
“If the UK is no longer a 

member of the EU … it 

would make it harder for  

Britain to fight terrorism  

and crime.” - Robert 

Wainwright head of Europol  

The European Arrest Warrant  

 The European Arrest Warrant allows the quick extradition of a crimi-

nal suspect from one European country to another. Before ,we were 

relying on a treaty from 1957 to extradite British criminals abroad.  

 This meant anyone with a decent lawyer could delay facing justice for 

years.  Before the EAW the average time  taken for an extradition was 

a year, now it only takes an average 48 days for suspects to be sent 

to face the law courts where they have been charged. This was the 

process that meant Hussain Osman, the attempted 21/7 bomber, was 

quickly brought to face our courts having initially fled to Italy. 

Sharing Intelligence and Tracking Cross border Crime  

 We are a full part of the Schengen information system and 

EUROPOL . These help our police co-operate with other forces 

across Europe to stop international crime.  

 By pooling resources with other European countries we can 

work together to help tackle terrorism, trafficking and cyber-

crime . The former Director of Public Prosecution Kier Starmer 

said that Britain had been one of the “heaviest” users of EU 

criminal record data. Leaving would make this co-operation 

more difficult than it needs to be.  

 

We Control Our Borders  

 We are not inside the Schengen area and therefore everyone coming into the 

UK legally must be checked ,and present a valid passport. We can use this to 

track movements in and out of the country.  

 By co-operating with France the UK border is at Calais not Dover, outside of the 

EU France would have much less reason to co-operate. 

 In the area of Justice and Home Affairs, so things like terrorism, we get to 

choose what we are a part of  and what we don’t want to apply. This is a 

unique deal that gives the UK real flexibility, we can pick and choose what we 

opt into to help combat crime and terrorism.  


