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think it shocked him as he calmed down very quickly. But the next time
he was quieter with the attack and, in his words, he "did not want the
neighbours to hear we were fighting". But in a nutshell - yes, if you
hear anything please report it, it is appreciated... take it from one who
knows.

Anon, UK/US

Report him? If the man next door was beating up his wife I'd wipe him
off the face of the planet!

John, Great Britain

Most wife beaters are charmers by nature, to the extent that the wife
often does not know what she has married until that first beating.
Perhaps if every woman were not in such a hurry, and had a chance to
see how her future partner interacts with others around him, she
would see her potential partner as he is before it is toc late. Love alone
is not enough in any marriage.

Hazel, UK

Now you've broached the subject, the government will probably debate
wife-beating and introduce licences.

Chris B, England

violence is not a private matter and should be reported by anyone who
witnesses it

Lynn, Tennessee, USA

Domestic violence is not a private matter and should be reported by
anyone who witnesses it, but it is not limited to husbands/wives, it also
happens in same gender couples. My brather was abused by his gay
partner for many years until he was strong enough to leave, and my san
has been abused by his wife. He was wise enough to call the police on
her and the court ordered counselling for both of them. No one has the
right to abuse, mentally or physically, another person.
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Lynn, Tennessee, USA What sort of civilized society would need to ask
such a question? Of course they should be reported.

Thomas Carter, Canada

As a child from a family which suffered physical abuse from a drunken
father and was scared stiff to report it | think this is a good idea. No
one can imagine how hard it is on the kids, and especially the mother
who may be too scared to call the police and even too scared to leave
the relationship.

Simon, England

Domestic violence is vile and cowardly and has a far greater impact on
its victims than is realised

Anon, UK

It seems sadly domestic violence is still a real taboo subject. As other
people have said if we saw a violent crime happening on the street we
would report it, why is domestic violence different? The scary thing
about this is it goes on all the time often by 'respectable’' people and is
either ignored or considered to be a private matter. Domestic violence
(end | write as someone regularly beaten up by my dad as a teenager) is
vile and cowardly and has a far greater impact on its victims thanis
widely realised. Anything £o expose the abusers and help stop it for
good is £o be welcomed. Keep up the good work Ms Harman.

Anon, UK

Wife beating [or husband beating) is assault. Assault is against the law.
Everyone has a social duty to report law breakers. it's really that
simple!

Bryan, UK

I've been on the edge so many times because she provokes me at least
three or four times a week, At times | just want to be [eft alone but she
goes on and on. | have hit her and hurt her. And she has called the
paolice. | have had a chat with the Police and been put on 12-month
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watch. Now when she goes on and on | simply walk out of f the house go
to the pub and come home after a few hours and she's ok, as if nothing

happened. TO ALL MEN; WALK AWAY

Mr X, London UK

By phoning the police the lives of victims and their families can be

saved

Mich, UK

Whether or not the injured person will ever press charges is irrelevant.

By phoning the police the lives of victims and their families can be

saved. Any person with any conscience should be prepared to do this.

These bullies need to be dealt with. How many times has domestic

violence ended up in murder or will serious injuries. You should not have

to ask for halp!

Mich, UK

When | was a child and my mother got exasperated with my father she
had a habit of throwing whatever small object were at hand at him -

occasionally with painful results. Under Ms Harman's dominion my

mother would have been carted off to gaol and | would be put in care,
splitting up what was a caring, loving and exciting family life. | know
people like Ms Harman mean well, but very often they cause much more
misery than they cure because they do not think through what they are

proposing.

Anon, UK

| firmly believe that the government should introduce a law similar to
that in the USA where the police have the power to prosecute even
where the victim is unwilling/unable due to fear to testify against the
aggressar. This has to become society's responsibility if there is to be
a reduction in this horrific crime for the sake of the families as well as

the victim.

Angela, UK
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Ha! Yet another tactic to distract us from the fact that there aren't
actually enough police around to deal with any 'domestic’ incident. Yes,
all good citizens can report as much as they like, but the only people
the police are interested in prosecuting are celebrities like farmer Tory
ministers or former members of the Royal househaold.

Mr Garn Machaud, Leicester
regulations make people more willing to report domestic viclence
Wei-Chu Wang, Taipei, Taiwan

| believe regulations make people more willing to report domestic
violence. Sometimes women daon't have enough strength to avoid
getting hurt, but the police and those who may offer help can help the
abused a lot. If we see somebody attacking others on the road, we
would call the police and try to stop it undoubtedly. Such is the case
with this wife-beating matter.

Wei-Chu Wang, Taipei, Taiwan

Typical of a 'Ms' to be blatantly sexist. Ms Harman should hang her
head in shame. All domestic violence should be reported, regardless of
the sex of the victim. Clearly she believes men cannot be victims or are
not worthy of her attention,

Mike, England

What is the point? A member of my family has reported a serial woman
beating neighbaour to the police before. When the police arrived, the
woman denied there was any problem, blaming my family for lies. It is of
no benefit to anyone unless the woman WANTS help - in which case she
should seek it herself. | am a young woman myself and after that
experience, | would be inclined to ignore a female neighbour being
beaten by her partner. She knows where the door is.

Anon, England

| think that yes men {and women)} who are abusive should be reported
to the palice. However the police need to ensure that some sort of
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action will be taken if they receive reports and the culprit is not just
released with a caution "not to do it again!" Just one small point
though - would this reporting procedure be used to report people as
abusers, when they are not but have just got a conflict with the person
next door who wishes to get them into trouble?

Lindsey, UK

Yes, yes, yes. | lived with my boyfriend and his two friends. | was beaten.
They knew. They both spoke to him and one tried to help, the other
ignored the situation. | was terrified. The only way | got out was a few
years later by my own strength. It took years to tell anyone and | still
blame myself. He told me it was my fault, you see. Women need help.
Even if they won't take it, offer it. That one time out of a thousand may
save a life; a man or a woman's. Violence in a home is unforgivable. As is
mental abuse - and they go hand in hand. After a while the bruises
cease to hurt and the words cripple far more. A woman will eventually
find that strength to fight. Many more people out there have been in
this situation than care to admit. Christmas wasn't always such a
merry time for me,

Anon, London

It sounds great, but the victims sometimes need to have it pointed out
to them that the person hitting them is doing something bad and that
THEY should report them. Love is blind as they say. | once saw a person
try to stop a man beating his wife repeatedly in the street. When it got
physical and the two men ended up wrestling, the woman started
clawing at the man who was now grappling with her husband, shouting:
"don't hit my husband | love him", as the blood trickled from her nose.

Brian S, Scotland

Yes - because domestic violence often kills

lan Armitage, UK

Yes - because domestic violence often kills, and always does great

damage; to the woman, to children involved, to the anxious family,
friends and neighbours, and to the man himself. If deadly diseases need
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urgent treatment, so does this

lan Armitage, UK

Why is it that whenever the issue of domestic abuse is raised, we solely
concentrate on women being abused by men? When men are abused by
their female partners it is far more difficult for them to seek help, not
. to mention the ridicule they face for "being beaten by a8 woman".

Tracey, UK

All abuse should be reported, sometimes the victim is just too
frightened to help themselves.

Duncan, London, UK

Simply yes. Just as they should report any other serious assault, no
matter who the victim is. This will save lives,

Dan, UK

What kind of question is this? Who in their right mind would think it's
wrang to report such a crime to the police?!

¢ Justice, UK

If the palice simply caution and release them then the situation will be
worse

Amy, UK

Surely the issue is not whether violent partners (of both sexes) should
be turned in but what would happen to them if they were arrested? If
the police simply caution and release them then the situation will be
worse not only for the person who shopped them but also for the
partner/victim.

Amy, UK

Of course neighbours should report such people. Signing a marriage
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certificate is not a consent form to be subject to violence.
Ross, UK

Of course domestic violence should be reported and dealt with rather
than ignored. But will the likes of Ms Harman please stop discriminating
based on which partner is the attacker. A woman attacking a man is
equally wrang, and the same potential for injury or death exists.
Violence is the issue, not gender. Wording laws, or even opinions, in a
gender specific way is totally unhelpful and unnecessary in this matter.

Raymond Gray, UK

Surely this is up to the individual. It needn't necessarily just be
neighbours but also other witnesses, or warried friends or family. A
'government proposal' wan't affect matters at all, just an individual's
perception of what is right and wrong and how it should be dealt with.

Manny, UK

A housemate of my ex-boyfriend once stepped over me when I'd been
beaten to the floor Anon It won't help. People will inform the police (if
they want to) whether there is an initiative or not. A housemate of my
ex-boyfriend once stepped over me when I'd been beaten to the floor.
Call the police? No, it was none of his business! Anon What about
abused husbands - in an age where we are striving for equality,
shouldn't these things be worded a little more fairly - after all, words
like chairman have been replaced with inclusive words. Besides, | think
the proposals will result in the police being called whenever there is an
argument, and possibly in men being hauled away after one of these
verbal disagreements. What protection do men have when accused of
Domestic violence?

Niels Brandbergh, Sweden and England

Neighbours, strangers and any other witnesses should report
wife-beatings.

TJ Cassidy, USA
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Let's try rephrasing this: Should a responsible citizen report a violent
crime to the police? Is anyone prepared to argue that they should not?
However, what about help for beaten husbands? Once again, they are
ignored. These issues will not be solved by ignoring them, Ms. Harman.
And should we take it that you simply do not care when men are
harmed? That seems to be implied.

Andy, Netherlands
Yes. Wife beaters disturb the peace of neighbours.
M Khalid Khan, India/UK

It depends on what is going on. Where a spouse (I note Ms Harman
appears silent on the subject of beaten husbands) is suffering genuine
violence, this is a serious crime and should be reported. However, most
couples argue - the question is at what stage to get involved. Police do
not have time to deal with trivial domestic disputes and care must be
taken not to criminalise somecone who merely shouts at their partner.
On a side note, if the perpetrator of domestic violence is "as much a
criminal as a burglar” then presumably they can lock forward to a slap
on the wrist and some time planting flowers, in line with Lord Wooif's
latest proposals.

John B, UK

peaple usually end up reporting nothing as nothing they report ever
makes any difference

Bill, UK

It's not as if people don't already inform the police about neighbours’
domestic violence; they frequently do. Unfortunately domestic violence
is a potential minefield for the police. If | report my neighbour's wife
having two black eyes, the police will do nothing unless the victim has
made a complaint. If | call them to an on-gaing incident they'll do all
they can to calm things but will be unable to prosecute as the victim
rarely wants to escalate their partner's violence by co-operating in a
police inquiry. Sadly, people usually end up reporting nothing as nothing
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they report ever makes any difference.
Bill, UK

| fully support the proposal for neighbours/friends/family to report
domestic vialence - these men need every deterrent there is. One of
the main reasons men bully women is because it's all kept secret, so to
get them out in the open is a great start! | can also add with
confidence that my friends and family would fully support this.

Melissa Dawkins, England

Without the willingness of the injured party to press charges it would
make little difference if a neighbour reported anyway. Too often when
the palice are called the woman will defend her husband, or waste
police time the next morning by withdrawing the complaint, at the
slightest sign of remarse from the husband. | have every sympathy for
abused women, but shouldn't the Government provide a more adequate
support system for the abused to seek permanent refuge? Why should
a neighbour become involved in a violent situation?

Mark Q, UK Send us your comments:

Name:

Your E-mail address:

Country:

Comments: Disclaimer: The BBC will put up as many of your comments
as possible but we cannot guarantee that all e-mails will be published.

The BBC reserves the right to edit comments that are published.

http://news.bbe.co.uk/1/hi/talking_point/2614415.stm
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CPS will ask rape victims how
justice system can be improved

Rape victims are to be asked for their
views on how sex assault cases are dealt
with in a bid to improve justice for those
who have been attacked.  _

The Crown Prosecution Service has
launched a consultation exercise with
support groups following complaints
that the legal system fails large num-
bers of rape complainants.

Solicitor General Harriet Harman QC
said the consultation was part of
ongoing work to epsure that victims
have confidence in the criminal justice
system. ‘

“The justice gap between the number
of reported rapes and the number of
convictions shows quite clearly that we
must do more to support rape victims
through the often traumatic criminal
justice process,” she said.

She added at the launch of the con-
sultation Ms Harman said each year the
number of convictions for rape grew,
but that the increase was not keeping

ANTGAL - 150

pace with the rise in reports of rape.

She said that since 1985 reports of
rape had increased by 400 per cent, but
convictions by only 40 per cent.
® A serial sex attacker targeted three
young students as they walked home
alone and raped a terrified 16-year-old
girl in her own home, a court was told
yesterday.

Andrew James McCarten’s four
young victims — all of whom had long,
blonde hair ~ feared for their lives,
Liverpool Crown Court heard.

The 24-year-old, dubbed the
“Greenbank rapist®, repeatedly warned
his victims against looking at him and
went to some length to conceal his face.

MeCarten, of Wallasey, Wirral,
yesterday pleaded guilty to four cpunts
of rape and two of indecent assault.

Two further counts of indecent
assault, five of theft, three of making
threats to kill, one charge of false
imprisonment, cne of attempted theft
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and one of assault with intent ~ all
denied by McCarten — were ordered to
lie on the file.

For the Crown, David Tumer QC told
the court the attacks took place in the
Greenbank Park area, close to a uni-
versity hall of residence.

He raped two students in April and
November 2001 and in April 2002 he
indecently assaulted a 20-year-old stu-
dent. He stopped when she suffered an
asthma attack.

The defendant’s fourth victim — a
16-year-old schoolgirl — was at home
on the phone to a boyfriend in July last
year when she saw McCarten'’s face

" pressed up against the window.

He broke in, wrapped tape around her

" face and. raped her twice. He bolted

when the police arrived at the house.

- - Sentencing was adjourned until

March 3 for psychiatric reposts.

A
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More court help -
for rape VlCtlI[lS

By JosHua ROZENBERG
LEcAL EpITOR

NEW arrangements to help
rape victims give evidence in
court are working well, the

Crown Prosecution Service

said yesterday. .

Judges have \'mllmgly'.‘
cleared the public gallery, if

asked, and have allowed vul-
nerable witnesses to give evi-
dence using video links or
from behind screens.

The assessment was made
public as the CPS began work

on a new policy statement

designed to ensure that rape
cases are prosecuted effec-

tively. Victims and those

working with them wiil be
asked for their views.

, MP, who
supervises the CPS as one of

the Government’s law offi--

cers, said that the number of

convictions for rape was

growing but reported attacks
were increasing more quickly.
“Rape is a callous and bru-

tal crime. The justice ‘gap
between the number of
reported rapes and the num-
ber of convictions shows quite
clearly that we must do more
to support rape victims
through the often traumatie

. criminal ]ustme process," she__

said.

Since Ju']y, all alleged vier
tims of sexual cffences have-

been eligible for what are
called special measures.
The Director of Public Prose-

cutions, Sir David Calvert-.
Smith, QC, said it was impor-

tant that. victims were

supported from the .moment:
. they came forward fo the

police. He added that, like
domestic violence and crimes
against homosexuals, rape
attacks were under-reported
and acquittal rates were higher
than for most other crimes.
“We are anxious to make
sure victims of these crimes
are supported from the
moment they pluck up the
courage to go to the police.”
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Clare Dyer
Legal correspondent

;.

Rapists who in the past would %
have attacked strangers are }

now targeting potential vic-
tims in clubs or pubs, a police
‘rape expert said yesterday. -
Detective Clijef Inspector
Richard Walton, who heads

the Metropolitan police’s rape .

project, said advances in DNA
technology mean that men
who rape strangers now have

a much smaller chance of -

escaping justice.

As a result, potential rapists
are more likely to strike up
“some sort. of relationship”
with their victims. This turns
the erime into acquaintance
rape, where the issue becomes

A FNR L

nottherapistsidentity butthe |
more difficuit one of whether

the woman consented.
The number of reported
stranger rapes has remained

constant over the past 20 years, °
while numbers of acquaintance :

rapes have soared.

DCI Walton heads the Met

police’s Project Sapphire, a

team of spec:ally trained offi-
cers and detectives set up two
years ago to improve rape
investigations and victim care,
. He was speaking at the
launch yesterday of a crown
prosecution service consulta-
tion - on improving the
handling of rape prosecutions,
aimed at tackling an attrition
rate which sees only onein 13
rapereports end in conviction,

* The consultation, launched

in London by the solicitor gen- .

eral, Harriet Harman, and the
dxrector of public prosecu-
tiens, Sir David Calvert-Smith,
follows a report last April from
the independent inspectorates
‘for the police and CPS, which
found that the system failed
rape victims at all stages.

The report concluded that
more sensitive treatment of
victims was crucial to secunng

'”‘?“3-‘ ut

it conviction, Tt recommended

i mducmg specm.hstp_ 4
uFors-for rape cases)'be tt‘ér
'trammg for police and prose-
cutors,” and, instructions to

prosecuting coungelto chal-
lenge offengive- cross-exam1-
}natlon by défence coinsel; s,
-There is already a natwn—r
wide network of specialist
rape prosecutors who will fol-
low a tase ﬂ'om start to finish.
A key fir nding of the report
was that I ape victims ‘were
more likel "'than othet erimé
wctmis-- ose confidende in
the cnmma] Justice process.
Only one in five' tape victims
ris the > crifiie, and many
oreport it dec:de notio
nee or,retract thelr

llegatigns bef

- MsHarman said: “Thejus-

tlce gap between then mber
. ra, 3

qnvlctlons shows
garly: thiat we must do
J: ppOrt rape victims;
' i thé-often traumatic
zcriinmaljustlce process”
%“SHe said that each year the
number of convictions for rape
was growing, but that the
increase was notkeeping pace
with the rise in reports of rape.
Since 1985 reports of rape had
increased by 400% but convic-
tions by only 40%, * - .
Sir David sajd: “What we are
anxious to do is make sure vic-
tims of these crimes are sup-
ported from the moment they
pluck up the courage to go to
the police to the moment the
case is concluded at crown
court. Our view is that many
victims fall out before the case
ever goes to court because they
lose confidence in the process”
Ms Harman said achangein
the law last July allowing vul-
nerable or intimidated wit-
nesses to give evidence by

videp link was working well.
Special report on law and order at
guardian.co.uk/crinte -
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Britons _still haive ‘She
asked for it’ rape attitude

PROSECUTION OF rape in this
country is being hampered by
hardened cultural attitudes
that assume victims of sexual
assault lead men on, the Di-
rector of Public Prosecutions
said yesterday,

Sir David Calvert-Smith QC
urged the Crown Prosecution
Service and the Government to

tackle this misheld belief so- -

that more rapists could be
brought to trial.
Yesterday he joined the So-

licitor General, Harriet Har- -

man QC, in trying to combat

such views by consulting the

publie, including rape victims,
on how fo improve investiga-
tion and prosecution of rape.
He criticized the “she asked
forit” attitude, saying: “Thirty

BY ROBERT VERKAIK
Legal Affairs Correspondent

years ago, I heard practition-
ers saying no woman need be
raped if she didn’t really want
to. There are still residues of
that in the British conscious-
ness. That’s one of the things
we are looking to break down.”

Ms Harman said: “Rape is
a callous and brutal crime,
The justice gap between the
nurnber of reported rapes and
the number of convictions
shows clearly that we must do
more to support rape victims.”

Since 1985, reports of rape
have increased by 400 per cent
but convictions by only 40 per
cent. Just 7.25 per cent of re-
ported cases end in a conviction.
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Rape victims’ views sought in
effort to mcrease conv1ct10ns

By Frances Glbb
Legal Editor

their views on how more rap-
ists can be brought to justice in
amove to improve the prosecu-
tion rate, which currently
stands at 7 per cent.

QC, the So-
licitor-General, and the Direc-
tor of Public Prosecutions, an-
nounced an overhaul yester-
day of the way rape cases are

handled in an effort to close
the gap between the number
of rapes and convictions, Rape,
Ms Harman said in London
yesterday, was a “brutal and
callous crime”.

“The justice gap, between
the number of reported rapes
‘and the number of convic-
tions, shows quite clearly that

‘we muist do more to support

PATMAL - 165

rape victims through the often
traumatic criminal justice proc-
ess,” she said. Some progress

‘had been made and reporting’

of rape had risen by 400 per
cent since 1985. The ¢onvic-
tion rate in fthe same period
had risen by only 40 per cent.

- In 19989, the total number of
offences recorded as rape by
police was 7,809 but the total
number of offenders ¢autioned
or found guilty of rape was

661 Sir-David -Calvert-Smith, -

QC, the Director of Public
Prosecutions, said that there

was also ablg problem with-un- -

der-reporting. It is thought

that only one in five rape of- .

fences is reported to police.

“There is a history of under-

reporting; very few of those
who report a rape get a case be-
‘fore a court and the conviction
rate, even of those cases, is far

lower than for most other

types of crime,” he sald. .

: One. dim, -he said, was to
combat cultural attitudes. ‘The
belief 30 years ago was that
“all women had asked for it”
and that “no woman would be
Eaped if she did nott want to

ar -

“There are still re:s:dues of

that in the British conscious-

ness and. that is -ome of the
things were are hoping to
break down under the frame-

work of the present law,” he

sald.

’The Gmwh Prmsecuuonr

Service (CPS) hoped, for in-
stance, to encourage the view
that that if a woman had not
reported an alleged attack'im-
mediately it was not because it
did not take place but because
she: might have been so trau-

matised that she could not.

bnng herself to speak about it
until some time later.

In response to criticisms
about the way rape cases are
handled and prosecuted a se-
ries of reforms-are being intro-,
duced .

A consultation exercise has,
been launched askingfor com-
ments from rape victims® or-
ganisations and others on the
process of handling rape cases
through to trial.

The CPS5 is also setting up a
network of specialist rape pros-
ecutors to provide continuity
of advice through proceedings.

Convictions - have already
been secured In several rape
‘cases using scréens-and video:
links where the victim had
been unmllmg to glve evi-
dence. - .




Source:

Yorkshire Past (Leeds)

Date: Tuesday 7. January 2003
Page: &
ci ion:  ABC 73943 Daily
Ag‘%tgiglsqﬁ page rate £7,672.00

’ sce rate £18,95
Tel: 0113 243 2701

Harriet Harman

(D1798-1)

7/43

ROYBED - 117

Rape victims to give
advice on sex cases

RAPEF, victims are to be asked
for their views on how sex
assauli cases are dealt with
in a bid to improve justice for
those who have been
attacked,

The Crown Prosecution Ser-
vice has launched a consulta-
tion exercise with support
groups following a series of
complaints that the legal sys-
tem fails large numbers of
rape complainants.

Solicitor® General Harriet
Harman QC said the consul-
tation was part of work to
ensure that victims have con-
fidence in the criminal jus-
tice system.

“Rape is a callous and bru-
tal erime,” she said. “The jus-
tice gap between the number
of reported rapes and the
number of convictions shows
quite clearly that we must do
maore to support rape victims
through the often fraumatic
criminal justice process.”

She added, at the launch of
the consultation in London
yesterday: “This is part of
our determination to ensure
justice for rape victims and
to ensure that the guilty are

convicted.” Ms Harman said
that each year the number of
convictions for rape was
growing but that the increase
was not Keeping pace with
the rise in reports of rape.
She said that since 1985
reports of rape had increased
by 400 per cent but convic-
tions by only 40 oper cent.
Director of Public Prosecu-

" tions Sir David Calvert-Smith

QC said it was important that
victims were supported from
the moment they came for-
ward to the police, He added

.that, like domestic violence

and homophobic crime, rape
was under-reported and, fur-
thermore, acquittal rates
were higher than for most

.other crimes.

“What we are very anxious
to do is make sure victims of
these crimes are supported

. from the moment they pluck

up the courage to go to the
police to the moment the case
is concluded at Crown
Court,” he said. “Our view is
that many victims fall out

° before the case ever goes to

court because they lose confi-
dence in the process.”
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A charity that actually listens

By Valerle Grove

IN the operations room of
Plan UK, behind Camden
Town High Street, a huge
wall-chart reflects the struggle
for survival in-a strife-torn
world. Floods, heavy rainfall,
guerrilla activity, drought and
civil unrest are all recorded. In
Ecuador there is violence be-
cause of land rights disputes;
in Zimbabwe and Zambia, po-
litical problems and food short- -
ages. In this rcom Plan staff
and volunteers field queries
from sponsors who want to
know how their money is
being spent.

Plan has 40 paid staff, and
as many volunteers, from stu-
dents to pensioners, who help
for a couple of hours a week. It
couldn't survive without these
volunteers, says Marie Staun-
ton, its chief executive. -

“At the heart of sponsership,
or fostering, is the altruistic
desire that ordinary people .
have to do something, out of'a
sense of international responsi-
bility. People who have never
been to Uganda become in~
valved with a child in a village
they have never heard of, and
make a 12-year commitment
to support that child’s commu-
nity.” Plan now has a million
sponsored children, benefiting
10 million pecple.

Most new sponsors offer to
sponsor a chiid “wherever the

ABEAFR - 530

need is greatest”, but some -

specify a country. “If you spec-
ify, say, Mali,” (Staunton digs

out a file) “we might suggest,

thislittle girl, Dgenou Nobu.”

The picture shows a cheerful -

child whose favourite game is
pretend cooking and who
wants to be a government
worker. It is the identifying of
individual children’s hopes,
and supplying sponsors with
repotts and letters, that

creates the involvement,

“In Mali we sponsor more
girls because girls tend to get
withdrawnm from school earlier,
so we can talk to the comm-
unity about why it’s important
for girls to stay on at school.

Plan is very solidly grass roots, -

ou see. Our commitment is

ong term, 10 10 15 years. And -

we're good at listening to what
the community itself wants.”
Dr Miriam Stoppard, the
writer, a patron of more than
40 charities concerned with
the wellbeing of mothers and
babies, hag been a Plan foster-
parent 20 years. She liked the
idea of Plan, because it worked
in communities. . ,
“Although 1 would be sup-

porting a particular child, it -

would be done in a subtle way;

the tiny amount.of money I :

sent would go to cleaning up
the wells. or setting up a

school. And it was very educa-.

ton-conscious,” she says. At

one time she had six “foster-
daughters” in different parts of
the world — one has become a
nurse, another a teacher —
and still has five., “It's like an

extension to my family, having

these five little girls to care
about,” she says.

Plan’s hohday season appeai
through The Times is focused
on Uganda and its HIV-posi-
tive orphans in the poor
Tororo area, where infected
men infect their wives, both
parents die, and the extended
family comes and snatches
their property. Plan's strategy
is to help the orphaned chil-
dren to stay in their homes by
organising community sup-
port they keep the parents
alive as long as possible with
antibictics, supply anti-retrovi-
rals to stop mother-child trans-
mission, and after the parents’
deaths, support the woman in
the next hut who sees that the
orphans have an evening meal
and get to school.

“People Uise all sorts of
euphemisms for Aids. And
there is no point in a health
clinic distributing condorms, if
it isn’t acceptable to use them,
so educating the Aids orphans
themselves is the key. It is
important to work with church
leaders, Catholic or Muslim,
and get them on your side.

Marie Staunton; a solicitor
by profession, has spent her

life helping others, working for
Amnesty, Liberty and Unicef.
While boarding at a convent
school in Preston, she would
walk in the park at weekends
and talk to the winos. "They
had had fascinating lives; the
had been round the world as
sailors, they were people out-
side my ken — and 1 wanted
to get to know about them.”
At 18 she ran the Simon
Community’s hostels for the
homeless in Camden, Belfast
and Cork. Her Lancaster Uni-
versity student days were a
doddle by comparison. Her
first job was with:Geffens, the
‘Walsall solicitors who took on
the Birmingham Six. Later she
inherited Harriet Harman's
job as legal officer at Liberty.
Staunton is well acquainted
with her charities’ beneficiar-
fes. “In Khartoum I met a wom-
an who had carried three of
her children for six days to get
to the feeding centre. We may
say, ‘I'd do anything for my
children’, but would we do
that?”
[TPlan is one of two regis-
tered charities The Times Char-
ity Appeal is suppoiting. The
other is Home-Start, a UK-
based charity giving support to
families in crisis. To donate,
please see the coupon. .
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To make a donation fill out the coupon below, ticking
the appropriate charity, and senditto: -

Times Christmas Appeal, Home-Start, 2 Salisbury Road,
Leicester, LEL 7QR

(Contact this address if you want tobea volunteer)
Times Christmas Appeal, Plan/Uganda, Freepost, 5-6
Underhill Street, London NW1. OY)

(Contact this address if you want to be a sponsaor)

Or make a donation by telephone or online

e Home-Start -
BA | Tel 08000 68 63 68 o
o) Online: www.home-start.org.uk

@ Plan/Uganda
Tel: 0800 282 242
Plan - Online: ~ www.plan-uk.org -

Srapwtdd

[ Home-Start [ PIan/Uganda-

Name
Address

Daytime tel
Email

| would like to donate £

-3 By cheque made payable'to - . .
Home-Start OR -
Plan International UK
marked ‘Times Christmas Appeal' on reverse

- O By credit/debit card

Name of cardhalder
Card type

Card No.

Expiry date

{for Switch only: issue no. ___ or valld from date

If you are a UK taxpayer you can make your donations
worth almaost a thlrd more at no extra cost to you
through Gift Ald: EI Yes [ONo

Thankyou.

A% nmEsonume WIIAT

{ www.thetimes.couk/ -
%1 ‘{f timesappeal . It
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Wife-beaters ‘must be reported’

NEIGHBOURS are bejng urged to
report men who attack thejr part-
ners to the police under Govern-
ment plans to tackle demestic viol-
ence, it emerged yesterday.

The move may include Neigh-
bourhood Watch schemes to identi-
fy wife-beaters. Solicitor General
Harviet Harman said a change inat-

titudes was needed to ensure a
blind eye was no longer turned to
domestic violence. )

She sald: “If you see someone
burgling yout neighbour, you don’t
think, ‘Shall T intervene®, A man
who beats his wife isa viclent crim-
inal. He's not an upstanding citizen
who happens to beat his wife.”
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Britons still have 'She asked for it'
rape attitude

Prosecution of rape in this country is being hampered by hardened
cultural attitudes that assume victims of sexual assault lead men on,
the Director of Public Prosecutions said yesterday.

Sir David Calvert-Smith QC urged the Crown Prosecution Service and
the Government to tackle this misheld belief so that more rapists
could be brought to trial.

Yesterday he joined the Solicitor General, Harriet Harman QC, in trying
to combat such views by consulting the public, including rape victims,
on how to improve investigation and prosecution of rape.

He criticised the "she asked for it" attitude, saying: "Thirty years ago, |
heard practitioners saying no woman need be raped if she didn't really
want to. There are still residues of that in the British consciousness.
That's one of the things we are looking to breek down."

Ms Harman said: "Rape is a callous and brutal crime. The justice gap
between the number of reported rapes and the number of convictions
shows clearly that we must do more to support rape victims."

Since 1985, reports of rape have increased by 400 per cent but
convictions by only 40 per cent. Just 7.25 per cent of reported cases

end in a conviction,

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/legal/storyjsp?story=367016
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Rape trials still hit by ?she asked

for it? culture

Prosecution of rape in this country is being hampered by hardened
cultural attitudes that assume victims of sexual assault lead men on,

the Director of Public Prosecutions said yesterday.

Sir David Calvert-Smith QC urged the Crown Prosecution Service and
the Government to tackle this misheld belief so that more rapists

could be brought to trial.

Yesterday he joined the Solicitor General, Harriet Harman QC, in trying
to combat such views by consulting the public, including rape victims,

on how to improve investigation and prosecution of rape.

He criticised the “she asked for it" attitude, saying: "Thirty years ago, |
heard practitioners saying no woman need be raped if she didn't really
want to. There are still residues of that in the British consciousness.

That's one of the things we are locking to break down."

Ms Harman said: "Rape is a callous and brutel crime. The justice gap
between the number of reported rapes and the number of convictions

shows clearly that we must do maore to support rape victims."

Since 1985, reports of rape have increased by 400 per cent but

convictions by only 40 per cent. Just 7.25 per cent of reported cases

end in a conviction.

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/legal/story jsp?story=367016
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Rape trials still hit by ‘she asked for
it' culture

Prosecution of rape in this country is being hampered by hardened
cultural attitudes that assume victims of sexual assault iead men on,
the Director of Public Prosecutions said yesterday.

Sir David Calvert-Smith QC urged the Crown Prosecution Service and
the Government to tackle this misheld belief so that more rapists
could be brought to trial.

Yesterday he joined the Solicitor General, Harriet. Harman QC, in trying
to combat such views by consulting the public, including rape victims,
on how to imprave investigation and prosecution of rape.

He criticised the "she asked for it" attitude, saying: "Thirty years ago, |
heard practitioners saying no waman need be raped if she didn't really
want to. There are still residues of that in the British consciousness.
That's one of the things we are looking to break down."

Ms Harman said: "Rape is a callous and brutal crime. The justice gap
between the number of reported rapes and the number of convictions
shows clearly that we must do mare to suppart rape victims."”

Since 1985, reports of rape have increased by 400 per cent but
convictions by only 40 per cent. Just 7.25 per cent of reported cases

end in a conviction.

http://news.independent.co.uk/uk/legal/story jsp?story=367016
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Courts to help rape victims

victims Search options The news site The web Tuesday 7 January
2003 Telegraph Network Network home Arts Books Education Expat
Telegraph Family Fantasy football Fashion Gardening Horoscopes
Health Jobs Letters & Mobile Services Money Motoring News
Outdoors Personal finance Promotions Property Reader offers
Science Shopping Sport Technology Travel Wine Business file
Connected Internet for schools Juiced Alex cartoon Business news
Crossword Society Feedback Law reports Matt cartoon Obituaries
Opinion Weather More court help for rape victims

By Joshua Rozenberg, Legal Editor
(Filed: 07/01/2003)

New arrangements to help rape victims give evidence in court are
working well, the said yesterday. Judges have willingly cleared the
public gallery, if asked, and have allowed vulnerable witnesses to give
evidence using video links or from behind screens.

The assessment was made public as the CPS began work on a new
policy statement designed to ensure that rape cases are prosecuted
effectively. Victims and those working with them will be asked for their
views.

Harriet Harman, MP, who supervises the CPS as one of the
Government's [aw officers, said that the number of convictions for
rape was growing but reported attacks were increasing more quickly.

"Rape is a callous and brutal crime. The justice gap between the
number of reported rapes and the number of convictions shows quite
clearly that we must do more to support rape victims through the
often traumatic criminal justice process,” she said.

Since July, all alleged victims of sexual offences have been eligible for
what are called special measures.

The Director of Public Prosecutions, Sir David Calvert-Smith, QC, said

NOYKON
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it was important that victims were supported from the moment they
came forward to the police. He added that, like domestic violence and
homophobic crime, rape attacks were under-reported and acquittal
rates were higher than for most other crimes.

"We are anxious to make sure victims of these crimes are supported
from the moment they pluck up the courage to go to the police.”
Previous story: Next story: External links Crown Prosecution Service
of 2003. of reading.

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main jhtmi;$sessionidXGKDUJ
YNVJHAFQFIQMFSFGGAVCBQOIVO?xml=/news/2003/01/07/nrape07.x
ml& sSheet=/news/2003/01/07/ixhame.html
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Shake-up for rape case procedures

Rape victims are to play a key role in changing how sex assault cases
are dealt with, it has been announced.

The Crown Prosecution Service has launched a consultation exercise
with support groups following complaints the legal system fails those
who have been attacked.

The number of convictions shows quite clearly that we must do more
to support rape victims

Harriet Harman Solicitor Genera! Harriet Harman QC said the
consultation was part of ongoing work to ensure victims had
confidence in the criminal justice system.

During the consultation, which begins next month, rape victims will be
asked what can be done to encourage those who have been attacked
to take the case to court.

The exercise will also focus on how prosecutors or police could help
victims in the courtroom, and what extra infermation could be given to

victims to make the process easier.

Government plans are already under way to set up a nationwide
network of specially trained rape prosecutors.

"Rape is a callous and brutal crime,” Ms Harman said.

"The justice gap between the number of reported rapes and the
number of convictions shows quite clearly that we must do more to
support rape victims through the often traumatic criminal justice

process."

Ms Harman said: "This is part of our determination to ensure justice
for rape victims and to ensure the guilty are convicted."

Victim support

DAVCON




BBC

Source: Monday 6. January 2003 e
Date: T
Page:
Circulation; e '
Ad Rates: L. L.
Tel:

Harriet Harman

(D1799-1)

-

20/43

Each year the number of convictions for rape is growing but the
increase is not keeping pace with the rise in reports of rape.

Ms Harman said that, since 1985, reports of rape had increased by
400% but convictions by anly 40%.

Director of Public Prosecutions Sir David Calvert-Smith QC said:
"What we are very anxious to do is make sure victims of these crimes
are supported from the moment they pluck up the courage to go to the
police to the moment the case is concluded at Crown Court.”

Support organisations complain that, when rape victims take the
witness stand, they find themselves subject to excessive
cross-examination about their sexual history.

Special measures, including screens to hide victims giving evidence in
court, are already working well.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/2631819.stm
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Rape Victims Give Court Advice

VICTIMS GIVE COURT ADVICE Rape victims are to be asked for their
views on the way police and prosecutors handle sex assault cases, it
has emerged.

The launch of the consultation exercise with rape victims follows a
series of complaints that the justice system fails a huge number of
rape complainants.

A report published last year shows just 7.25% of cases reported to
police end up with an offender being sentenced.

Of the 1,741 cases analysed by inspectors just 28% saw attackers
being charged or cautioned.

The main criticisms focus on the treatment of victims by the criminal
Justice system.

The consultation exercise, to be launched by Solicitor General Harriet
Harman QC and Director of Public Prosecutions Sir David Calvert
Smith QC at the Attorney General's Chambers in London, is due to get
under way next month.

The comments from rape victims and support organisations will form a
public policy statement which is part of an on-going Government
initiative to overhaul the way rape cases are handled.

Government plans are already under way to set up a nationwide
network of specially trained rape prosecutors.

A spokesperson from the Rape Crisis Federation welcomed the CPS's
consultation exercise.

“It is very important that rape victims and organisations like us wha
support victims are consulted.

"The main changes we would like to see are improvements in the way
rape cases are investigated and prosecuted.

NOYKON
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"We would like to see prosecutors meeting survivors of rape so they
can hear their stories directly and not just read the police statement."

http://www.sky.com/skynews/article/0,,30100-12218576,00.html
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Victims consulted on handling of
sex cases ,

Rape victims consulted on handling of sex cases

The Crown Prosecution Service has launched a consultation exercise
with support groups following a series of complaints that the legal
. system fails large numbers of rape victims.

Vctims will be asked for their views on how sex assault cases are dealt
with in a effort to improve justice for those who have been attacked.
Harriet Harman QC, Solicitor General, said the consultation was part of
ongoing work to ensure that victims have confidence in the criminal
Justice system.

"Rape is a callous and brutal crime," she said. "The justice gap between
the number of reported rapes and the number of convictions shows
quite clearly that we must do more to support rape victims through
the often traumatic criminal justice process.”

She said: "This is part of our determination to ensure justice for rape
victims and to ensure that the guilty are convicted.”

Ms Harman said that each year the number of convictions for rape was

. growing, but that the increase was not keeping pace with the rise in
reports of rape. She said that since 1985 reports of rape had

increased by 400 per cent but convictions by only 40 per cent.

Sir David Calvert-Smith QC, Director of Public Prosecutions, said it
was important that victims were supported from the moment they
came forward to the police. He added that, like domestic violence and
homophobic crime, rape attacks were under-reported and,
furthermore, acquittal rates were higher than for most other crimes,

A report published last year by Her Majesty's Inspectorate of
Constabulary and HM Crown Prasecution Service Inspectorate showed
that just 7.25 per cent of cases reported to police end up with an
offender being sentenced.

Support organisations complained that when rape victims take the

23/43 NOYKON
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witness stand they find themselves subject to excessive
cross-examination about their sexual history. It has also been
suggested that more could be done to prevent victims having to wait
long periods before giving evidence.

It was revealed that special measures including screens to hide victims
giving evidence in court were working well and that Crown Courts,
particularly in London, were granting such procedures without any
difficulty.

http://portal.telegraph.co.uk/news/main jhtml?xml=/news/2003
/01/06/urape.xmlGsSheet=/portal /2003/01/06/ixport.html
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Nappy news for MP super mum

AN MP is expecting to set a record after revealing she is pregnant with
her fourth child.

Treasury minister Ruth Kelly, MP for Bolton West, shares the record
with Harriet Herman for having the most children while in office.

Now she is on course to set a new record if all goes well when her
fourth child is born in May or Jung next year.,

Since becoming an MP, Mrs Kelly has juggled her work with looking
after Eamonn, five, Sinead, four, and two-year-old Raisin.

She campaigned for her 1997 seat while heavily pregnant with her first

child and made her maiden Commons speech three weeks before the
birth.

After revealing the happy news, Mrs Kelly and her husband, Derek, are
enjoying a relaxing holiday in Spain to prepare for the new arrival.

Thrilled
Mrs Kelly, 34, sajd: "Derek and | are absolutely thriiled, we have always
wanted a large family. The other children are also very excited and we

are all looking forward to a new arrival in the New Year.

"We don't know if we are expecting a boy or a girl, we'll have to wait
and see."

Former journalist and economist Mrs Kelly attributes her success at

Jjuggling motherhood and ministerial duties to being organised and

trying to avoid taking the usual red box of papers home at the
weekend.

She tries to bring the whole family, who are based in London, back to
their second home in Horwich for the weekend as often as possible.

Her spokesman George McNamara said: "Effective time-management

NOYKON
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is the key to Ruth's success. She likes taking time meeting people in
her constituency whenever she can come back to Bolton.”

And Derek said having another child would not slow Ruth down.

He said: "Ruth has a lot of commitments and people are amazed that
she can fit in having three children as well as her work.

"But she always gives 100 per cent to everything, whether it is the
Treasury, her family or her constituency. It is wonderful news and it will
be nice for the other children to have another brother or
sister."Commonwealth Games 2002 Buy the commemorative brochure.
Buy the official commemorative book.

http://www.manchesteronline.co.uk/news/stories/Detail_LinkSt
ory=48164.html
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Jackie Ashley Domestic violence is on the agenda
— thefirst sign of feminised politics

From Little Mo to IDS
lack eyes are the new

bl ack

4. So Tony Blairis
spearheading a
campaign against
A domesticviolence.-
Bet he wanis toland one on
Cherie at the moment, with
all the havoc her dodgy .
friends have caused. Ha, ha,
ha. That, I'm afraid, is the -
way domestic violence has
always been treated: abitofa
joke, a laugh for thelads, a
brag down the boozer. *
- Until ndw. Suddenly some- -
thing has changed the shack-
ing figures that surround -
domestic violence. More than
200 women are killed by their
husbands or partners every
year. Domestic violence also
.makes up at least a quarter of
all reported crimes. Compare
that withi street erime — just
2% — about which we have
heard so much recently, and
you wonder'about our prmn-
tiesasasociety. =
When it was revealed earher
‘this year that murder rates in
British cities were the highest
for a century, one Home Of- .
fice official tried to look on
the bright side by pointing
cut that a third of these were
“domestic”. The assumption
that somehow these are lesser
killings, not to be worried
about quite as much as — the
much rarer — street murders
by strangers, is deeply rooted.
The newspaper stories are
like the poor, always with us.
Think, only recently, 6f the
two children killed alongside
their mother; the 14-year-old
boy killed trying (unsuccess-
fully) to save his mother; the
four children wiio will grow
up to learn that they were
asleep upstairs while their
fathermalleted their mother
to death in the sitting-room.
2/1 ABEAFA - 424

Each stoiy chills; yet most of

us turn the page and move
on. It must have been such
anunusual situation, an -
incomprehensible ptivate -
tragedy, beyond the range of
publicpolicy. -

And yet, at last, there seems
tobea sprea.dlng acceptance .
that this is not so. Domestic
violence is everywhere as an
issue: black eyes are the new -
black. Today, Tony Blair and
Barbara Roche, from the -+
deputy prime ministers .
office, will announce a cash .
injection of millions of A
pounds for refuge’accommg-
dation, to counteract the -
disturbing news that one in
six of those necdinglocal ..
authority housing is fleeing a
viglent partner. A million
pounds of lottery money, |
alongside a further million
from the government will help
setup a National Refuge -
Helpling, providing a single
comprehensive database, with
immediate advice on where ..
refuge places are available.
Domestic violence has been |
raised several times recently
at prime minister’s questions.
Blaii declares it “at the top of
the eriminal justice agenda”,

A new bill — proposed for
next year, with consultation
in the spring — would give -
anonymity to victims of do-
mestic violence when they
testify; allow the criminal
courts to use restraining
orders on violent spouses;.
make reviews of all domestic
violence-related deaths :
mandatory, since police be-
lieve many could be pre-
vented; and make breaking a
non-molestation ordera -
criminal, rather than a civil
offence. That should bein -

next year’s Queen’s speech..
Even before that, there are
legal changes afoot.
Harman, the solicitor general,
is behind new movés to force
more prosecutions, even when
women are pressured into try-
ing to drop them, arguing
that if you assault someone in
the home you are every bit as
much a eriminal as someone
who assaults a straniger in the
street. Harman is working,
along with the attorney _
general, to get the courtof -
appealio overturn unduly
lenient sentences in domestic
murder cases, Among those -
which have been referred to

the court are the three grue- .

some cases mentioned above.
And it isn't just Labour.
The Association of Chief Po-
lice Qfficers suggests a regis-
ter of domestically violent |
men, Hke that of sex offend-
ers: one problem is that merni
who beat up women tend to
move around, strike up new
relationships and carry on.
The Conservatives, mean-
while, are launchinga
Christmas campaign, includ-
ing the distribution of 10,000
posters warning of “Boxing
Day”, and highlighting the
fact that one woman in four
is the victim of domestic vig-
lence at some point. Iain
Puncan Smith says that “for
us as a party, thisis notjusta
side show — this is serious”,
and, as proofof that, they -
have agreed to work with the
government o produce a bill
that really makes a difference.
Whether or not people lis-
ten to the politicians, they cer-
tainly pick up messages from
TV soaps and dramas. This
week BBC 1 announced that it
was to.include a new series,

(DT759=1]

Hitting Home, in its winter
season as part of a BBC cam-
paign against domestic vio-
lence. And storylines are to be
written into Casua]w after ILi-
tle Mo's experiences atthe - @
hands of her abusive husband,
Trevor, in EastEnders pro-
duced a huge public response,
according to the channel con-

‘troller, Lorraine Heggessey.

_nyissue whichcan .

unite Labour and -
Tory campaigns,
ring'in the police
and also mobilise one of the
biggest opinion-formers, tele-
vision dramna, has clearly
seized the imagingtion of offi-
cial Britain. Men 1oo, of
course, can be victims of
domestic violence. We must-
n'tforget that, but in the huge
majority of cases, it is women
we are talking about. In terms
of women’s real lives, this
may be the single most
important political shift fora
generation -- remembering
that the murders are only the
worst end of a spectrum of
beatings, kickings and lacera-
tions that go on all the time.

So why this sudden aware- -

ness? For once, the simplest
explanation seems the best
one. At last, the slow incur-
sion of womnen into public life
is having some effeet. On the
government benches, it is
female ministers like Harrtet
Harman, Barbara Roche,
Hazel Blears, Yvette Cooper,
and their backbench
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‘We need more cops' says MP

A THOUSAND police on the streets of Southwark - that's the call from
anti-crime campaigners.

A powerful coalition including councillors, all three of the borough's
MPs and local tenants' and residents' associations are backing a
petition calling for more cops.

Figures released by Camberwell and Peckham MP Harriet Harman show
Southwark has lost more than 100 officers since 1997 and almost the
same number of civilian support staff.

In March 1997, the borough had 881 officers and 278 civilian staff, but
by March this year that figure had dropped to 176 civilian staff and
fewer than 775 officers.

Speaking at a meeting at Peckham police station, Ms Harman said: "We
want to see far more police and more civilian staff to back them up.

"We don't want mare police just to see them sitting in the stations
doing paper-work."

A spokeswoman for the Met said decisions about staffing levels would
he made by the Metropolitan Police Authority.

Campaigners have taken to the streets gathering signatures for the
petition. You can also back the campaign and sign on at the Southwark
council website on www.southwark.gov.uk

Alternatively you can write supporting the campaign to the London
Assembly member for Southwark and Lambeth, Val Shawcrass, at City
Hall, The Queen's Walk, SE1 2AA,

Ms Shawcross will hand the petition to Mayor Ken Livingstane this
week.

http://icsouthlondon.icnetwork.co.uk/0100news/0200southlondo
nheadlines/page.cfm?ohjectid=124424336method=FfullGsiteid=501 00
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From Little Mo to IDS: black eyes
are the new black

Jackie Ashley
Wednesday December 11, 2002
The Guardian

Ha. So Tony Blair is spearheading a campaign against domestic
violence. Bet he wants to land one on Cherie at the moment, with all
the havoc her dodgy friends have caused. Ha, ha, ha. That, I'm afraid, is
the way domestic violence has always been treated: a bit of a joke, a
laugh for the lads, a brag down the boozer.

Until now. Suddenly something has changed the shocking figures that
surround domestic violence. More than 200 women are killed by their
husbands or partners every year. Domestic violence also makes up at
least a quarter of all reported crimes. Compare that with street crime
- just 2% - about which we have heard so much recently, and you
wonder about our priorities as a society.

When it was revealed earlier this year that murder rates in British
cities were the highest for a century, one Home Office official tried to
look on the bright side by pointing out that a third of these were
"domestic". The assumption that somehow these are lesser killings,
not to be worried about quite as much as - the much rarer - street
murders by strangers, is deeply rooted.

The newspaper stories are like the poor, always with us. Think, only
recently, of the two children killed alongside their mother; the
14-year-old boy killed trying (unsuccessfully) to save his mother; the
four children who will grow up to learn that they were asleep upstairs
while their father malleted their mother to death in the sitting-room.
Each story chills; yet most of us turn the page and move on. It must
have been such an unusual situation, an incomprehensible private
tragedy, beyond the range of public policy.

And yet, at last, there seems to be a spreading acceptance that this is
not so. Domestic violence is everywhere as an issue: black eyes are the
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new black. Today, Tony Blair and Barbara Rache, from the deputy prime
minister's office, will announce a cash injection of millions of pounds
for refuge accommodation, to counteract the disturbing news that
one in six of those needing local authority housing is fleeing a violent
partner. A million pounds of lottery money, alongside a further million
from the government will help set up a National Refuge Helpling,
providing a single comprehensive database, with immediate advice on
where refuge places are available. Domestic violence has been raised
several times recently at prime minister's questions. Blair declares it
"at the top of the criminal justice agenda"”.

A new bill - proposed for next year, with consultation in the spring -
would give anonymity to victims of domestic violence when they testify;
allow the criminal courts to use restraining orders on violent spouses;
make reviews of all domestic violence-related deaths mandatory, since
police believe many could be prevented; and make breaking a
non-molestation order a criminal, rather than a civil offence. That
should be in next year's Queen's speech.

Even before that, there are legal changes afoot. Harriet Harman, the
solicitor general, is behind new moves to force more prosecutions,
even when women are pressured into trying to drop them, arguing that
if you assault someone in the home you are every bit as much a criminal
as someone who assaults a stranger in the street. Harman is working,
along with the attorney general, to get the court of appeal to overturn
unduly lenient sentences in domestic murder cases. Among those which
have been referred to the court are the three gruesome cases
mentioned above.

And it isn't just Labour. The Association of Chief Police Officers
suggests a register of domestically violent men, like that of sex
offenders: one problem is that men who beat up women tend to move
around, strike up new relationships and carry on. The Conservatives,
meanwhile, are launching a Christmas campaign, including the
distribution of 10,000 posters warning of "Boxing Day", and highlighting
the fact that one woman in four is the victim of domestic violence at
some point. lain Duncan Smith says that "for us as a party, this is not
Jjust a side show - this is serious”, and, as proof of that, they have
agreed to work with the government to produce a bill that really makes
a difference.
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Whether or not people listen to the politicians, they certainly pick up
messages from TV soaps and dramas. This week BBC 1 announced that
it was to include a new series, Hitting Home, in its winter season as
part of a BBC campaign against domestic violence. And storylines are
to be written into Casualty after Little Mo's experiences at the hands
. | of her abusive husband, Trevor, in EastEnders produced a huge public
response, according to the channel controlier, Lorraine Heggessey.

Any issue which can unite Labour and Tory campaigns, bring in the
police and also mobilise one of the biggest opinion-formers, television
drama, has clearly seized the imagination of official Britain. Men too, of
course, can be victims of domestic violence. We mustn't forget that,
but in the huge majority of cases, it is women we are talking about. In
terms of women's real lives, this may be the single mast important
political shift for a generation - remembering that the murders are
only the worst end of a spectrum of beatings, kickings and lacerations
that go on all the time.

So why this sudden awareness? For once, the simplest explanation
seems the best one. At last, the slow incursion of women into public life
is having some effect. On the government benches, it is female
ministers like Harriet Harman, Barbara Rache, Hazel Blears, Yvette

. Cooper, and their backbench supporters such as Vera Baird, Maggie
Moran, Julia Drown and Ficna Mactaggart, who have been pushing this.
For the Tories, Caroline Spelman seems to have heen the maving force.
And without a main channel controller like Heggessey, would the BBC
have been quite so interested?

Along with some of the family tax changes and credits coming out of
the Treasury, this is the first real sign of the feminised political agenda
so many people thought they saw coming in 1897 - the first flicker of
hope that all those bland, smiling female faces clustered round Tony
Blair would actually make a difference. Along with them we now see a
clutch of senior women in top positions throughout television -
Heggessey, but also Jane Root, Jana Bennett, Dawn Airey, never mind
the quangocracy. Of caurse, there are still far too few female
politicians, almost no senior female judges and hardly any real female
opinion formers in business. Too few female ministers are being
promoted just now. But the sisters are shuffling, if not marching, and
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what a difference it already makes.

How much further might this go? What would be the effect on
transport policy, on the environment and on work-life laws if the
feminisation of politics continued? | don't know about you, but for me it
would be the first possibility in many years of beginning to scrub away
the grime of cynicism that has slowly blotted out most of our hopes
for public life. jackie.ashley@guardian.co.ukSpecial report

Gender issues

http://www.guardian.ca.uk/comment./story/0,3604,857575,00.html
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Black eyes are the new black

Until now. Suddenly something has changed the shocking figures that
surround domestic violence. More then 200 women are killed by their
husbands or partners every year. Domestic violence also makes up at
. least a quarter of all reported crimes. Compare that with street crime
- just 2% - about which we have heard sa much recently, and you
wonder about our priorities as a society.

When it was revealed earlier this year that murder rates in British
cities were the highest for a century, one Home Office official tried to
look on the bright side by pointing out that a third of these were
"domestic". The assumption that somehow these are lesser killings,
not to be worried about quite as much as - the much rarer - street
murders by strangers, is deeply rooted.

The newspaper stories are like the poor, always with us. Think, only
recently, of the two children killed alongside their mother; the
14-year-old boy killed trying {unsuccessfully) to save his mother; the
four children who will grow up to learn that they were asleep upstairs
while their father malleted their mother to death in the sitting-room.
Each story chills; yet most of us turn the page and move on. IE must
. have been such an unusual situation, an incomprehensible private
tragedy, beyond the range of public policy.

And yet, at last, there seems to be a spreading acceptance that this is
not so. Domestic violence is everywhere as an issue: black eyes are the
new black. Today, Tany Blair and Barbara Roche, from the deputy prime
minister's office, will announce a cash injection of millions of pounds
for refuge accommodation, to counteract the disturbing news that
one in six of those needing local authority housing is fleeing a violent
partner. A million pounds of lottery money, alongside a further million
from the government will help set up a National Refuge Helpline,
providing a single comprehensive database, with immediate advice on
where refuge places are available, Domestic viclence has been raised
severzal times recently at prime minister's questions, Blair declares it
“at the top of the criminal justice agenda".

A new bill - proposed for next year, with consultation in the spring -
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would give anonymity to victims of domestic violence when they testify,
allow the criminal courts to use restraining orders on viclent spouses;
make reviews of all domestic violence-related deaths mandatory, since
police believe many could be prevented; and make breaking a
nan-molestation order a criminal, rather than a civil of fence. That
should be in next year's Queen's speech.

Even before that, there are legal changes afoot. Harriet Harman, the
salicitor general, is behind new moves to force more prosecutions,
even when women are pressured into trying to drop them, arguing that
if you assault someane in the home you are every bit as much a criminal
as someone who assaults a stranger in the street. Harman is working,
along with the attorney general, to get the court of appeal to overturn
unduly lenient sentences in domestic murder cases. Among those which
have been referred to the court are the three gruesome cases
mentioned above.

And it isn't just Labour. The Association of Chief Police Officers
suggests a register of domestically violent men, like that of sex
offenders: one problem is that men who beat up women tend to move
around, strike up new relationships and carry on. The Conservatives,
meanwhile, are launching a Christmas campaign, including the
distribution of 10,000 posters warning of "Boxing Day", and highlighting
the fact that one woman in four is the victim of domestic violence at
some point. lain Duncan Smith says that "for us as a party, this is not
Jjust a side show - this is serious", and, as proof of that, they have
agreed to work with the government to produce a bill that really makes
a difference.

Whether or not people listen to the politicians, they certainly pick up
messages from TV soaps and dramas. This week BBC 1 announced that
it was to include a new series, Hitting Home, in its winter season as
part of a BBC campaign against domestic viclence. And storylines are
to be written into Casualty after Little Mo's experiences at the hands
of her abusive husband, Trevor, in EastEnders produced a huge public
response, according to the channel controller, Lorraine Heggessey.

Any issue which can unite Labour and Tory campaigns, bring in the
police and also mobilise one of the biggest opinion-formers, television
drama, has clearly seized the imagination of official Britain. Men too, of
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course, can be victims of domestic viclence. We mustn’t forget that,
but in the huge majority of cases, it is women we are talking about. In
terms of women's real lives, this may be the single most important
political shift for a generation - remembering that the murders are
only the worst end of a spectrum of beatings, kickings and lacerations
that go on all the time.

So why this sudden awareness? For ance, the simplest explanation
seems the best one. At last, the slow incursion of women into public life
is having some effect. On the government benches, it is female
ministers like Harriet Harman, Barbara Roche, Hazel Blears, Yvette
Coaoper, and their backbench supporters such as Vera Baird, Maggie
Maran, Julia Drown and Fiona Mactaggart, who have been pushing this.
For the Taries, Caroline Spelman seems to have been £he moving force.
And without a main channel controller like Heggessey, would the BBC
have been quite so interested?

Along with some of the family tax changes and credits coming out of
the Treasury, this is the first real sign of the feminised political agenda
so many people thought they saw coming in 1997 - the first flicker of
hope that all those bland, smiling female faces clustered round Tony
Blair would actually make a difference. Along with them we now see a
clutch of senior wamen in top pasitions throughout television -

. Heggessey, but also Jane Root, Jana Bennett, Dawn Airey, never mind
the quangocracy. Of course, there are still far too few female
politicians, almost no senior female judges and hardly any real female
opinion formers in business. Too few female ministers are being
promoted just now. But the sisters are shuffling, if not marching, and
what a difference it already makes.

How much further might this go? What would be the effect on
transport paolicy, on the environment and on work-life laws if the
feminisation of politics continued? | don't know sbout you, but for me it
would be the first possibility in many years of beginning to scrub away
the grime of cynicism that has slowly blotted out most of our hopes
for public life.

http://politics.guardian.co.uk/comment/story/0,9115,857798,0 0.html
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