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Labour Councillors’ 
update February 2018 
Published 15th March 2018 

 

info@brightonhovelabour.com – Twitter @bhlabour Facebook Brighton & Hove Labour Group 

 
 

General update 
 

 Cllr Warren Morgan has announced he is standing down 

as Leader in May. Here he writes about the privilege of 

leading the Labour council 

https://warrenmorgan.wordpress.com/2018/02/26/all-

good-things/  

 We have a new council housing scheme starting in the 

North Laine for12 new homes – including one 

wheelchair accessible flat http://www.brighton-

hove.gov.uk/content/press-release/new-council-homes-

north-laine-0 

 We have also just been successful in getting £800k 

additional government funding so we can deliver 

another 3 council home schemes http://www.brighton-

hove.gov.uk/content/press-release/funding-boost-new-

council-homes. Nationally new council home 

completions have remained fairly low, so we are very 

pleased with the scale of our new council homes 

programme.  

 More good news from Housing is that we are aiming to 

purchase another building to use as council-owned 

temporary accommodation, to add to the schemes at 

Stonehurst Court and Oxford Street. We are also 

exploring whether the council could purchase affordable 

housing units in some private developments in some 

instances. 150 empty homes have been brought back 

into use over the last year as well. 

 Agreement has now been reached for there to be an 

external review into the options for the future of the 

Royal Pavilion and Museums. This review will go 

forward during the coming year. 

 News from Children, Young People and Skills 

Committee was that at the end of December we were 

above the national average for percentage of good and 

outstanding schools, and also for the percentage of 

young people attending good and outstanding schools. 

Nearly 95% of families got one of their preferences for a 

secondary school for this September (and slightly fewer 

families than last year not getting any of their 

preferences). A consultation has shown that there isn’t 

support for continuing the trial of a two week autumn 

half-term. 

 Rough sleeper news: Here is the story of Paul’s 

experience of the council’s winter night shelter 

http://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/press-

release/winter-night-shelter-a-personal-view. Some 

members may have signed a petition about benches 

being installed that were seen as anti-homeless. 

Hopefully everyone who signed the petition is now 

aware that the benches being referred to were not on 

council-owned land and were not installed by the 

council. If members become aware of issues of concern, 

do please contact councillors so these can be checked 

into. Please see the “Getting in touch” section further on.  

 The Adult Social Care Local Account for 2016/2017 has 

been published, showing how we are monitoring our 

services for adults with social care needs 

http://present.brighton-

hove.gov.uk/Published/C00000826/M00006665/AI0006

4606/$6294AdultSocialCarereport16.pdfA.ps.pdf 

 During February a consultation opened which runs until 

18th May on our local Rights of Way. There are 159km of 

Rights of Way in the city and we want to make 

improvements where we can for pedestrians, cyclists, 

horse-riders and those with mobility problems 

https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/press-

release/have-your-say-rights-way 
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Budget Council February 22nd  
 The budget was  agreed for 2018/19 at the special 

Budget Council meeting. During the meeting we strongly 

criticised the directionless and harsh Conservative 

government, laying the blame fairly and squarely at the 

Tories door for their drastic austerity programme and the 

terrible impact on people struggling to make ends meet. 

Labour councils all around the country, despite years of 

saving money where they can, have still had to pass on 

higher council tax rises to residents - entirely due to this 

chaotic and uncaring government.  At the same time, to 

show clearly our intention to be running the council 

again in May 2019, we used budget council to bring 

forward potential ideas for the future, for example the 

Preston model of community wealth-building – see more 

here:https://www.thenews.coop/126193/sector/communi

ty/john-mcdonnell-announces-formation-community-

wealth-unit/. You can read Cllr Morgan’s budget speech 

here and the budget council press release here 

https://warrenmorgan.wordpress.com/2018/02/22/these-

are-our-priorities-this-is-our-municipal-socialism-this-is-

our-budget-for-the-year-ahead/  http://www.brighton-

hove.gov.uk/content/press-release/budget-agreed-

201819. You can also read Cllr Barford writing about the 

pressures on adult social care funding here 

https://www.brightonandhoveindependent.co.uk/news/o

pinion/karen-barford-funding-adult-social-care-has-

become-a-huge-issue-1-8409437 

 As a minority council we have to work with other groups 

to get our budget passed, and we look at ideas on their 

merits. This year we accepted some ideas from the 

Conservative group, and would have considered ideas 

from the Green group, but unfortunately their 

amendments were not put together in such a way as it 

was possible to accept them. 

 

 

Focus on: Community Wellbeing and PSPOs update 
A report on how PSPOs have worked so far is coming to Neighbourhoods, Inclusion, Communities and Equalities Committee on 

19th March, and Cllr Daniel gave an update on this to Pavilion GC members last week, with an opportunity to ask questions. Cllr 

Daniel thought it might be useful for similar information to be included in this newsletter. Cllr Daniel says: 

“For general background, PSPOs (Public Space Protection Orders) are implemented under section 59 of the Anti-social Behaviour 

Crime and Policing Act 2014. This Act brought together a series of powers to manage anti-social behaviour. All orders relating to 

dogs on leads, gating of areas and so on are now PSPOs. PSPOs are intended to be used to deal with a particular nuisance or 

problem in an area that is detrimental to the local community’s quality of life by imposing conditions on the use of that area that 

apply to everyone. 

The report coming to Neighbourhoods committee on the 19th March 2018 reviews the effectiveness of a series of PSPOs we put 

on open spaces a year ago following a wide ranging public consultation and political debate. The 12 geographical areas covered 

are Greenway (New England Quarter),  Hollingbury Park, Lawn Memorial Cemetery and adjacent land (Woodingdean), Preston 

Park, Rottingdean Recreation Ground,  the seafront including the A259 from Black Rock to Hove Lagoon, Sheepcote Valley and 

East Brighton Park, St Helens Green, Stanmer Park, Surrenden Field, Waterhall and Wild Park. 

These areas had been the subject of significant reports of anti-social behaviour preventing residents being able to reasonably use 

and enjoy these green spaces.  Some councils have aimed to cover all their open spaces with PSPOs but we have taken a careful 

approach on the balance of evidence of significant anti-social behaviour and community impact. So we have only applied these 

PSPOs to 12 open spaces in the city where we found that evidence. There might be other open spaces in the city where some 

residents are asking for PSPOs, but those areas aren’t included because there isn’t evidence to support that. 

The report coming to the committee finds that the PSPOs have been successful, with residents and sports associations able to use 

open spaces again, and with formal warnings on their own being effective, without the need for any actual fixed penalties to be 

issued. Most members will see this as positive, but may have concerns particularly about rough-sleepers and travellers. Because 

the PSPOs do not allow camping or driving vehicles on the land for example, two communities in particular needed to be 

considered in terms of fairness and equality in implementing PSPOs. So the council did not introduce PSPOs until the refurbished 

traveller transit site was fully operational, and care was taken to ensure it was understood how to support rough sleepers in PSPO 

areas. Members will want to know that the committee report reviewing PSPOs shows: 

 143 formal warning have been issued so far, but none of these has been issued to a rough sleeper. 

 Welfare checks are made on anyone occupying a tent or vehicle before any other action is taken. The tent protocol 

covering this is part of the committee papers, and also covers looking after any abandoned belongings in case someone 

comes to reclaim them. 
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So, to sum up, introducing this approach in a careful and evidenced way shows that this isn’t about making life difficult for anyone 

or being overly restrictive. It is about having a new way to resolve anti-social behaviour more quickly in some specific locations 

where it was having a big impact on quality of life and wellbeing in communities. That way we can ensure that the city is a good 

place to live for everybody.” 

 

Current consultations 

To get involved with consultations or see what is being consulted on there is a consultation portal (http://consult.brighton-

hove.gov.uk/portal). Below is a list of consultations open at the moment. 
 

Consultation End Date 

HIV stigma survey 20th April 

Brighton & Hove Rights of Way Improvement Plan 2017-2027 18th May 
 

 

Council decisions  

Please see the committee grid for details of recent and upcoming council committee meetings together with the deadlines for public 

participation and main agenda items and decisions: http://docdro.id/QGnvdFq  
 

 

The role of a councillor 
Are you thinking about standing as a councillor in the 2019 local elections? Here is some information about the role of a councillor: 

http://docdro.id/vw7Fpx3.  

 

NB this information has been updated to include information about the time commitment, support for councillors, the 

councillor’s allowance and links to other documents. 

 

We are always happy to answer questions and meet up with members to provide more information about serving on the council. 

 

A week in the life of… Julie Cattell, councillor for Preston Park, Chair of the Planning Committee.  

Week of 3rd March.  
 

3rd March - Visited International Women’s Day event at the Dome. Highlight was the amazing Quilt produced by the B&H 
International Women’s Network. Picked up a bit of casework too – a young woman with housing and Universal Credit problems.  

4th March – Morning - Preston Park Women’s Meet-up. We agreed to look into the issue of period poverty amongst young women 
in BH schools. And discussed standing for council. Afternoon - bracing walk to The Chattri. 

5th March – Leadership Board Away-Morning – Labour Group and BH Executive teams spent the morning going over the council’s 
business plan for the coming year, ensuring that it accords with our manifesto objectives. Afternoon – weekly meeting with Head of 
Planning. Evening – Labour Group. 

6th March – Afternoon - Three pre-planning application presentations to Planning Committee members – some very interesting 
and exciting projects in the pipeline. Evening – Book Group. As well as the book (‘Reservoir 13’ – highly recommended) we talked 
about sexism and how our daughters are much more confident with dealing with it than we were. 

7th March – Morning - Interview for a research project about how Planning Committees perform and function. Afternoon -  
Planning Committee – nothing too controversial for a change! But still took 4 hours…! Evening – Choir. Singing is a great stress 
buster and helps release those endorphins! 

8th March – International Women’s Day. Chuffed to see a tweet from Cllr Morgan in recognition of the hard work and contributions 
from the women in our Labour & Co-Operative Group. Afternoon - Tourism, Development and Culture Committee. Very interesting 
update on the council’s Tourism and Cultural strategies.  

9th March – Afternoon – my weekly shift volunteering for Rise, our service provider for domestic violence support and advice.  

10th March – Morning – attended an event held by Rise to celebrate its volunteers, gave a brief speech on my experience as a 
volunteer. Met some very inspirational women who have gone on to achieve amazing things after being helped by Rise. Looking 

forward to spending Mother’s Day with my wonderful children on Sunday 11th. 😊 
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Getting in touch 
If you want to get in touch with Labour Group then please email info@brightonhovelabour.com, unless it is something that is 

ward-related in which case please contact your ward councillors. Contact details for all councillors are here https://present.brighton-

hove.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?FN=PARTY, including contact details for committee chairs. If wards or branches want 

speakers on a specific topic please let us know, as councillors are happy to come along to meetings. 
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