
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How the EU helps communities, 

businesses and people in rural Wales  

The EU 

and Rural 

Wales 

The Office of Derek Vaughan MEP 



 

 

The EU is Good for Welsh Rural Communities  

 

The EU is backing the Welsh Government Rural Development Plan which extends from 2014-2020 

this will  

- Improve competitiveness in agriculture  

- Ensure the sustainable management of resources and climate action 

- Increase and maintain employment 

- And gives Wales access to European wide funding programme worth €99.6 billion 

This programme won’t exist without European funding. And backs projects such as European 

Innovation Partnership for Agricultural Productivity and Sustainability within Wales (EIP Wales). This 

is aimed at pooling people who have different scientific and agricultural backgrounds to tackles 

specific problems in Welsh agriculture, and thereby improve efficiency in agriculture.   

 

The EIP Wales gives each Local Authority flexibility with its own projects, for instance Gwynedd’s 

project themes include, adding value to local identity and natural and cultural resources, facilitating 

pre-commercial projects, the exploitation of digital technology and renewable at a community level.  

It also helps protects rural communities through providing money for infrastructure projects such as 

the flood defences at Ceredigion, which received £5.5 million for its first phase. 

The EU has also created lots of jobs and help businesses directly in rural Wales, in Gwynedd alone EU 

projects have created 500 enterprises, assisted another 1380, created 1835 jobs, helped almost 

1500 people into other jobs and sent 1150 onto further education. This shows how much the EU is 

backing rural Wales.  

 

The EU is Good for Welsh Farmers  

- Wales will receive £2.4 billion from the Common Agricultural Policy in 2014-2020 

 

- Wales Received £2.25 billion from the CAP in 2007-2020 

 

- That makes £4.65 billion since 2007  

 

- Without this money 90% of our farmers would go bankrupt  

 

- 16,000 farmers in Wales receive direct support from the EU every 

year. 



 

The EU is also BY FAR the Biggest Market for our Farmers  

- 73% of British Farming Exports are to the EU  

 

So Tariffs are a Big Threat to Welsh Farming 
- Countries outside the EU have to pay tariffs to the EU on many food imports. For instance 

Norway pays 12% on salmon.  

 

- Welsh Lamb could be hit with a 47% tariff if we vote to leave the EU 

 

- Wheat would face charges of 12.8% 

 

- Our farmers would be competing with European farmers who would still be getting 

subsidies. The UK Government has said it wouldn’t be able to replace the whole subsidy that 

Welsh farmers currently get from the EU. 

 

- Tariffs will make exporting more expensive and Welsh farms less competitive in comparison 

to Europe.  

 

Welsh Farmers are in Favour of IN  
- National Farmers Union Cymru  

“Our future depends on our ability to trade and to have ready access to the widest possible range of 

markets. Our present situation highlights the importance of having the necessary support 

mechanisms to deal with periods of extreme volatility.” 

 

- Farmers’ Union of Wales  

"We believe a ‘Yes’ vote is the best answer for farming, the rural economies and the Welsh economy 

as a whole”  

http://www.fwi.co.uk/news/nfu-cymru-declares-its-hand-in-eu-referendum-vote.htm
http://fuw.org.uk/date-for-eu-referendum-a-welcome-step-in-the-right-direction-fuw-says/

