





Domestic Violence

Domestic Violence is a crime
which can affect any woman,

regardless of age,
ethnic origin or social
position. Violence
against women by a
partner or ex-partner
is a hidden’ erime,
but it has very serious
consequences for
women and their

children.,

As a minister, | made

against women a government priority.
Victims and perpetrators need to be

made aware that
domestic viclence is a
crime, and it will not be
accepted or tolerated.

The Southwark Domestic
Violence Forum is a
multi-agency body seek-
ing to develop local
services to protect and
support women. [ am
working in consultation

the local police, council de-
partments, Benefits Agency
and refuge workers to break
down barriers women may
encounter in their attempts
to leave a violent relation-
ship.

Through raising awareness,
improving access and reduc-
ing financial and practical
obstacles we can help women
and children to live their
lives without fear.

‘Breaking the Chain’

tackling violence

with representatives of

Case Study: Mr & Mrs Edwards

Mr & Mrs Edwards are an elderly
couple who had lived in the same
one-bedroom flat in Southwark for
18 years, since their children left
home.

In 1997 their daughter was tragi-
cally killed and they took her two
small children into their care,

They applied for a 3 bedroom flat
and were made an offer shortly
afterwards. The offer was for a
fifth floor flat, the lift was out of
order, and the flat had severe
damp.

Mr Edwards had a mobility prob-
lem, and rheumatism, and was
concerned that the flat was not
suitable, especially as they now
had to consider their grand-
children aged 3 and S at the time.
They were told that this was the
only flat available and if they

refused it they would not be
made another offer.

They lived with the damp and
mould for 2 years before they
came to me for help. Their grand-
daughter had developed asthma,
and Mr Edwards’ rheumatism had
got worse.

They needed work done urgently
to tackle the damp. They were un-
able to transfer to another prop-
erty as they had rent arrears.

I contacted Southwark Council
and they are now negotiating a
goad tirmne for work to start.

After Stephen Lawrence

The recent report on the Stephen
Lawrence Inquiry has shown us
that we still have a long way to go
to tackle race hatred. At top level
meetings I have discussed this
with the police, councillors and
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“We must ensure that Stephen
Lawrence did not die in valn™
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local organisations,

Ethnic minorities make up over
30% of Southwark’s population
but only 1% of its police force.

The Metropolitan po-
lice will increase and
improve its recruit-
ment drives for the
purpose of recruiting
police officers from
ethnic minorities. The
police will train and
brief current police of-
ficers on race rela-
tions.

I have spoken about

Ethnic minorities make up

House of Commons
debate,

We must make sure
we have a police force
that is representative
of Southwark’s popu-
lation and that all
Southwark’s residents
can have total confi-
dence in,

We must ensure that
Stephen Lawrence

the lack of ethnic mi-  over 30% of Southuvark’s 7, o \
nority police officers populclzt:'on blut only 4% of did not die in vain.
in Southwark in a its police force
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You can write to me at
House of Commons
London,

SWIA 0AA
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Harriet Harmman MP
Surgery times
May and June 1999

©  Phone: 01712194218 &
Fax: 0171 219 4877
B Email: i
¢ harmanh@parliament.uk %
-': '_ Friday 7 May 10.00am Bells Garden Community Centre
i Friday 14 May 10.00am  Thurlow Lodge Tenants Hall
3 ¢ Friday 21 May 10.00am*  Nelson T & RA Hall
: % Tuesday 25 May 6.00pm Linden Grove Community Centre
Eé :g: . i . . . '/,f
i Friday 4 June 10.00am~  Bells Garden Community Centre
3 ¢ Friday 11 June 10.00am Thurlow Lodge Tenants Hall
i Friday 18 June 10.00am Nelson T & RA Hall*  *
- If there Is any part of my Tuesday 22 June 6.00pm Linden Grove Ljommpmty Centre
" work you would fike to ’
: see covered in this E - / T
" nowsletter, please let me ~
3 know 2 '
f Surgery Addresses o
Bells Garden Community Centre Nelson Tenants & Residents Hall Southwark T0wn'f{all .
g Buller Close SEL5 - Trafalgar House .~ Peckham Road SE5 ~/. °
é: Bronti Close SE17 N
“ " Thurlow Lodge Tenants Hall Linden Grove Community Centre ) . v
Thurlow Street 56 Nunhead Lane
2 - Albany Road SE15 Nunhead SE17 .
: Improving Public Transport
s
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Southwark has very little public
transport and Camberwell and
Peckham has no tube. Yet we
have the Sth lowest car owner-
ship in the country. I'm working
with the Council, London Labour
MPs, the DETR, Railtrack and
Connex SouthEast and local
community.organisations and
businesses in order to improve
public transport but.in particular

to: e
* Cet a new station in Cam-
berwell -

|+ Get the tubé to Peckham

-~ .

Qur existing old stations at Peckham,
Queens Road, Nunhead and Denmark
Hill need to be modemiised so every-
one can use them. With huge flights of
conerete steps and no lif, it’s a strug-
gle to reach the platform if you’re a
mum with shopping and two Kids ina
double buggy. And it’s impossible if

‘you're frail, elderly or in a wheel chair.

* ™

. A
I will be continuing to work with local

groups for disabled people and for the
elderly, as [ keep up the'campaign to
improve access to our existing stations.
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Putting Camberwell and
Peckham on the tube map!
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