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National Policy Forum, Milton Keynes, 18th - 20th July 2014 

The final stage of the National Policy Forum’s (NPF) manifesto development was 

held in Milton Keynes on 18-20 July. The role of the NPF is to ensure that the voice 

of grassroots Labour members and affiliates are heard in the process that produces 

the Party's manifesto for each General Election. As the Vice Chair (Policy) of Young 

Labour and the Youth Rep for South East constituencies, I attended to represent the 

views of young party members.   

Prior to the event, I spoke to young members in my region and carefully read 

through the amendments that the CLPs that I represent submitted alongside the 

other NPF reps in my region.  

The weekend began with an opening speech from Angela Eagle, the NPF's Chair, 

and a plenary from Ed Balls.  I asked Ed if he would support Young Labour’s policy 

to introduce comprehensive citizenship education that includes good quality sex 

and relationship education (SRE), financial and political education. This is something 

I’ve pushed really hard for as an NPF rep, having passed a motion on sex and 

relationship education through Young Labour’s policy conference and Young 

Labour’s Women’s Conference, and having led a campaign on the issue when it was 

debated in the House of Lords. I was therefore really pleased that Ed agreed that it 

should play an important part in the school curriculum. 

We also heard a speech from Ed Miliband, which set out Labour’s priorities for 

government. In response to my question to Ed Miliband about how the party will 

ensure Labour gets out its message out to young people in time for May 2015, he 

agreed it was important we consider non-traditional ways of reaching younger 

voters and said that Douglas Alexander was working on it in his role as General 

Election coordinator.  

We then moved on to the main part of the weekend: the amendment meetings in 

which the policy suggestions proposed by Labour members and affiliates were 

discussed with the relevant Shadow Cabinet members. Each NPF representative 

was permitted to bring forward six amendments from their region or organisation, 

which had been submitted by CLPs and affiliates. As a representative of young 

members in the South East, I brought forward six amendments on the Living Wage, 

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) and Child Exploitation, SRE and citizenship 

education, the effect of spending cuts on women and domestic violence refuges 

and the Disabled Students' Allowance (DSA).  

I'm delighted that all six of these issues were included in the final NPF wording: 

 Building on Labour's successful effort in the 2010 Equality Act to ensure all 
Government strategies and measures are assessed for their impact on 
women and men, the final wording agreed to 'use public procurement as a 
lever to promote equality'.  

  A commitment that Labour will 'work to ensure vulnerable children and 
young people are protected from sexual exploitation and FGM'. 

 

As we get closer to the General election, 

I’ve been out around the country helping 

in key marginal seats wherever I can. 

Here are just a selection of photos from 

the past few months: 
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I’m happy to answer any 

questions, come and chat to 

YL groups around the 

country or help you if you’re 

trying to set up a new Young 

Labour group. You can email 

me at 

helenadollimore@aol.com 

@helenadollimore 

 I successfully pushed for Labour's commitment to compulsory Sex and 
Relationship Education to apply all publicly schools including faith schools. 

 I also ensured the inclusion of a statement on the importance of Disabled 
Students' Allowance: 'Labour recognises the importance of the DSA to 
students across the country, and in government, we will make sure that all 
disabled children and young people are supported to access the high 
quality education they deserve'. 

 The manifesto will recognise the importance of encouraging businesses 
awarded local and national Government contracts to pay the living wage 
to employees 

 The manifesto will make tackling violence against women and girls a 'top 
priority' for Labour, pledging the introduction of a Commissioner on 
Domestic and Sexual Violence, and will recognise the important work that 
women's refuges do in saving lives 
 

Other NPF Youth Rep colleagues were also successful in their meetings at the NPF, 

with Bex Bailey (NEC Youth Rep and East Midlands NPF Youth Rep), Chris Hughes 

(North West NPF Youth Rep) and Pearl Sangha (Welsh NPF Youth Rep) all getting 

wording included in the final policy documents that reflected the issues they 

fought for. It was great to see many of the priorities that emerged from February's 

Young Labour policy conference, as well as Young Labour’s liberation conferences, 

being reflected in the final document.  

At the end of the weekend, we then voted for the final document as a whole, and 

it passed unanimously. There was just one separate vote, where the proposer of 

an amendment had been unable to reach an agreement with the relevant shadow 

cabinet member and had decided to take their amendment about an emergency 

budget to a full vote of the NPF. On this, I voted to stick to our current spending 

plans, along with the vast majority of CLP representatives, our trade union 

representatives and those representing our other affiliates. The amendment fell.  

The conference ended on Sunday morning, so I decided to spend Sunday 

afternoon campaigning in Milton Keynes South for our parliamentary candidate 

Andrew Pakes. A group of us got through a lot of work, speaking to lots of voters, 

which will hopefully make a big difference to our campaign in this target seat.  

Campaigning  

 

Loughborough  

 

Reading West 

 

Hove and Portslade 

Young Fabians One Nation 

Feminism talk      

I attended a great panel discussion 

on how we should pursue feminist 

fights within the Labour party. It was 

particularly great to hear from Sarah 

Green of the End Violence against 

women coalition (EVAW), an 

organisation doing amazing work on 

a shoestring budget.  
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