
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Councillor Claudia Webbe 

Executive Member for Environment & Transport 

   
Rt Hon Eric Pickles MP 
Secretary of State 
Department for Communities & Local Government 
Eland House 
Bressenden Place 
London  
SW1E 5DU  
 
Dear Mr Pickles,   
 
Re: 20mph Speed Limits  
 
I am writing to you concerning comments you made on Sky News on 19th January 2015 
regarding 20mph speed limits on local roads.  
 
In your interview you refer to the ground-breaking policy implemented by Islington Council 
to adopt 20mph limits on all roads managed by the council in the borough. I was surprised 
to learn of your comments and claims that this policy was “unreasonable” and “brings the 
law into contempt.”  
 
By reducing the speed at which vehicles travel on our roads, we have been able to make 
our roads safer for all road users and pedestrians. Islington is the most densely populated 
borough in the country and the road network was created before the invention of the car. It 
is therefore entirely appropriate for the local authority to seek solutions which make our 
roads safer for local residents.  
 
Our 20mph policy is also part of improving air quality in the borough and has seen public 
health benefits as a result of encouraging more active travel amongst residents – such as 
walking and cycling.  
 
I cannot fathom why you would describe such a successful policy as ‘unreasonable’, and 
why you would incorrectly claim that making our roads safer, in partnership with our 
colleagues in the police, brings the law into ‘contempt’.  
 
Research shows that on urban roads with low traffic speeds any 1mph reduction in 
average speed can reduce the collision frequency by around 6%. There is also clear 
evidence confirming the greater chance of survival of pedestrians at lower speeds, with 
The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA) finding a 2.5% chance of a 
pedestrian being fatally injured when struck at 20mph, compared to a 20% chance at 
30mph.  
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Since the introduction of the policy, we have worked with colleagues in the police to 
explain the new speed limits to local motorists. Having carried out 24 targeted ‘stop and 
advise’ speed reduction operations across 13 different locations, and speaking with more 
than 900 motorists, from October 2014 the police are now enforcing the speed limits and 
issuing fixed penalty notices where appropriate.  
 
I am pleased that many other London Boroughs have followed Islington’s lead in this area, 
with colleagues in Camden, Southwark, the City of London, and most recently Lewisham, 
adopting 20mph speed limit policies.  
 
Unfortunately, your colleague, the Mayor of London, has failed to recognise the need for 
him to play his part in making our roads safer and the air we breathe in Islington cleaner. 
The Mayor has refused to expand the 20mph limits to ‘red routes’ managed by Transport 
for London, and he has refused to replace old and polluting TfL buses in Islington.  
 
I hope that this letter has clarified why our 20mph policy is right for our borough and for 
many other areas of London.  
 
Before you make declarations about the reasonableness or legality of measures the public 
support in Islington, I hope you will think carefully about the facts and evidence on the 
ground first. By failing to do so on this occasion, your views appear totally out of touch with 
our borough.  
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
Councillor Claudia Webbe 


