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Immigration is undoubtedly an emotive issue, and the OUT 

Campaign have been talking a lot about the “dangers” of 

immigration based on what is, quite frankly, scaremongering. 

This isn’t to say that there aren’t issues and a debate to be 

had on refugees and the broader issue of immigration. But 

what this booklet will provide you with is 8 facts that set the 

record straight. You can use these in your conversations on 

the doorstep to help publicise the real choice facing Britain in 

June. 

 

Derek Vaughan, MEP for Wales 

 

 



 
 

 

1. We Have Control of Our Borders  

 

As anyone who’s ever been back through an 

airport or Dover and found themselves 

rummaging around for their passport can 

confirm, everyone entering the UK, EU citizen 

or not, has their passport checked for validity. 

This is to prevent criminals on the run and 

others from entering the country. Once here, 

we can still deport EU citizens. In 2015/16 the 

UK deported 3,026 European Economic Area Nationals away from the UK. 

 

2. Being in the EU gives us More Control over Our Borders 

At the moment the UK border is patrolled and manned at Calais, with French 

permission. This is why you see refugee camps in France and not Folkestone on 

the news. But, if we left the EU the French would have no incentive not to just 

wave everyone in those camps out of France, out of the EU, and into the UK.  

 

3. Being in the EU Helps us Catch British 

Criminals 

 

It also means criminals can’t just flee to escape British 

justice, remember the Costa del Crime? That’s no 

longer a headline, because Britain can now use EU 

agencies like EUROPOL, or tools like the European Arrest Warrant to catch 

British criminals abroad. This is exactly how the attempted Shepherd Bush 

bomber Hussain Osman was caught and returned to face British justice, as well 

as the murderer Jason McKay. Since 2010 17 Welsh criminals have been 

brought back to face justice in Welsh law courts thanks to the EAW. 

 



 
 

4.Immigration Doesn’t Really Effect 

Wages  

Academic studies have been clear, 

immigration does not really effect wages. A 

2013 study found that the impact of 

immigration on average wages was about a 

0.1-0.3% increase for every 1% migration 

added to the labour force. Statistically 

speaking the effect has been essentially zero. Other pressures like globalisation 

are much more important in effecting wages, the UK Government and big 

business, it’s not the EU that’s to blame on this one. In fact, the EU upholds 

workers’ rights to sick pay and maternity leave that many people backing 

Brexit would like to get rid of.  

 

5. UK Citizens Abroad Cost much more to other EU Countries than EU Citizens 

cost this Country 

 

Thanks to the EU UK citizens living in the EU get access to healthcare. In return 

EU citizens get access to British healthcare. The EU pays 5 times more treating 

UK than the UK pays treating EU citizens. It would cost the NHS a lot more to 

be forced to treat these people.  

 

For example, Spain pays 30 x more treating UK citizens than the UK spends 

treating Spanish citizens.  

 

 6. E.U Citizens are an Asset to Britain  

Between 2000 and 2011 EU citizens living in the UK made a net contribution of 

£20 billion to the UK economy. That’s how much more they put in than they 

took out. Their taxes helped pay for hospitals and schools, their custom helped 

businesses all over the country turn a profit. They’re also less likely to claim 

benefits or use the health service than the average Welsh person. 



 
 

 

7. Leaving the EU Won’t Make a Difference to Immigration 

 

In 2014 60% of work related migrants in the UK come from outside the EU. In 

fact only 5.9% of workers in the UK are from the EU. Norway and Switzerland, 

often portrayed as examples of the advantages of not being in the EU, have 

much higher levels of immigration than the UK does. The right of EU citizens to 

go and work there is written into their deals with the EU. If we want a deal, we 

will have to allow free movement.  

 

8. There are almost as many UK Citizens living in the EU  

It is often forgotten in this debate that there are almost 2 million UK citizens 

who live in the rest of the EU, this is a big counter balance to the over 2 million 

EU citizens living in the EU. 

The Leave campaign have also admitted they “don’t know” what will happen 

to UK citizens living in Europe after the referendum. 


