
Campaigning 

 

Since the New Year we have been campaigning in key by-election seats across the country, 

particularly in Copeland and Stoke on Trent where we’ll be working hard until polling day on 

the 23rd February. Keep an eye on our Facebook page for our Big Campaign weekend on the 

18th and 19th February. 

 

Thank you to all those Clubs that have been out to help us already and have campaign days 

planned in the near future. . A special shout out to Lancaster and Keele Labour Students – you 

have all showed Labour Students at its very best – the most dedicated hardworking and 

welcoming doorknockers in the Labour Party.  

 

National Council 

 

In December we held Labour Students National 

Council in Cardiff, our biggest Council in the history of 

Labour Students! 

 

We heard from some fantastic speakers including the 

Shadow Secretary of State for Defence Nia Griffith MP 

and Shadow Minister for Arts, Culture, Media and 

Heritage Kevin Brennan MP. 

 

During our policy debate it was great to see such 

important policy passed on a national action plan on 

mental health, trade unions and young people, anti-

Semitism, the rise in hate crime, accessibility to 

conference and to fight for Brexit deal that reflects our 

values and the wider student movement. In addition to 

this we passed a new constitution for Labour Students. 

With the creation of a liberation conference, a newly  



 

empowered policy committee and for the first time in the history of Labour Students we will 

be introducing OMOV in our elections. 

 

We also elected new members to our National Committee: including Women’s Officer Sheri- 

Ann Bhim, BAME Officer Lydia Okoibhole, Disabled Students Officer Gabriel Phillips and LGBT 

Officer Rhys Purtill. We also elected a new Elections Committee: Rachel Holland, Jeevan Jones 

and Jamie Ali. As well as a new Policy Committee: Lilian Jones, Elsie Powers, Ally Routledge, Amy 

Rust, Harlan Matthews, Abdiwale Duale, Chris Wallace and Aisling Musson.  

 

Congratulations to all those elected! 

 

Thanks to everyone who came along and participated at Council, and especially to those who 

were able to give a few hours on the #labourdoorstep for our excellent Councillors in our key 

seat of Cardiff.  

Labour Lords and the HE Bill 

 

We had a productive meeting in January in the 

House of Lords with some SU Officers lobbying 

Labour Lords on the Higher Education Bill. We had 

a particularly productive discussion about the Bill 

and the amendments submitted by the Lords with 

The Labour Party's Education spokesperson in the 

Lords, Lord Watson.  

 

We outlined our opposition to the Bill and also 

our main priorities and areas of concern as the 

legislation goes forward through the Lords, in 

particular: 

 

 the link between tuition fees and teaching excellence 

 student representation on the Board of the Office for Students 

 retrospective changes to student loans 

 the role of private providers in Higher Education 



 

 protections for students should providers fail 

 the lack of provision for mature and part-time 

students 

 the rights of international students and the 

importance of taking international students out of net 

migration figures 

 the further marketisation of our education 

 

Our thanks to Labour Lords UK for the amendments and 

work they've already done and will continue to do 

around the #HEBill and their pledge to continue to talk 

and work with us to continue to do all they can to make the legislation better for students. 

 

Labour Students Liberation Officers 

 

We had a great afternoon meeting with our 

liberation officer's to discuss their plans for the 

year ahead. Thanks to Sheri-Ann, Lydia, Rhys & 

Gabriel (on skype!). You've all got such fantastic 

ideas for our organisation. 

 

We're looking forward to working with you and 

seeing what you all achieve in Labour Students. 

 

Scottish Labour Students Conference 

 

Congratulations to all those elected on to 

Scottish Labour Students committee and to 

our new Scottish Labour Students Chair, Kate 

Shaw Nelson.  

 

Thanks to Cllr Paul O’Kane for coming to speak 

at the conference, we’ll be coming up to 

Scotland to help campaign in the crucial 

council elections this year.  
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