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Rebuttals to common Leave attack lines

“We can’t control our borders” 
“The EU causes excessive immigration”

We have strict border controls, not being part of the Schengen passport-free area.  Thanks to being in the EU, 
we control the border better: at Calais, not Dover, with shared intelligence.

Most migrants in Britain come from outside the EU and it’s entirely up to us how we deal with them.

Within the EU, there is a reciprocal right of free movement, with almost as many Brits in other EU countries as 
others here.  Those EU citizens here pay a third more in tax than they take in benefits and services combined.

For more, see: http://www.richardcorbett.org.uk/cant-control-borders/

“The cost of membership is too high”

Britain’s gross contribution to the shared EU budget corresponds to 0.8% of the average taxpayer’s tax bill. 
For every £1 we put in, we get nearly £10 back in economic benefits. UKIP’s claim of £55 million per day is more 
than double our actual contribution and takes no account of what we get back.

Spending money at EU level can save money at national level. For example, the joint medical research 
programmes avoid duplication and gain economies of scale. Even the CAP is cheaper than 28 competing 
systems of agricultural subsidies would be!

For more, see: http://www.richardcorbett.org.uk/eu-membership-costs-us-a-fortune/

“Most of our laws are made in Brussels”

The House of Commons Library, which is politically neutral and well placed to look at this, reckons it’s more 
like 13.2%. 

The laws we make jointly at European level are mostly common rules for our common market on consumer 
protection, environmental standards, workplace rights and fair competition. 

For more, see: http://www.richardcorbett.org.uk/laws-from-brussels/

“The EU inflicts costly red tape on our businesses”

Replacing 28 divergent national rules with a single rule for the single market cuts red tape for business 

In any case, calling rules that protect consumers, workers and the environment “red tape” is an old tactic of 
big corporations. 
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For more, see: http://www.richardcorbett.org.uk/british-businesses-are-drowning-in-eu-red-tape/

“EU membership weakens our sovereignty”

Pooling sovereignty, exercising it jointly to do things we can’t do alone, is a gain in our real ability to secure our 
objectives. It’s what we do in the UN, WTO, NATO, EU and many other structures. 

What is key, is not the theoretical right to act alone, but the real power to secure our best interests. 

Leaving the EU would diminish our power, influence, ability to get things done and our capacity to defend our 
interests.

“The EU is undemocratic”

EU legislation can only be adopted if it passes two democratic tests: approval of ministers from elected national 
governments in the EU Council and approval of directly elected MEPs in the European Parliament. 

The famous “Brussels bureaucrats” (the European Commission) only have the right to propose, not decide, 
European legislation. 

For more, see: http://www.richardcorbett.org.uk/which-democratic-deficit/

“We must escape from the Common Fisheries Policy”

Fish have the unfortunate habit of swimming from one country’s waters to another. The only way to manage fish 
stocks, when new technologies enable boats rapidly to locate and catch fish, is to do it jointly. 

True, we did it badly. But the Common Fisheries Policy was reformed three years ago. Even Greenpeace said the 
reformed CFP  is “the solution to many of the struggles facing local fishermen”.

For more, see: http://www.richardcorbett.org.uk/fishing/

“We must escape from the Common Agricultural Policy”

All industrialised countries, from America to Japan, subsidise agriculture for reasons of security of food supply, 
environment and to avoid catastrophic depopulation of the countryside. 

Having a common system, rather than competing systems, of subsidising farming in Europe, saves money and 
allows fairer competition. British agricultural exports were worth £12.8 billion in 2014, three quarters of which 
went to other EU countries. Leaving would shut farmers out of this vital export market, spelling disaster for 
British farming.

“We should leave to avoid TTIP”

Outside the EU, this government would sign us up to a bilateral TTIP with all the worst features. Inside EU, there 
are many who share the concerns expressed by campaigners. The EP will not ratify the agreement unless those 
concerns are addressed. Thank goodness this is being negotiated at EU level!

For more, see: http://www.richardcorbett.org.uk/eu-shoving-undemocratic-trade-deal-throats/
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“Greece was badly treated with the EU imposing austerity”

The bailout loans for Greece were not from the EU budget but from the IMF and other Eurozone countries. They 
indeed imposed strict conditions on Greece for the third bailout loan. How would Brexit change this?

Indeed, the Greek Syriza government doesn’t want to even leave the euro, let alone the EU — nor does it want 
Britain to do so. 

Greece is anyway a special case, not comparable to the debate on austerity in Britain or in other EU countries.

For more, see: http://www.richardcorbett.org.uk/greece-a-deal-but/

“The ECJ is too powerful”

The Court does not create law. It settles disagreements referred to it on the meaning of texts adopted by 
ministers. 

A former (British) President of the Court said “the Court does not take political decisions, but it does, sometimes, 
have to remind politicians  of the decisions they have taken”.

Without a common court to settle disagreements, each country could wriggle out of mutual commitments and 
agreements made. 

The judges are appointed by member states, not by the EU institutions. 

For more, see: http://www.richardcorbett.org.uk/unelected-judges-are-telling-us-what-to-do/

“The euro crisis means we should leave”

The worldwide economic downturn also affected the eurozone. The countries in it are discussing whether they 
might need to do more together to manage the fact that they share a common currency. But Britain is not part 
of this, nor are we liable to join any bailout loans to countries in difficulty.

Several countries both inside and outside the eurozone were particularly badly affected by the crisis. Others, like 
Germany, have done relatively well. Eurozone membership has not been the determining factor.

“Nationalisation becomes impossible under EU rules”

Art 345 of the treaty specifies that the issue of ownership is a national decision. 

If a country decides to privatise a sector and open it to tender, then it must accept tenders from across the single 
European market. But it can choose to keep a sector public.

Indeed, very good railway systems in many EU countries are publicly owned. So is the UK system in Northern 
Ireland. 

For more, see: http://www.richardcorbett.org.uk/renationalisation-impossible/

“The NHS is under threat”

This ludicrous claim has all the hallmarks of the Leave campaign’s Project Fear. 
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The biggest threat to the NHS would be the economic disaster of Brexit. 

There is no EU rule requiring privatisation of the NHS.  EU migrants in Britain pay more in than they take out.  
Many NHS doctors and nurses have come from other EU countries, helping to avoid a shortage. 

The threats to the NHS are home-made. 

For more, see: http://www.richardcorbett.org.uk/eu-health-tourism-costs-the-nhs-billions/

“If we leave, we can keep full access to the EU single market”

We would have to negotiate that with the 27 other EU countries, having just walked out slamming the door. For 
us, this negotiation would be vital, as nearly half of what we sell in the world goes to other EU countries: 14% of 
our GDP. For them, it is somewhat less vital: 2.5% of their GDP. Who would have the upper hand in those talks?

And even if we managed to get such access, we’d have to accept all the EU single market  rules - but have no say 
on them anymore!

For more, see: http://www.richardcorbett.org.uk/stay-in-single-market/

“If we leave, we can ‘go global’ and trade with the rest of the world”

We already do trade with the rest of the world. To continue to do so, we would have to negotiate new trade 
agreements with countries across the world to replace the ones we currently have through the EU — which 
were negotiated with the full clout of the world’s largest market behind us. Negotiating just as Britain would be 
unlikely to gain us a better result. 

For more, see: http://www.richardcorbett.org.uk/our-most-important-markets-are-china-and-the-us-not-the-eu/

“The Remain campaign is based on Project Fear”

There is indeed much to be fearful about if we were to leave the EU, but the Remain campaign has mostly 
offered a positive message about our partnership with other European countries.

By contrast, the Leave campaign has run unfounded scare stories about the EU, from alleged threats to the NHS 
(?!) to immigration to the end of democracy.

 They have also tried to bully pro-EU voices into silence: http://www.richardcorbett.org.uk/muzzled/


