
THIS WEEK IN PARLIAMENT– 14-18 November, 2016 

Welcome to my This Week in Parliament, my weekly newsletter on events and 
developments in Parliament. Let me know what you think of the new layout! 
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Monday 

Debates which originate in public petitions are a fairly new innovation, although the           
mechanism of petitioning Parliament has a long history. The Petitions Committee,           
composed of backbench MPs, handle public petitions  and can put them forward for debate, 
these are usually held in Westminster Hall. On Monday afternoon, a petition asking for 
greater protection of police dogs and horses was debated. You can read more information 
about the Petitions Committee here.  

The petition was  inspired by an attack on a police dog called Finn. The incident is now    
subject to a legal case so could not be discussed in detail, but the wider issue of the role 
these animals play, the dangers they face and how to improve the situation were              
given a thorough examination. 

One of the main problems highlighted is that under existing legislation, namely the Animal 
Welfare Act 2006, long sentences are rarely imposed, while the other option of using the 
Criminal Damage Act 1971, likens an attack on an animal with that of a police vehicle.  

 

Gareth Johnson MP (Dartford, Con): Can 
we smash this myth that 10 years’              
imprisonment is available in almost any  
circumstance for assaults on police dogs 
and horses? For the matter to come before 
the Crown court with its extended                      

sentencing powers would require the damage involved to exceed £5,000. I suggest there has 
never been such a case and that 10 years’ imprisonment has never been available for any 
offender convicted of such offence. 

 

House of Commons 
London 
SW1A 0AA 
Westminster: 020 7219 0814 
Bridgend: 01656 750 002 
madeleine.moon.mp@parliament.uk 

I also produce regular email updates on: 
- Welfare and Benefit Reforms 

- Environment and International Development 
- Policing and Criminal Justice 

- Defence 
To subscribe to any of these, simply email me 

Parliament returned after a short recess this week to discuss a wide range of issues             
including protection for police animals, industrial action by prison officers and the crisis in 
social care. I was able to intervene in on several occasions. I have included a section on        
Parliamentary Questions following a question for a constituent. Please get in touch if you 
have questions about how Parliament works. Finally, please have a look at the last page and 
how you can help a great local cause. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-14/debates/D856FCAE-9EF4-49CF-99A0-AF5F379BEF94/PoliceDogsAndHorses
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/petitions-committee/role/
mailto:madeleine.moon.mp@parliament.uk


 

Page 2 THIS  WEEK IN PARLIAMENT MADELEINE MOON MP 

David Mackintosh MP (Northampton South, Con): I note that the Government’s response states that the 
maximum penalty for such offences is 10 years, but figures supplied by the House of Commons Library 
show that in 2015, the average custodial sentence for a prosecution under the Animal Welfare Act 2006 
Act was just 3.3 months and the average fine just £244. Custodial sentences applied in just 10% of convic-
tions. What sort of message does that send about how we treat and protect animals acting to uphold the 
law and who work to keep us safe? 

 

At the end of these debates, a Government Minister is required to reply, which may contain an indication 
of how the Government intends to address the issue raised (or not as the case may be). The response this 
time was an undertaking to work with other government departments to look at the legislation and     
sentencing guidelines; 

Brandon Lewis (Minister for Policing and the Fire Service): The petition calls for protection in line with 
that afforded to police support animals by the US Federal Law Enforcement Animal Protection Act 2000, as 
the hon. Member for West Ham said. Under that legislation, causing harm to a police animal in the US   
carries a maximum tariff of one year in prison. Where the offence is more serious, the maximum penalty 
can be as high as 10 years, so the maximum penalties available there, if used, are about the same as the 
maximum penalties here in England and Wales. The issue is whether they are being used and presented in 
the right way. I agree that the framework within which the offence is held, prosecuted and used is crucial; 
at the moment, many people feel that it is not ideal. That is why I have outlined that I will work with      
colleagues from the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs and the Ministry of Justice, as 
well as campaigners and colleagues throughout this House, to consider how we can take the issue forward 
in a positive way. 

Tuesday 

 

Prison Protests 

The protests by prison officers was discussed on Tuesday following an Urgent Question. This follows         
several weeks of reports about the difficulties being faced by prison officers and unrest in several prisons. 
I am one of a fairly small number of MPs with a prison in their constituency, HMP Parc & YOI, so I was able 
to raise the work being done at Parc with the Secretary of State for Justice; 

 

Parc prison in Bridgend has an enviable record of successful 
work in cutting intergenerational reoffending, reducing 
reoffending and of family intervention, which makes a                  
difference. Does the Secretary of State understand the            
importance not just of staff numbers, but of appropriately 
skilled and trained officers, and, once we get them, of retaining 
them, because her record to date does not show that she does? 

 

 

Elizabeth Truss, Secretary of State for Justice: I completely agree that retaining staff is vital, which is 
why we have given these additional freedoms to governors. We are also recruiting more staff to the   
frontline so that staff feel safer, which is a very important part of the job. By having more staff on the 
frontline, we will enable more time to be spent turning offenders’ lives around, which is why the prison 
officers to whom I speak wanted to go into the service in the first place. What is important is getting 
offenders into jobs and off drugs. 

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-15/debates/1E66F42C-396C-4146-98B5-AB563EBBF390/PrisonOfficersAssociationProtestAction
https://goo.gl/3DsrBM
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To get in touch, write to me at: 47 Nolton Street  Bridgend, CF31 3AA   Call:  01656 750002 
Email: moonm@parliament.uk 

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/madeleine.moon; or visit www. madeleinemoonmp.com 
 

Ticket Sales 

The Culture, Media and Sport Select Committee held a one-off evidence session on Tuesday to explore 
how tickets for concerts and sporting events are sold online. The aim was to look the distortion of        
ticketing markets through the use of technology which harvests large number of tickets from one website 
called prime sites and sells them onto a secondary site, reducing availability and forcing up the price.  

 

The Committee discovered during the course of the     
session that owners of prime sites, also own secondary 
sites, posing questions about a lack of transparency for 
consumers. The session ran for three hours, but the     
evidence presented by the first series of witnesses 
(managers of performers) highlighted the problem. The 
transcript is not available, but this short clip gives an 
overview. 

 

 

The question lottery 

Last week, a constituent got in touch to ask the following question—when the Speaker calls a member to 
ask a question, is this ad hoc or have members given notice  to the Speaker that they wish to be called? 
The simple answer is MPs have to give notice for oral questions asked on the floor of the House, but there 
is a system and a number of factors which come into play.  

 

There is a rota for oral questions—each Ministerial team from a Government department comes to the 
House on a regular basis to answer questions. All MPs who don’t have Ministerial responsibilities (both 
Government and Shadow Ministers) can table oral questions. Tabling can be done on paper, but several 
years ago, Parliament moved into the digital age and tabling can now be done electronically. Once a  
question is tabled, it is a matter of wait and see. The Table Office (staffed by clerks of the House) conduct 
what is called the shuffle, which is exactly what you imagine, a lottery whereby questions are drawn from 
the hat. It means you can go many weeks without success.  

 

In the Chamber, the Speaker will call the Member on the list, who then calls out the number of their   
question on the Order Paper (you can see an example of this here), the Minister answers and then the MP 
asks a supplementary question. The question the Member tabled is often quite general and is available 
for everyone to see. Members can choose to tell the Minister in advance what their supplementary         
question is, but more often than not, only the Member will know beforehand.  Below is an example,         
although it is worth listening to the clip too; 

 

Tom Blenkinsop (Middlesbrough South and East Cleveland, Lab): 7. What              
assessment he has made of the effect of changes to local authority social care       
budgets on the level of delayed discharges from hospital. 

 

David Mowat (Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Health): The Government 
are giving councils access to a further £3.5 billion for social care by 2019, which will 

http://www.madeleinemoonmp.com/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/culture-media-and-sport-committee/news-parliament-2015/ticket-abuse-follow-up-16-17/
https://goo.gl/mGgqVx
https://goo.gl/mGgqVx
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201617/cmagenda/OP161116.pdf
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-15/debates/0C23E632-BF49-4494-A589-1360AE46B08F/DelayedHospitalDischarges
https://goo.gl/sgBYLG
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 mean a real-terms increase over the lifetime of this Parliament. The causes of delayed transfers of care are 
complex and, frankly, vary considerably by local council. 

 

Tom Blenkinsop (Middlesbrough South and East Cleveland, Lab): The Care Quality Commission has     
commented that social care is on the verge of collapse. The Government have had six years of warnings in 
relation to this matter, yet they have cut £4 billion from the social care budget. Will the Secretary of State 
for Health be talking to his colleague the Chancellor of the Exchequer to ensure that the £4 billion is        
replaced in the autumn statement? 

 

David Mowat (Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Health): The system is under pressure but we 
also know that the best way to achieve the best results is faster integration, and not just money. I will give 
the hon. Gentleman an example. There is a massive disparity between councils. The best 10% of councils 
have 20 times fewer delayed transfers of care than the worst 10%. It is not just about money, as the       
budgets are not 20 times different. Indeed, many councils have been able to increase their budgets,               
including Middlesbrough. 

For Prime Minister’s Questions, there is still a lottery, but Members simply table ‘If the Prime Minister will 
list her official engagements.’  Ministers and their civil servants can make an educated guess about a    
supplementary question based on what the Member has asked before or their constituency interests, it is 
much more difficult for the Prime Minister. Although, her own MPs will almost certainly have shared their 
question beforehand.  

Wednesday 

 

Wednesday was a day of supporting campaigns; from ending violence against women to ensuring Guide 
Dogs and their owners can use taxis and other private hire vehicles unhindered. 

 

Istanbul Convention 

Women’s Aid are leading a campaign to persuade the                 
Government to ratify a Convention on Preventing and Combating 
Violence against Women and Domestic Violence, otherwise 
known as the Istanbul Convention. The Convention (which         
originates in the Council of Europe) is the first legally binding            
instrument to cover all forms of violence against women includ-
ing, domestic abuse, sexual violence, FGM, forced marriage,  
stalking, sexual harassment and so-called honour based violence. 
It contains detailed measures in areas of policy, prevention,            
protection, provision and prosecution.  

 

 

Adult Social Care 

While adult social care featured in health questions, it was also the subject of a debate on Wednesday 
afternoon. While the policy area is a devolved responsibility of the Welsh Assembly Government, the 
problems we face are the same; how to provide quality care for people which retains their dignity, with 
an increasingly  ageing population against the backdrop of shrinking budgets. In opening the debate,    
Barbara Keeley MP (Worsley and Eccles South, Lab) highlighted the position of care workers; 

 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2016-11-16/debates/DFB284D3-A7C7-477E-A7E3-95E8C0244A82/SocialCare#contribution-25711D9E-1F5B-40A5-A497-E7DD647973A3
https://goo.gl/hVgO6v
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Care staff receive less than the national minimum wage. They are 
not paid for travel time and they are not paid the correct rate if 
they sleep over. We should value our care staff more highly, we 
should pay them properly, we should train them, and they should 
know that they do a valued job. 

The reasons for the social care funding crisis are clear: insufficient 
funding in the face of growing demand and a fragile market in the 
provision of social care. We know that people are living longer and 
that demand on social care services continues to increase. People 
aged 85 and over are the group most likely to need care, and their 
numbers are projected to rise sharply in the coming years.          
Moreover, the gap between need and funding has grown wider 
since 2010. 

I was able to make an intervention during the debate about poor quality care due to the demands on the 
system; 

As chair of the all-party group on Parkinson’s—and motor neurone disease—I have had repeated         
complaints about the 15-minute calls that local authorities are being forced to introduce because of cuts 
in their social care allowance. They mean that people are neglected: carers literally run in, and, if the          
person cannot communicate or has poor mobility, the quality of their care is appalling. 

 

Thursday 

A long running issue, that of the whether the population of the Chagos Islands, a British Overseas            
Territory located in the Indian Ocean, should be allowed to return was the subject of an urgent question. 
The Chagos Islanders were removed in 1966 following an agreement between the UK and US                  
Governments to allow the US to construct an   airbase. The Foreign and Commonwealth Office published 
a statement on Wednesday confirming that the UK Government would not facilitate the resettlement of 
the population, in spite of a recent report by KCMG which had suggested that it might be possible. The 
FCO Minister, Sir Alan Duncan MP, set out the reasons; 

Like successive Governments before them, this Government have expressed their sincere regret about the 
manner in which Chagossians were removed from the British Indian Ocean Territory in the late 1960s and 
early 1970s. It is right that the UK Government paid substantial compensation to Chagossians—nearly 
£15.5 million in current prices—and the British courts and the European Court of Human Rights have con-
firmed that compensation has already been paid in full and final settlement. 

We must now look forward, not back, on decisions about the future of the British Indian Ocean Territory. 
The Government have considered this complex issue very closely and carried out an independent feasibil-
ity study of the practicalities of resettlement and a public consultation, which sought better to gauge the 
demand for resettlement by illustrating the most realistic way in which resettlement would hypothetically 
take place. The Government have looked carefully at the practicalities of setting up a small remote com-
munity on low-lying islands and the challenges that such a community would face. We were particularly 
concerned about the difficulty of establishing modern public services, about the limited healthcare and 
education that it would be possible to provide—which would create difficulties for any new population 
and especially for elderly Chagossians returning to the islands—and about the lack of realistic economic 
opportunities. 

The Government have now considered all the available information and decided against the resettlement 
of the Chagossian people on the grounds of feasibility, defence and security interests, and the cost to the 
British taxpayer. 

In response, Andrew Rosindell (Romford, Con) raised a number of questions. The campaign will undoubt-

https://goo.gl/OC7chA
https://goo.gl/Oz8GYU
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2016-11-17/debates/DF14B27E-3DEF-4D46-917D-33E93DDD0C5C/ChagosIslands
https://goo.gl/7IjeSi


edly continue; 

Andrew Rosindell:  I thank the Minister for his reply, but does he not understand the shock, anger and 
dismay among members of the Chagossian community in the United Kingdom, in Mauritius and in the  
Seychelles who were displaced from their homeland in the 1960s at the Government’s decision not to          
allow resettlement? Does he not realise that they are British subjects who are entitled to the same rights, 
freedoms and self-determination that all British citizens should have? How can the Government defend the 
right of self-determination for the people of the Falkland Islands, Gibraltar and other British overseas           
territories, while completely denying the same rights to the people of the Chagos Islands? 

Why have the Government ignored the arguments put forward over the years by the all-party                      
parliamentary group on the Chagos Islands and by experts concerning viability, sustainability, cost,            
funding, defence and security, international human rights obligations and the views of the courts, which 
since 2000 have deplored the treatment of the Chagossians? Have the Government properly considered 
the Supreme Court conclusion that, in the light of the KPMG study, maintaining the ban on Chagossian    
return might no longer be legal? 

 

Help save KPC Youth – Donate on 29 November 2016! 

Away from Parliament, in the constituency I recently met the 
KPC Youth Project Development Manager, Alison Mawby to 
discuss the future of the youth club. The youth club, KPCY has 
been operating for nearly 16 years in Pyle, but its buildings are 
now in desperate need of repair. At the same time, funding             
opportunities are now becoming scarce. Alison  explained that 
the situation has now become critical, time is running out and 
without help now, the club faces an uncertain future. 

 

The centre provides a wide variety of opportunities to young 
people from mentoring to computing from table tennis to               
social and soft skills. Prior to the opening of KPC Youth anti  
social behaviour and drugs use were major problems within 
the community.  Now young people have a safe and                    
supportive environment in which to socialise and develop  
during their  adolescence. I have visited the centre on a         
number of occasions; it is always full of young people taking 
part in a range of activities and somewhere full of energy and 
creativity. I hope its future can be secured so that future         
generations can have the same enjoyment. 

KPCY are taking part in the The Christmas Challenge to raise funds for repairs and to keep the centre 
open. I know at this time of year money is tight with Christmas approaching, but every donation made 
during The Christmas Challenge will be doubled. 

 

The Christmas Challenge offers supporters of participating charities the opportunity to have their dona-
tion doubled by making a donation via the KPCY page on the Big Give website—
https://secure.thebiggive.org.uk/projects/view/25620. The campaign goes live on 29 November.  

 

KPC Youth & Community  has signed up to the Big Give Xmas Challenge for this year - and are currently 
through to Stage 2 of their Application, with the aim of raising £10K to help with the core costs of running 
their project supporting young people and local unemployed in our area. 

You can find out more and support KPC Youth by visiting their website: www.kpcyouth.com  
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http://www.kpcyouth.com/

