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Season's greetings and welcome to this month's newsletter.
During the past month I have hosted a group of students from
Bangor University at the European Parliament in Strasbourg,
Labour has taken action against violence towards women and
finally, we have looked at measures to tackle youth
unemployment in Europe.

Bangor University students visit Brussels

It was my pleasure to host a group of 32 students from Bangor
University at the recent plenary session in Strasbourg. The visit
enabled the students to gain a deeper understanding of the
important role that the European Union plays in Wales. It was
good to see young Welsh students enthusiastic about learning
more about Europe and the work of the parliament.

Violence against women

Violence against women is still taking place on a daily basis
across Europe's towns and cities. This is both tragic and
unacceptable and a lot more must be done to bring a complete
end to it. I therefore supported the latest report discussed in
Strasbourg regarding violence against women and will continue to
support any measures to prevent this terrible crime.

Tackling Youth Unemployment

Finally, with the sluggish recovery in many parts of Europe, youth
unemployment still remains a major concern across Wales and
Europe as a whole. To help address this on-going concern I along
with my colleagues voted in support of stronger measures to
effectively combat youth unemployment and social injustice
across the EU.

TTIP

The Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership has had a
great deal of media coverage recently and I wanted to give you a
brief update on where things stand. Firstly, this agreement is still
in the very early stages of negotiation and might not even be
presented to the Parliament before the end of this term (2014-
2019). Negotiators have not yet agreed any proposals on public
services or Investor-State Dispute Settlement (ISDS), nor have
they agreed on any of the proposals that could potentially benefit
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they agreed on any of the proposals that could potentially benefit
UK companies and consumers, such a removing the barriers that
prevent UK SMEs exporting to the US.

As Labour MEPs, we have made it clear that we will oppose any
deal that endangers the NHS. The current UK government can
easily obtain the exclusion of the NHS from any future deal, and
we must keep pressing it to do so. We will also not support any
deal that in any way limits the sovereignty of the British people
and the autonomy of its elected representatives, in particular
through flawed Investor State Dispute Settlement mechanisms. I
will keep you informed of our work throughout the negotiation
process.

UKIP update

Please find an updated briefing on UKIP below.

UKIP is a party of Tory money, Tory people and Tory policies.
They claim to be on the side of working people, but the truth is
UKIP is made up of senior figures with a history in the Tory party.
UKIP relies more and more on Tory funding and UKIP shares a
Tory policy agenda. The only difference is that UKIP is an even
more damaging prospectus for Britain’s future than the Tories.

Analysis by Labour shows that UKIP is reliant on Tory money:

• UKIP has experienced a dramatic increase in the amount of
donations received from former Tory donors in past three
quarters.

• 24 Tory backers are now bankrolling Nigel Farage and have
given a total of £2.25 million.

• In the last quarter, almost 90 per cent of UKIP’s funding came
from Tory funders.

• Tory donors with ties to the financial sector have given UKIP
more than £700,000.

UKIP is made up of Tory people:

• More than 25 per cent of UKIP candidates selected for the 2015
General Election have previously been involved with the Tories.
That’s almost 60 ex-Tories who are now seeking election under
UKIP.

• UKIP’s candidate list includes former Conservative staffers,
several local party chairmen and a party election agent. More
than a third of UKIP PPCs with a Tory background used to be Tory
Councillors. Seven more have tried and failed to get elected as
Conservative Party candidates.

• More than half of UKIP’s leadership has previously been
involved in the Conservative party, as Lords, MPs, Councillors,
candidates and local party Chairman.

A vote for UKIP is a vote for:

• Higher taxes for working families
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• Higher taxes for working families

• Huge tax giveaways for the rich

• Even deeper cuts to the public services you rely on

• Charges to see your GP

• Scrapping your rights as a worker

• Ending the requirement for people on benefits to look for work

Analysis of UKIP’s tax plans show they are standing up for
millionaires and the richest, not ordinary hardworking people, and
are offering a tax cut worth more than £100,000 to more than
16,000 millionaires. George Osborne and David Cameron have
repeatedly refused to rule out a further cut to the top rate and
both the Tories and UKIP have both floated their support for a flat
tax. Both policies would, once again, benefit those at the top of
the income scale and penalise those at the bottom..

Analysis of UKIP health policy shows that they support increased
privatisation and GP charging.

UKIP votes against worker’s rights

• UKIP MEPs voted against a report that highlighted the
differences in national legal requirements concerning the
responsibility of employers towards their staff during
restructuring, and they voted against recommendations on
company obligations to inform and consult workers, as well as on
anticipation and management of restructuring.

• UKIP recently voted against calls to ensure that the future EU-
US free trade agreement reflects "the highest existing social,
environmental, health and labour standards".

• UKIP voted against corporate social responsibility proposals for
businesses in the EU, including recommendations on ethical
business, sustainable development and corporate accountability.
They voted against calling on the European Commission to bring
forward proposals to ensure better and swifter access to justice
for violation of human and labour rights.

According to their 2012 Small Business Policy, UKIP want to get
rid of employers' National Insurance, reduce health and safety
laws and reduce employment rights.

• In this paper, UKIP says permanent employees should be paid
less than temporary workers: "As a general rule, there is a price
to be paid for better job security and holiday entitlement, and that
is to accept lower wages or salary than offered to those on short-
term contracts".

• The policy paper adds: "UKIP would put an end to most
legislation regarding matters such as weekly working hours,
holidays and holiday [sic], overtime, redundancy or sick pay".

• UKIP would also cut sick pay by £22 a week, and slash
maternity pay by two-thirds. Under UKIP, Maternity, Paternity and
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maternity pay by two-thirds. Under UKIP, Maternity, Paternity and
Adoption Pay would be a basic £64 a week payment, less than ten
hours pay at minimum wage a week. Currently, a woman who
works fulltime on the minimum wage gets £9,846.93 net for a
year spent on maternity leave. Under UKIP, it would be £3,328.

• UKIP wants to abolish national employment tribunal law.

• UKIP would end unfair dismissal or discrimination claims for
employees who have worked less than two years.

• UKIP would abolish fines and closures for unsafe workplaces.

• UKIP MEPs voted with the Tories to keep self-employed exempt
from laws on working hours in June 2010, despite research
showing 50% of European lorry drivers have fallen asleep at the
wheel.

Other UKIP proposals on workers’ rights

• UKIP MEPs argue that white asbestos is safe and voted against
calls for a ban on all forms of asbestos in February 2013.
Asbestos-related illness is the single largest cause of work-related
deaths.

• UKIP don't support a Youth Jobs Guarantee. In January 2013,
UKIP MEPs voted against calling on EU employment ministers to
agree to bring in national job guarantee schemes for young
unemployed people.

UKIP’s leading figures want to privatize the NHS

Deputy leader Paul Nuttall said in May that “It is increasingly clear
that the NHS, in its present form, is not fit for purpose in the 21st
Century, thus change is required sooner rather than later.” He
congratulated the Conservatives: “for bringing a whiff of
privatisation into the beleaguered National Health Service”, adding
“the very existence of the NHS stifles competition, and as
competition drives quality and choice, innovation and
improvements are restricted.”

These comments were scrubbed off his blog some time later when
it hit the general press.

Immigration Policy

UKIP:

• would make it more difficult to stop illegal immigration and
tackle the crisis at Calais because they would make it harder to
get France to do more.

• would make it harder to deport foreign criminals or stop them
entering because they would abolish the European Arrest
Warrant.

• are not serious about tackling undercutting of wages because
they want to scrap employment rights.

Labour:
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• will introduce exit checks and prioritise a system of counting
people in and out.

• will strengthen enforcement of illegal immigration, including re-
introducing fingerprint checks for illegal immigrants in Calais.

• will change the law and make it easier to deport EU criminals for
first offences when they arrive in Britain.

• Will take much stronger action to stop employers who are
exploiting cheap migrant labour to undercut wages.

Hitler-defenders and misogynists - UKIP's sickening new
allies

Nigel Farage has aligned himself with a controversial character in
Europe.

On 16 October it was announced that Latvian MEP Iveta Grigule
had left the EFDD grouping of which UKIP are members, leaving
the group representing only six nationalities. Since the minimum
threshold for forming a grouping is the representation of seven
nationalities, the EFDD was dissolved. However, less than one
week later, it has been confirmed that the previously non-aligned
Polish MEP, Robert Ivashkievich, will join the EFDD, leading to
their reinstatement.

However, members of the Congress of the New Right (KNP) Party
which Robert Ivashkievich MEP represents have a reputation as
an extremist party and have been widely condemned for holding
very unsavoury views. The leader, Janusz Korwin-Mikke holds
controversial views.

“A controversial populist Polish MEP who pledged to “raise hell” in
the European Parliament sparked uproar when he used the word
“niggers” during a speech lambasting unions and the minimum
wage. Living up to his promise, Janusz Korwin-Mikke faced
heckles from the floor during his short speech on European
employment policy, which was cut short by the speaker.

Speaking in English and referring to a policy promoted by
President John F Kennedy, Mr Korwin-Mikke said its result was
that “four million niggers lost jobs”. “Now we have 20 million
Europeans who are now the negroes of Europe,” he continued
with a slight change in his wording. “Therefore, 20 million young
Europeans are treated like negroes.”

With the European elections coming the following month, Korwin-
Mikke was asked whether his views on the voting rights of
females had changed? Here are his latest thoughts on this issue:

“I haven’t changed my beliefs. Women still should not have the
right to vote. Just choose any political meeting at random and see
how many women are present.”

Mr Korwin-Mikke is one of the most controversial figures in Polish
politics. During the EP campaign, for example, he appeared to:
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politics. During the EP campaign, for example, he appeared to:
agree with Russian President Vladimir Putin that Poland had
trained ‘Ukrainian terrorists’ who took part in the demonstrations
that led to the downfall of the country’s previous pro-Moscow
government; claim that there was no proof that Adolf Hitler was
aware of the Holocaust; and argue that the difference between
rape and consensual sex was very subtle, implying that some
apparent victims actually wanted to have intercourse.

Farage – the son of Thatcher

Farage to the Sun, April 2014 : "I'm the only politician keeping the
flame of Thatcherism alive".

Working for Wales

EU funding approved

Last month, the European Commission approved the new
European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) for Wales which will
see £960m in EU funds help to boost the economy and create jobs
in West Wales and the Valleys. A further £162m will go to East
Wales taking the total ERDF funding for Wales to £1.1 billion.

This is excellent news for West Wales and the Valleys which
receive an enormous amount of financial support from the EU. I
am pleased that my work, along with that of the Welsh
Government, to secure additional levels of funding, has paid off.
In fact, Wales is a net beneficiary of EU funds. We receive £70
per person per year more than we put in. Wales depends on this
funding which is just one reason why our membership of the EU is
so important.

The ERDF funding will go towards the following programmes:

• £310m for Research and Innovation;
• £198m to boost competitiveness, including through business
finance;
• £439m for Connectivity and Urban Development, which includes
£252m for transport, including scope to support transformational
public transport investments such as the Metro in the Cardiff
Capital City Region, and other improvements including the A55
and A40;
• £154m for renewable energy and energy efficiency.

The European Social Fund (ESF) for Wales, worth £804 million of
EU funds investment, has been ‘agreed in principle’, with formal
approval from the Commission expected within the next few
weeks. The ESF will focus on supporting skills and helping people
into work, bringing the total of EU funding for Wales to around
£2bn.

Keeping in touch

I have continued to hold meetings on a wide range of matters of
interest to Wales including with Swansea Bay Tidal Lagoon, the
Welsh Local Government Association and the EnAlgae team
amongst others.
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amongst others.

I am currently putting my diary together for the early months of
next year which will include visits around Wales, participating in
local meetings and assisting with preparations for the important
General Election due in May 2015. I am always keen to meet with
as many groups, community organisations and businesses as
possible and if you would like to find out more then please do not
hesitate to get in touch with my Cardiff office.

I hope this information is useful. If you have any questions or if
there is an EU issue I can assist with please don't hesistate to get
in touch.

Derek Vaughan MEP

Member of the European Parliament

Labour, Wales
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