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03/03/15 

Dear Mr Reed, 

 

Transparency of Worcestershire Acute Hospital Trust - OPEN LETTER  

 

Thank you for your additional reply dated 24th February.   

 

I’m afraid this still does not address my original request.  Not only is there a need for an 

independent investigation into claims of bullying, there must be an independent investigation into 

the alleged breakdown between the five A&E consultants and the management at WAHT. 

 

Since writing to you on the 14th February, it has been announced that an investigation will take 

place on the allegations of bullying, yet nothing about an investigation into why the consultants 

have resigned en masse. 

 

We are 19 days in since the whole A&E team resigned from the Alex and a total of five across the 

Trust and still we are no closer to understanding why.  How an earth will Redditch and the wider 

Trust be able to attract locum or permanent consultants until the reasons are investigated and 

any problems resolved.   

 

At the Health and Overview Scrutiny Committee today, local Councillor Pat Witherspoon asked 

the Trust if they could confirm receipt of a letter apparently sent by the consultants outlining their 

reasons for leaving and stating the consultants give the Trust permission to publish.  The Chief 

Executive of the Trust repeated she would not be discussing the matter. 

 



The lack of transparency surrounding this issue is damaging to our hospital.  I would be grateful for 

the following clarification. 

 

1. Does NHS England support an independent investigation into why the consultants have 

resigned? 

2. Will NHS England clarify the existence of such a letter from the consultants and if so, insist 

the Trust publish it in the interests of transparency? 

 

Furthermore, in regards to the ‘independent’ investigation that will take place into allegations of 

bullying.  I am dismayed to read that it is being called independent, while in the next breath that it 

is jointly commissioned by WAHT.  This makes the independence questionable.  In addition I sat in 

the Trust Board meeting on the 25th February to hear the Trust Board stating that they were 

currently scoping the remit of the investigation.  Again, this makes the independence 

questionable.   

 

How can I make a formal complaint that this ‘independent’ investigation from its inception, is not 

demonstrating independence? 

 

You are aware I am frustrated about the ‘tripartite’ working between yourselves, NTDA & Monitor, 

which results in a lack of accountability.  Please rest assured that I will, once again be challenging 

political decision makers for the chaos that the NHS is now in. 

 

I look forward to your reply. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Rebecca Blake 

 Parliamentary Candidate for Redditch 

cc David Flory, NTDA 

 David Bennett, Monitor 

 Cllr Bill Hartnett, Leader of RBC 

Cllr Pat Witherspoon 

Neal Stote, Chair of STA 
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