
DEREK VAUGHAN MEP 
 
May I take this opportunity to thank you for all your support during the past 
twelve months and to wish you a very Happy New Year. 
 
Welcome to the January 2010 edition of my regular newsletter updating you 
on my latest campaigns and activities as your Labour Member of the 
European Parliament for Wales. 
 
As usual, various issues involving the EU continued to make the headlines as 
we ended 2009.  I have been extremely busy in Brussels and Strasbourg 
representing the interests of Wales and settling into the new responsibilities I 
have been given as part of changes to my committee membership.  Attending 
a number of events right across Wales, I have also had the chance to the see 
the difference that European funding is making on the ground in my 
constituency. 
 
European Union Issues 
 
Council President & Foreign Affairs Chief named 
EU leaders have recently chosen the Belgian Prime Minister, Herman van 
Rompuy, to be the first ever permanent European Council President with 
Labour’s Baroness Catherine Ashton from the UK assuming the role of High 
Representative for Foreign Affairs & Security Policy.  Both of them gained the 
unanimous support of all 27 EU leaders at a summit in Brussels held at the 
end of November.  Baroness Ashton’s appointment, in particular, will be key 
in ensuring that Britain’s voice is heard at the top table of European decision 
making 
 
Finance system reforms 
We have all seen the effects of the current financial crisis and there is clearly 
a need to reform our financial institutions so that the likelihood of the 
situation being repeated is minimised.  Legislation is planned in the EU to look 
at hedge funds, private equity firms and on how banks, insurers and 
securities firms can be monitored across borders.  New ways of working need 
to be created to end the culture of speculation and unnecessary risk which 
has contributed greatly to the current downturn and I strongly support the 
regulation of such institutions. 
 
Committee Work 
 
In December, I became a full member of the European Parliament’s 
Committee on Budgets which has a wide range of responsibilities covering the 
budget of the Union itself, decentralised bodies, the European Development 
Fund and the financial activities of the European Investment Bank.  With the 
Parliament returning to session this month, I will update you in future 



newsletters on any important, relevant issues that come before the 
Committee for its deliberations. 
 
As a result of this move, I have had to stand down from my role on the 
Committee on Industry, Research & Energy, although I will continue to 
monitor those topics closely, given the importance that they have to life here 
in Wales. 
 
In the constituency 
 
Over the past few months I have met with the following groups, organisations 
and businesses in Wales: Energybuild (Glynneath), Environment Agency 
Wales, Ford (Bridgend), Murco Refinery (Milford Haven), Neath CLP Women’s 
Forum, Parkinsons Disease Society Wales, Swansea University, Tidal Energy 
Ltd (St David’s), Welsh Assembly Government (First Minister). 
 
I have also met a number of individual constituents and made representations 
to appropriate agencies on issues including animal experimentation, economic 
development, food labelling, compulsory sheep tagging and pensions. 
 
Latest press releases 
 

• Welsh Labour MEP visits Ford Plant in Bridgend 
http://www.derekvaughanmep.org.uk/welsh-labour-mep-visits-ford-
plant-in-bridgend-  

 
• Euro MP challenges Barroso on future of Structural Funding post-2013 

- http://www.derekvaughanmep.org.uk/welsh-euro-mp-challenges-
barroso-on-future-of-structural-funding  

 
• MEP welcomes Bangor University students to European Parliament - 

http://www.derekvaughanmep.org.uk/welsh-labour-mep-welcomes-
bangor-university-students-to-european  

 
• Manufacturing “key” to economic recovery - 

http://www.derekvaughanmep.org.uk/welsh-euro-mp-manufacturing-
key-to-economic-recovery- 

 
• £17m EU funding boost to tackle South & West Wales youth education 

problems - http://www.derekvaughanmep.org.uk/17m-eu-funding-
boost-to-tackle-south--west-wales-youth-education 

 
• EU budget plans “seriously damaging for Wales” - 

http://www.derekvaughanmep.org.uk/eu-budget-plans-seriously-
damaging-for-wales-says-labour-mep 

 
Useful links 
 



• My website - http://www.derekvaughanmep.org.uk/home 
 

• My Twitter page - http://twitter.com/derekvaughan 
 

• My You Tube page - 
http://www.youtube.com/profile?gl=GB&user=DerekVaughanMEP 

 
Contact me 
 

• By post – 4th Floor, Transport House, 1 Cathedral Road, Cardiff, CF11 
9SD 

 
• By phone – 02920 227660 

 
• By e-mail – contact@derekvaughanmep.org.uk  

 
Information Calendars 
 
I have a few thousand of my pocket sized 2010 information calendars still left 
to distribute through the letter boxes.  If your branch or CLP are out and 
about campaigning on the doorsteps in the next few months and would be 
able to help me reach as many people in all parts of Wales as possible, then 
please get in touch with my office and they will send you as many copies as 
you require. 
 
Best Wishes 
 
 
Derek Vaughan MEP 
Labour Member of the European Parliament, Wales    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


