ways than one.
I would not want you to think I was elected because my party leaders thought it was time to have a
black woman in Parliament. Actually, there was struggle. Anything worth achieving will always
require struggle. It is important to stress that. It is important to have political institutions and
legislatures that look like the people they seek to govern. Only that gives politics real legitimacy.
Men were not talking about women’s equality 30 years ago. It is the increasing number of women
MPs that has brought the issues to the forefront.

“For us in Nigeria, you cannot mention the word “equality”. The men do
not want to hear it, so we find a way of getting around that, because we
want their support”.
Aishatu Dukku, Member, House of Representatives, Nigeria
Nigeria only returned to democracy in 1999 and women have been participating, but the story is
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not good because it was only in 2007 that we have been able to achieve 5.7%. I come from the
northern part of Nigeria, from the north-east where Boko Haram has devastated the zone. More
than 10.5 million children are out of school and of those, 7 million are girls. As I speak to you now,
all the girls’ schools in my constituency have been closed down for the last six years. All the girls
who are supposed to be in school have been married off at a young age, because they cannot be
kept at home doing nothing, so the fathers marry them off. I am the first woman to represent my
constituency. It is very, very difficult because for us, it’s a taboo for a woman just to come out to
participate in politics, but I broke that taboo.

“Our male colleagues call list seats “charity seats” and remind women
every day that they are not the real representatives”.
Nafisa Shah Member, National Assembly, Pakistan
My country, Pakistan, voted in the first, youngest and most inspirational woman Prime Minister of
the Islamic world nearly 30 years ago: Benazir Bhutto. She was the first to give birth when she was
Prime Minister—I am not sure that she took the maternity leave she was entitled to. In the 2007
elections, as she stood up to challenge the militants and extremists, she was tragically
assassinated. In 2008, following the year of her assassination, we set up a women’s parliamentary
caucus in her memory, with the aim of enhancing women’s visibility and voices by joint action and
by uniting on a minimum agenda on women’s rights. The caucus spearheaded legislation that
expanded the rights of women in the workplace and set up rights commissions, but most
importantly, it became a site of consensus building. As a strategy it involved our male colleagues
too. I suggest that we make Women MPs of the World a global movement with a shared agenda.
My first recommendation for the agenda is to empower women MPs ourselves. Women MPs face
discrimination and harassment, even when they become Prime Ministers. Even though women
have become visible through party lists, the list system has become the basis of the very
discrimination that we challenge. Our male colleagues call such seats “charity seats” and remind
women every day that they are not the real representatives.

“We are the voice of the voiceless”
Tamara Adrian Member, National Assembly, Venezuela
Ladies, gentlemen and any non-conforming gender people, as Einstein once said, it is easier to
crack an atom than a prejudice. That is what we are doing. We are challenging the prejudices that
prevent women, as well as people with disabilities, people who live with HIV and LGBTI people,
from having equal rights.
I come from a very difficult environment. I come from the dark ages. In Venezuela, we face very
difficult times. This year, inflation will be more than 2 million per cent. The economy will recede by
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27%, and by two thirds in four years. More than 1.5 million Venezuelans are in Colombia. In many
ways, Parliament has been annulled. We have not been able to touch any wages since being
elected, because the dictatorship cut off Parliament’s funds, so we do not have any kind of
financial support. All our parties were declared illegal, so, like all Members of Parliament, I am part
of an illegal party.
We have to be there—we may make the difference. I am also the only transgender woman to be
elected as a parliamentarian in the western hemisphere, and at this moment I am the only one in
place in the world.

“We need parliaments to deal with the personal”
Jessie Kabwila Member of Parliament, Malawi
We underrate the backlash that we experience when we break through the ceiling. Now anyone
who wants to be the President of Malawi is reminded of Joyce Banda as if everything she did was
a failure, which is not true. Also, it is not as if all men have always done the right thing. They have
made so many mistakes, but nobody says that no man should ever be president again. We need to
plan for the backlash. Those of us who are in politics, let us stop apologising for being emotional.
Every time you speak and have an opinion, they say that you are being emotional. Know that you
are striking a chord.

“Change only happens when women organise together”
Rushanara Ali Member of Parliament for Bethnal Green and Bow, vicechair of the Westminster Foundation for Democracy
For me, as the first person of British Bangladeshi heritage and one of the first three Muslim women
MPs to have been elected to this Parliament, I owe a huge personal debt of gratitude to the
suffragettes of the east end of London, the area that I now represent. The suffragettes risked
imprisonment, violence, the torture of force-feeding, the pain of having their children taken away
from them, and even death. To those women we owe so much. Over the last 100 years there have
been so many women politicians who have paid the ultimate price with their lives. Only two years
ago we lost our friend and colleague, Jo Cox, who was murdered by a far right extremist. We
remember her today and miss her dearly. I know that if she were with us today she would be the
heart and soul of this gathering. She would have been incredibly proud to see that this week the
first native American women and the first Muslim women were elected in the US Congress. It was
a truly inspiring image and the best response to the politics of hate and misogyny that is taking a
hold in the politics of that country and around the world, and it highlights why we all need to work
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together and redouble our efforts to fight hatred, misogyny and extremism where it exists.

“We need to reshape not just our polices, but our parliaments”
Maria Miller, Chair of the Women and Equalities Select Committee, UK
Like many of you, I was the first woman to ever represent my constituency. As elected
representatives, we all have the responsibility to make sure we tackle issues that perpetuate any
sort of inequality. Particularly as women, we have a responsibility to shape the political agenda in
the countries in which we live so that the things that stop women reaching their potential are a
thing of the past. A lack of economic empowerment or education, and violence against women:
these are problems holding women back the world over.
Sometimes, to change things, we need to reshape not just our policies but our Parliaments. Many
Parliaments around the world were set up by men for men. We have to recognise that. That is why
I campaigned for a Women and Equalities Select Committee to be established for the first time here
in Parliament in Westminster in 2015. Too often, I found that the issues that affected women were
not well enough understood, did not get debating time here in the House of Commons and did not
grab media headlines. Issues creating inequality for women were too often marginalised and ignored.
Our Select Committee is helping to change that, and I urge all of you, if you do not have a similar
Committee in your country, to consider setting one up and using it as a tool for change.

“I am not going to be able to implement my plans and strategies in
Afghanistan due to war”
Elay Ershad Member of Parliament,
Lower House, Afghanistan
When I was a kid, my father, my brothers and my
uncles were killed by the Government. We were
raised by my mother—I have four sisters. We had
a tough time but our mother kept sending us to
school…Before I came here, I asked all my
constituents on Facebook what I should say, and
what I should share with the UK and all these
Members of Parliament. All of them had just one
request. Everyone is talking about equal rights,
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but we as Afghans cannot even dream of them. We Afghans cannot even think about equal rights;
we just think about security, and our young generation that are being killed, day by day and every
day. That is why I am going to share my constituents’ request. Please come together. Let’s fight
terrorism, and let’s defeat them.

You can read the debate in the House of Commons Chamber here and watch
the debates using the links below:
Session 1 - Women in Parliament: Celebrating progress, shaping the future
Session 2 - How women in parliaments shape the political agenda to tackle inequality
Session 3 - Changing the future for women in parliaments - commitments and actions
Twitter: #WomenMPsoftheWorld

Thanks and acknowledgements
Prime Minister Theresa May
Rt. Hon. Penny Mordaunt MP, Secretary of State for International Development and Minister for
Women and Equalities
Rt. Hon. Andrea Leadsom MP, Leader of the House of Commons
Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon, Minister of State for the Commonwealth and the UN at the Foreign &
Commonwealth Office, Prime Minister’s Special Envoy on Freedom of Religion or Belief and Prime
Minister’s Special Representative on Preventing Sexual Violence in Conflict
Rt. Hon. John Bercow MP, Speaker of the House of Commons
Sarah Clarke OBE, Black Rod
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Brigadier Neil Baverstock OBE MA, Yeoman Usher
Kamal El-Hajji, Serjeant at Arms to the House of Commons and his team – Emily Cathcart, Katrina
Rodier and Chris Rust
Sir David Natzler KCB, Clerk of the House of Commons
Joanna Roper, Special Envoy for Gender Equality, Foreign and Commonwealth Office
Josephine Delves, Fern Horine, Humaira Jahanzeb and Farhana Rahman - Foreign and
Commonwealth Office
Lu Ecclestone, Tessa MacArthur and Bea Parkes – DFID
Helen Anderson, Alice Booth, Carolyn O’Connor, Lianne Dillsworth and Elyssia McCaffrey –
Government Equalities Office
Sarah Gee, Robin Hart and Olivia Murphy - Wilton Park
Ciarán Devane, Gillian Cowell, Siobhan Foster-Perkins, Mark Hopkins and Trisha Mentzel - British
Council
Anthony Smith and Shannon O’Connell - Westminster Foundation for Democracy
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association (CPA)
Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU)
Eric Hepburn CBE, Director of Security for Parliament and Fay Tennet, Deputy Director of Security
Phil Howse, Principal Doorkeeper and his team - House of Commons
Kevin Candy, Principal Clerk, Administration Committee – House of Commons
Matthew Hamlyn, Principal Clerk, Overseas Office - Houses of Parliament
Jess Taylor, the Official House of Commons Photographer
John Angeli, Sally Freestone, Darren Atkinson – Parliamentary Broadcasting Unit
Adele Dodds – Hansard
My Advisor, Rachel Smethers and my Head of Office, Clare Gosbee
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Appendix - List of attendees and biographies:
Rt Hon Diane Abbott MP
Shadow Home Secretary
United Kingdom

Hayat Abdelrahim
Member of Parliament
Sudan
I am from Darfur, Sudan. I have a bachelor's degree in Political Sciences
and Business Administration and a masters degree in Business
Administration. I am the Chairperson of European sub-committee in the
Foreign Affairs and International Corporation Committee. I am fluent in 4
languages; Arabic, English, Italian and Swahili. I am also the Chairperson
of the German Sudanese Parliamentarian Committee. I worked with local and international
Humanitarian Organizations in Darfur in several issues among which were helping IDPs,
rehabilitating some of Darfur hospitals and planting trees across desserts of Northern Darfur.
Sophia Abdi Noor
Member of Parliament
Kenya

Tamara Adrian
MP, Popular Will
Venezuela
TAMARA ADRIAN. Lawyer and PhD in Law, graduated with honours from
Universidad Católica Andrés Bello. University professor at Universidad
Central de Venezuela and Universidad Metropolitana. She is noted as the
first transgender person elected as an MP in Latin America. She has
worked as an activist for the rights of women and LGBTI. She is President
of the International Day Against Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia Committee, and
President of the board of the Global Action for Trans Equality (GATE). She is also member of
the World Professional Association for Transgender Health (WPATH), All Out and PLAFAM.
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Zanetor Agyeman-Rawlings
Member of Parliament
Ghana
She is a member of the African Women's Forum, of the Crans Montana Forum
and a member of the African Leadership Network and the East, West and
Africa Women's forum (EWA) Conference. She also holds a master's degree
in Conflict, Peace and Security from the Kofi Annan International Peace
Training Centre (KAIPTC). Dr. Zanetor Agyeman-Rawlings is the Member of
Parliament for the Klottey Korle Constituency-the first woman to contest and win the seat. She is
a member of the Business Committee and the Environment, Science and Technology
Committee of parliament. She enjoys reading, writing, cooking, being outdoors and flying.
Suad Al Lawati
The Deputy Chairperson of State Council
Oman
Deputy chair person at state council, conducted studies such as:
Developing Omani Women Associations, Early Testing (testing for blood
genetic diseases before marriage), Women in elected Parliaments,
reviewing regulations for short term training courses, establishing license
for counseling profession. Member of Human Recourses Committee, State
Council - appointment parliament-) Main Committee & team work & reporter) from 2011 until
2015, conducted studies such as: Bill of human resources development fund, Review the laws of
social insurance number (1/72), as amended. Omanization policies, laws and career planning in
the institutions of public and private sectors.
Rushanara Ali MP
United Kingdom
Rushanara Ali is the Labour MP for Bethnal Green and Bow.
She is a former Shadow Minister for Education and Shadow
Minister for International Development. She currently sits on the
Treasury Select Committee. Prior to her election, she was
Associate Director of the Young Foundation, where she cofounded UpRising, a national leadership and employability
charity which has helped thousands of young people develop their campaigning and leadership
skills. She also co-founded One Million Mentors, the online platform to recruit, train and deploy
one million mentors to organisations working with young people.
Rasmieh Ali Al Ka'abneh
MP, House of Representatives
Jordan
Rasmieh Al Kaábneh is an MP at the Jordanian House of
Representatives. She is the supervisor of poverty pockets projects,
Jordanian Hashemite Fund for Human Development, the director of
Consulting and Strategic Planning and a member the American
Commercial Council in Chicago. She is the head of the Parliamentarian
Women Caucus, a member of the Women and Family Affairs committee and the Foreign Affairs
committee. She is also a member of the Future bloc.
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Luciana Berger MP
United Kingdom

Tabata Claudia Amaral de Pontes
Brazilian Federal Deputy
Brazil
Tabata Amaral graduated in Government and Astrophysics from
Harvard College.Coming from one of the poorest regions of Sao Paulo,
she has co-founded VOA!, which prepares students from public schools
for Science Olympiads, Acredito, a political renovation movement, and
Mapa Educação, which strives to make education a priority. Tabata
received McKinsey's Next Generation Women Leader Award in 2017 and Glamour's Women of
the Year in 2018. She met Barack Obama in 2017 and Malala Yousafzai in 2018. Was elected
Federal Deputy to represent the state of Sao Paulo and the Democratic Labour Party with
264,450 votes being the 2ndmost voted woman.
Emine Sare Aydin Yilmaz
Member of Parliament
Turkey
Associate Prof. Dr. Sare Aydin Yilmaz MEP AK Party Founding Chairwoman
of KADEM, TURKEY Sare Aydin Yilmaz studied at Indianapolis University
and completed Ph.D. in International Relations at Yeditepe University. She
was a lecturer and created the Women and Family Research Center of
Istanbul Commerce University. Yilmaz involved in projects about Turkey-EU
relations, nationalism and identity policies. She was the Founding Chairwoman of Women and
Democracy Association (2013-2018) and worked for improvement of women's rights. She was
elected as a member of the Parliament from AK Party in June 2018. She speaks German and
English and married with a daughter.
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Assiatou Bah Epouse Diallo
MP
Guinea
Bachelor of Science in Linguistics University of Georgetown, USA Translation
Certificate Sociolinguistics training scheme Consultant for UNESCO Adviser in
Public Relations & Interpreter at the Tanzanian Embassy in Paris and Nigerian
Embassy in Paris Founder of AMINA MAGAZINE an International Black
Woman's Magazine. Journalist and Editor in Chief, in charge of capacity
building of junior journalists. Editorialist since 1974, I am still holding that position today Member
of Jury for FESPACO in BURKINA FASO 1991 VUES d'AFRIQUE MONTREAL 1998 MISS
GUINEE FRANCE. 2008 2013-2019: Elected UFDG Member of Parliament
Hykmete Bajrami
Member of Parliament and professor at University of Prishtina, Democratic Ligue
Kosovo
Hykmete Bajrami, MP during 2010-2014, elected in 2014 but left her mandate as MP as she was
appointed from her party as minister of Ministry of Trade and Industry, elected on 2017, member
of Committee for Trade, Industry and Economic development. She has a master’s degree in
Economics for Business Analyses in UK (2003), PhD for Marketing at University pf Prishtina
(2010). She is part of academic staff at University of Prishtina since 2004. She is married and
has two daughters.
Eve Bazaiba Masudi
MP
Congo, the Democratic Republic of
Member Of Parliament elected in 2011, in the electoral district of
Basoko, Democratic Republic of Congo, and President of the SocioCultural Commission of the National Assembly (the only woman
president of a Standing Committee) Mrs EVE BAZAIBA MASUDI is
also General Secretary and Political figure of MLC (Mouvement de
Libération du Congo), a great political opposition party in DRC "Mouvement de Libération du
Congo" MLC. Lawyer at the Kinshasa / Matete Bar, she passes all her life like Activist for human
rights.President of the Socio Cultural Committee in the Senate (2007-2012) and President
elected of « the congolese womens league.
Yeo Bee Yin
Minister of Energy, Science, Technology, Environment and Climate Change
Malaysia
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Khawla Ben Aicha
MP
Tunisia
One of the youngest Mes of The Tunisian parliament elected on October
2014 to represent Tunisians living in France. Actually head of foreign
affairs and member of the executive bureau of Machrou Tounes political
party (3rd parliamentary force). Masters degree in marketing and Foreign
Affairs , MBA in marketing and Advertising and actually working on PhD
about the evolution of women representation in the Tunisian advertising landscape since the
2000s . Former consultant in marketing and communications and professor assistant at
Université de Lorrains in France and business schools in Paris.
Roberta Blackman-Woods
MP, House of Commons
United Kingdom
Roberta Blackman-Woods has been Member of Parliament for
the City of Durham since she was first elected in 2005 Roberta is
currently Shadow Minister for Planning and Local Government,
having previously also been a Shadow Minister for International
Development, and for Business Innovation and Skills. Before
entering Parliament, Roberta was an academic having been Dean of Social Sciences and
Labour studies at Ruskin College, Oxford; and as Dean and Professor of Social Policy at the
University of Northumbria. She was also a councillor in Newcastle and Oxford.
Hayat Bouffarrachen
Deputy Speaker of the House of Representatives, Party of
Authenticity and Modernity (PAM)
Morocco
Mrs. Hayat Bouffarrachen is the Deputy Speaker of the House of
Representatives of Morocco (2016-2021). She is from the Authenticity
and Modernity Party (PAM). Previously, Mrs. Bouffarrachen was
elected as a local councilor at the city of Sale. She was a researcher
university professor at the Royal Institute of Training of Senior Staff. Prior to being an MP, Mrs.
Bouffarrachen was a senior official at the Ministry of Youth and Sports. She is also an active civil
society member and is the founding President of the Moroccan Organization of Family Equity.
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Dawn Butler MP
Member of Parliament for Brent Central, Shadow Minister
for Women and Equalities
United Kingdom

Dawn Butler, Member of Parliament for Brent Central and Shadow Minister for Women
and Equalities, was born to expats from Jamaica, and is one of six children. Her desire
to enter politics came from a deep rooted commitment to address inequality. Dawn
became the first elected African-Caribbean woman to become a Government Minister in
the UK. In 2017 Dawn became the first MP in its history to sign a question in the House
of Commons using British Sign Language. Dawn was voted Patchwork Foundation
Overall MP of the Year award 2017 and Diva Magazine "Ally of the Year" 2018
Oana Bîzgan
Member of Parliament
Romania
Oana is a member of Parliament of Romania, representing Bucharest and
serves as a member of the Committee on Equal Opportunities for Women and
Men, and the Committee for Economic Policy, Reform and Privatization. She is
devoted to upholding a cohesive Romanian society through her NoHateNoFear
campaign.
Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury
Speaker
Bangladesh
Dr. Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury is the Speaker of Bangladesh Parliament.
Having obtained Commonwealth Scholarship, Shirin completed PhD (in
Law) in the year 2000 from the University of Essex, UK. She was conferred
upon honorary Doctorate Degree from the University of Essex on 16 July
2014. She was the Chairperson of Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association from 2014-2017. Dr Shirin served as the State Minister for Women and Children
Affairs since July 2009 till April 2013. Dr Shirin Chaudhury was awarded Asia Society's
Humanitarian service Award on 09 June 2010.
Laurinda Silvia Pedro Antonio Cheia MP
Mozambique
Licensed in Law, member of the committee on constitutional, human
rights and legality issues in parliament.
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Ruth Cadbury MP
United Kingdom

Joanna Cherry
MP for Edinburgh South West
United Kingdom
Joanna Cherry MP is the Justice and Home Affairs Spokesperson for
the SNP and sits on the Joint Committee on Human Rights and the
Exiting the EU Select Committee at Westminster. Before being elected
to represent Edinburgh South West in 2015, she had spent twenty
years in practice as an advocate and became a QC in 2009. She co-founded and led the activist
group Lawyers for Yes during the campaign for Scottish independence.

Yvette Cooper MP
Chair of the Commons Home Affairs Select Committee
United Kingdom

Angela Crawley MP
SNP Spokesperson for Equalities, Children and Families, Youth Affairs
and Pensions
United Kingdom
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Evy Christofilopoulou
MP
Greece
Dr. Evy Christofilopoulou is MP for Attica, PASOK (2004-today). She is married
& has a daughter and a son. She studied Law and Political Science (LSE: Ph.D
Government, M.sc Public Administration, Athens University: Law Degree). She
has worked as policy consultant and lectured at two Greek universities. Her
government posts include: Secretary General, Ministry of Labour (1997-2002),
Deputy Minister of Education (2009-2012) & Deputy Minister of Administrative Reform & eGovernment 2013-2015. She was Parliamentary Spokesperson for PASOK (2012-2013). She
shadowed Labour & Health (2015-2017) and is currently shadowing Home Affairs and Equal
Opportunities.
Lolita Cigane
MP
Latvia
Lolita Cigane is a Latvian politician. She was previously a journalist,
public policy analyst and international consultant in the issues of
good-governance, anti-corruption and elections. In 2010 she joined
the centre-right Unity party. Čigāne was first elected to the 10th
Saeima (parliament) in 2010. She served a full term as a Member
of Parliament in the 11th Saeima (2011-2014) and is currently a Member of Parliament of the
12th Saeima, convened in November 2014 until 6 November 2018.
Tatiana Clouthier
Congresswoman, Chamber of Deputies
Mexico

Virginie Duby-Muller
Député de Haute-Savoie, Assemblée nationale
France
Member of Parliament for Haute-Savoie since 2012; - Member of the
Committee on Cultural Affairs in the National Assembly; - Chairman of the
Study Group on the Digital Economy of Data, Knowledge and Artificial
Intelligence; - Member of the Commission Supérieure du Numérique et des
Postes.
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Cheryllyn Dudley
Member of Parliament, ACDP
South Africa
CHERYLLYN DUDLEY, an ACDP MP in South Africa since 1999, is Chief
Whip of smaller parties. Presently serving on International Relations,
Social Development and SA/EU Group. In 2017 she made history as the
first Member of Parliament in SA to have a private members bill passed.
Cheryllyn is a member of the International Panel of Parliamentarians
protecting freedom of religion and belief and on the board of an NGO providing support for
moms of newborn babies and preschool children in disadvantaged areas. She is presently
studying Strategic Diplomacy and Transitional Justice and is married with four children and 6
grandchildren.
Rosie Duffield
MP for Canterbury
United Kingdom
Rosie Duffield is the Labour Party Member of Parliament for
Canterbury, Whitstable and the Villages. Since being elected in
June 2017, she has sat on the Women and Equalities Select
Committee, acted as a Parliamentary Private Secretary to the
Shadow Women and Equalities Minister, and currently sits on Work and Pensions Select
Committee.
Aishatu Dukku
Member House of Representatives
Nigeria
Born on 18th December, 1963 at Kaduna, north western Nigeria,
Aishatu Jibril Dukku is an indigene of Dukku Local Government Area of
Gombe State. She is a graduate of Bayero University, Kano with a
combined honour of Arts Degree in Education. She started her working
career as a classroom teacher in 1987 and rose to become a Principal
and a Federal Inspector of Education between February 1988 and May 2007. On 26th July
2007, she was appointed Honourable Minister (State) for Education. She was elected Member
House of Representatives in 2015 and currently the Chairman, House Committee on Electoral
Matters.
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Aida Dërguti
Vice President of the Parliament of Kosovo, Social Democratic Party PSD
Kosovo
Aida Dërguti is one of the founders of the Self-determination Movement in
Vushtrri, and was also the Second Vice President of Self-determination
Movement. She was elected as Vice President of the Assembly of the
Republic of Kosovo and is a representative of the Kosovo Assembly to
the Council of Europe, where she has also joined the Socialist Group of the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe. She is currently Vice- President of the Assembly, General
Secretary of the Social Democratic Party (PSD) and Member of the Parliamentary Committee on
Internal Affairs, Security and Oversight of the Kosovo Security Force.
Owoidighe Ekpoattai
Member of Parliament, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Nigeria
PROFILE HON. (DEACONESS) OWOIDIGHE IME EKPOATTAI Hon. (Mrs)
Owoidighe Ime Ekpoattai is an accomplished Accountant, successful
entrepreneur, woman leader, Bible teacher, ordained Deaconess of Qua Ibo
Church, Nigeria, a loving wife, mother of four (4) loving children and now as
Member, Representing , Eket, Onna, Esit Eket, Ibeno Federal Constituency in
the House of Representatives, National Assembly - Abuja. She was also a Local Government
chairman, State Treasurer of Peoples' Democratic Party (PDP), Akwa Ibom State,
Elay Ershad
MP, Lower House
Afghanistan
Elay Ershad is one of the competent and active MPs within the
lower house who always raised the voices of people particularly
women as well as play vital role in the legislations relevant to
women's rights. She attained her bachelor's degree in Law and
Political Science from Kabul University. In addition, she served as
a gender advisor to the Minister of Education from 2006 to 2007
and gender advisor to the Minister of Interior from 2008 to 2009.
Sevinj Fataliyeva
Member of the Milli Majlis, Chief of the Department of International
Relations of the New Azerbaijan Party
Azerbaijan
Mrs. Sevinj Fataliyeva was born in 1979 in Baku, Azerbaijan. In 2000 she
graduated from the Azerbaijan University of Languages. She has a PhD
in Philological Sciences. Since 2010 she is a Deputy Chairman of the
Parliamentary Committee on International Relations and
Interparliamentary Relations of the Milli Majlis, 2011 - Member of the Azerbaijani delegation to
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, 2015 - Deputy Chairman of the SubCommittee on the PACE European Social Charter, 2015 - PACE Rapporteur on Children's
Issues, 2015 - Chief of the Department of International Relations of the New Azerbaijan Party.
Married, has two children.
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Caroline Flint MP
Member of Parliament
United Kingdom
Rt Hon Caroline Flint MP was elected as Member of Parliament for Don
Valley for the sixth time in 2017, a seat she has represented for 21 years.
Caroline serves on the Public Accounts Committee, and is the only
woman on Parliament's Intelligence and Security Committee. In
Government, Caroline began her ministerial career at the Home Office,
and was then promoted to Minister of Public Health; Minister for Employment; Minister for
Yorkshire; Minister for Housing; and Minister for Europe. In opposition, Caroline was Shadow
Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, followed by Energy and Climate
Change.
Sarah Flood
GOVERNMENT MINISTER, UNITED WORKERS PARTY
Saint Lucia
Sarah has held the following positions: Elected Member of Parliament (19972004) Minister for Health, Human Services, Family Affairs and Gender
Relations (1997-2001) Minister for Home Affairs and Gender Relations (20012004) Speaker of the House of Assembly (2006-2008) Deputy Permanent
Representative of Saint Lucia to the United Nations, New York (2008-2011) In
February 2012, Sarah founded the Caribbean Centre for Family and Human Rights (CARIFAM),
a non-profit charity, which works to protect family, human rights and human dignity within the
Caribbean. Sarah is currently the Member of Parliament for Castries Central, and Minister
responsible for External Affairs.
Vicky Ford
Member of Parliament for Chelmsford
Chair of the APPG on Women in Parliament
United Kingdom

Preet Kaur Gill
MP
United Kingdom
Preet is the first Sikh female MP in the UK, and chairs both APPG for British
Sikhs and Mentoring. Since January 2018, Preet has been Shadow Minister of
International Development. Through her community and charity work she
served as a board member for the Sikh Network. Preet recently featured in the
Top 10 inspirational Sikh women in the UK for recognition of her work to
engage more women and those from BAME backgrounds into politics. In July 2018, Preet was
appointed Vice-Chair of the Local Government Association, and serves as an NED for Spring
Housing, a local social housing organisation.
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Marisa Glave
Licenciada, Congreso de la República del Perú
Peru
Sociologist at the Pontifical Catholic University of Peru, Master of Public
Policy Management. Twice elected as the councilor of the Metropolitan
Municipality of Lima, where she chaired the Commission for Urban
Development, Housing and Nomenclature of the Lima Council, the
Economic Commission and the Special Investigating Commission of the
COMUNICORE case. She is currently a Congressman of the Republic for the New Peru
Parliamentary Group, was President of the Congress Commission on Housing and Construction,
and is currently a full member of the Economic, Constitutional, Decentralization and Agrarian
Commission.

Justine Greening MP
United Kingdom

Zartaj Gul
Minister for State for Climate Change
Pakistan
Zartaj Gul is a Pakistani politician who is the current Minister of State
for Climate Change, in office since 5 October 2018. She has been a
member of the National Assembly of Pakistan since August 2018. She
hails from North Waziristan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Zartaj Gul attended
Queen Mary College for her undergraduate studies and then attended
National College of Arts for her postgraduate studies.
Dr Heba Hagrass
Member of Parliament
Egypt
•Ph.D., in Sociology and Social Policy, University of Leeds, England 2010. •A
member of the Egyptian parliament since 2015-Present. • A member at the
National Council for Women,. •A member of the Egyptian National Council for
Disability Affairs. •Dr. Hagrass helped civil society with the draft of the
Egyptian Constitution of 2014, where for the first time in history that eleven
articles are dedicated for persons with disabilities. •Dr. Hagrass has recently submitted a draft
law for the "Rights of People with Disabilities" in Egypt which has recently passed in the
Parliament.
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Rudina Hajdari
Member of Parliament, Democratic Party of Albania (DPA)
Albania
Rudina Hajdari also a member of the Foreign Policy Committee and
the European Integration Committee. Her primary policy interest(s)
surround human rights. Ms. Hajdari is a part-time lecturer at the
University of Tirana, Department of Political Science, where she
teaches about public policy. Previously, Ms. Hajdari has worked as
both a Staff Associate to the United States' House of Representatives, and in a similar capacity
for the House Committee on Foreign Affairs for Ranking Member Eliot L. Engel. In Albania,
Rudina has served in a number of political positions-notably as NATO Policy Analyst for
Albania's Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Harriet Harman
MP for Camberwell and Peckham and Mother of the House of
Commons
United Kingdom
Harriet Harman QC MP has represented Camberwell and
Peckham since 1982. Appointed as Solicitor-General in 2001
she led a drive to make tackling domestic violence a priority.
She served in Government as Leader of the House of Commons and Minister for Women.
Harriet was elected Deputy Leader of the Labour Party 2007-15, appointed Shadow Deputy
Prime Minister 2010-15 and twice served as Interim Leader of the Labour Party in 2010 and
2015. She is currently Chair of the Joint Committee on Human Rights and in 2017 became the
longest serving woman MP i.e. 'Mother of the House of Commons'.
Helen Hayes
Member of Parliament
United Kingdom
Helen Hayes is the Labour MP for Dulwich and West Norwood, first
elected in 2015 and re-elected in 2017 with an increased majority.
Before entering politics, Helen was a town planner for twenty years,
working with communities to deliver new jobs and homes. She brings
this experience to Parliament, where she sits on the Communities and
Local Government Select Committee, co-sponsored the Homelessness Reduction Act and has
chaired a Joint Select Committee Enquiry into the future of supported housing.
Ana Theresia Hontiveros-Baraquel
Senator
Philippines
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Arpine Hovhannisyan
Vice Speaker, National Assembly
Armenia

Ya Kumba Jaiteh
Parliamentarian, National Assembly
The Gambia
Hon. Ya Kumba Jaiteh is a 30 year old lawyer and a nominated
member of National Assembly of The Gambia. She serves on
five committees; Finance and Public Accounts, Foreign Affairs,
Local Government and Lands, Standing Orders and the Trade
committee, which she chairs. She holds a LLB (1st Class Honours) form Anglia Ruskin
University and a BL from The Gambia Law School. She is well-known for her activism roles in
the promotion and protection of women and children rights. She is presently the young executive
member of the Female Lawyers Association of The Gambia.
Carmen Jeitler-Cincelli
Abg.z.NR, Parliamentary Club of the Austrian People's Party
Austria
Mag. Carmen Jeitler-Cincelli is Member of the National Assembly of the
Austrian People's Party, Deputy Secretary-General of the Austrian
Business Association and City Councilor for Economics and Urban
Marketing in Baden near Vienna. She is a member of the Permanent
Subcommittee on European Union Affairs, Standing Subcommittee on
ESM Affairs, Foreign Policy Committee, Committee on Family and Youth and the Committee on
Equal Treatment.
Aleksandra Jerkov
MP, Democratic Party
Serbia
Present: Member, National Assembly of the Republic of Serbia, Belgrade
Member of the Committee on the Human Rights of the Parliamentarians in
Inter-Parliamentary Union Concurrent Position: Vice President of Democratic
Party, member of Presidency of Democratic Party Previous Positions:
Member, Parliament of Serbia, 2007 - 2008 Member, Parliament of Serbia,
2008 - 2012 Member, Parliament of Serbia, 2012 - 2013 President of the City Assembly of Novi
Sad, 2012 Member, Parliament of Serbia, 2014 - 2016 Member, Parliament of Serbia, 2016 present Office of the President of the Parliament of Vojvodina, 2005 - 2007 Chairperson of the
Committee on Education, Science and Technological Development, 2014-2016

36

Jessie Kabwila
Parliamentarian, Malawi Congress Party
Malawi

Jovah Kamateeka
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
Uganda
Member of Parliament of Uganda 2011-2018, Founder Chairperson Human
Right Committee 2012-2018, Member of Finance Committee 2016-2018,
Member legal and Parliamentary Committee 2011-2016, Member Budget
Committee 2011-2016, Under Secretary Uganda Law reform Commission
2002-2010, worked with Government in the lower ranks of the Administrative
Carder 1982-2002. Holds a Masters Degree in Public Administration and Management and a
Masters Degree in Business Administration
Princess Kasune Zulu
Member of Parliament
Zambia
I am the first HIV Positive Living Member of Parliament and first Female
MP in my Constituency of Keembe Rural of over 150,000 people ; author
of biography "Warrior Princess ". My precious experience is advocacy
and activism for orphans, vulnerable children and people living with HIV
& AIDS. My passion is broadcasting and public speaking.

Sophie Katsarava
Chairperson of the Committee on Foreign Affairs
Georgia
Sophie Katsarava is a Chairperson of the Committee on Foreign Affairs.
She is the Head of the Georgian Delegation to the OSCE PA Mrs.
Katsarava was elected to the position of Deputy Chair for the General
Committee on Political Affairs and Security at the 2018 Annual Session
in Berlin, OSCE PA. She was also elected to the position of the Vice
President of the Social Democratic Party. Having served 11 years at the British Embassy in
Tbilisi, she became a Member of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (MBE) with an
ordination by Queen Elizabeth II.
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Nikki Kaye
MP for Auckland Central, National Party Spokesperson for Education
and Sport and Recreation
New Zealand
Nikki was elected as the MP for Auckland Central in 2008, winning the
seat for the National Party for the first time in New Zealand's history. In
her parliamentary career she has handled more than 50,000
constituency cases, been a strong advocate for environmental and
local government issues, and served as a Minister of the Crown across a range of portfolios
including Education. Nikki is currently MP for Auckland Central and the National Party
Spokesperson for Education and Sport and Recreation.
Liz Kendall
Member of Parliament for Leicester West
United Kingdom

Seema Kennedy
MP for South Ribble
United Kingdom
Seema grew up in Blackburn. After working in London as a solicitor,
she joined the family business in Preston. She is married with three
children. Seema has been the MP for South Ribble since 2015.
Seema became co-chair of a cross-party Loneliness Commission
along with Jo Cox MP. Following Jo's murder in 2016, this work was
taken forward by Seema and her new co-chair Rachel Reeves MP to
form the Jo Cox Loneliness Commission. In 2017, she came the
Parliamentary Private Secretary (PPS) to the Prime Minister. She is
the first female PPS to a Conservative Prime Minister.
Sudary Khuon
Second Vice-President of the National Assembly of the Kingdom of
Cambodia
Cambodia
H.E.Ms. KHUON Sudary, Second-vice President of the National Assembly
of the Kingdom of Cambodia, and as Chairperson of the Cambodia Women
Parliamentarian Caucus, and Vice-Chairperson of the ICAPP Standing
Committee, Chairman of the Asian Cultural Council .
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Rt Hon Andrea Leadsom MP
Leader of the House of Commons
United Kingdom

Marcella Liburd
Attorney-at-law/Parliamentarian, Member of the St Kitts-Nevis
Parliament
Saint Kitts and Nevis

Amina Maelainine
Deputy Speaker of the House of Representatives, Party of Justice and Development (PJD)
Morocco

Catherine Martin
Teachta Dála, TD & Chair of the Oireachtas Women's Parliamentary
Caucus/Dáil Éireann
Ireland
Catherine Martin TD is the founder and current Chair of the Oireachtas
Women's Parliamentary Caucus. She has represented the constituency of
Dublin Rathdown as a Green Party TD in Dáil Éireann since February 2016,
and is the Green Party's Deputy Leader and Education Spokesperson. A
former teacher and a County Councillor, she now serves as a member of the Joint Oireachtas
Committee on Education and Skills and the Committee on the Future of Mental Healthcare.
Milena Mayorga
Member of Parliament
El Salvador
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Liz McInnes
Member of Parliament, Labour Party
United Kingdom
Liz McInnes is a British Labour Party politician who has been the Member of
Parliament for Heywood and Middleton in Greater Manchester since 2014.
Prior to her election to Parliament, Liz worked as a Senior Biochemist for the
NHS. Since 2016, Liz has been the Shadow FCO Minister for Sub Saharan
Africa and South Asia.
Sara Medina
Congresswoman
Honduras
Hi my name is Sara Ismela Medina. I've been a Congresswoman since
2006 elected by the Department of El Paraiso, The Land of Tobacco
and Coffee. I'm the President of the Gender Equality Commission of
the National Congress of the Republic of Honduras and I am also
member of different commissions of the latter.
Ibrahima Memounatou
Second Vice-President of the National Assembly
Togo
Ana Catarina Mendes
Deputy Secretary General and Member of the
Parliament, Portuguese Socialist Party
Portugal
Ana Catarina Mendes is a socialist Member of the Portuguese
Parliament since 1995. Ms Mendes is also Deputy Secretary
General of the Portuguese Socialist Party, Vice- president of the Socialist Party in the
Portuguese Parliament and Head of the Portuguese Delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly
of the Council of Europe - PACE. Ms Mendes has a Degree in Law and has attended and
completed the curricular programme of the Master's Degree in New Frontiers Law.
Mboni Mhita
MP Handeni
Tanzania
MP For Handeni Constituency in United Republic of Tanzania and President
of the Youth Caucus at the Pan-African Parliament.
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Maria Miller MP
Chair of the Women and Equalities Select Committee
United Kingdom
Maria was first elected to represent Basingstoke in 2005 and
appointed to the Trade and Industry Select Committee. She was
appointed as Shadow Minister for Education then Shadow
Minister for Family Welfare in 2006. Maria moved back to the
Education team as Shadow Minister for the Family from 2007 to 2010. She was appointed
Minister for Disabled People in 2010 and was promoted to Secretary of State for Culture, Media
and Sport, and Minister for Women and Equalities, from September until 2014. In 2015 Maria
was elected as Chair of the New Women and Equalities Select Committee.
Ledia Hanifa Moechsoen
Member, House of Representatives
Indonesia
Member of The House of Republic of Indonesia since 2009 from
Prosperous Justice Party (PKS). She had experience in commission IX
(Health, Labor & Migrant Worker), commission VIII as deputy head of
commission (Women Empowerment & Child Protection, Religion, Social
Welfare). Now, she is member of commission X (Education, Research &
Higher Education, Tourism, Sport & Youth) & Legislation Body. She worked as chair of task
group on 1st amendment of Child Protection Law (2014), Halal Assurance Law (2014) and
Person with Disability Law (2016). She wrote 4 books about female parliamentarian, person with
disability & halal assurance.

Rt Hon Penny Mordaunt MP
Secretary of State for International Development and Minister for
Women and Equalities
United Kingdom

Joanna Mucha
Member of Parliament, the Sejm
Poland
Member of opposition Civic Platform Party, elected for the first time in 2007.
In the Sejm she sits in Public Finance Committee. In years 2011-2013 she
was Minister of Sport and Tourism of the Republic of Poland. In 2006 MP
Mucha gained a PhD degree in management of health care. In her
parliamentary work she is engaged in protecting the women's right. She was
also a Secretary of the working Group on the European Convention on Bioethics in the
Chancellery of Prime Minister Donald Tusk.
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Sarah Newton MP
Minister of State for Disabled People, DWP
United Kingdom

Heidi Nordby Lunde
MP, Conservative Party
Norway
MP Conservative Party, Norway. Former member of the standing
committee on finance and budget, currently member of the standing
committe on labour market and social affairs. Leader of the
Conservative Party in Oslo, Leader of the European Movement in
Norway. Background from private sector, media, technology & startups.
Feminist, advocate for LGBTQ-rights, fiscal conservative.
Farihah Omar
MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Libya
Farihah Omar graduated from Benghazi University in 2004 and has been a
lawyer since 2005. She is currently a Member of the Libyan House of
Representatives for the fourth district Ajdabia. Farihah is a Member of the
Legislative and Constitutional Committee and the Foreign Affairs Committee.
She is a Member of the 19th Committee to study and draft the political
agreement signed in 2015 as well as several legislative tasks assigned to them including the
Eighth Constitutional Amendment and the Terrorism Act.
Kate Osamor MP
Shadow Secretary of State for International Development
United Kingdom
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Yasmina OUEGNIN
Member of Parliament, National Assembly
Cote d'Ivoire
Yasmina OUEGNIN is a MP of Cocody, an electoral district of the economic
capital of the Republic of Côte d'Ivoire. Endorsed by the Democratic Party of
Côte d'Ivoire in 2011 for the post-crisis legislative elections, she defeated the
list presented by the ruling party, Rassemblement des Républicains. She
successfully ran again, with no political affiliation, during the 2016 legislative
elections, putting the concerns of the populations at the center of her political and parliamentary
actions. She created VOX POPULI, an independent parliamentarian group that works for
national reconciliation, good governance and the consolidation of the rule of law.
Nana Akua Owusu Afriyieh
Member of Parliament, Ablekuma North Constituency Greater
Accra, NPP
Ghana
My professional objective is to work in a leadership capacity where I will
have the platform to leverage my skill to achieve goals and objectives
that would meet or exceed stakeholder's expectations. My vision is to
attain the overall goal of the firm or institutions to bring satisfaction to
the organization, its workers and the society at large coupled with hard work, perseverance and
courage.
Simona Petrík
Member of the National Council
Slovakia
Simona Petrik is a Slovak Member of Parliament and also one of
leaders in newly formed party TOGETHER - Civic Democracy. Before
entering politics, she had led an NGO focused on empowering women
in becoming entrepreneurs. She uses her mandate to raise awareness
to violence on women and breaking of womenʹs rights in Slovak
healthcare (during childbirth; separation of children from parents when hospitalized). She also
pursues more flexible financial support for Slovak families and accessible childcare facilities.
Two years ago, Simona Petrik was banned from entering the plenum of Slovak parliament when
she wanted to bring in her baby.
Barbi Pilvre
MP
Estonia
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Bundith Prathoumvanh
Member of the National Assembly, Lao People's Revolutionary Party
People's Democratic Republic of Lao
Bundith Prathomvanh, Vice President of Lao Women's Union, Vice
President of the National Commission for the Advancement of Women
and Mother -Child

Lana Prlić
Member of Parliament, Social Democratic Party
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Lana Prlić (Vice-President, Social Democratic Party, Bosnia and Herzegovina), 25 years old,
Bachelor of International and Public relations, and Master of International Business and Finance.
Member of Social Democratic Party of Bosnia and Herzegovina from 2010. In December 2014,
elected as Vice President of SDP B&H and by that became the youngest women VP in the
region. Reelected in October 2015 on the same position. Working full time job in Headquater of
Social Democratic Party of Bosnia and Herzegovina in policy writing department and working on
organization of seminars, as well as helping in international department of SDP B&H.
Sanja Putica
Member of Parliament
Croatia

Faride Raful
Chamber of Deputies
Dominican Republic

Marta Lucía Ramírez Blanco
Vice President
Colombia
The Vice President of the Republic of Colombia, H.E. Marta-Lucia Ramirez
is the first woman to be elected to this position in Colombia. She has over
35 years of experience in the fields of business development, commerce,
international negotiations, foreign investment, security, democracy,
governability and regional development. Ms. Ramírez is mainly concerned
with women empowerment, the fight against corruption, security, the creation of jobs,
competitiveness and the strengthening of the Judiciary. She has promoted and implemented
public policies for women empowerment in politics, entrepreneurship and social awareness
throughout the country.

44

Emma Reynolds
Member of Parliament, Wolverhampton North East
United Kingdom

Olga Richterova
Member of Parliament, the Pirate party
Czech Republic
Olga has been active in local politics since 2011. In 2014 she was elected local
representative in the 6th biggest Czech city (Prague district 10), in 2017 she
was elected MP for the Pirate party. In 2018 she became the 1st vice-chair of
the party. Her original profession is translator - interpreter, she studied and
taught at Charles University (Prague). Her academic experience is also from
Saarbrücken (GER) and Sheffield (UK). She has two little children and comes from a small
village of 1000 inhabitants. Originally, she only wanted to help create a similar "city village"
through community projects.
Amber Rudd
Member of Parliament, Hastings and Rye
United Kingdom

Barbara Rwodzi
Member of Parliament and Businesswoman
Zimbabwe
I am a 43 year old woman MP elected in the 2018 harmonized elections in
Zimbabwe for a constituency called Chirumhanzu in the Midlands. I am an
entrepreneur since I was 19, married with 2 kids, a boy and a girl I own 2
businesses, 1 in Solar systems and the other in export of handmade knitwear I
have a degree in Business Studies with UNISA and MBA with Nottingham
Trent University I am well travelled through my businesses in search of partners, customers,
suppliers and investors I'm particularly passionate about women economic empowerment and
emancipation, child and the welfare
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Marcela Sabat
Deputy, National Congress
Chile
Sabat is trained as a lawyer and is part of the centre-right Renovación
Nacional (National Renovation) party. She has been elected three times for
Deputy and represents the 10th District of Santiago. Sabat is one of ten
elected women deputies for the RN party. She has been instrumental in
increasing the political participation of women in her party through RN
Mujeres, an internal official grouping that seeks the increased representation of women in the
party through various forms of support. They credit this grouping in helping to grow from 2 to 10
elected women deputies.
Aissata Tall Sall
Member of Parliament
Senegal
Aissata Tall Sall is the Mayor of Podor, (North of Senegal), since 2014
and a member of the National Assembly. She is a member of the
Political Bureau of the Socialist Party. She was the Communication
Minister and Spokesperson of the Senegalese Government for two
years (1998-2000). Aissata studied law at the University and has a
working experience as lawyer. She created her own movement called "Oser l'avenir". It was
under that banner that she was re-elected member of parliament in June 2017. She has
presidential ambitions and wants to be the first female head of state in Francophone Africa.
Yibatou SANI GLELE
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
Benin

Marie Rose Romee Sawadogo Ouedraogo
Member of Parliament
Burkina Faso
Many years of experience in a variety of countries and programs:
women's empowerment and rights, gender equality SGBV, Community
Services Coordinator, humanitarian emergency program for Sudanese
refugees, reproductive health and HIV/AIDS at national, regional and
international levels, Technical Advisor, support of community participation
in nine countries: Benin, Burkina Faso, Côte d'Ivoire, Ghana, Guinea, Mali, Niger, Senegal and
Togo in Canadian West Africa Project To Combat Aids. UNICEF, WHO, Care Canada and IEDA
Relief. Monitoring and Evaluation Officer/Head of base, Mali, as Permanente Secretary of
National Council against Female Genital Mutilation, mainstreaming of protection, child protection
and community based protection
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Rosana Schaack
Representative, District #1, Rivercess County, House of
Representatives
Liberia
Honorable Dr. Rosana D. H. Schaack, R.N., BSN, Serving civil
society for 19 years, she was determined to increase the
number of women participating in politics in Liberia and ran
against 12 men in her district during the Representative Elections in 2017 and won as the
Representative for District #1, Rivercess County. Dr. Rosana Schaack is Co-Chair of the
Rivercess Legislative Caucus. In the House of Representatives, she is Chairperson of the
Women's Legislative Caucus and Member on the following Committees: Ways, Means, Finance
and Development Planning Rules, Order and Administration Gender, Child Development &
Social Protection Elections and Inauguration
Naz Shah
Member of Parliament, House of Commons
United Kingdom
Naz Shah is a progressive and dynamic Labour MP, elected at the
2015 general election. She successfully defended the seat in 2017
achieving the best result for the Labour Party in Yorkshire and Humber
as well as No. 15 in the country. Since taking her seat in Parliament
she has lead the way on Muslim issues in addition to having held the
post of Parliamentary Private Secretary to the Shadow Chancellor John McDonnell MP. Her
position on the Home Affairs Select Committee has been an integral platform in raising the
agenda of immigration, race, representation and in particular hate crime.
Nafisa Shah
MNA, PPP
Pakistan
Nafisa Shah is a Pakistani politician who has been a member of the
National Assembly of Pakistan, since August 2018. Previously, she was
member of the National Assembly from March 2008 to May 2018. She has
doctorate in Social and Cultural Anthropology from the University of Oxford.
Nafisa Shah has served as chair of the National Commission for Human
Development and general secretary of the Women's Parliamentary Caucus between 2008 and
2013. She has also been vice president of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association. She
also headed the National Commission for Human Development.
Alona Shkrum
MP, Batkivshchyna Faction
Ukraine
Alona Shkrum is a Ukrainian politician, lawyer and human rights
advocate. She has a LL.M. in International Law from Cambridge
University. Since 2014, she has been a member of the Ukrainian
Parliament. She heads the civil service subcommittee in the
Parliamentarian Committee on State construction, Regional Policy and
Local self-government. She is a member of the 'Equal Opportunity' interactional caucus in the
Ukrainian Parliament and actively comments on women's political rights in the country. In
addition, she took part in 2017 International Women's Day in the European Parliament,
International Women's Day Conference (USA) and Women's Political Rights Conference
(Tunisia).
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Tulip Siddiq MP
United Kingdom
Tulip Siddiq is the Labour Member of Parliament for Hampstead and
Kilburn. She is a member of the Women and Equalities Select
Committee. She is the Chair of the All Party Parliamentary Group on
Childcare and Early Education and the Vice- Chair of the All Party
Parliamentary Group against Anti-Semitism. She is a governor at
Emmanuel Primary School, a trustee of the Holocaust Memorial Day
Trust and a patron of the charity Leaders Plus.
Áslaug Sigurbjörnsdóttir
MP, Althingi
Iceland
Parliamentary career •Member of Althingi for the Reykjavík North
Constituency since 2016. •Deputy Chair of the parliamentary group of the
Independence Party since 2017. •Chair of the Foreign Affairs Committee
since 2017. •Chair of the Icelandic delegation to the Inter-Parliamentary Union
(IPU) since 2017. •Member of the EU-Iceland joint Parliamentary Committee
since 2018. Earlier committees •Member of the Judicial Affairs and Education Committee 2017
(Chair 2017). •Member of the Economic Affairs and Trade Committee 2017. •Member of the
Icelandic delegation to the NATO Parliamentary Assembly 2017 (Chair 2017). •Member of the
Icelandic delegation to the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) 2017.
Chloe Smith
Minister for the Constitution, Cabinet Office/ UK Government
United Kingdom

Anne Spiegel
Minister for Families, Women, Young People, Integration and Consumer Protection
Germany

Jo Stevens
Member of Parliament
United Kingdom
Jo Stevens is the Labour MP for Cardiff Central. She was first
elected in 2015 and re-elected in 2017. She's served as Shadow
Justice Minister, Shadow Solicitor General and Shadow
Secretary of State for Wales, resigning in order to vote against
the triggering of Article 50. Since July 2017 she has been a member of the Digital, Culture,
Media and Sport Select Committee. Jo was state educated in North Wales, graduated from
Manchester University and prior to entering Parliament, was a Solicitor and Director of
Thompsons, a UK-wide law firm representing trade union members injured, killed or mistreated
at work.
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Elvira Surabaldieva
Member of Parliament, Social-Democratic Party
Kyrgyzstan
In 2004-2006 worked as the head specialist and deputy head of the
Department of External Relations and Information of the Social Fund of
the Kyrgyz Republic. From 2006 to 2015 worked as the general director
of the auto market "Kudaibergen". On the 28th of October 2015, elected
Member of Parliament to the sixth convocation of the parliament of the
Kyrgyz Republic from the Social-Democratic Party of Kyrgyzstan MP is a member of
Parliamentary economic and fiscal committee and a head of the Parliamentary Friendship group
with the UK of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.
Dima Tahboub
MP, Islamic Action Front
Jordan
Dr Dima Tahboub is a Jordanian MP. She is a member of Women's
committee, vice president of Media and National Guidance committee,
Spokesperson of Reform Bloc. Here PHD is from the University of Manchester
in majoring in Middle Eastern Studies. She is a lecturer and writer on postcolonialism, women in war literature.
Ala Talabani
Member of the Council of Representatives
Iraq

Jocelyn Tetteh
MP, National Democratic Congress
Ghana
Hon Jocelyn Tettah is currently an MP for North Dayi
Constituency in the Volta Region of Ghana and serves on the
Gender and Children's Committee and the Legal, Constitutional
and Parliamentary Affairs. She also serves as the Ambassador
for Anti Human Trafficking in Ghana. Jocelyn Tettah is passionate about community
engagement and development, empowering women, children and the vulnerable in society, and
has recently been involved in several programs on fighting human trafficking in Ghana and
beyond. She is a strong activist for the rights of women and children. She completed the
University of Cape Coast Law School in 2016.
Hermine Patricia Tomaino Ndam Njoya MP
Cameroon
I was born in Yaounde. I obtained in 1992 a Master in Public Law
Francophone with honors. I followed a training that has made me an
expert in training of grassroots organizations and has acquired proven
expertise in assembly, control, execution and project evaluation. I
coordinated several programs and projects in recent years: The Task
Force HIV / AIDS and children at the World Conference of Religions for
Peace / Hope for African Children Initiative. I am a member of parliament. I am also the author of
several publications and news in the field of political and literary sciences.
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Emelia Lolloh Tongi
Member of Parliament, Independent MP
Sierra Leone

Marcela Torres
Federal Deputy at Mexican Congress, National Action Party (Partido
Acción Nacional)
Mexico
I am a political woman, sportist, mother and full time citizen. I was elected
Federal Deputy for the first time on the 2009-2012 period. Then I was
elected Senator for the 2012-2018 period, and I specialized on gender
equality, human rights, education, the NGO's and culture. Since 2015 i'm
General Secretary of 'Woman Political Empowerment' of the National Action Party and currently
Federal Deputy at the Mexican Congress, representant of the state of Queretaro.
Aida Touma Sliman
Member of Parliament (Knesset)
Israel
Ms. Aida Touma-Sliman joined the Knesset (Israeli Parliament)
in 2015, after the creation of the Joint List party, comprised of
four different Arab political parties. She is the first female
member in the High Follow-Up Committee for Arab Citizens in
Israel, the highest political body representing the Arab minority. Ms. Touma-Sliman is a
prominent feminist activist in Israel; she co-founded Women Against Violence, an Arab feminist
organization that promotes the security and empowerment of Arab women in Israel. In the
Knesset, Ms. Touma Sliman serves as the chair of the Knesset Committee on the Status of
Women and Gender Equality.
Shiva Maya Tumbahangphe
Deputy Speaker, House of Representatives
Nepal
Shiva Maya Tumbahangphe, PhD, is the deputy speaker of Nepal's House
of Representatives. She was elected to the position in March 2008. The
Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist and Leninist) nominated her in
2017 to be an MP candidate. (She has resigned from her party position after
being elected as the deputy speaker). She was an assistant lecturer at
Tribhuvan University for nine years until 2017. She has worked for women's rights for years. She
has written two books on Nepali women's political and social movements. She did her PhD on
political women movement in Nepal 1990- 2003.
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Andrea Villagran
CONGRESSWOMAN
Guatemala
Congresswoman of the Republic of Guatemala (2017-2020) for the
Guatemala District. Currently, the youngest member of parliament. Member
of the Transparency and Probity, Culture, international affairs Commissions
and Vice Chair of the Youth Commission. Degree in Political Science from
the Rafael Landivar University of Guatemala; has a specialization in
Decentralized Cooperation by the Observatory of Decentralized Cooperation of the European
Union and Latin America. She was a student leader, elected President of the Political Students
Association of the Rafael Landivar University.
Mihaela Neto Webba MP
Angola
Mihaela Webba is a MP from Angolan National Assembly, elected by
the UNITA's Party in 2017 for the second term. She has a law and a
master degree from Coimbra University in Portugal. She is a
Constitutional Law Professor at Methodist University of Angola since
2009. She is also a membre of GOPAC (Global Organization of
Parliamentarians Against Corruption) since 2013.
Ayanna Webster Roy
Minister of State in the Office of the Prime Minister for Gender and Child Affairs
Trinidad and Tobago
The Honourable Ayanna Webster-Roy is the Minister of State in the Office of
the Prime Minister, with responsibility for Gender and Child Affairs,
Ecclesiastical Affairs and Central Administration Services Tobago. Born and
raised in Tobago, she entered Parliament as the elected representative for
Tobago East, following the General Election of September 7, 2015. Ms.
Webster-Roy is a graduate of the University of the West Indies, Cavehill Campus with a
Bachelor in Sociology with minors in Human Resources and Psychology. She is passionate
about enriching the lives of her fellowmen and continues to dedicate her service to this end.
Helen Whately
Member of Parliament, House of Commons
United Kingdom
Helen is the Conservative MP for Faversham and Mid Kent. She was first
elected in 2015 and returned with an increased majority in 2017. She served
on the Health Select Committee from 2015 - 2017, and chairs the All Party
Parliamentary Groups for Mental Health and Fruit & Vegetable Farmers.
Since July 2018, Helen has been Conservative Party Vice Chair for Women.
Before that she was Parliamentary Private Secretary to the Conservative Party Chairman
Brandon Lewis, PPS to the Secretary of State for Education and the Minister of State for Trade
and Investment.
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Paula Yacoubian MP
Lebanon
Paula Yacoubian is a Lebanese politician and lawmaker. She was previously a journalist and
one of Lebanon's most prominent television personalities. Paula was a selected expert on the
World Bank Group External Advisory Panel for Diversity and Inclusion due to her advocacy for
women's rights, her efforts for women's empowerment, and for being a fierce defender of an
electoral quota for women in Lebanon. She won a seat in the Lebanese Parliament in the 5 May
2018 General Elections, representing the Beirut I District. Paula is a strong defender of the
environment and has promoted many environmental protection programs.
Wan-Ju Yu
Legislator, Legislative Yuan
Taiwan

Lindiwe Zulu
Minister of Small Business Development, African National Congress
South Africa
Ms Lindiwe Daphney Zulu is the Minister of Small Business Development of
the Republic of South Africa. In 2007 Ms Lindiwe was elected to the ANC
National Executive Committee and in 2009 was elected to Parliament. Prior to
this in 2004 she was appointed as Ambassador to Brazil. In 2001 Ms Lindiwe
was appointed Chief Director for Western and Central Africa up until 2003
where she became the executive Head of Government and International Relations, Vodacom
group. In 1994 she became a member of the Gauteng Legislature and in 1995 was appointed
Deputy Speaker of the Gauteng Legislature.
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