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Labour Councillors’ 
update April 2018 
Published 14th May 2018 

 

info@brightonhovelabour.com – Twitter @bhlabour Facebook Brighton & Hove Labour Group 

 
 

General update 
 

 Dan Yates will officially become the Leader of the 

Council at the Annual Council meeting this Thursday 

17th May. See a message for members from Dan below 

in the newsletter, including more about his Labour team 

on the council this year. See also interviews and 

columns from Dan about becoming leader and his 

priorities here: 

https://thelatest.co.uk/brighton/2018/04/23/daniel-yates-

named-new-labour-leader-for-brighton-hove-city-council/  

and here: 

https://www.brightonandhoveindependent.co.uk/news/p

olitics/new-leader-for-labour-in-brighton-and-hove-1-

8472441 and here: 

http://www.brightonandhovenews.org/2018/04/28/opinio

n-together-we-can-achieve-more-for-brighton-and-hove-

than-we-can-alone/ Dan also does a regular podcast: 

https://yourcouncillor.online/?s=Daniel+Yates 

 In mid-April we were very pleased to welcome Paul 

Williams as the new Campaign Organiser for the 2019 

May elections. Paul will be working very closely with 

Labour Group, the LCF, Lloyd and Peter, the CLPs and 

ward officers, and we know he will be a great asset to 

the campaign. 

 More than £1m investment planned for city’s public 

toilets http://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/press-

release/%C2%A31-million-refurb-city%E2%80%99s-

loos 

 Uber’s application for renewal of its licence was turned 

down http://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/press-

release/uber-licence-renewal-turned-down 

 Cllr Meadows Chair of Housing attended the official 

opening of Brooke Mead, the council’s first extra care 

housing scheme http://www.brighton-

hove.gov.uk/content/press-release/brooke-mead-extra-

care-housing-scheme-opens 

 More volunteers recruited for Tidy-up teams: 

http://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/press-

release/it%E2%80%99s-%E2%80%98tidy-

time%E2%80%99-new-volunteers-are-trained 

 Stonehurst Court has been converted to provide council-

run temporary accommodation for homeless families  

http://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/press-

release/new-council-homes-homeless-families 

 We are looking for a possible venue for a rough sleeper 

shelter www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/press-

release/can-you-help-us-help-rough-sleepers-search-a-

venue-provide-shelter 

 The new sculpture plinth on Hove seafront has opened 

www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/press-

release/seafront-plinth-showcase-modern-sculpture 

 Councillors travelled to support the local election 

campaigns in Worthing and Crawley on 3rd May, and 

were extremely pleased that Labour retained Crawley 

council, and gained 7 new seats in Worthing and Adur. 

Full Council April 19th 
 Public questions included parking zones and Hove 

station footbridge. There was a petition for debate about 

single use plastics, where a further report is coming later 

in the year.  

 We proposed a cross-party Notice of Motion (NoM) on 

the campaign to ban indefinite detention “These Walls 

Must Fall”, and another cross-party NoM backing the 

WASPI campaign. We also proposed our own NoM 

supporting the Unite Construction Charter – view the 

webcasts to all the NoMs here: https://brighton-

hove.public-

i.tv/core/portal/webcast_interactive/340542/start_time/93
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Focus on: The upcoming year – a message from Cllr Dan Yates, leader of the Labour Group 
 

In twelve months’ time the local elections in the city will be over and with a strong campaign and the continued backing of residents 

we hope to have taken majority control of the city council for the next four years. 

With four years in overall control from next May we would expect to be able to deliver our full Labour Manifesto for the city. It’s a 

once in a lifetime chance to really take control of public services in the city and ensure that they are delivering for the many, not the 

few. 

However, these next twelve months will be crucial to ensure that we get the maximum vote and the most candidates elected across 

the city. In 2017 the party across the city showed what amazing results were possible when we all focus on campaigning for a 

Labour victory – with a strong manifesto, strong candidates, a clear message to voters and genuine hard work within the campaign, 

we turned Hove and Portslade into a Labour fortress under Peter Kyle, and in Kemptown we ousted an unpopular Tory MP and 

installed Lloyd Russell-Moyle with a near 10,000 majority. 

This is exactly what we need to repeat in the next twelve months. Across Portslade, Hove and Brighton we must ensure that we 

select the strongest candidates, campaign hard for them, give them the manifesto promises to deliver and keep holding them to 

account. Each member can play their part in so many ways. Local campaigns are already up and running in many areas. The 

manifesto setting process will commence shortly and the existing Minority Labour Administration is playing its full part. 

As the new Labour and Co-operative Group Leader, the administration I lead over the next year will double its efforts to: 

 Make delivering homes our first priority 

 Develop an Integrated Health and Social Care system for the city that ensures our NHS is protected for the future 

 Deliver Labour’s 2015 Manifesto for the City 

 Build a strong city economy   

 Protect the most vulnerable 

 At Annual Council this week, my Labour team to lead us through the coming year until May 2019 will be confirmed. I am very 

proud of what Labour  on the council has achieved over the last three years under the leadership of Warren Morgan, and despite 

Tory austerity and the harsh cuts imposed on the city. So I plan to keep our hard-working Labour Committee Chairs in their current 

roles, where despite the many challenges, they have been putting Labour values into practice, and have successfully led the city 

council services since 2015. 

However, I am proposing some changes for the final year of this current administration which I wanted all members to be aware of. 

Cllr Karen Barford will move from her Lead Member role for Adult Social Care, and will take over from me as Chair of the Health 

and Wellbeing Board.  Karen as Adult Social Care lead has successfully ensured that despite government grant cuts we have 

protected the services and outcomes for the most vulnerable adults in the city. As Chair of the Health and Wellbeing Board, she will 

help bring together Health and Social Care systems over the next 12 months. 

Cllr Clare Moonan will replace Karen as Lead Member for Adult Social Care, and will retain her vital role as Lead Member for 

Rough Sleeping. 

Cllr Nancy Platts, as Deputy on the Tourism, Development and Culture Committee, will take on a new role as Lead Member for 

Economic Development and Social Value. This role will work to help the council’s spending power deliver as much as possible in 

the local economy, so that residents and businesses can benefit more from council spending. We want to grasp fully the social 

value and benefits of our many community-minded businesses and organisations in the city. 

Let’s make sure that in twelve months time we can look back with pride. 

  

A week in the life of… Alan Robins, councillor for South Portslade and chair of the Tourism, Development 

and Culture Committee.  

MONDAY : morning, e-mails and casework, meeting with Nick Hibberd to run through visitor  strategy, cultural framework and 

economic strategy. Afternoon, meeting with friends of Victoria Park, Cllr Les Hamilton (fellow Labour councillor in South Portslade) 

and council officers. Evening, Labour Group meeting.  
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TUESDAY: morning, e-mails and casework, discussion with head of sports and leisure and outdoor events. Evening, public 

meeting about traffic problems and parking in South Portslade, this was the third such meeting also attended by Les Hamilton and 

council officers from the transport department.  

WEDNESDAY: attended launch of "the Choir with No Name Brighton" in support of homeless charities with Cllr Peter Atkinson 

(Labour councillor for North Portslade), Brighton Housing Trust and many others. 

THURSDAY: morning, emails and casework, afternoon, gave speech at event for small hoteliers and B&B owners about the 

importance of their work and efforts to the Brighton, Hove and Portslade economy, Early evening, meeting with Dan Yates. 

FRIDAY: morning, e-mails and casework, a discussion on how to honour the Brighton and Hove suffragettes movement(this will 

hopefully involve a wide number of stakeholders) arranged further meetings, delivered Portslade News. 

SATURDAY: litter picking with residents in Benfield Valley, collected 40 bags of rubbish in one and a half hours. 

 

Current consultations 

To get involved with consultations or see what is being consulted on there is a consultation portal (http://consult.brighton-

hove.gov.uk/portal). Below is a list of consultations open at the moment.  

The consultation about proposed charges for the Community Infrastructure Levy, a proposed new tax on developers to partially 

replace the section 106 agreements, has been extended, as has the HIV Stigma Survey. 

To get involved with consultations or see what else is being consulted on there is a consultation portal (http://consult.brighton-

hove.gov.uk/portal). Below is a list of consultations open at the moment.  

Consultation End Date 

Brighton & Hove Rights of Way Improvement Plan 2017-2027 18th May 

Queens Park Conservation Character Statement 21st May 

Hove Park Full Consultation 28th May 

Community Infrastructure Levy Draft Charging Schedule 13th June 

HIV Stigma Survey 1st July 
 

 

Council decisions  

Please see the committee grid for details of recent council committee meetings together with the deadlines for public participation 

and main agenda items and decisions: http://docdro.id/QGnvdFq May is effectively the end of the Council year, and the May Full 

Council meeting is a ceremonial meeting to elect the new mayor. This grid will be updated soon with future meetings reflecting 

councillors’ new committee responsibilities. 
 

 

The role of a councillor 
Have you applied to stand as a councillor in the 2019 local elections? Here is some information about the role of a councillor: 

http://docdro.id/vw7Fpx3.  

 

NB this information has been updated to include information about the time commitment, support for councillors, the 

councillor’s allowance and links to other documents. 

 

We are always happy to answer questions and meet up with members to provide more information about serving on the council. 

 

Getting in touch 
If you want to get in touch with Labour Group then please email info@brightonhovelabour.com, unless it is something that is 

ward-related in which case please contact your ward councillors. Contact details for all councillors are here https://present.brighton-

hove.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?FN=PARTY, including contact details for committee chairs. If wards or branches want 

speakers on a specific topic please let us know, as councillors are happy to come along to meetings. 
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