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Labour Councillors’ 
update March 2018 
Published 15th April 2018 

 

info@brightonhovelabour.com – Twitter @bhlabour Facebook Brighton & Hove Labour Group 

 
 

General update 
 

 In March the council published its gender pay gap, 

which showed that women working at the council are on 

average earning 6% more than men. We are doing  well 

compared even to many local authorities 

https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/press-

release/progress-international-womens-day-2018 

 £2.3m government funding has been secured to help 

the most vulnerable families and families with complex 

needs https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/press-

release/%C2%A323m-support-city%E2%80%99s-

vulnerable-families 

 We are putting more resources into tackling dangerous 

parking around schools https://www.brighton-

hove.gov.uk/content/press-release/more-resources-

school-parking-enforcement 

 We are continuing to tackle fuel poverty, with a new  

campaign to inform residents about ways to get a better 

deal from energy suppliers https://www.brighton-

hove.gov.uk/content/press-release/shop-around-cut-

fuel-bills  

 We launched the #MyPronounsAre campaign to combat 

stigma and raise awareness of trans and non-binary 

residents https://www.brighton-

hove.gov.uk/content/press-release/look-out-

mypronounsare-badges. As Cllr Daniel said, the fact 

that the Daily Mail doesn’t like this campaign probably 

means we are doing the right thing. 

 A survey is open until 14th May asking people with to 

help shape services to tackle domestic and sexual 

violence and abuse https://www.brighton-

hove.gov.uk/content/press-release/call-support-tackling-

domestic-and-sexual-violence-and-abuse 

 

  Due to the government’s flawed air quality modelling we 

lost out on £1.7m of air quality funding, and Cllr  Mitchell 

called on our MPs to lobby the government about this 

https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/press-

release/councillor-calls-mps%E2%80%99-help-

securing-air-quality-funding. See Cllr Mitchell’s article 

about air quality here 

https://www.brightonandhoveindependent.co.uk/news/o

pinion/gill-mitchell-we-must-do-all-we-can-to-improve-

our-air-quality-1-8428822  

 We are continuing with enforcement action against 

unauthorised HMOs 

http://www.brightonandhovenews.org/2018/03/28/almost

-20-rogue-shared-houses-served-with-enforcement-

notices-since-start-of-year/.  See Cllr Meadows writing 

about housing here 

https://www.brightonandhoveindependent.co.uk/news/o

pinion/anne-meadows-labour-is-fighting-the-housing-

crisis-1-8438259 

 Councillors took part in the Sleep Easy event, to help 

raise awareness of homelessness, and to fundraise for 

homeless projects 

http://www.brightonandhovenews.org/2018/03/26/90-

volunteers-rough-sleep-for-a-night-to-raise-44k-and-

counting-for-homeless-projects/  

 During March there were events in the city for English 

Tourism Week and The Royal Pavilion won a tourism 

award 

http://www.theargus.co.uk/news/16128212.Royal_Pavili

on_wins_top_tourism_award/ 

 On 28th March a consultation opened about the charging 

schedule for the Community Infrastructure Levy 

https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/press-

release/council-seeks-views-new-development-charge 
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Focus on: “Affordable rent” 

What does the phrase “affordable rent” mean? In the world of planning, it means a rent of 80% of the market price. The council’s 

planning policy is on new developments with more than ten housing units, up to 40% of them should be “affordable”. This definition 

of affordable is set nationally and can’t be changed locally. Of course we all know that 80% of market rents are unaffordable to 

many in Brighton and Hove. But we still try and hold developers to this policy because 80% is better than 100%. Our policy is also 

to favour affordable rented units above affordable homes for sale. 

Developers can claim that 40% is financially unviable. When this happens, their claim is assessed independently. If the 

assessment holds up, the developer can legitimately provide less than 40% and the council cannot force them to increase it – the 

only option would be to refuse the application, which could be appealed in any case. But the council has recently tightened the 

criteria for claiming viability, insisting that the claim is made right at the beginning of the planning process and that developers must 

open their books so that their claim is openly assessed. Some tricks, like paying more than the market rate for the land, have been 

cracked down on as well. 

Rent levels are often discussed for our new council homes and the joint venture homes. To provide some context, the current 

market rent for a two-bedroom flat is £1,277 per month. The Local Housing Allowance rate for a two-bedroom flat is around £836 a 

month, roughly 65% of the market rent. This is the level up to which housing benefit would be paid. A housing benefit claimant 

living in a flat with rent higher than this would have to make up the difference themselves, which is of course very difficult to do. 

The “living wage rents” used in the Hyde joint venture for a two-bedroom flat would be around £770 a month, roughly 60% of the 

market rent, and therefore falls within the amount that is covered by housing benefit Social rents for our existing council homes, 

many of which were built some time ago are much lower than this. Social rent for a two-bedroom council house would be around 

£360 month, just 28% of the market rent. 

When we bring forward new council home projects for the city, the rent is set for each one and there’s always a discussion at 

Housing and New Homes Committee about what the rent should be. While it might be seen as preferable to offer social rents, all 

the schemes would need to be subsidised to allow this, because of the build costs of the projects (it was cheaper in the past to 

build council homes than it is now). This would mean if we kept to social rents we would not be able to build as many homes into 

the future. So there is a trade-off between lower rents and higher numbers of council homes available. If a typical housing project 

of 100 homes were built and let at LHA rates, the income from this would enable us to build an extra 78 new homes which we 

would not be able to do if we applied social rents. So given that tenants can cover their rent with housing benefit, we can provide 

yet more people in housing need with an affordable council home if we follow LHA rates.  

That is why the Labour administration  usually supports LHA or living wage rents for new council homes. What the city really 

needs, though, is proper national investment in new home building which would enable us to build much higher numbers of new 

council homes at reasonable rents, and push developers to provide genuinely affordable homes as a major part of all 

developments. 

Sources: Rent levels for new council homes https://present.brighton-

hove.gov.uk/Published/C00000884/M00006675/AI00063809/$20171106141730_014459_0052747_Rentpolicyfornewbuildcouncilh

omescircdforpremtg.docxA.ps.pdf 

Latest Housing market report to December 2017 https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/sites/brighton-

hove.gov.uk/files/2017%20%284%29%20Housing%20Market%20Report%20%28Oct-Dec%29.pdf 

Info on LHA rates: https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/council-tax-and-benefits/housing-benefit-council-tax-reduction-and-

discretionary-help/loca-1 
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A week in the life of… Peter Atkinson, councillor in North Portslade.  
 

“As well as being a councillor, I work (Mondays to Thursdays) as a community mental health nurse, but seconded into a trade 

union role in my Trust at the moment. Both roles are varied l so I’ll just outline a recent week below.As I’m a very early riser (a dog 

who needs walking), I’m up at 5am in the week. I look at council and resident e-mails every day before heading off for a swim (and 

then work) and answer those that are straightforward.  

On Monday I attended a long and complicated meeting with Trust managers and senior police officers on patients who attack staff 

being prosecuted where possible. In between this I made contact with various union members in relation to their cases 

(disciplinary, grievance etc) and also met with a human resources manager.  I also answer numerous work and union related e-

mails. I check my personal and council phone at lunchtime and deal with urgent issues. On arriving home, I check council and 

residents e-mails again and deal with the more in depth ones left from the morning. I’ve also set up a reminder system on all 

resident related e-mails so I revisit a number of outstanding cases every day to check on their progress. This can be anything from 

missed recycling collections to urgent re-housing requests. Monday evening is the Group (all Labour councillors) meeting from 7 to 

9pm. 

Tuesday involved a long drive to a Trust workplace where I met with as group of members and their rep in relation to an issue they 

had. I worked from home early afternoonon union related cases. Checked my council phone and e-mails again and made two 

urgent phone calls to residents. It was then off to Hove Town Hall for the Environment, Transport and Sustainability committee. We 

have a pre-meet at 3pm and the main meeting starts at 4pm. This was a fairly long meeting and finished at 7.30pm. There was a 

large bundle of agenda papers which I read through the week before and tagged for various comments. You have to read through 

the papers as carefully as possible. If you don’t you will simply not understand what is being discussed. Just some of the many 

topics considered and debated were traffic calming, requests re parking enforcement, air quality management and the Local 

Transport Plan capital programme. 

On Wednesday I reviewed a number of Trust HR policies and, again, dealt with union queries and issues throughout the day. 

Once at home the same pattern is repeated with residents’ e-mails, phone calls and council/Labour Group e-mails. 

On Thursday I chaired the Trust’s Health & Safety committee meeting in the morning and met with a union member in the 

afternoon to prepare for a disciplinary hearing. 

Friday was housework in the morning with the same early morning e-mail/phone message checking repeated at lunchtime. I try 

and catch up with any reading on Fridays. 

My weekends are also very varied and will often involve door knocking on the Saturday morning. The e-mails and phone calls do 

not stop at the weekend but I try to only deal with the most urgent of cases. 

I was recently asked to speak to the Hangleton branch on the “role of a councillor” and the first point I made was how important it is 

to discuss standing as a councillor with your husband, wife or partner, if you have one, and the same applies to work. My main 

advice to a would-be councillor is that you need to be disciplined to keep a personal and domestic life in place.  You need to 

compartmentalise and keep things separate where possible. It’s a hugely challenging role at times but also very enjoyable and 

rewarding.” 
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Current consultations 

To get involved with consultations or see what is being consulted on there is a consultation portal (http://consult.brighton-

hove.gov.uk/portal). Below is a list of consultations open at the moment.  

As mentioned above, there is a consultation open about proposed charges for the Community Infrastructure Levy, a proposed new 

tax on developers to partially replace the section 106 agreements.. 

To get involved with consultations or see what else is being consulted on there is a consultation portal (http://consult.brighton-

hove.gov.uk/portal). Below is a list of consultations open at the moment.  

 

Consultation End Date 

HIV stigma survey 20th April 

Community Infrastructure Levy Draft Charging Schedule 8th May 

Brighton & Hove Rights of Way Improvement Plan 2017-2027 18th May 
 

 

Council decisions  

Please see the committee grid for details of recent and upcoming council committee meetings together with the deadlines for public 

participation and main agenda items and decisions: http://docdro.id/QGnvdFq  
 

 

The role of a councillor 
Are you thinking about standing as a councillor in the 2019 local elections? Here is some information about the role of a councillor: 

http://docdro.id/vw7Fpx3.  

 

NB this information has been updated to include information about the time commitment, support for councillors, the 

councillor’s allowance and links to other documents. 

 

We are always happy to answer questions and meet up with members to provide more information about serving on the council. 

 

Getting in touch 
If you want to get in touch with Labour Group then please email info@brightonhovelabour.com, unless it is something that is 

ward-related in which case please contact your ward councillors. Contact details for all councillors are here https://present.brighton-

hove.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?FN=PARTY, including contact details for committee chairs. If wards or branches want 

speakers on a specific topic please let us know, as councillors are happy to come along to meetings. 
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