
 

   

Many constituents who enjoy angling, and in particular fishing 

for seabass have contacted me over the past year expressing 

concern about seabass stocks and commercial fishing with    

gillnets. This is a short update on what has been happening 

and news of signs of hope that measures may be implemented 

soon to help stocks recover. Please get in touch if you have 

any  comments—details are overleaf. 

Questioning DEFRA 

In January this year, a number of constituents got in touch about a DEFRA decision that          

supported  commercial fishing of seabass, but was completely unfair to recreational fishermen. I 

followed this up with a Parliamentary question below; 

‘May we have a debate on the rather bizarre decision reached by the fisheries Minister, the hon. 

Member for Camborne and Redruth (George Eustice), at the European fisheries and open          

opportunities meeting, whereby gillnet fishing is to be allowed to continue of the endangered 

bass species, whereas domestic anglers are told they are to have a zero-take bag? It seems to me 

and many domestic anglers an absolutely unfair decision that stops their recreational fishing 

while hugely increasing the take of an endangered  species by fishermen, including in the           

Fisheries Minister’s constituency.’ 

The next step was to join forces with a number of other MPs and speak in a debate in February. 

Below is one of my contributions. If you would like to see the full debate, you can access it via 

this link http://bit.ly/2fWBZv1 or get in touch and I will send on a copy; 

‘Everywhere I looked, it was very clear that there was an urgent need to rebuild bass stocks—and 

nobody seems to dispute that. It is the core bottom line. It is an environmental and economic  

imperative, and everybody will agree on that. We know this because in 2014, the International 

Council for the Exploration of the Seas recommended an 80% cut in bass mortality across the EU 

area for 2015, following a rise in bass landings from 772 tonnes to 1,004 tonnes. We were taking 

more out of the sea than was sustainable. The bass stock in the North Atlantic fishery is 527 

tonnes—well below the trigger point of concern for the exploration of the seas, which was set at 

8,000 tonnes. Future regenerations of sea bass stocks are now in danger.’ 

Opposition from commercial fisheries 

The debate attracted fierce criticism from representatives of commercial fisheries, going so far as 

accusing me and other MPs of misleading the House.  There isn’t room here to reproduce the   

correspondence, but my response can be viewed online on the Fishing News website –          

http://bit.ly/2ef2Scf. I will be working with other sympathetic MPs to continue to highlight the 

desperate need for action to protect seabass stocks before it is too late.  
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 Signs of progress? 

Recently the European Commission published a legislative proposal which would mean commercial 
bass  exploitation will be restricted to hook and line fishing only for ten months of the year in 2017, 
with a   closure in February and March to protect spawning aggregations. In addition, recreational     
anglers will be allowed to retain ten fish a month during the ten month open season, as opposed to 
one fish a day for just six months as is currently the case. These measures, if adopted by the European      
Union, would go some way to protecting existing stocks and crucially allow them to recover in the    
longer-term.  A final decision will be made at the December Fisheries Council.  

Ahead of this, I have written to the DEFRA Minister responsible, George Eustice MP,  to ask that the UK 
take a position which is favourable to the protection of seabass stocks.  

If you would like further updates 

If you would like to receive a copy of the Minister’s reply and updates on this issue from time to time, 

please get in touch: 

 
House of Commons 

London 

SW1A 0AA 

Westminster: 020 7219 0814 

Bridgend: 01656 750 002 

madeleine.moon.mp@parliament.uk 

I also produce  weekly newsletter about the week in   

Parliament and regular email updates on: 

- Welfare and Benefit Reforms 

- Environment and International Development 

- Policing and Criminal Justice 

- Defence 

To subscribe to any of these, simply email me 

Dear George 

Measures to protect wild seabass population 

Several of my constituents have contacted me regarding the state of the wild seabass population and the 

urgent need for action to prevent any further decline. Their concern is that measures taken previously to 

protect stocks from decline such as reduction in catches have not had the desired effect, in part because 

catches have been larger than advised.  

My constituents would therefore like to see the agreement at the December Fisheries Council of a 6 month 

moratorium on sea bass catches (covering the period from January to June 2017) and a limit of 880 

tonnes placed on catches. Such measures would ensure the sea bass population is given the chance to     

recover. 

I would be grateful for your comments on this and whether you plan to seek such an agreement in        

December. 

I look forward to hearing from you.. 

Yours sincerely 

Madeleine Moon MP 

mailto:madeleine.moon.mp@parliament.uk

