
Camberwell and Peckham Labour Party 

 For further information about my work in the constituency please see my website www.harrietharman.org  

Harriet Harman - MP for Camberwell and Peckham  
Monthly Report— December 2016/January 2017 

Are parents in Camberwell and Peckham getting the choice of secondary school they 

want for their child? 
 

Last year just 59% of parents in Southwark got their first preference secondary school, compared to the 
national average of 84.1%. That is the sixth lowest of all the local authorities in the country and means 
1,157 children in Southwark were left without their first choice school. In comparison 98.7% of parents in 
Northumberland got their first preference.  
 
This is a problem which only appears to be getting worse and school choice continues to be one of the     
biggest concerns that my constituents raise with me. Some schools are doing well in commanding the    
confidence of parents, but many are not. The Government is obsessed with restructuring the education   
system but is failing to ensure schools can command the confidence of parents in their local area.  
 
This is not just a problem for parents in Southwark, but across London as a whole. Indeed the 10 lowest 

local authorities in the country are all London boroughs. The Government should widen Ofsted’s terms of 

reference so that when they inspect schools they also hear the views of parents who don’t want to send 

their child to the school.   

 
Many of my constituents have contacted me concerned about the £3bn in cuts the Government is expecting 
schools to make by 2020. I’ve written to the Education Secretary to ask her to outline the actions the    
Government is taking to back up the work of local authorities to make sure every school is a good school 
that parents want to choose. You can read my 2016 school choice report in full here.  

Southern Rail misery 
 

People can’t face another year of Southern Rail   
chaos like the last one. Throughout 2016 I was         
inundated with emails from constituents who are 
desperately worried about the disruption to their 
working & family lives and childcare arrangements.  
 
Anyone who lives in Camberwell & Peckham will 
know that Southern’s problems started well before 
the recent industrial action. Trains have been     
cancelled, late or dangerously overcrowded every 
week for the best part of two years, whether there 
are strikes scheduled or not.  
 
Ministers should be sticking up for taxpayers and 
commuters, not a failing franchise. It is typical that 
the Government blames the unions, but that won’t 
get people into work on time and I’m bitterly       
disappointed that the Government has refused to 
hand the franchise over to Transport for London.  
 
Passengers can’t continue to suffer like this. I’ve 
urged the Government to strip Govia Thameslink of 
the franchise, written to the CEO of Govia and I 
spoke in the Govia Thameslink Rail service debate in 
the House of Commons. I’ve also asked the Govern-
ment to meet the unions urgently before further 
strike action. 
  
I will continue to work closely with Helen Hayes MP, 
Neil Coyle MP, Cllr Peter John & Florence Eshalomi 
AM to push for the transfer of Govia Thameslink 
Greater London services to TfL.   

Campaign to reopen Camberwell Station 

 
Camberwell & Peckham people have had a raw deal 
on transport services for years. On 16 January I met 
SE5 Forum & Helen Hayes MP to campaign to        
re-open Camberwell Station. This is important     
especially following the disappointment of the      
decision for the Bakerloo Line extension. I’m writing 
to the Transport Minister to demand a meeting to 
call for the re-opening of the station.  
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Casework Update  
 
In December : 
 

 Action on 241 cases 
 All replied to within 11 working 

days 

@HarrietHarman 

 

 

#CarefortheNHS National Campaign Day—Saturday 21 January 
 
Under the Tories the NHS is underfunded and understaffed. We will be using the 21 January to continue this important 
doorstep conversation about the Tories failing NHS and social care policies and  Labour's alternative plan. We will be 
speaking to local residents in Faraday ward with our local campaign team. 
 
Contact Lorin for details— lorintvbc@gmail.com  
 
All volunteers welcomed, whether seasoned campaigners or first-timers - full training and support will be provided! 

34 Years in Parliament 
December 16, 2016 marked 34 years and 49 days since 
I was elected MP for Peckham  - 
breaking the record for the   
longest continuous service as a 
woman MP in the House of   
Commons since women were 
first elected to the House of  
Commons in 1918. 
Since 1918, 455 women have 
been elected to the House of 
Commons. I was the 111th in 
1982 and have been in the 
House of Commons with 368 of 
the other 454 women MPs at 
some point! 

 
A Woman’s Work 
Published 2nd February 

 Campaigning in 
Brunswick Park       

 
Thanks to Cllr Mark Williams 
and Cllr Ian Wingfield for 
campaigning in Brunswick 
Park Ward and to the local 
members that joined us. 
 
it’s vital that local people see 
Labour is out and about  
knocking on people’s doors 
listening to their concerns. 
 
Hope to see you next time! 
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Camelot Primary School 
 
On 16 January I met with 
James Robinson,    
Headteacher of Camelot    
Primary School. It's such an 
important community school 
but staff, pupils and parents 
have experienced a lot of  
turbulence over the last 18 
months. I was glad to hear 
the school is making        
progress.   

Ernest Kalawa 
 
I am supporting the 
family of Ernest   
Kalawa who was   
tragically stabbed to 
death aged 24 on 30 
December in       
Peckham. His mother, 
two sisters and   
brother are all grief 
stricken. 

Parliamentary         
Questions 
PQs are important for MPs 
to scrutinise Government’s 
record & policy. This month 
I’ve asked PQs on aircraft 
noise, police diversity, 
knife crime, domestic    
violence, Sure Start     
centres & EU nationals’ 
rights. You can view a full 
list of my written     
questions here.  

http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-questions-answers/?page=1&max=20&questiontype=AllQuestions&house=commons%2clords&member=150&keywords=procurement
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My position on Article 50 
 

On 8 February along with many Labour colleagues I voted to trigger Article 50. As I write these words I can 
hardly believe that it has come to this and the magnitude of the implications of the UK leaving the EU. I 
have always been a strong supporter of our membership of the EU.  We have, for decades, come to take for 
granted the many benefits of our membership, from the macro-economic to family holiday travel, from  
protection of the environment to rights at work and so much more.  
 
Having campaigned for a Remain vote, I was bitterly disappointed by the outcome. I campaigned for       
Remain not only in our own constituency but also around the country.  As I met people who were Labour 
supporters but thought we were for OUT I even went on the IN campaign bus with the Tory Prime Minister 
to show that Labour was for IN.  
 
Camberwell and Peckham voted overwhelmingly for IN.  But, by the narrowest of margins, we lost.         
Although I am fiercely pro-EU and wish the outcome of the referendum had been different, I accept the   
result. There is no "right" answer, only a series of bad ones.  When you are in Opposition it is invariably the 
case that the Government shapes the context, and we can only be reactive to an agenda we didn't set.  
That's why we need to be in government again.  
 
Triggering Article 50 is just the start of the Brexit process, not the end. For the last few months Labour has 
been working to ensure proper parliamentary scrutiny of the Brexit process. As a result of Labour pressure, 
the Government has moved from its position of refusing to publish a plan before Article 50 is triggered and 
commit to a vote on the final deal, to publishing a White Paper on which Parliament can hold them to      
account and to a vote in Parliament on the final Brexit deal before it is considered by the EU Parliament.  
 
This is not where I would have wanted us to be.  Now we need to fight for the least worst Brexit. Labour will 
continue to hold the Government to account and to demand that all EU-derived rights, including workers’ 
rights, human rights and environmental protections are entrenched in full.  

   Proposed amendments to Article 50 Bill voted down by Government 
 
Rights of EU Citizens—New Clause 57 
As chair of the Joint Committee on Human Rights (JCHR) I tabled an amendment to the Article 50 Bill to 
protect the residence rights of EU citizens who were lawfully living in the UK at the time of the referendum 
in June, of which there are many in our constituency. The Government must not use human rights as a  
bargaining chip. Disappointingly the Government voted against this in the Commons, despite support from 
MPs across all parties to end the worry & uncertainty for approximately 3 million EU citizens in the UK. 
Lords members of the JCHR will now press for EU residents’ rights in the Lords debate on Article 50. I’ll  
continue to monitor its progress and do all I can to secure EU citizens’ rights before Brexit negotiations 
begin.   
 
Equality and Rights of Women—New Clause 100  
With the support of the Women's Parliamentary Labour Party I tabled an amendment The Fawcett Society 
drafted to protect the rights of women at work, preserve EU restraining orders and to ensure cooperation 
across member states to protect victims of trafficking, FGM and domestic violence continue unaffected. 
 
Labour front bench amendments 
The Labour front bench tabled amendments to protect jobs, rights at work & environmental regulations, as 
well as to force Theresa May to report back to Parliament every two months and for the leaders of Scotland, 
Wales and N. Ireland to be consulted. I voted in favour and am disappointed the Government voted them 
down. Labour colleagues will continue to take these forward in the House of Lords.  

Labour’s NHS Campaign Day in Faraday 

As always, when there’s a Tory Government the NHS suffers. On 21 January I 
joined Faraday ward councillors Sam Jury-Dada, Lorraine Lauder and Paul Fleming 
and local party members for the NHS national campaign day at Trafalgar House, 
Bronti Close. Reports this week show waiting times in A&E and for cancer referrals 
are the worst they’ve ever been. Behind each of these statistics there is a patient 
suffering and Labour is urgently calling on the Government to bring forward a  
funding package for health and social care in the Budget on 8 March.  

http://www.harrietharman.org


 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  Casework Breakdown 
  In January : 
  

  Action on 326 cases 
  All replied to within 
  14 working days 

@HarrietHarman 

 

 

Constituency Case Studies —Resolved Cases  
 
Debt 
Ms R sadly suffered a miscarriage and as a result her mental health deteriorated and she fell into debt. 
She contacted me worried about a housing benefit overpayment of £5,100 that was to be deducted from 
her wages. I wrote to the Council to ask them to offer Ms R an affordable repayment plan and they       
arranged for her to pay back £55 a month for eight months. 
 
Immigration 
Mr W’s wife & teenage son applied for entry clearance visas to the UK from Nigeria in 2015 but the        
applications were refused. They appealed and were successful in August 2016. Three months on the Home 
Office had still not issued their visas. I wrote to them about the delay and Mr W’s family were issued their 
visas.  

Challenging Funding Cuts to Southwark Schools 
 

Last week I along with Helen Hayes MP, Neil Coyle MP and Cllr Peter John wrote to Education Secretary, Justine 
Greening MP, to express our serious concern about the Government’s National Funding Formula and the impact it 
will have on schools and families in our area. 
 
London schools have made good progress in promoting social mobility, with 48% of young people in London on 
Free School Meals achieving five good GCSEs, compared with 36.8% nationally. In Southwark our schools have 
made fantastic progress and 93% are now rated good or outstanding.  But Southwark will be among the hardest hit 
in the country by these cuts, and Government risks reversing the improvements that have been made.  
 
Schools in London face unique challenges around deprivation, mobility and higher salary pressures than other areas 
of the country. The Tories are asking schools to find savings of £360 million in the first year, the equivalent of 
12,857 qualified teachers. Although the Government has proposed a 3% cap of funding reductions per pupil, this 
will be little comfort to parents in Southwark when that cut could mean the loss of a teaching assistant which might 
have made all the difference to their child’s education. Every child in the country deserves a great education. Fair 
funding shouldn’t involve a reduction in funding for children in London, but instead a levelling up of schools funding 
across the country.  
 
The ambition of Government should not be to level London schools down but to drive national standards up to 
share in the excellence in London schools.  I will continue to fight these cuts all the way.  

Bakerloo Line Extension  
 
Transport for London has opened a consultation 
on the Bakerloo Line extension in south east 
London. Camberwell and Peckham suffers from 
a lack of good public transport. Residents in both the Old 
Kent Road and Camberwell desperately need access to a 
Tube.  
 
The consultation is open until 21 April and I will be   
working with local councillors and residents to press for 
the Bakerloo Line to come to Camberwell. You can write 
to me with your views at harmanh@parliament.uk 
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Parliamentary Questions 
 
PQs are important for MPs to scrutinise Government’s 
record & policy. This month I’ve asked PQs on:  
 

 Modern slavery 

 EU nationals living in Southwark 

 Housing 

 Mental health services 
 
You can view a full list of my written questions here.  

https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/tube/bakerloo-extension/
https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/tube/bakerloo-extension/
https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/tube/bakerloo-extension/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-answers-statements/written-questions-answers/?page=1&max=20&questiontype=AllQuestions&house=commons%2clords&member=150&keywords=procurement
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Advice Surgeries 
 
The latest of my weekly by-appointment surgeries I held at Cambridge House included:  
*A grandmother whose grandson was killed in a brutal attack. The CPS accepted a guilty plea to            
manslaughter rather than fight a contested trial for murder.  I'm helping her get a copy of the pathologist 
report and ensure that her heart breaking statement is read in court before the sentence is passed 
*A family whose care for their 13 year old son has been cut from nursing care 7 nights a week to carers  
only 5 nights a week. They care so wonderfully for the young boy, including dealing with his tracheostomy 
and with their other son who also has health problems. I'm helping them challenge the care reduction. His 
needs have not diminished - so neither should the care.  And, as his grandmother says, she's not getting 
any younger and finds it harder to care for him and his brother. 
*A man protesting about the loss of the Nags Head in Camberwell as a pub for the longstanding local    
community. One side-effect of the "gentrification" of Camberwell is that property is so valuable that local 
pubs are squeezed out. He and his friends go there for a reasonably-priced pint several days a week.    
Without that they will become more lonely and isolated. 
*A mother contacted me to say that her teenage son was stabbed at school and spent the night in hospital. 
The alleged perpetrator was excluded but clearly there needs to be proper consideration of the offence and 
the response that is needed to ensure that he doesn't do it again. The mother has called in the police and 
they are taking action. 
I am keeping the new surgery system under review.  But so far the new system is working well and the 
number of people who I'm helping has remained steady since changing from open door (and long wait) to 
phone and email with appointments for those who need them. 

           School Cuts 
The Tories are about to make the first real-terms cut in the schools budget for over two decades, the   
steepest our schools have faced since the 1970s. Over half of schools 
up and down the country are facing cuts and it is unlikely any area of 
the country will be spared. But the cuts are particularly bad for schools 
and families across Southwark. 
Schools in the borough are expected to lose up to 3% of their budgets 
per year over the next two years as part of Government cuts, which for 
schools like John Donne Primary equates to more than £400,000, or 
about 10 teachers.  
A group of local parents have formed the Southwark Parents Against 
Cuts to Education campaigning group. On 9 March they held a public 
forum at John Donne Primary School to organise against the Tory      
education cuts. I spoke at the meeting along with John Donne Heads 
Simon Wattam and Nick Tildesley, Cllr Victoria Mills, Southwark’s     
Cabinet Member for Children and Schools, and Kevin Courtney who 
leads the National Union of Teachers. The hall was packed full of      
parents, teachers and local councillors, all united and determined to 
protect Southwark Schools.  
Cutting funding for Southwark schools will be a huge backwards step,   
undoing the good progress they have made in recent years. Helen 
Hayes MP, Neil Coyle MP, Cllr Peter John OBE and I have written to the 
Education Secretary, Justine Greening MP protesting and we will be 
meeting the Schools Standards Minister Nick Gibbs ahead of the      
consultation closing on 22 March. Read our letter to the Education   
Secretary here and find out how to get involved in the campaign.  

        Kevin Gould RIP 
It's with great sadness that I report that Kevin Gould has passed away. He was a member of our local party 
for more than 20 years and I shall miss him greatly as I know that we all will. Kevin was an absolutely and 
totally Labour man through and through. His Yorkshire roots gave him a lifelong passion for social justice 
and a hatred of injustice and oppression. He had a huge intellect and when he welcomed you in to his home 
in Caroline Gardens you had to tiptoe over piles of books on every subject under the sun. He played a key 
role in his ward - Liddle. He was interested and knowledgeable on world affairs but never overlooked the 
importance of local issues including backing his local councillors and building up the ward. At election time 
his windows were nearly blacked out with Labour posters and he would go out door-knocking every night. 
He was only ever kind and warm to me - even when he disagreed with my support for the Blair and then 
the Brown governments. He was a model of how you can keep your principles, speak your mind and stay 
loyal and true to your party.  And he had a wicked sense of humour. What a loss he is to us - but above all 
to his former wife Joyce and his lovely daughter Jeanette.  There will be a memorial ceremony for Kevin 
where we can all share our memories of him and party members will get notification of the date and venue.  

http://www.harrietharman.org
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  February Casework : 
  

  Action on 316 cases:  
  - 129 new cases 
  - All replied to within 
  12 working days 

@HarrietHarman 

 

 

Constituency Case Studies — Resolved Cases  
 
I was contacted by the daughter of an elderly disabled resident from Livesey, whose move from a care 
home to sheltered accommodation was delayed. I wrote to Southwark Council on her behalf and she has 
now moved into a newly built mobility flat.  
 
An unemployed man from Camberwell contacted me because he had a prospective job offer as a lorry  
driver but was having difficulty trying to get funding from the Jobcentre to get his HGV/LGV licence. I 
wrote to the Department for Work and Pensions on his behalf and they agreed to fund his training course. 
 
A single father from Peckham Rye contacted me about his 18 year old son who became a victim of fraud 
after buying a car, and who was being pursued for approximately £3300 by a vehicle finance company. I 
wrote to the company and they wrote off the debt.  

Southwark right to accept Lakanal ruling  
 
On 24 February I attended the court hearing where 
Southwark were prosecuted for their failures in safety 
regulations in the Lakanal House fire with Dave Lewis of 
Sceaux Gardens TRA. Three women and three young 
children tragically lost their lives in the fire. Nothing can 
ever bring them back to their grieving  families, and it is 
right that Southwark Council fully  accept the ruling and 
the fine that’s been imposed on them. Investment to 
improve Lakanal House for the tenants living in it     
instead turned it into a deadly fire trap. No-one would 
have died if they had re-assessed the fire safety of the 
block after the work was done. But the Fire Brigade, 
too, were responsible because as the fire spread and 
safety measures failed they failed to change instructions 
to residents. Those who accepted the instructions to 
stay in their flat died. I’m calling on Her Majesty’s Fire 
Service Inspectorate to investigate the Fire Service to 
ensure that they are able to react effectively when cir-
cumstances change.  

Oliver Goldsmith  
Meeting   
parents and 
head   
teacher 
Anita 
Asumadu 
about fair 
funding for 
Southwark 
schools 

with Cllr Johnson Situ and 
Cllr Mark Williams.  
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Challenging the Government on Brexit 
 

On Monday 13 March I voted in favour of both Labour-
led Lords amendments to the Article 50 Bill—the first 
would have guaranteed the rights of EU citizens living in 
the UK before Brexit negotiations begin, and the second 
would have given Parliament a vote on the final Brexit 
deal. For months we have been working to end the   
uncertainty for EU citizens and improve the              
parliamentary scrutiny of Brexit. Despite cross-party 
support for both amendments the Government defeated 
them by 335 to 287 and 331 to 286 votes respectively.  

Campaigning to re-open Camberwell station 
 
Helen Hayes MP and I have asked for a meeting with 
Transport Secretary, Chris Grayling, to press for the      
re-opening of Camberwell rail station, on the Thameslink 
Line between Loughborough Junction and Elephant and 
Castle.  
This is important for Camberwell residents who have    
suffered from poor transport links for years, especially 
following the disappointment of the proposal for the 
Bakerloo Line extension to not go through Camberwell, 
and with the ongoing disruption to Southern Rail services. 
The proposal is backed by King's College Hospital, as 
transport problems create difficulties for staff, patients 
and visitors to the hospital. Initial feasibility studies 
showed it would be possible to construct a modern station 
at this location if timetable changes could be made to  
accommodate an extra stop. I will continue to work with 
Helen Hayes MP, the SE5 Forum and Cllr Kieron Williams 
to call for the station to be re-opened. 

Sacred Heart 
 
Great to welcome sixth 
form students from Sacred 
Heart school to Parliament.  



 For further information about my work in the constituency please see my website www.harrietharman.org  

Harriet Harman - MP for Camberwell and Peckham  
Parliamentary Report— March/April 2017 

General Election—8 June 2017 

The Prime Minister has said she’s going to ask Parliament for there to be a General Election on June 8th – 
breaking her promise that she would not call a snap election.  
I will be standing as Labour candidate at the election. I remain wholly committed to our constituency and to 
Labour. Camberwell and Peckham is an active and campaigning party and we can expect to have a good, 
strong Labour majority. But there will be many constituencies that will need our help to deliver a good    
Labour vote. We have a great party and we have many great MPs and candidates. We have to fight for   
every vote.   

Thanking King’s College Hospital team following Westminster attack  
 
On 5 April 2017 Helen Hayes MP and I visited the trauma team at King’s College Hospital and Chief         
Executive Nick Moberley to thank them for their amazing care of those injured in the terrible attack in  
Westminster on 22nd March. King’s treated 8 seriously 
injured patients. It was a privilege to meet and hear from 
the team who were on duty that day.  
 
My staff team and I attended a Service of Hope in        
Westminster Abbey on 5 April 2017. 40 members of the 
King’s staff team also attended the service. This was for 
people of all faiths to come together in commemoration of 
those who died and were injured in the attack, especially 
PC Keith Palmer who sadly lost his life protecting us.     
Everyone in Westminster and all around the country are 
so proud of the bravery Keith showed, so sad for his 
grieving family, but so grateful for what he did to keep us 
safe, and in the House of Commons I spoke to pay tribute 
to the police and parliamentary staff in Westminster who 
acted with such calmness and professionalism on 22 
March.  
 
This was a horrific crime, and it cost lives and caused      
injury, but as an act of terror it failed. It failed because 
the next day MPs were back in Parliament and Londoners 
were going about their business. And it failed because we 
are not going to allow this to be used as a pretext for division, hatred and Islamophobia. You can read my 
full speech in Parliament on 23 March here. 

 Opposing Tory Government Cuts to Southwark Schools 

Following the packed meeting of Southwark parents at John Donne School 
on 9 March, Helen Hayes MP, Neil Coyle MP, Council Leader Peter John OBE 
and I met the Schools Minister Nick Gibbs MP on 22 March to protest about 
the devastating impact of the Government’s school cuts on Southwark 
schools.  
We do not agree it is right to cut funding for schools in Southwark by £1,000 
per pupil in order to improve schools elsewhere in the country. These Tory 
cuts risk the great progress Southwark schools have made in the last      
decade, and it will be children who ultimately suffer. While I agree schools 
around the country need more money, it is ludicrous to suggest that our 
schools are overfunded and could manage with less, and somehow make 
cuts of £1,000 per pupil by just reducing their electricity and IT bills.  Local 
headteachers have been clear to me that they will not be able to make the 
cuts from those efficiency measures alone. They fear they will be forced to 
cut teachers, support staff for SEN children and after school clubs, and are 
looking at their budget sheets wondering how they’ll possibly maintain     
current standards.  
I am working with parents, headteachers, Southwark Council, Helen Hayes 
MP and Neil Coyle MP to fight these cuts all the way, and I am supporting 
the Southwark Parents Against Cuts in Education (SPACE) campaign who 

have continued to put pressure on the Government—find out how you can get involved here.  

http://www.harrietharman.org
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  March Casework :   
  
  Action on 380 cases:  
 
  - All replied to within 10 
  working days 

@HarrietHarman 

 

 

Constituency Case Studies 
 
A man renting his home from L&Q housing association in Peckham contacted me because his home had 
severe damp problems which were causing him breathing difficulties.  I wrote to L&Q to request repairs be 
carried out and rehousing be considered. I’ve now had confirmation he’s being moved into a new property.   
 
A disabled woman living in Livesey ward contacted me because she was no longer able to look after her 
blind  mother who suffers from dementia. I wrote to the council to request more support for them and they 
have arranged alternative sheltered accommodation within the borough for my constituent’s mother.   
 
A Thai woman who became a British citizen when she married in 2015 had been refused a UK passport  
because her citizenship certificate was in her married name, and her Thai passport was in her maiden 
name. I wrote to HM Passport Office on her behalf and she has now received her UK passport in the post.  

           Opposing the Southwark and Lambeth policing merger 
 

On 28 March Florence Eshalomi AM and I met Southwark Borough           
Commander Simon Messinger to express our opposition to the Met's proposal 
to merge Southwark and Lambeth for policing, as part of a plan to reduce   
borough commanders in London from 32 to 12. 
 
The working relationship that’s built up between Southwark Borough       
Command and their team with the communities in Southwark and with the 
council is of great importance, and needs yet further work, not diluting across 
two boroughs.  
 
Coordination between the two boroughs on issues like gang crime is important 
but this doesn’t require a borough merger. This proposal is not driven by the 
needs of people living in Southwark, or the police, but by cuts. The Met is   
trying to save 15% of its annual budget through these changes, on top of the 
cuts of almost a quarter of police officers in Southwark since 2010.   

St George’s Primary School 
 
Great to meet parents, 
children and new 
Headteacher Stephen 
Scott at St George’s     
Primary school on 28 
March. He and his team 
are doing good work in 
taking the school forward 
but they have a very    
difficult job to do with the Tory cuts to per pupil 
funding of £875 from 2015-20. We'll be working  
together to oppose the Government's school cuts. 
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Institute of Psychiatry - Women in Mind      
 
On 21 March I took part in an “In Conversation” 
with Professor Ann McNeill at King’s College     
London as part of the 
‘Women in Mind’     
series. The events are 
run by the Institute of           
Psychiatry, Psychology 
& Neuroscience and 
aim to engage people 
in debate and raise 
awareness of        
challenges to women’s mental health.  



 For further information about my work in the constituency please see my website www.harrietharman.org  

Harriet Harman MP for Camberwell and Peckham  
Parliamentary Report— March/April 2017 

Thanking King’s College Hospital team            
following Westminster attack  

 
On 5 April 2017 Helen Hayes MP and I visited the trauma 
team at King’s College Hospital and Chief Executive Nick 
Moberley to thank them for their amazing care of those 
injured in the terrible attack in  Westminster on 22nd 
March. King’s treated 8 seriously injured patients. It was a 
privilege to meet and hear from the team who were on 
duty that day. My staff team and I attended a Service of 
Hope in Westminster Abbey on 5 April 2017. 40 members 
of the King’s staff team also attended the service. This 
was for people of all faiths to come together in           
commemoration of those who died and were injured in the 
attack, especially PC Keith Palmer who sadly lost his life 
protecting us. Everyone in Westminster and all around the 
country are so proud of the bravery Keith showed, so sad 
for his grieving family, but so grateful for what he did to 
keep us safe, and in the House of Commons I spoke to 
pay tribute to the police and parliamentary staff in     
Westminster who acted with such calmness and           
professionalism on 22 March. This was a horrific crime, and it cost lives and caused injury, but as an act of 
terror it failed. It failed because the next day MPs were back in Parliament and Londoners were going about 
their business. And it failed because we are not going to allow this to be used as a pretext for division,    
hatred and Islamophobia.  You can read my full speech in Parliament on 23 March here. 

 Opposing Tory Government Cuts to Southwark Schools 

Following the packed meeting of Southwark parents at John Donne School 
on 9 March, Helen Hayes MP, Neil Coyle MP, Council Leader Peter John OBE 
and I met the Schools Minister Nick Gibbs MP on 22 March to protest about 
the devastating impact of the Government’s school cuts on Southwark 
schools.  
We do not agree it is right to cut funding for schools in Southwark by £1,000 
per pupil in order to improve schools elsewhere in the country. These Tory 
cuts risk the great progress Southwark schools have made in the last      
decade, and it will be children who ultimately suffer. While I agree schools 
around the country need more money, it is ludicrous to suggest that our 
schools are overfunded and could manage with less, and somehow make 
cuts of £1,000 per pupil by just reducing their electricity and IT bills.  Local 
headteachers have been clear to me that they will not be able to make the 
cuts from those efficiency measures alone. They fear they will be forced to 
cut teachers, support staff for SEN children and after school clubs, and are 
looking at their budget sheets wondering how they’ll possibly maintain     
current standards.  
I am working with parents, headteachers, Southwark Council, Helen Hayes 
MP and Neil Coyle MP to fight these cuts all the way, and I am supporting 

the Southwark Parents Against Cuts in Education (SPACE) campaign who have continued to put pressure on 
the Government—find out how you can get involved here.  

http://www.harrietharman.org
http://www.harrietharman.org/westminster_attack_statement_in_the_house_of_commons
https://southwarkfairfunding.wordpress.com/about/2nd-child-page/


 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  March Casework :   
  
  Action on 380 cases:  
 
  - All replied to within 10 
  working days 

@HarrietHarman 

 

 

Constituency Case Studies 
 
A man renting his home from L&Q housing association in Peckham contacted me because his home had 
severe damp problems which were causing him breathing difficulties.  I wrote to L&Q to request repairs be 
carried out and rehousing be considered. I’ve now had confirmation he’s being moved into a new property.   
 
A disabled woman living in Livesey ward contacted me because she was no longer able to look after her 
blind  mother who suffers from dementia. I wrote to the council to request more support for them and they 
have arranged alternative sheltered accommodation within the borough for my constituent’s mother.   
 
A Thai woman who became a British citizen when she married in 2015 had been refused a UK passport  
because her citizenship certificate was in her married name, and her Thai passport was in her maiden 
name. I wrote to HM Passport Office on her behalf and she has now received her UK passport in the post.  

           Opposing the Southwark and Lambeth policing merger 
 

On 28 March Florence Eshalomi AM and I met Southwark Borough           
Commander Simon Messinger to express our opposition to the Met's proposal 
to merge Southwark and Lambeth for policing, as part of a plan to reduce   
borough commanders in London from 32 to 12. 
 
The working relationship that’s built up between Southwark Borough       
Command and their team with the communities in Southwark and with the 
council is of great importance, and needs yet further work, not diluting across 
two boroughs.  
 
Coordination between the two boroughs on issues like gang crime is important 
but this doesn’t require a borough merger. This proposal is not driven by the 
needs of people living in Southwark, or the police, but by cuts. The Met is   
trying to save 15% of its annual budget through these changes, on top of the 
cuts of almost a quarter of police officers in Southwark since 2010.   

St George’s Primary School 
 
Great to meet parents, 
children and new 
Headteacher Stephen 
Scott at St George’s     
Primary school on 28 
March. He and his team 
are doing good work in 
taking the school forward 
but they have a very    
difficult job to do with the Tory cuts to per pupil 
funding of £875 from 2015-20. We'll be working  
together to oppose the Government's school cuts. 
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On 21 March I took part in an “In Conversation” 
with Professor Ann McNeill at King’s College     
London as part of the 
‘Women in Mind’     
series. The events are 
run by the Institute of           
Psychiatry, Psychology 
& Neuroscience and 
aim to engage people 
in debate and raise 
awareness of        
challenges to women’s mental health.  
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Harriet Harman MP for Camberwell and Peckham  
Parliamentary Report— May/June 2017 

General Election 2017 
 

Thanks to all those who worked so hard in Camberwell & 
Peckham, especially my agent, Barrie Hargrove, campaign 
organiser Lorin Bell-Cross, CLP Secretary Katharine      
Morshead, Council Leader Peter John, the Camberwell & 
Peckham Councillors and members who sat at polling     
stations.  
 
The General Election was a terrific result in          
Camberwell and Peckham. Turnout was up from 
62.3% in 2015 to 67.1%. Our majority was up from 25,824 
(50.1%) in 2015 to 37,316 (65%) and our share of the vote went from 63.3% to 77.8%. There was      
genuine enthusiasm at polling stations where I met many people who'd never voted before.  
 
But even more important was our success in the rest of the country. We are on the advance and 
the Tories are in retreat. We have a new found confidence and unity and the Tories are in disarray. We won 
seats in every region of England - including Bedford, Canterbury, Warwick and Plymouth. We made inroads 
into Scotland. We strengthened our team in Wales. Going in to the General Election I had feared that we 
would lose seats. I could not be more pleased to be proved wrong! I overestimated Theresa May and the 
power of the Tory-supporting press. I underestimated Jeremy Corbyn and the power of direct               
communication through social media. We did not win the election and form a government but there is every 
chance we will win next time and that we will not have to wait 5 years. 

 
The Tories are in disarray and damaging the country yet further. 
The Tories have contempt for Theresa May and there is chaos in           
Parliament as Tory MPs, furious at the General Election, rebel. She is now 
in a position of weakness negotiating with the EU.  She couldn’t even form 
a government without doing a deal with the DUP, jeopardising the peace 
agreement in N. Ireland.  The Tories now despise Theresa May but they’re 
paralysed.  They’re scared of another leadership election and they’re 
scared of another General Election but the current chaos may well topple 
them into one. I anticipate there will be many votes as we challenge the 

Tories and I will vote with the Labour Whip - as I’ve always done over the last 35 years! We are ready for 
another election. The sooner the better. Let’s finish the job! 

 Fire safety in tower blocks 
 

Following the appalling tragedy of so many lives lost at Grenfell 
Tower, on 26 June I met Southwark Council Leader Peter John, 
Cllr Steph Cryan, Cabinet Member for Housing, Helen Hayes MP 
and a representative from Neil Coyle’s office to review fire    
safety—in particular to be sure that residents in the 54 council 
blocks in Camberwell and Peckham are safe.  

Southwark Council has two key legal duties: one is ensuring  
people are safe, the other is balancing the books financially. 
They must be able to do the first without jeopardising the      
second. But since the Tories took over in 2010 Southwark’s 
budget has been cut by almost half. The cost of  additional fire 
safety work should not be done at the expense of much-needed improvement works to kitchens and     
bathrooms, which are eagerly awaited by tenants. As Southwark MPs Helen Hayes MP, Neil Coyle MP and I 
have written to the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government Sajid Javid to seek          
confirmation from the government that they will:  

*Cover the costs of any additional fire safety works in Southwark, including fitting sprinklers in tower 
blocks. 
*Not charge leaseholders for fire safety work - about 20% of people in Southwark Council blocks are    
leaseholders and they already face considerable charges for planned improvement works.  
*Carry out an urgent review of fire safety regulations, as proposed by the coroner in the 2013 Lakanal 
House fire inquest.  
*While the immediate concern is homes, the government must provide resources so other tall buildings   
including schools and hospitals in Southwark have urgent fire safety inspections too.  
 
In Parliament I’ve repeatedly called on the government to step up their response and commit to providing 
Southwark with the money it needs to carry out all necessary work to ensure tenants are safe—questioning 
Nick Hurd, the Fire Minister on 15 June, the Prime Minister on 22 June and Sajid Javid, Secretary of State 
for Communities and Local Government on 17 July. I will continue to do all I can to be sure tenants in 
Southwark are safe and hold the government to account.  

http://www.harrietharman.org
http://www.harrietharman.org/government_must_step_in_to_support_grenfell_fire_survivors_statement
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2017-06-22/debates/E4B84F46-4699-4725-BBE4-AA724C3A0191/GrenfellTower#contribution-554C710C-99E2-4B80-B8B3-D13D2BE9789B
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2017-07-17/debates/1061F60D-BB31-4721-BB68-FD854B1DFF67/GrenfellTowerFireAdviceToLandlords#contribution-42B16749-8C50-4930-9AD5-F0545A8C458F
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2017-07-17/debates/1061F60D-BB31-4721-BB68-FD854B1DFF67/GrenfellTowerFireAdviceToLandlords#contribution-42B16749-8C50-4930-9AD5-F0545A8C458F


 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  Casework:  
   
  April - 330 cases  
  May -  314 cases 
 to 15 June -  206 cases  
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Constituency case studies 
 
Mr C from Camberwell contacted me because although he had won his appeal against the Home Office  
decision to refuse his Ghanaian wife a UK visa, over 3 months later the Home Office had still not sent his 
wife her visa. I wrote to the Home Office on his behalf and Mr C’s wife’s visa was delivered.  
 
Ms K, a council tenant in Nunhead, contacted me after her fence was damaged in Storm Doris. Southwark 
Council told her she was responsible for fixing the fence but she believed the council were. I wrote to the 
council and they have carried out repair works to fix the fence.   
 
Mr M from Peckham contacted me concerned about a number of letters he had received from Southwark 
Council incorrectly warning him he was in rent arrears. I wrote to the Council asking for this to be looked 
into, they corrected the error on his account and have stopped sending him letters.  

           Working with Peckham Citizens 
 
Peckham Citizens is an alliance of local organisations which includes Rye 
Lane Baptist Chapel, Pecan, the Hidaya Women's Association, St James 
the Great Primary School, Oliver Goldsmith Primary School and All Saints   
Peckham which work collectively to improve the local neighbourhood.  
On 18 May we met at Copleston Church to discuss the local community’s 
wishes for the Aylesham redevelopment. And on 24 June I joined them, 
local residents, Cllr Mark Williams, Head of Regeneration at Southwark     
Council, and Lane ward Cllr Jasmine Ali at the Aylesham centre to press 
the developer ’Tiger’ to set aside housing and jobs for local people on the 
redevelopment, which will create over 400 new homes and 50 new shops 
in Peckham.  
To support Peckham Citizens’ work to engage young people in             
democracy I’ve arranged tours of Parliament in September for St James 
the Great and Oliver Goldsmith primary schools. I’m pleased that we are 
working together and I will continue to back Peckham Citizens’          
campaigns.  

Camberwell & Peckham General Election 
Thank you drinks 

 
 

I was delighted to welcome 
Angela Rayner MP, Shadow 
Secretary of State for         
Education as our special 
guest at the CLP General 
Election ‘thank you’ drinks on 
5 July and to see so many 
local members there.  
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Mother of the House of Commons 
In the debate to re-elect John Bercow as Speaker 
of the House of Commons, Theresa May           
announced that as Ken Clarke, the longest serving 
man MP is the ”Father of the House” - as the  
longest serving women MP I am now “Mother of 
the House”. This was then picked up and endorsed 
by Jeremy Corbyn, the Lib Dem leader, and     
Caroline Lucas. This is the first time there has 
been a Mother of the House and I will use my new 
role to continue to work on women's equality—
starting with getting the law changed to rule out 
women's previous sexual history being used as 
evidence in rape cases.   

https://twitter.com/peckhamcitizens?lang=en

