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Introduction

This annual report aims to
+ Tell my constituents about my work in the constituency
» Tell them about my work in government
*+  Set out what progress has been made on the aims I set out in my last annual
report
and
* Look ahead to what my priorities will be for the next 12 months.

The aim of the report is not only to inform but also to account for my work and to
enable my constituents to comment on the work I’ve done and my priorities for the
future.

Progress report on my 2002 priorities

In my last annual report 1 identified four priorities for my constituency work
» QGetting a Children’s Centre in Peckham
» The restoration of Caroline Gardens Chapel for community use
*  More police in Southwark and
»  Setting up an after-school club in Oliver Goldsmiths School

Further on in this report I explain how work has progressed on each of these.

New priorities for 2003

In addition to continuing to work on the 2002 priorities, I have identified two new
priorities for 2003. They are
» Tackling the shortage of GPs and
+ Strengthening my links with my African constituents and the African countries
from which they come
Further on in this report I explain why these are priorities and what I'm planning to do
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A Children’s Centre for Peckham

Peckham has a high percentage of children under 5 years old. Most mothers work — to
give their children a good standard of living — they study or train, to improve their

prospects. They want their children well looked after while they do their important work
in our public services and in our local economy. Many mothers — particularly those who

have come from abroad - do not have the back-up of grandparents and aunts. So high
quality childcare which is affordable for Southwark families is essential. And there just
isn’t enough good, affordable childcare.

I have, for many years, campaigned for this to be a government priority. The
Govemment has set up the National Childcare Strategy and I want to make sure that the
services are there for my constituents’ children.

In the centre of Peckham, in Cator Street, is a large building which used to be a
secondary schoo! and is now used for education offices. It has grass at the front, which
is unused, and a large area — currently used for parking — at the back. It would be ideal
as a children’s centre which could include

»  Nursery places for under 2’s
» Places for under 5s

+ Afterschool club places

+  Childminder drop-in

» Health visitor drop-in

»  Alaundry and community café

The new homes in Peckham replacing the old 5 estates are a great improvement. But a
community needs services as well as homes and an area with many young children
needs childcare.

I’d like to thank all those who have supported the campaign for a children’s centre in
Peckham and have worked hard to make it happen — they include local tenants’
representatives, particularly Eileen Ridgeway, Sabina Emmanuel and Ali Balli, local
residents such as Debbie Welsh and Maria Williams, the local councillors Barrie
Hargrove, Tayo Situ and Billy Kayada, Southwark Council leaders Stephanie Elsy and
now Nick Stanton; Southwark Council Officers, particularly Roger Smith and Dave
Wallis, Southwark Childcare First and many others.

I addressed the full Council of the London Borough of Southwark in March 2002
explaining why we need a children’s centre in Peckham and there was a vote giving
unanimous backing from the Council.













More police in Southwark — Our Campaign for 1000 Police Officers

Despite the fact that the government has increased police numbers to a record level —
there are now 129,000 and the government has promised to increase the number of
police nationally to 132,500 by 2004 — there is still a constant complaint that there are
not enough police in Southwark. People want more police so that they can feel safer
when they are out and about and when they are in their own home. That’s why I

made it a priority in 2002 to campaign for more police and more civilian staff to back
them up.

Date March| March | March | March | March | March | December
1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 2002
Police 881 849 878 862 749 775 799
Officers
Civilian 278 265 249 248 206 176 165
Staff*

*civilian staff are actual staff in post, not establishment figures, which are not available at this time. Police Officer
figures are establishment figures.

I have brought the concerns of people in Camberwell and Peckham about police

shortages to the attention of Police Minister John Denham and set up a campaigning
group to co-ordinate the efforts of all those in the borough. The campaign is based in the
local community and I have worked closely with other councillors and MPs.

The campaign group, which I chair, meets regularly and includes Tessa Jowell MP,
Simon Hughes MP, Val Shawcross, GLA, Southwark Council, the Police Sector
Working Groups, Southwark Police & Community Consultative Groups and Southwark

Chamber of Commerce and meets at my office in the House of Commons.










Examples of Constituency Casework

In need of Housing suitable for their needs

_Constltuent B had been attendmg my advxce surgery for a number of years drawmg
attention to the fact that her mother was very ill, had suffered a stroke and needed ground :
floor housing, She was restricted to one bedroom at the top ofa hrgh rise block withno - -
‘lift, unable to go outdoors. In the summer the single window was insufficient to ventllate ;
-the room and in the wmter the roof Ieaked and her bedroom became damp and cold ”

1 made representatrons to the Housmg Department at the London Borough of Southwark
to get various repairs done and to transfer the famlly toa surtable home. The local ‘
Counc1]lors and the GP added their. support 1 to the case by wrltlng to the councrl

The London Borough of Southwark have now allocated the famrly a spec1ally adapted :
:home and they are due to move in Aprll 2003 R AT DRIy ST L

Trying to get compensation following a violent attack

__Constttuent Da young woman in her twentres was v1olently attacked m anton She _‘
‘had been trying for a number of years to get the Polrce to t1e up all the loose ends $0
she could elarm compensatlon B M SRR SRS S

She felt the delay was causmg her almost as much stress and unhappmess as the --f--_:
: original attack. She could not move on Wrth her hfe Her depresswn was affectmg her z'
: chlldren and other famrly members Yt Sl __ i

I made representahons and was able to get the Polree to trace the m1ss1ng ﬁles and
forward the matter to the Crrmrnal Injury Compensatlon Authorlty She recerved
compensatron and thrs has now closed a very traumatu: penod m her lrfe :

In need of a kidney transplant to save her life

Constituent C is only in her thirties but needs a kldney transplant W]thout it she Wlll d1e :-
‘within four to five years, and her two eh1ldren aged 3 and a few months old would be

.wrthoutamother _ e AT - S
"ngs College Hosp1ta1 made enqumes w1th the K1dney Transplant Agency but told her -{f
the waiting penod would be very long, despite the fact that the Government were -~ i
:'advertrsrng to mcrease the number of k1dney donors from the black populatron -

Tt was then drscovered that my constrtuent s brother, who hves in Nrgena, was w11hng and 3
-able to donate a k1dney ‘The hosp1tal consultants tried relentlessly but without success
overa perrod of some months to get the Home Office to grve entry elearance to her
:brother S0 hrs krdney could be removed and transplanted S S

| Constltuent C came to see me at my advrce surgery at the Town Hall

1 made strong representatxons on her behalf and her brother was allowed to come to the
UK at Chnstmas and plans are now well advanced for the kldney transplant to go ahead
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Desperate to see Family in Jamaica

'_departure to Jamalca B

iIConstrtuent A telephoned my ofﬁce on Monday 2nd December and told me that in :
' February 2002 he had made a bookmg to go with his family for the holiday of a Jifetime

to Jamaica. They had saved for months and months The two ch11dren had never been to:

'-Jamarca before and were eagerly lookmg forward to seemg therr grandparents and other |

relatlves for the ﬁrst trme

l‘-However w1th JllSt 5 days to go before travel he notlced that hts 12 year—old daughter s
1‘t1cket had a different surname — her dad § - to that on her passport My constituent took
“the ticket to the travel agent and asked h1m to change the sumame The travel agent
Trefused saying it would be unpossrble and addrng that as a consequence of havmg a
'_drfferent name on the ticket from’ that on the passport would not allow her to travel. She
‘would therefore would have lost her seat on this very, busy and p0pular hohday ﬂrght So
f‘erther the famlly would have had to cancel thelr hohday and lose thelr money or go on
hohday wrthout thelr daughter o T e :

B My const_rtuency team contacted the Travel Agent the next day, and they relterated thelr_ .
fposmon : thexr hands were tred” - regulatlons made them unable to heIp the famrly E

:frrst they were reluctant to make an exceptlon but w1th1n 48 hours they had relented and

the ticket was changed and made ready for collectron at the alrport on the day of therr

Dedicated employee threatened with move after years of loyal service

Constttuent F had been employed by the London Borough of Southwark for over 30 years
‘and was now approachmg retirement. He was told he would have to leave hrs tied -
-'accommodatlon cottage and would have to move to a l bed tower block ﬂat whtch could

: have been anywhere in the borough B LR R S

:HIS health and that of hlS Wlfe S. wouldn t allow them to llve 1n a hlgh rrse ﬂat as they
«_could not walk up the sta1rs if the llft ever broke down o 2 T

, He was faced with havmg to sell the contents of hrs home accumulated over a Itfetrme

: Hrs wrfe was dlstraught at the thought of moving away from friends and famlly And he -
{.was very upset at the way he was berng treated after g1v1ng a 11fetnne s contmual serv1ce
_tothesameemploye - : L

| Constltuent F cameto see me at my adv1ce surgery T made representatrons on behalf of

f'h1m and hrs famlly and they were happy to be offered a ground floor home _]llSt around the-
‘;'comer from their daughter and her famxly in the same area they had hved for over 30
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In May 2002 I referred a domestlc v1olence sentence to the Court of Appeal Dr D
had assaulted his wife leaving her with black eyes, broken ribs and a punctured lung.
She was treated in hospital for 4 days, He pleaded guilty and did not dlspute the facts
of the offence. But he argued that he should not go to prison as he was a fine
upstanding member of the community, well respected in his professron and had been _
driven to his attack because his wife was planning to leave him. He was put on-
probation, and not sentenced to prison. The victim complained and I referred the case -
to the Court of Appeal and argued that the sentence should reflect the severlty of the
injuries and that it was not acceptable to reduce the sentence for violence in the home
because of good conduct outside the home. The Court of Appeal agreed and 1mposed
a prrson sentence The case w111 seta precedent for sentencmg in future cases :

To tackle domestic violence we need

+ A change in attitudes — violence in the home is every bit as much a criminal
offence as violence in the street on a stranger.

« Better operation on the ground — the police and the CPS are working more

closely
together, and with victim support and refuges, to help victims come to court to
give evidence

*  The right legal framework. The government will bring in new laws on domestic
violence with a Bill which will be announced later this year. It will toughen the
law by giving anonymity for victims to help them give evidence in court, extra
powers so courts can make “restraining orders” when they sentence. And it will
ensure reviews after all domestic homicides and make breach of an injunction
(non-molestation order) a criminal offence. We are also considering establishing
a register of domestic violence offenders — like the sex offenders register.

I referred three cases to the Court of Appeal where men had krlled therr w1fe or’
glrlfnend and then argued the defence of “provocation” — that they were provoked by
the victim. In one case, the offender argued that his wife was planning to have an
affair, in another case he argued that his girlfriend drank, and in the third the offender
argued that his wife was manipulative and a bad mother. The Court of Appeal did not
“accept my argument that the sentences in these three cases were too lenient, [ remain
"very concerned that the provocatlon defence allows men to make excuses when they
kill their w1fe and that sexual jealousy should not be accepted as an excuse for -
violence of ; any sort — let alone murder. The Attomey General and I have been f [
‘drscussrng what to do about the problem of the provocation defences with the . _'
Director of Pubhc Prosecutlons, the Home Secretary and other. mrnrsters We expect .
to make some proposals for further actron later thrs year. :










I very much rely on my Parliamentary Private Secretary, Mike Foster MP in my
Solicitor General work. I would like to place on record my thanks to him for his work.
He is MP for Hastings and a former solicitor.

R o Sohc1tor General Questnons : o
Extract from Hansard 28th November 2002 —in the House of Commons

'35 Mr. Barry Gardmer (Brent N orth) If she w1ll make a statement on the -‘ S
effectweness of the Crown Prosecut1on Servrce in the London area [82001]

The Sollcltor-General (Ms Harrlet Harman) Ibeheve that CPS London is” o
becommg more effectrve We regard sustaining the Improvement in CPS London as o
‘essential, as Londoners are entitled to the protect1on ofa good cr1m1nal justice - o
‘system. London is the focus for much serious cr1me and the reputatron of CPS
‘London sets the reputatlon of the CPS nat1onally b SRR

Mr. Gardmer I thank my nght hon and learned Fnend for her response but there 1s
a part1cu1ar aspect of efficiency on which most Londoners—mdeed most of the s
national populatlon——would like 2 an assurance that those who perpetrate hoax calls
durmg the fire brlgades drspute are bemg pursued w1th the full v1gour of the CPS in’
London w1th a V1ew to prosecutlon : e L

| ,The Sohcntor—General I can reassure the House that that is certamly the case The

* _Dlrector of Public Prosecutlons has lssued guldance on chargmg in hoax call cases

' which are being fast-tracked. I am not aware of any such cases in London, but in one -
case in west Yorkshire, a man is awaiting sentence for makmg hoax calls, and another

‘man is being prosecuted in Staffordshire for makmg three hoax calls ‘A man has been
arrested in Manchester, another is awaiting sentence in Cumbria, and an ongomg
investigation is taking place in Lincolnshire. These cases are belng taken very

_ serlously, as the Pr1me M1mster said on. Wednesday i

Mr Andrew Dlsmore (Hendon) My rlght hon. and learned Frrend wrll know that I' :
take a partlcular mterest in the issue of racism within the Crown Prosecution Servrce.' :
Can she tell us what progress has been made in tacklmg racism Wlthm CPS London yo
with part1cular reference to the staff and the prosecutlon pohcy‘? REDN S

The Sohc1tor-General I welcome and endorse the stance that my hon Frrend has
taken on the issue of race dlscnmmatlon It is very 1mportant that CPS London, and -
the CPS as a whole, is a fair and non-drscnmmatory employer. that offers equal
opportunities to all staff, both lawyers and non-lawyers Itis also very 1mportant that
whether dealing with defendants or victims, it adopts a non-racist and equal attitude. -
Since investigating the CPS, ‘the Commission for Racial Equahty has approved 1t as-
,havmg proper procedures whlch will be taken forward R eI e
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