
DEREK VAUGHAN MEP 
 
November 2009 Update 
 
The first few months in my role as an MEP have flown by in a flash of meetings, both in the 
European Parliament and back home in Wales, and I hope this will give you a bit of an insight 
in to the work that I have been doing.   
 
One of my most important tasks has now been completed - setting up an office in Wales, so 
constituents are able to contact me with any issues they may have and stay in touch with the 
work I am doing. The contact details are:  
 
4th Floor, Transport House, 1 Cathedral Road, Cardiff, CF11 9SD 
Tel: 029 20 227660 Fax: 029 20 224759 
E-mail: contact@derekvaughanmep.org.uk 
 
You can also keep up to date with what I am doing, both in Wales and in Brussels by 
checking my website www.derekvaughanmep.org.uk.  
 
I am also looking at the possibility of having a presence in North Wales. I am in the process 
of securing suitable office space and as soon as I've set something up I will let you know.   
 
European Union Issues 
 
Lisbon Treaty 
The Irish electorate emphatically endorsed the Lisbon Treaty with 67% voting in favour. The 
Czechs have also now signed the Treaty which should come into force on 01 December 2009.  
David Cameron’s Tories have been forced into an embarrassing U-Turn on their referendum 
pledge on the Treaty and the old Conservative splits on Europe are continuing to bubble 
underneath the surface. 
 
Transitional Funding 
I have recently been campaigning on an issue of utmost importance to the people of Wales.  
Structural Funds will, coupled with match funding, drive a total investment of £3.5 billion in to 
Wales over the next few years. However, the expansion of the EU, coupled with Wales 
becoming more prosperous, has meant that Wales will no longer be eligible for structural 
funding in the future. Regions in Wales are likely to be above the 75% GDP threshold, which 
means that they will no longer qualify for Structural Funds post 2013. As part of my work, I 
will push to secure transitional status for Welsh regions in order to facilitate a "soft landing" 
for areas which might lose out.  
 
Committee Work 
 
Industry, Research & Energy 
Over the last couple of weeks the Industry, Energy and Research Committee has held in 
depth discussions on the future of energy policy for Europe.  These talks have looked at the 
options that are available to Europe to make sure that we are able to keep the lights on.   
 
There are a number of opinions on this issue, ranging from building a large number of new 
nuclear power plants, to investing all our resources towards developing renewable energies 
and becoming a zero-carbon EU.  There is also the "business as usual" approach, and a 
middle way that takes bits of each of these.  After listening to so many different views I 
would be interested to hear what you have to say on the issue, and any solutions that you 
can think of.  If you would like to contact me on this please e-mail me in Brussels on 
derek.vaughan@europarl.europa.eu 
 
Budget 



The 2010 EU budget procedure is now well underway. The Budget committee adopted their 
position on the key issues, which was voted on by the whole parliament in Strasbourg. I, 
along with my Socialist colleagues on the committee, voted to finance the second step of the 
economic recovery plan to help those in need in this time of financial crisis. In addition to 
this, Socialists were successful in pushing through commitments to provide aid for deprived 
people and funding for the fight against climate change.   
 
Working hard in Wales 
Keeping in touch with constituents in all parts of Wales is a key priority for me.  In recent 
months I have had the opportunity to visit and speak with various groups and organisations 
including Airbus (Broughton), Cardiff North CLP, Consumer Focus Wales, Dow Corning 
(Barry), Oxfam Cymru, University of Wales Institute Cardiff, and Yale College (Wrexham). 
 
I also have a busy workload representing individual constituents on their concerns and issues 
as well as participating in a number of campaigns ranging from animal protection to air 
transport for lung condition sufferers. 
 
Over the next few months, I will be looking to attend as many gatherings across the whole of 
Wales as possible.  To help me do this, I would be grateful if you could keep me informed of 
events in your area by letting my office in Cardiff know in plenty of time and I will try to 
make as many of them as I can. 
 
Latest press releases 

• EU provides £16m to develop potential business leaders in Wales - 
http://www.derekvaughanmep.org.uk/eu-provides-16m-to-develop-potential-
business-leaders-in-wales 

 
• MEP warns of deadly Carbon Monoxide risk - 

http://www.derekvaughanmep.org.uk/derek-vaughan-mep-warns-of-deadly-carbon-
monoxide-risk 

 
• Mid Wales to benefit from £3.5m EU boost - 

http://www.derekvaughanmep.org.uk/mid-wales-to-benefit-from-35m-eu-boost 
 

• European funding delivers £3m for Blaenau Ffestiniog regeneration - 
http://www.derekvaughanmep.org.uk/european-funding-delivers-3m-for-blaenau-
ffestiniog-regeneration  

 
 
Useful links 

• 10 things you should know about the Lisbon Treaty - 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/story_page/008-62269-292-10-43-901-
20091009STO62247-2009-19-10-2009/default_en.htm  

 
• European Parliament Website - 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/default_en.htm  
 

• My speeches in the European Parliament - 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sidesSearch/search.do?type=CRE&language=EN&ter
m=7&author=96918  

 
 


