
THIS WEEK IN PARLIAMENT– 12-16 September, 2016 

Welcome to my This Week in Parliament, my weekly newsletter on events and 
developments in Parliament. Let me know what you think of the new layout! 
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Monday 

Questions to the Secretary of State of Defence 

Defence questions focussed on recent events in Syria, in particular the announcement of a 
ceasefire. There was also discussion of  procurement and how to ensure British companies 
are able to access the supply chain. I was able to raise a specific point on protecting ap-
prenticeships in the industry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In response, I received this reply from the Minister, Harriet Baldwin, 

The hon. Lady will be aware that that is an ongoing subject of discussion, and of the commitment that 
General Dynamics has made in Wales in the part of the world she represents to create 250 jobs in the 
supply chain for the Ajax vehicles. 

Byron Davies, MP for the Gower, received an assurance from the Minister that he is looking 
at options to secure Volunteer gliding schools in Wales . He and I have been working to-
gether since the future of the schools were called into question, which would mean cadets 
in Wales having to travel to Gloucestershire. Mark Lancaster said, 

He knows that significant challenges surround the viability of aerodromes and former aerodromes 
in south Wales for future cadet gliding, but following his persistence and that of the hon. Member 
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This week I and other MPs met with a delegation from the Albanian Parliament and was in-
volved in a series of meetings on maritime security  through the NATO Parliamentary As-
sembly. In the House of Commons, scrutiny of the Wales Bill was completed, David Davies 
MP, Secretary of State for Exit from the EU gave evidence to committees in both Houses, the 
Digital Economy Bill received its 2nd reading and there was a debate on domestic violence. 
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for Bridgend (Mrs Moon) I am looking to see whether other sites are financially viable. I hope to be able to update 
them shortly. 

 

Wales Bill (3rd Reading) 

On Monday evening, the Wales Bill received its Third Reading, which is the last stage in the House of Com-
mons before the Bill is scrutinised by the House of Lords. The Bill seeks to clarify the powers of the Welsh 
Assembly and conferring new powers in some areas. In the final speech, Stephen Doughty  (Cardiff South) 
summed up the context; 

In the end, the people of Wales—and the people of the United Kingdom —will judge devolution and the constitu-
tional changes by applying these tests. Does this make things better for us? Do we feel more engaged? Do we un-
derstand what is going on? We need to bear this in mind particularly as we deal with the atmosphere of the post-
Brexit referendum. The Bill has many positive aspects, including the move to a reserved powers model and the de-
volution of powers in many areas. These are positive steps forward, but it would be a great tragedy if we were to 
give those new powers and responsibilities to Wales only to see the people and the Government of Wales emascu-
lated in the Brexit negotiations. 

Tuesday 

On Tuesday morning, I joined a NATO Parliamentary As-
sembly visit to Permanent Joint Command Headquarters 
(PJHQ) at RAF Northwood for discussions about maritime 
security, particularly in the Mediterranean. We heard how 
complicated  operations in the Med have become with 
some 900 different agencies having a presence in the area, 
making coordination virtually impossible. 

 

 

Scrutinising Brexit  negotiations 

Following his statement to the House last week, David Davies, the new Secretary of State for Exiting the 
European Union, appeared in front of two committees this week, to be questioned about how the Gov-
ernment plans to proceed with negotiations. As before, there remains a great deal that we don’t know 
and in response to questions from the Foreign Affairs Select Committee, Mr. Davis’ answers were along 
the same lines as before. Article 50 will not be invoked until next year and ‘we will not air negotiation de-
cisions in public.’ Part of the discussion centred on whether there would need to be legislation to imple-
ment Brexit, during the course of which Mr. Davis gave a clear warning to the House of Lords (where 
there is thought to be significant opposition to Brexit) that it ‘would be unwise not to take the mandate 
seriously (i.e. the majority in favour of Brexit). 

 

Digital Economy Bill (2nd Reading) 

Aside from the Wales Bill, the other piece of legislation considered this week was the Digital Economy Bill. 
This Bill seeks to address a wide variety of issues including access to broadband in rural areas, protecting 
children online  and how to impose penalties when much online content is produced overseas. For some 
the Bill does not go far enough, Maria Miller (Basingstoke) highlighted the burden placed on the police 
investigating social media complaints, 

There is one other area on which I hope to encourage the Minister to reflect, and that is the impact on the police. 

https://goo.gl/5awxjz
https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/the-permanent-joint-headquarters
https://goo.gl/Y6xNsO
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The chief of the College of Policing, Alex Marshall, has said that social media complaints now make up half of all 
calls to the police. That is an extraordinary fact, yet the Bill makes no mention of how we can lay off some of the 
charges that are being incurred by the police when they deal with those who produce products that elicit this sort 
of illegal activity and concern from our constituents and who make a healthy profit out of their online activities. We 
need to consider a swift plan of action and to put in place a levy to fund additional police costs if online abuse is not 
tackled speedily. 

In a similar vein, Gill Furniss (Sheffield, Brightside and Hillsborough) highlighted the limits of enforcing age 
verification measures designed to protect children from pornography, 

As grateful as I am to the Minister for taking this issue seriously, I am afraid that I am going to hold feet to the fire 
when it comes to the detail of the Bill. The creation of an age-verification regulator with the power to impose finan-
cial penalties and enforcement notices on websites sends a strong message about how seriously we are taking this 
issue. The problems come with the enforcement of these powers. The key weakness of the Bill is that these powers 
are not enforceable outside the UK’s jurisdiction, where the majority of pornography websites are based. The regu-
lator may well be able to impose a hefty fine on a website for a refusal to put age-verification measures in place, 
but if the site is based abroad there is nothing the regulator can do to compel payment. 

 

Wednesday 

PMQs 

On Monday, the Education Secretary announced a long-expected consultation on expanding grammar 
schools in England. In PMQs, the issue emerged again, with merits of the policy being the subject of heat-
ed debate.  

In an exchange with the PM, Jeremy Corbyn said; 

Let me quote to her what a critic of grammar schools 
said: 

“There is a kind of hopelessness about the demand to 
‘bring back’ grammars, an assumption that this country 
will only ever be able to offer a decent education to a 
select few.” 

He goes on to say: 

“I want the Conservative Party to rise above that atti-
tude”. 

Those are not my words, but those of the former right hon. Member for Witney (David Cameron). Is he not correct 
that what we need is investment in all of our schools and a good school for every child, not this selection at the age 
of 11? 

 

Urgent Question—Concentrix 

Treasury Minister, Jane Ellison, faced a hostile Chamber on Wednesday afternoon in responding to an Ur-
gent Question about the performance of Concentrix. The company was awarded a contract by HMRC in 
2014 to check people’s eligibility for tax credits. Over the past few months, many MPs have been contact-
ed by constituents in deep distress and financial hardship having been accused wrongly of fraud. I have 
been contacted by several families who have received letters from Concentrix erroneously accusing them 
of providing inaccurate information. 

The Minister conceded that the system was not working and that the contract with Concentrix would not 
be renewed. 

http://www.madeleinemoonmp.com/
https://goo.gl/n0DPv6
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https://goo.gl/awrAA2
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 Despite the best efforts of the staff manning the phones, Concentrix, with the high volume of calls in recent weeks, 
has not been providing the high levels of customer service that the public expect and which are required in its con-
tract. HMRC has therefore given notice that this contract will not be renewed beyond its end date in May 2017. 
HMRC is also no longer passing new cases to Concentrix, but is instead working with it as a matter of urgency to 
improve the service it provides to claimants and to resolve outstanding cases. I can confirm to the House that 150 
HMRC staff have been redeployed with immediate effect to help it to resolve any issues people are having with 
their claims as quickly as possible. 

Robert Jenrick (Newick) summarised the problem  of outsourcing such functions 

The National Audit Office found that the Concentrix contract delivered savings of £500,000 in 2014-15 compared 
with the original estimate of £285 million. It was expected to deliver at best half the original savings planned in the 
contract. As we have heard, and as we have learned from our constituency postbags, there were a large number of 
errors in the process. What more can the Government do to improve the tendering process in future, particularly at 
HMRC, and to improve the managerial capability at HMRC, so that we do not have such mistakes in future? 

 

Albania 

The Inter-Parliamentary Union operates to arrange exchanges between Parlia-
mentarians around the world. This week, I helped host a visit from the Albanian 
Parliament, a delegation which included the Speaker, Ilir Meta. It was a great 
pleasure to meet the group; Albania has made huge strides towards democracy , 
which is particularly inspiring given the appalling conditions Albania endured  un-
der the Hoxha regime , the collapse of Ponzi schemes in the 1990s. The country 

has transformed itself into one of Europe’s top holiday destinations, priding itself on being a safe destina-
tion for foreign visitors. 

Thursday 

Business Questions 

Thursday morning’s Business Questions offer the opportunity for Backbench MPs to raise any issue they 
choose. I took the opportunity to highlight the publication of a report yesterday by the All Party Parlia-
mentary Group on Social Work on mental health services, and in particular the needs of veterans.  

May we have a debate on the all-party parliamentary group on social work’s excellent report on adult mental 
health in England, especially section 2 on meeting the needs of diverse and marginalised groups, including ex-
military personnel with dual diagnosis of mental health problems, substance misuse and complex needs? Veterans 
are a unique group whose lives have been shattered by service to their country and too many of them are ending 
up in prison because of mental health problems. 

 

Hinkley Point C 

After more twists and turns than anyone can care to remember, the Secretary of State for Business, Ener-
gy and Industrial Strategy, Greg Clark, announced that the Government had decided to proceed with the 
construction of Hinkley Point C nuclear power station. It had been thrown into doubt over the summer 
when the Government decided to delay a final decision in the context of wider concern about foreign in-
vestment in critical infrastructure projects. Greg Clark put forward what the Government sees as the posi-
tive outcomes of proceeding; 

The investment will secure 7% of the UK’s electricity needs for 60 years, helping to replace existing nuclear capacity 
that is due to be decommissioned in the decade ahead. The electricity generated will be reliable and low carbon, 
and therefore completely compatible with our climate change obligations. Hinkley Point C will inaugurate a new era 
of UK nuclear power, with UK-based businesses benefiting from almost two thirds of the £18 billion value of the 
project, and 26,000 jobs and apprenticeships will be created. 

The project is not without its critics; not least the view that the UK should be investing in renewable tech-
nologies rather than nuclear and in some quarters, concern about the cost of the investment, summed up 

https://goo.gl/dl8gLA
https://goo.gl/Y0Wgjj
https://goo.gl/49hf5Q


by the contribution from Tom Brake (Carshalton and Wallington); 

Having pressed the pause button, why is the Secretary of State now pressing the fast-forward button? Does he not 

recognise that, as the Financial Times has pointed out, this project does not represent value for money? Does he 

accept that the cost to consumers has gone from £6 billion to £30 billion and that his Government are now willing 

to put in public subsidy, which, under the coalition, they said they would not do? Also, this is happening at a time 

when the cost of renewables is plummeting. 

Domestic Violence 

A harrowing debate on domestic violence took place on Thursday afternoon following a report report by 
Women’s Aid ; MPs shared details of their constituents’ experiences of domestic violence and how  on 
too many occasions, failures had led to abuse being perpetuated  and tragically children losing their lives. 
The debate opened with a moving speech by Angela Smith (Penistone and Stocksbridge). This is a small 
extract, the full speech can be accessed through this link. 

 

The debate today is not really about courts, laws and statutory agencies; it is 
about children—or, rather, it is about children whose mothers have been sub-
ject to domestic abuse and who themselves have become victims of violent 
and coercive fathers. This debate, in particular, is about the 19 children who 
have died at the hands of their fathers over the past 10 years, all of whom had 
access to their children through formal or informal child contact arrange-
ments. 

 

I was able to make several contributions including this one drawing on the experience of constituents; 

Does the right hon. Lady agree that sometimes family courts mistake fathers’ persistence over access, and their 
going through the courts time and again, for their taking an interest in their children, when it is intimidation and 
bullying of their former partner? Frighteningly, in my constituency, I have had a CAFCASS worker tell children who 
were afraid of their father and did not want to visit him that if they did not go, their mother would be in deep trou-
ble, so they had to go and see him. That is shocking behaviour from any professional. 

 

 

Kayleigh Bear 

My London office received a special visitor on Wednesday afternoon, 
Kayleigh Bear. Kayleigh Bear is part of a campaign to raise awareness of 
Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine Glioma (DIPG), a rare, aggressive and inoperable 
type of brain tumour. Wes Streeting MP (Ilford North) has recruited MPs to 
have their picture taken with Kayleigh to support the campaign launched by 
one of his constituents whose daughter was diagnosed with the condition 
earlier this year. The aim is to secure funding for research into a cure. I was 
delighted to support an important campaign. You can read more about the 
campaign here. 
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