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BRITAIN: BETTER OFF IN THE EUROPEAN UNION
Jobs and prosperity

• As part of the EU, Britain benefits from being part of 
the biggest single market in the world. It means British 
businesses can import and export goods without facing 
trade tariffs, and small and medium-sized firms can access 
better supply chains. 
• Almost half the UK’s trade and foreign investment comes 
from the EU, supporting more than 3 million UK jobs. 
• EU funds have helped transform some of our poorest 
regions and are driving UK research and innovation, creating 
the high-tech jobs and industries of the future.

Improving national security

• Thanks to European cooperation on security and policing, 
more than 4,000 suspected criminals have been sent 
back to other EU countries.
• Over 700 suspects have been brought back to face 
justice in the UK from elsewhere in the EU, including one of 
the 21/7 bombers.
• European cooperation was instrumental in negotiating a 
landmark nuclear deal with Iran.
• EU funds help to counter the spread of extremism in 
neighbouring countries and beyond.
• The EU supports vital economic and political reforms in 
countries such as the Western Balkans and Turkey.

Strengthening rights

•  British workers benefit from EU laws that ensure at least 
four weeks’ paid holiday and extended parental leave.
• Thanks to the EU, part-time workers have the same 
rights as full-time staff and the well-being of all workers 
is protected by high health and safety standards in the 
workplace.
• The needs of consumers are at the centre of the EU’s 
work. The EU has made flights cheaper, brought down 
credit card fees and is abolishing mobile roaming 
charges.

Environment and development

• The EU is a pioneer in promoting action to protect our 
environment. Thanks to EU environmental standards, 
Britain has cleaner air, beaches, rivers and seas. 
• European initiatives have helped safeguard the natural 
habitats of British wildlife, as well as putting in place key 
animal welfare measures.
• Europe has led global efforts to combat climate change.
• The EU’s development aid has transformed millions of 
lives across the globe, helping to connect over 70 million 
people to clean drinking water and enrol over 13.5 million 
children in primary education.

WHAT HAS EUROPE EVER DONE FOR ME?

• Four weeks’ paid holiday per year

• Equal treatment for full and part-time staff
• Extended parental leave

• The right to equal pay for men and women
• Protection from discrimination on the grounds of age, 
gender, race, religion, disability and sexuality

• LGBTI rights enshrined in law
• Cheaper flights and more routes

• Access to emergency healthcare in other EU countries
• Compensation if flights are delayed or cancelled

• Lower debit and credit card fees for shoppers
• £3,000 a year benefit to an average UK household

• Mobile roaming charges slashed, and abolished in 2017
• Disabled access to buses and assistance for disabled 
passengers on other forms of public transport

• Human rights protected in law
• Hassle-free travel when visiting other EU countries

• A 14-day cooling off period for online purchases
• The ability to work or retire in any EU member state

• Nutrition and allergen information on food labels and in 
restaurants   

• And much, much more!

As well as making trade easier and working in our interests on the global stage, the EU also exists to make life easier for 
European citizens. Labour MEPs are at the forefront of these efforts, representing the views of people across all regions of 
the UK at the EU level.



EURO MYTHS - BUSTED
Doesn’t Europe cost Britain too much?

The benefits of Britain’s EU membership – lower prices, jobs, 
trade and investment – are worth more than £3,000 a year 
to the average UK household. That’s almost 10x the £340 
that each household pays into the EU budget.

The UK receives money from various EU programmes, 
including support for small businesses, money for the 
redevelopment of deprived areas, and research grants.

Why can’t we be like Norway or Switzerland?

Neither Norway nor Switzerland are EU members, but 
both pay into the EU budget and have to accept the free 
movement of people. Both countries must abide by EU trade 
regulations but have no role in negotiations.

Adopting the Norwegian or Swiss model would mean that 
the UK would not be able to influence the direction of EU 
rules, even if those rules would be harmful to the interests of 
British businesses or families.
 
Why does Brussels impose rules on the UK?

Most EU laws require the consent of both the European 
Parliament and national ministers. MEPs and ministers can 
vote against proposals that would harm UK interests, and 
the Prime Minister can also veto certain proposals.

However, a single market requires common rules. As well as 
ensuring a level playing field, EU rules make trade easier: 28 
sets of rules would make developing products and exporting 
to other EU countries very difficult.
 
We’re a global power – why not go it alone?

Our EU membership helps make us a global power. Britain 
is respected for being an outward-looking, forward-thinking 
nation and we have a stronger voice as a leading member of 
a 28-nation bloc.

Leaving the EU would make it harder for the UK to negotiate 
favourable trade deals and could harm the UK’s alliances 
with major powers like the US, as well as our ability to 
influence UN or World Trade Organization negotiations.

Isn’t EU immigration a problem for Britain?

EU migrants make a net contribution to the UK, with 
research suggesting that they contributed over £20 billion to 
the UK economy between 2000 and 2011.

Labour believes that action needs to be taken to stop the 
exploitation of some migrant workers. Action is needed in 
both British and EU law to stop pay and conditions being 
undercut for local workers.

What about the refugee crisis?

The current refugee crisis has been driven mainly by conflict 
and civil war in Syria, and the advance of Islamic State.

The most effective way of dealing with the refugee crisis is 
to work with our neighbours to strengthen EU action and 
reform how asylum claims are processed within Europe.

Leaving the EU would not improve our ability to manage 
our borders. It could even undermine existing arrangements 
that allow us to undertake passport checks in Calais before 
people reach the British mainland.

Is the EU making us less British?

Not at all - in fact, the EU’s motto is ‘United in Diversity’.  
Margaret Thatcher once said that being in the EU hadn’t 
made the French any less French and she was right. It hasn’t 
made us any less British either!

EU laws actually help to protect our Britishness. Famous 
British foods such as Melton Mowbray pork pies enjoy 
special EU protection, ensuring that consumers aren’t tricked 
into buying poor quality copy-cat products.

FIND OUT MORE
Our website contains more information about the work of Labour’s MEPs and the wider work of the EU. You’ll also 
find contact details for your Labour MEP(s) so you can ask your own questions ahead of the EU referendum.

www.eurolabour.org.uk
You can also follow us on Twitter (@EuroLabour) and Facebook (/eurolabour). 

DOES THE EU NEED TO CHANGE?

A SMARTER EU BUDGET – ensuring funds are focussed on 
achieving sustainable growth, creating jobs, supporting new 
businesses and boosting innovation.
 
MORE EFFECTIVE ECONOMIC POLICY – we’ll push for 
the completion of the single market in digital, energy 
and services, potentially providing huge gains for Britain. 
We also want more effective state-aid, research and 
development, infrastructure spending, and industry policy.

ENERGY MARKET REFORM – we’re at the forefront of EU 
efforts to tackle rising energy bills and climate change by 
reforming the European single market in energy.
 
DECENT JOBS FOR ALL – Labour will continue to fight 
for EU action to close the loopholes that enable firms 
to undercut locally employed staff and exploit migrant 
workers. We are also working to secure EU action to tackle 
the scourge of zero-hours contracts.

We strongly believe Britain’s future lies at the heart of the EU. But if Britain’s future in Europe is to be secured, we also 
know that Europe needs to work better. Labour is fighting to deliver a positive EU reform agenda:


