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Labour: Standing up for Plymouth 
Plymouth Labour’s Manifesto for the 2016 Plymouth City Council Elections 



Message from Cllr Tudor Evans  
Battling for Plymouth 

 

Labour has been in control of Plymouth City Council since May 2012. 
In that time we have delivered more than 2,300 new homes for 
Plymouth residents. Labour has brought in almost 5,000 new jobs by 
buying more services locally, by attracting inward investment and by 
supporting Plymouth businesses to grow. 

We are working hard for our City by: 

• Making Plymouth safer 

• Cleaning up our streets 

• Investing in proper jobs with real prospects for local people 

We know there is more to do. We need to stick together and stand together – no one will do it 
for us. We continue to tighten our belts to get value for money for residents in these tough times. 
Things are not as fair as they should be. There is not enough opportunity for everyone to do well 
for themselves and their families. And no-one should have to leave Plymouth to get on in life.  

We will continue to fight to get a fair deal from London. We support local people who are trying to 
make our City great, again. We need to talk our City up! It is time to say don’t mess with 
Plymouth. We need strong leadership in our local communities as well as nationally. Indecision 
will take us backwards. Despite Government cuts of £1,500 for every man, woman and child in 
the city, Plymouth’s council tax is still the lowest average council tax in the south west. 

We have achieved a great deal since 2012 by tackling difficult issues head on and by working 
co-operatively with residents, staff, local businesses and communities. Plymouth is a fairer, better 
and greener place because of Labour. We have done a great deal but there is still so much more 
that Labour wants to do and that is why we are asking you for your trust to get the job done for 
the next two years. 

Cllr Tudor Evans OBE 
Leader of Plymouth City Council and Labour and Co-operative Councillor for Ham Ward 
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Message from Cllr Pete Smith 

In 2012 we were elected on a manifesto containing 100 pledges. We 
delivered 99 of them. In 2014 we were re-elected on a manifesto of 
50 pledges and by the time of the election on 5 May we will have 
delivered all of them. 

Labour has a record of delivery in Plymouth despite the massive cuts 
inflicted on the council and our city by government. 

Labour has pioneered co-operative solutions to our city’s problems 
and we will continue to pioneer co-operative and mutual solutions 
working with Plymouth’s residents and business communities. 

�  
Cllr Pete Smith 
Deputy Leader of Plymouth City Council and Labour Councillor for Honicknowle Ward 
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Our 52 pledges for a better 
Plymouth 

Growing Plymouth 

Business 

1. Labour will support Plymouth’s entrepreneurs and small businesses by protecting small 
business space, creating more start-up spaces, and improving our digital infrastructure. We 
will build more factories and get better quality offices to come to the city. 

2. Working alongside local residents and businesses we will launch a Plan for the revival of 
District Shopping Centres to help reopen empty shops. 

3. Labour will continue to invest in science and innovation by supporting the growth of the 
Plymouth Science Park which is the largest in southern England.  

4. We will begin work on the first phase of the development of South Yard with three new 
buildings at the head of the site. 

5. Support the city’s community economic development trusts and investigate the potential for 
expansion and creating more jobs in Plymouth. 

6. Labour has made sure over half the council’s money is spent locally. To further support local 
spending we will investigate introducing a local currency like the Exeter Pound to keep more 
money in our city. 

Transport 

7. Working with Network Rail, Plymouth University, Great Western Railway and government 
partners we will transform North Road Railway Station to include plans for a grand new 
entrance overlooking the city.  

8. Plymouth’s roads have improved under Labour with the number of potholes at a five year low. 
To continue this good work we will outline a two year programme to resurface 200 more 
roads and pavement across the city. 
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9. We will start a programme to improve access for people in wheelchairs by providing more 
dropped kerbs to make it easier to get around. 

10.We will continue to lead the campaign for a faster, more frequent, reliable and comfortable rail 
service, with journey times to London to be cut to 2hrs 15 minutes. 

11. Labour has safeguarded the airport land in the local plan and we make a clear and 
unequivocal statement that we will continue to fight any attempts by developers to build on 
the runway. 

12.Continue to roll out 20mph zones around our local schools to keep our children safe.  

13.We will work with ferry and water taxi providers to get better coverage around the city’s 
waterfront helping create more jobs and support the city’s tourist industry. 

Housing 

14.To increase the supply of homes to Plymouth residents we will help bring forward 5,000 new 
homes over the next five years for purchase, public rent and private rent. At least 85% of the 
new homes will be built on brownfield land. 

15.Too many people are living in substandard private sector accommodation and we will get 
tough on bad landlords to drive up standards. 

16.We will work with house builders to build more family accommodation in the city centre. 

Council Tax 

17.Labour has delivered the lowest council tax rise in the peninsula this year. We will work to 
keep council tax low and seek to retain our status as the council with the lowest average 
council tax in the whole South West. 

Promoting Plymouth’s maritime role 

18.We will bring in a new cruise liner terminal to exploit the massive growing cruise market and 
create more jobs in Plymouth. Working with ABP we will support the future of Millbay for 
channel crossings to Spain and France. 

19.Britain’s Ocean City is not just a brand, it is a celebration of Plymouth’s maritime role. That is 
why we will work with Plymouth’s fishing industry to launch a Plan for Sustainable Fishing to 
secure the industry’s future in the city. 
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Caring Plymouth 

Young People 

20.Mental health care for young people is a growing crisis in our city. We will expand the support 
available to schools and young people to tackle this crisis and further support provision of 
services for adults.  

21.Every Plymouth child deserves a safe and loving home. That is why we will promote fostering 
and adoption in Plymouth with a renewed public campaign. 

22.Children leaving care will be guaranteed a work placement with the City Council to help them 
start their working lives. 

Health and Adult Social Care 

23.Many more people in our community rely on adult social care. Labour has created a new 
merged health and social care body to deliver services that are already keeping more of our 
older residents out of needless hospital visits and if they need hospital care, to get them 
home with the support they need. We will look to help even more people this year. 

24.To further improve services we will ensure that elderly people receiving home care receive 
proper time to get the care they need. 

25.Continue to train Council staff in dementia awareness and encourage other public bodies to 
do the same. 

26.We will, with the NHS, the third sector and pharmacists, create a number of health and well-
being centres across the city to make good health advice available throughout the city. Good 
health in your high street. 

Police and safety 

27.Labour supports community policing and we will continue to oppose Tory cuts to the number 
of police stations, police officers and PCSOs in Plymouth. 

28.While the Tories continue to cut local Police on the beat, a Labour Council will continue to 
invest in more CCTV outside the city centre, particularly on our housing estates. 
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Veterans 

29.As part of paying respect to those who have served, we will continue to improve the military 
covenant and services for armed forces veterans and will appoint a veterans’ advocate for 
the City and we will permanently light the Hoe War Memorial. 

Education 

30.Labour has already built two schools and refurbished eight others since 2012. We will 
continue to help to build new schools and replace old classrooms to give our children the 
best learning environment we can.  

31.We believe every child in Britain’s Ocean City should have the chance to learn to swim and 
after the success of our ‘second chance to swim’ scheme we want to extend the birth right 
of every child to include ensuring that by 2020 every primary school child in Plymouth will 
have put their feet on a sandy beach as well as being able to swim. 

32.We think the current system of fining parents for taking their children on holiday in term time 
can hurt families on a budget. We will work with schools and parents to introduce a fair 
system so families can take a holiday without penalty. 
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Confident Plymouth 

Pride in Plymouth 

33.We will use the Hoe and Plymouth Sound as the centre of a massive programme to 
celebrate Plymouth’s links with the USA. We will begin now by involving primary age children 
in our Mayflower 2020 plans, building toward a festival of arts, business and education. We 
will also plant a new Mayflower forest of 2020 trees. 

34.We will ensure there’s a real carnival atmosphere for the Rio Olympics in the in the city centre 
piazza around the Big Screen.  

35.We will support a substantial welcome host programme for involving volunteer guides, taxi 
drivers and others to promote the city, its history and promote the cultural diversity Plymouth 
has to offer. 

36.After having illuminated Charles Church we will continue the investment in this important war 
memorial by restoring plaques telling the story of Charles Church and planting poppies as a 
symbol of remembrance. 

37.Continue the successful Labour programme of lighting our landmarks by extending the 
illuminations to The Citadel and the Belvedere. 

Promoting the City Centre 

38.Labour has not increased car park charges for four years. We will continue to freeze charges 
in our city centre car parks. 

39.We restate our complete commitment to improving our City Centre. Labour will deliver the 
multi-million pound refit of Plymouth City Market and continue to attract new retailers to the 
city centre. 

40.Create a ‘free speech corner' in the city centre creating a space for open public debate in the 
heart of our city.  
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Pioneering Plymouth  

Sport, Culture and Leisure 

41.By tripling the size of our museum, we will make sure the History Centre is the biggest in the 
south outside London. It will be big enough to tell the story of Plymouth properly for the first 
time. The History Centre will also contain a major celebration of Plymouth’s Naval history 
which will reflect the contribution Plymouth has made to the country and the world. We will 
also ensure it becomes the home to the National Figurehead Collection. 

42.Having protected Central Park in our new local plan we will set about improving the paths and 
facilities in the park for the enjoyment of local residents. 

43. Following the decision to make Home Park an Asset of Community Value we will continue to 
work with the club and fans to realise their ambitions on and off the field. 

44.Amateur and community sport is vital to the health and well-being of the city and we will back 
it by drawing up a programme of investment in sports pitches around the city, including better 
all-weather facilities and additional cricket pitches. We will also continue to invest in children's’ 
play facilities.  

45. Labour has already doubled the number of children cycling and walking to school and we will 
continue to invest to increase the number of children getting active on the way to school. 

A more open council 

46.Despite Tory opposition to our plans Labour introduced webcasting of Council meeting and 
to keep more people in Plymouth in touch with the City Council will launch a new weekly  
e-newsletter letter detailing events, news and council services. 

A greener city 

47.We will work with responsible dog owners to campaign for zero tolerance of dog mess on our 
pavements. 

48.We will keep weekly bin collections and increase our recycling rate to 40%. 
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49.Having replaced the city’s streetlights with new low-energy bulbs we pledge to keep the 
streetlights on. We will not turn Plymouth’s street lights off like Tory councils have done. In 
fact, we will increase the number of streetlights in the city. 

50.After the success of helping bees in Plymouth we will further expand bee corridors and wild 
flower meadows to help bees and butterfly populations to thrive. 

51.Continue to support Plymouth Energy Community to deliver more renewable power 
generation and fight fuel poverty across the city. And we will continue to support the 
development of the one of the largest community-owned solar farms in the country at 
Ernesettle. 

52. Labour will commit Plymouth to become a carbon neutral city by 2050. 
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LABOUR CAMPAIGNS ALL YEAR 
ROUND - NOT JUST AT ELECTIONS 

Each week we speak to hundreds of people across the city on the doorsteps and on the 
telephone. We believe that the City Council is at its best when we work with you to design local 
services that involve you and are accountable to you. 

GET INVOLVED 

Since the General Election we have trebled our membership with more people joining Labour to 
change Plymouth for the better. To join the Labour Party please visit www.labour.org.uk/join 

FIND OUT MORE 

To find out more about how Labour is working with local residents in your community visit our 
website at www.plymouthlabour.org or follow us on Twitter @PlymouthLabour 

 

Let us know what you think 

If you have any questions about the manifesto, how to get involved with Plymouth Labour and 
how you can help us win the election in May please get in touch. There are five ways to contact 
us:  

	 1.	 Email: plymouthlabour@gmail.com  

	 2.	 Phone: 01752 269180  

	 3.	 Visit or Write: Plymouth Labour Party, Lockyer Hall, Alfred Street, Plymouth PL1 2RP 

	 4.	 Twitter: @PlymouthLabour  

	 5.	 Facebook: facebook.com/PlymouthLabour 

	 6. 	 Online: www.plymouthlabour.org
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