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Labour announces plans for 8,000 more GPs and 20,000 more 
nurses to build an NHS with the time to care.
Patients have welcomed Ed Miliband’s 
commitment to invest in 8,000 more GPs, 
20,000 more nurses, 3,000 more midwives 
and 5,000 more home-care workers as part of 
Labour’s plan to build a NHS and social care 
system with the time to care for those who 
rely on it.

Labour’s plan will be fully funded by measures 
to clamp down on tax avoidance schemes 
that allow hedge funds and big companies to 
avoid paying taxes when they are due and by 
raising a tax on properties worth more than 
£2 million. 

The major announcement comes after 
repeated warnings that David Cameron 
has caused a crisis in the health service by 

putting private profit before patient care. 
The government is blamed for allowing vital 
services to be run down to the point at which 
nurses and doctors no longer have time to see 
patients in the way they would want. Elderly 
people needing care have been left isolated 
and without support.

David Cameron’s reorganisation has left the 
NHS in chaos: in the last twelve months over 
25,000 patients in Redditch & Bromsgrove 
have waited seven days or longer to see 
a GP and nearly 62 per cent of patients 
say they wait more than two days for a 
GP appointment. Experts are warning that 
hospitals are understaffed, and it is patients 
who are paying the price. 
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Local Labour candidate, Rebecca Blake, meets Shadow Health Secretary Andy Burnham MP
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GETTING A BETTER DEAL FOR REDDITCH 

ITS TIME TO BACK THE 
NEXT GENERATION

Rebecca Blake, Andy Burnham MP, and Labour activists campaigning 
for young people in Redditch

With Redditch having higher levels of youth unemployment than 
the county and national average, more must be done to ensure 
young people are not left behind. 
Every parent wants a better future for their 
children, that much goes without saying. So 
it’s tough now for parents who are helplessly 
watching as the Conservatives fail another 
generation of young people.
Under this Conservative-led Government, 
the number of 18-24 year olds claiming 
unemployment benefits for over a year has 
gone up. Young people and their parents are 

right to ask – what is this Government doing to 
help? The answer, of course, is not much.

That’s why parents have welcomed the recent 
news that Labour will guarantee a job and 
training for every young person out of work for 
a year, as well as expand apprenticeships and   
introduce new technical degrees – real action 
to give our young people a future.

JUST WHAT 
THE DOCTOR 
ORDERED

The Conservative NHS crisis 
has deepened yet again, with 
almost two thirds of patients 
reporting that they are unable 
to see their doctor within two 
days.
Carol, who is a pensioner from Woodrow 
shares her concerns with Rebecca: ‘When 
my twin sister was poorly she had to wait 
three weeks to see the GP. It’s getting 
harder and harder and it’s not right, if 
people are ill they shouldn’t have to wait, 
but the Conservatives aren’t doing anything 
about it.’ 

Labour will guarantee a GP appointment 
within two days, or on the same day if you 
need it. Sounds like just what the doctor 
ordered.

THE NHS WILL BE BETTER 
OFF WITH LABOUR
David Cameron promised the NHS would 
be safe in his hands. Since the last general 
election services at the Alex have been put 
under threat, GP waiting times are reaching 
four weeks, people are waiting longer for 
cancer treatments and mental health services 
have been decimated. Labour understands that 

the NHS, Social Care and Mental Health must 
be brought together to deliver care fit for the 
21st century. Labour’s investment in more 
staff for the NHS is fully funded by a mansion 
tax, clamping down on tax avoidance and a 
tax on tobacco companies’ profits.

- 20,000 more nurses
- 8,000 more family doctors
- 5,000 more home-care workers
- 3,000 more midwives
- Guaranteed GP appointment   within 48 hours

Carol from Woodrow has seen GP waiting 
times rise
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GETTING A BETTER DEAL FOR REDDITCH 
25 HOURS FREE CHILDCARE 
WITH LABOUR

Hard working families are warning that they are at breaking 
point, with the news that childcare costs are rising fast.
35,000 fewer early years places and the rising 
costs of childcare under the Conservatives 
means that some, like Semya Smith from 
Brockhill, who has reduced her hours at work 
and has help from her mother, is still left 
questioning why almost all of her wages go on 
paying someone else to look after her two-

year-old daughter. 
Labour will make work pay by providing 25 
hours free childcare for three and four year 
olds with working parents and guaranteeing 
access to care from 8am to 6pm for primary 
schoolchildren – real help for when parents 
need it most. 

LETS MAKE WORK PAY
Vote Labour in May and we 
will raise the minimum wage 
to £8 an hour over the next 
five years.  
This announcement comes after the news 
that under the Conservatives, hard working 
people are £1,600 a year worse off, and 
shows Labour taking action to make work 
pay. Local people tell Rebecca that the 

minimum wage just doesn’t stretch 
anymore – each month it is harder and 
harder to pay the bills. People work hard 
but it’s like treading water – with bills 
rising and wages stagnating, things 
are getting harder not easier under the 
Tories. Ed Miliband’s plan to raise the 
minimum wage will help local families 
who are working hard and just want the 
best for their loved ones.’

FREEZING 
BILLS, NOT 
FREEZING COLD

As winter approaches families 
across the country will be 
starting to feel the chill.
While the temperature falls, bills continue to 
rise and since 2010 David Cameron has let 
family energy bills rise by a whopping £300.  
This means big profits for energy companies 
but big bills for the rest of us.

That is why Labour will freeze gas and 
electric bills until 2017.  As well as reducing 
household bills this will save the average 
business £1800 in fuel costs. 

Labour will make sure that residents and 
businesses get a fairer deal on energy 
prices.  Labour will make big changes to stop
energy companies taking advantage of 
customers, with new, simpler pricing tariffs 
to help people find the best deal for them. 
Some warming news after all then. 



Q: What’s your favourite thing 
about Redditch?
A: There is an extraordinary sense of 
community in Redditch. So many people 
here try to do their best for their local 
area, often in difficult circumstances under    
David Cameron’s cost-of-living crisis. It is 
impossible to pick a single thing. I love 
walking our dog in our town’s open spaces, 
whether it is Arrow Valley Park, Morton 
Stanley or Pitcheroak Woods.   
 
Q: What made you stand as a 
Parliamentary Candidate in the 
Redditch Constituency?
A: Ultimately my own experiences and 
those of my family mean I know the 
difference between the opportunities a 
supportive government can give people 
and a government that seeks to reduce 
opportunity. I want to increase opportunities 
for people and as a local Councillor I’m 
limited by national  government in what 
I can do to help people. I’m not satisfied 
to operate within the    boundaries the 
Conservative-led government has set, I want 
to make sure everyone has a chance.
 

Q: People clearly feel let down 
by the Conservative government. 
What can you do to help people in 
Redditch?
A: As someone who has grown up here I 
have a strong grasp of how to make Redditch 
a better and more fair place to live, not 
just for the next five years, but for future 
generations. Opportunity, aspiration and 
pride must be grown in Redditch and the 
wider constituency in order for everyone to 
fulfil our potential. As a Labour MP I will vote 
to impose a price freeze on energy suppliers, 
scrap the bedroom tax and to remove 
legislation that harms our NHS.
 
Q: How will voting Labour make a 
difference?
A: I’m standing for Labour because I know 
we get a fairer society from a Labour 
government. I’m standing for Labour because 
I know the NHS does better under a Labour     
government. I’m standing for Labour 
because Labour is the party of work and the 
party that wants to work with others for the 
benefit of the many.    

If you have any issues or 
concerns, please do not hesitate 
to get in touch with me.
Or simply fill out and return the 
slip below, post it back for free 
and I will contact you.  

“ “

AN INTERVIEW WITH REBECCA BLAKE
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         07833 771 086
rebeccablake@redditchlabour.org.uk
www.rebecca4redditch.org.uk
Redditch Labour Party, Bordesley Chambers, 
1 Albert Street, Redditch, B97DA        

Ways to get in touch with Rebecca
@RebeccaBlake31

The Labour Party may contact you using the details you have supplied. If you prefer us not to contact you 
using the particular personal details, please write to the address above.

Please Return to: FREEPOST RTKA-GXCS-YJLR Rebecca Blake, Redditch Constituency Labour Party, REDDITCH, B97 4RL

In 2010 I voted for:

In 2015 I will vote:
Labour Conservative Other

Do you want to help Labour win in Redditch?
Yes, I’ll help Maybe

I’d like to talk to Rebecca, please contact me

I’m not around for polling day next May I 
would like to apply to vote by post

I WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU

Labour Conservative Other
Tell me what the issue are in your area:

Name: Phone:

Email:

Address:
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