


Introduction

This annual report is to

» Tell the residents of my constituency about my work as their Member of
Parltament

+ Tell them about my work in Government — as Solicitor General
+ Set out the progress made on the priorities I identified in my last annual report and
» Look ahead to my priorities over the next 12 months. |

The Constituency of Camberwell and Peckham.

The constituenby of Camberwell and Peckham is one of 659 parliamentary
constituencies in the United Kingdom.

I have been Member of Parliament for 22 years. And in a parliament of 659, I am one of
only 119 women [82% men, 18% women)]. '

As well as Camberwell and Peckham, the constituency covers the neighbourhoods of
Nlinh_ead and parts of Walworth and the Old Kent Road. There are 63,455 registered
_ electors (May 2004).

. I am available to meet my constituents, hear their views and help with any problems at
my advice surgeries which are held regularly at the Town Hall, Peckham Road, London
SES. They are on Friday mornings and Tuesday evenings. Please contact me if you
would like details of my surgery programme.

Last year on average 55 constituents attended each of my surgeries — making a total of
approximately 1,980 over the last 12 months. I also receive letters, phone calls and e-
mails from my constituents.

Progress report on my 2003 priorities

In my last annual report I identified 7 priorities for my constituency work — in addition
to my advice surgeries and regular visits.

» Getting a children’s centre in Peckham

+ Setting up an after-school club in Oliver Goldsmiths School

* More police in Southwark

+ Tackling the shortage of GPs

» Getting the Aylesbury Estate improved

+ The restoration of Caroline Gardens Chapel for local residents

 Strengthening my links with my African Constituents and the African countries
from which they come

This report explains what progress I am making on those priorities.
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Domestic Violence in Southwark

Southwark has high levels of recorded domestic violence. In the year to March 3 15t
2003, Southwark Police had 4671 incidents which were recorded as domestic violence,
an increase of 544 on the previous year. If you are being assaulted at home you should
not put up with it or hope it will go away. Domestic violence usually gets worse unless
something is done about it. And it always has a bad effect on children as well as the
woman herself, There is much more help available than there used to be.

Rape

New, clearer laws on rape and other sexual offences came into effect on May 15t and
there are to be more new centres for rape victims like the pioneering Haven Centre
attached to Kings College Hospital in Camberwell — which cares for the female (or
male) victim’s health needs and also collects forensic evidence to help catch the
offender and ensure they are convicted.

If you have been forced to have sex or you are a victim of domestic violence you should
report it and seek help:

_ * In an emergency call 999 o
Police Community Safety Unit: 020 7232 6160
Police Sexual Offences Sapphire Team: 020 7232 6182
Refuge 24 hour Helpline: 0870 599 5443
. Women’s Aid Federation England: 0845 7023 468

chtlm Support Southwark Domestic Violence or Rape & Sexual Assault Worker:
020737 88886

New opportunities to become a lawyer

The law is there on behalf of everyone — and should be fair to :
everyone. Justice should not only be done — but be seen to be done. CPS
But it is hard for people to believe that the law is fair when lawyers
are mostly white and male and come from middle class families. The Crown Prosecution
Service — for which I and the Attorney General are ministers — has now established the
CPS Law Scholarship programme to enable CPS admin and clerical staff to become
lawyers. The CPS pays 100% of their fees and gives them time off work for exams.

_ P
The CPS Law Scholarship Programme is now in its second year and there were 231 law
scholars in the first year who studied for a range of qualifications from law A level to
law degree and becoming barrister and solicitors. In London 80% CPS Law Scholars
are women and 46% are ethnic minority.

These CPS law scholars will make a great and distinctive contribution to the legal
profession and some of them will, in due course, become judges.







Unduly Lenient Sentences

Sometimes the courts give a sentence which is too harsh — and the offender then appeals
to the Court of Appeal. Sometimes, the sentence is too lenient. In those cases, the
Attorney General or I can refer the case to the Court of Appeal and ask for the sentence
to be increased. We only use this power in exceptional circumstances when the sentence
is so lenient that it would undermine public confidence — or where we fear the judge has
based the sentence on the wrong principles

In 2003, we referred 86 cases to the Court of Appeal and in 58 of those cases the
sentence was increased.

The main types of cases referred were:

Offence Number of cases referred in 2003
Rape/Indecent Assault 33
Drug related 18
Robbery and Burglary : 14
Wounding/GBH 9
Fraud 6
Manslaughter/Murder 4
Death by dangerous driving 2

Of the above categories, 7 cases included firearms offences.

If you are involved in, or know of a case where the sentence has been “unduly lenient”
which has been in the Crown Court you can refer it to The Legal Secretariat to the Law
Officers, Attorney General’s Chambers, 9 Buckingham Gate, London SWI1E 6JP, Tel:
020 7271 2400 or email Islo@gtnet.gov.uk — but it must be within 28 days of the
sentence

Improving London’s Criminal Justice System

The police, prosecutors and courts are now working more closely together to try and
« Reduce the number of offenders who get away without conviction

« Give better care and support to victims and witnesses

« Increase public confidence in the criminal justice system

I chair the group of ministers which has responsibility for the Criminal Justice System
in London. Things are improving but there is still a long way to go.
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Examples of Constituency Casework

Constituent A attended my advice surgery concerning his immigration status. He had a family
here in Peckham he was supporting, but also supported an elderly mother in Nigeria who had
become seriously ill. He was eager to travel to see her but couldn’t as the Home Office were
still considering his application for leave to remain in the UK.

I made representations to the Home Office that his case should be resolved as soon as
possible. Sadly, on the day the letter arrived from the Home Office informing him that he had
been granted indefinite leave to remain he also received a telegram informing him that his
Mother had died. I made representations to ensure that within a week he received his passport
and he was able to fly home to take part in the funeral ceremony.

A 14 year old girl from my constituency died suddenly from a heart condition. Her mother
and father, who were originally from Ghana, came to see me at my advice surgery — they had
relatives who wanted to fly to the UK for her funeral. I was able to cut through the red tape
and within 7 days her aunts and uncles were granted visas to come to the UK and join the
grieving family for the funeral.

Ms B’s young son was tragically killed in a road accident. She wrote to me as she wanted to
be re-housed by Southwark Courcil as the accident happened close to her home — she was
faced with having to walk past the scene of the accident to take her other child to school. As
the new school term approached she was becoming increasingly distressed at this prospect. 1
made representations to the Council and my constituent moved out of Southwark to be nearer
to her relatives in another London Borough. '

Mrs C wrote asking for my help to get her daughter into a popular secondary school. There
were numerous reasons why the school was the most suitable for her daughter — it was close
to the family home and was also able to cope with the special educational needs her daughter
had. T wrote to the Head teacher explaining the situation and asking the school to review their
decision. The Head teacher agreed to do this and decided to offer her a place at the school.

Mr D went to Lagos and KLM airline refused to allow him to return to the UK because he
had a new passport without the correct stamp in it. His employers gave his wife a deadline —
unless he returned within 7 days his job would be terminated and the family would lose their
main income. I liaised with the British Embassy and got them to fast-track their checking
procedures and issue him with the ‘Returning Resident * stamp on his passport. He was then
able to return to the UK, his family and his job.

I met with Mrs E When I was on a visit to a local Sheltered Housing Unit in Peckham. She
was elderly and vulnerable and very concerned that she had received numerous letters from

supposed to be paid directly by Housing Benefit. Having never been in debt in her life, she
was frightened that she would lose her home. I contacted the Housing Benefit Department
and arranged for one of their representatives to come and visit Mrs E in her home. The
situation was resolved and her peace of mind restored.

the Housing Department saying she owed varying amounts of money in rent, although it was .
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Below is a list of just some of the places I have visited in the past yearﬁ

m African Families Foundation
u Ann Bernard Nursery
m Cares of Life Project
= Southwark Pensioners Action Group
u East Peckham Consortium
m Icthus Primary School
m Soul & the City
m Lamps Court Housing
m The Grove Nursery
m Kings College Hospital
® Crawford Primary School
m Sierra Leone Refugee Welfare Association
m Aylesbury NDC Offices
m St Thomas the Apostle School
u Acorn Neighbourhood Housing Office
m Parkside Neighbourhood Housing Office
m Victim Support Southwark
m St Saviour’s & St Olave’s School
~ m St Peter’s Primary School
m Cambridge House Legal Centre
m Southwark PCT
m St Joseph’s Infants School
= Nell Gwynn Nursery
m Queens Road Day Centre
m Camberwell College of Arts
m Working Links
m Camelot School
m Christ Apostolic Church
m Aylesbury Child minding Centre
m Boyhood to Manhood
m The Academy at Peckham
m EDEN Project
m Barset Sheltered Housing Unit
m House of Praise, Rye Lane
m Walworth Police Station
m Kingsdale School
= Farassa
m Crawford Primary School

E Blackfriars Advice Centre

m Peckham Police Station

m Walworth Upper School

m Oliver Goldsmith’s School

m New Covenant Church

m Willowbank School

= Waverley School

m Highshore School

m Russell Court Sheltered Housing Unit
m Lister Primary Care Centre

m D’Eynesford Sheltered Housing Unit
= Comber Grove School

s South London African Women's
Organisation

m All Saints Church
m Camberwell Traders Association

® Walworth Church Commissioners
Tenants Association

m Peckham Community Council

m John Donne Primary School
m Tykes Corner Nursery
m Caroline Gardens

m West Camberwell Neighbourhood
Housing Office

m Damilola Taylor Centre

= Grosvenor Sheltered Housing Unit
m Everlasting Arms Ministry

m Ugandan Aids Action Fund

m House of Praise

® Wickway Centre

m Harry Lambomme Sheltered Housing Unit
m St Giles Trust

m Trafalgar Surgery

m Michael Faraday School

m Inspire at St Peters Church

m Women of Nigeria

s Southwark Somali Refugee Council
» South London Temple

m Archbishop Michael Ramsey Technology
College International

m Camberwell After School Project
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