
THIS WEEK IN PARLIAMENT– 16-20 January 2017 

Welcome to my This Week in Parliament, my weekly newsletter on events and 
developments in Parliament. Let me know what you think of the new layout! 
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Monday 

When a Minister offers a meeting to a backbench MP during an exchange in the House, it is 
an opportunity to grasp with both hands. Getting meetings in Ministerial diaries can often 
seem like mission impossible, so no offer is ignored. Over the past year, I have had several 
meetings with Ministers at the Department for Work and Pensions on the experience         
people with progressive, terminal conditions  such as Parkinson’s and Motor Neurone          
Disease have, in particular when they are transitioned from Disability Living Allowance (DLA) 
to the new Personal Independence Payment (PIP).  

Last autumn, I asked a          
question about applications 
for PIP and was offered a 
meeting. On Monday               
afternoon, I led a small               
delegation with representa-
tives of Parkinson’s UK and 
the Motor Neurone Disease 
Association to meet Minister 
of State for Disabled People, 
Penny Mordaunt MP. We 
had a constructive                 
discussion with the Minister 

and her team; covering issues such as the loss of Motability vehicles during the transition 
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There was a noticeable gathering of momentum on Brexit this week with several debates 
following on from the Prime Minister’s speech on Tuesday and the decision from the           
Supreme Court expected next Tuesday (24 January). At this stage, it remains impossible to 
know exactly what role Parliament will have including what MPs will be able to vote on,           
although it looks likely that there will be a vote on the final deal. I had a constructive 
meeting with the Minister for Disabled People and made a contribution to a debate on            
infrastructure in Wales and the impact of Brexit. Elsewhere there was a debate on policing, 
criminal justice and security and our Brexit negotiations. Time was also given over to a         
special debate to mark Holocaust Memorial Day next week (27th January).  

https://www.parkinsons.org.uk/
http://www.mndassociation.org/
http://www.mndassociation.org/
mailto:madeleine.moon.mp@parliament.uk
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from DLA, the time appeals take and an undertaking the Government has made to end face-to-face                   
assessments for people with progressive conditions. She gave us reassurance that the Department is look-
ing at these issues; the proof will be in the experience of the constituents who have contacted me and 
other MPs with the problems they have had with the system.  

 

Tuesday 

Brexit returned to the agenda on Tuesday with the speech by the Prime Minister setting out the Govern-
ment’s strategy. The speech was made away from the House, so the Secretary of State for Exiting the EU, 
David Davis MP came to the House to give a similar statement and answer questions. The main headlines 
on the process being that the Government will not publish a White Paper (which would set out proposals 
and legislation), Parliament will have a vote on the final deal and that they intend to negotiate a                
transitional arrangement. On the detail, David Davis set out the position; 

We will provide certainty wherever possible while recognising that we are 
about to enter a two-sided  negotiation. We have already made                       
announcements about agriculture payments and student funding. Our             
proposal to shift the acquis—the body of EU law—into UK law at the point 
of exit is designed to make the process as smooth as possible. At the point 
of exit, the same rules and laws will apply, and it will then be for this               
Parliament to determine changes in the country’s interests, for we also          
intend to take control of our own laws and end the authority of the Europe-
an Court of Justice in the UK. Laws will be made in this Parliament, and in 
the devolved Assemblies, and interpreted by our judges, not those in              
Luxembourg. 

Full membership of the EU’s customs union would prohibit new internation-
al deals, so we do not intend to remain part of the common commercial 
policy or to be bound by the common external tariff. Instead, we will seek a 

customs agreement with the EU with the aim of ensuring that cross-border trade remains as barrier-free 
as possible. Clearly, how that is achieved is a matter for negotiation. 

Finally, in terms of our exit, we have said repeatedly that it will be in no one’s interests for it to be                 
disorderly, with any sort of “cliff edge”—the words used by the Opposition—as we leave the European   
Union. We intend to reach broad agreement about the terms of our new partnership with the EU by the 
end of the two-year negotiation triggered by article 50, but then we will aim to deliver an orderly process 
of implementation. That does not mean an unlimited transitional period where the destination is not clear, 
but time for both the UK and EU member states to prepare for new arrangements, whether that be in 
terms of customs arrangements, the regulation of financial services, co-operation over criminal justice, or 
immigration controls. 

Contributors to the debate raised a wide variety of different issues and shades of opinion ; all of which 
will be subject to negotiation. Here are a couple of interesting examples; 

Albert Owen MP (Ynys Môn, Lab): The Secretary of State has said that maintaining the common travel  
area between the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland is an objective, and he has mentioned the his-
tory, but for the first time ever, one partner will be a member of the European Union and one will not. Can 
he give some clarity to people such as myself, who are by a porous border with the Republic of Ireland, on 
whether the common travel area will mean the free movement of people, or the free movement of people, 
goods and capital? Many people who travel do so with goods under these arrangements. Will Welsh ports 
be subject to customs? 

David Davis: Let me pick up both parts of the question. The hon. Gentleman is right: only one of the two 
countries in the area will be in the European Union. I discussed that issue with Mr Barnier, and the point 
that came across very clearly was that the European Union is very proud of its position in the peace          

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-01-17/debates/6431DE1E-FD3D-4930-BF67-3E86346E0F43/NewPartnershipWithTheEU
https://goo.gl/3fT9mj
https://goo.gl/Pmr0sP
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process and does not want to jeopardise it. I believe that the terms of the 1949 Act will apply, whereby 
Irish citizens will be treated the same as British citizens and vice versa. 

James Cartlidge MP (South Suffolk, Con): Whether we like it or not, it is a statement of economic fact that 
a large part of our economy is heavily dependent on hard-working, unskilled migrants from the               
European Union. Does my right hon. Friend accept that there is still likely to be some unskilled migration 
into this country after we leave the EU? If so, will it be the case, as at present, that unskilled migrants can 
come to this country legally only from the EU, or will our migration system be global, too? 

David Davis: My hon. Friend is right that a level of unskilled migration is likely to continue. Where from 
and how it is to be controlled will be matters for the new immigration policy, which will be under the            
control of this House—a point to which I keep returning. My job is to return the policy here; it will then be 
the job of this House to make the right decision in the British national interest, and I am sure that it will. 

 

Brexit and Wales 

The impact of Brexit was also the subject of a Westminster Hall debate on Tuesday afternoon, looking 
specifically at its impact on infrastructure in Wales (much of which historically has been funded in part 
from the EU). I was able to contribute to the debate, including getting an assurance on support to Ford at 
Bridgend; 

Since about 2000, we have received more than £40 million, which is pretty stunning in its own right, and 
that was only for education, infrastructure and development programmes. The funding is an absolutely 
vital resource for Bridgend County Borough Council and its strategic partners, enabling the delivery of           
major infrastructure developments. We have seen, for example, £3 million to develop three strategic             
employment sites, allowing small and medium-sized enterprises to develop and grow in Bridgend.                   
Bridgend is slap bang in the middle between Cardiff and Swansea. People do not know what comes out of 
Bridgend, but the number of niche unique firms in the county borough of Bridgend that provide critical em-
ployment to highly qualified individuals is absolutely amazing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can I guarantee that after we leave the European Union there will be, over a 20-year period, another £40 
million coming into the Bridgend constituency? Bridgend voters voted to leave, but they did not vote for 
reduced infrastructure development, worse or fewer jobs, reduced education or employment skills,          
decreased development capacity or slow tourism growth. Certainly, there will be an impact on Welsh 
youngsters, who did not have their vote, and that will affect whether they consider coming back to Wales 
to work or look further afield. We need to keep young people’s skills in Wales, and keep a range of viable 
employment opportunities for them. 

http://www.madeleinemoonmp.com/
https://goo.gl/SO8Ujl
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-01-17/debates/1F12E616-8823-4369-8885-4B8D8B381D5F/LeavingTheEUInfrastructureInWales
https://goo.gl/q9WTDH
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 Finally, my hon. Friend the Member for Cardiff West (Kevin Brennan) spoke about Ford. Can the Minister 

finally give me an assurance that whatever deal was done for Nissan is coming to Ford? The last thing I 

need is for the Ford engineers in my constituency to decide that they cannot take a risk, and to move out 

to other jobs. I need that factory and the jobs to be viable. I need the assurance and I should like it today. 

In reply, the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Guto Bebb said; 

I assure the hon. Lady that on the third page of my notes of questions to respond to is the question on Ford 
in Bridgend. It is not just about Ford in Bridgend; we also have Toyota in north Wales, which is a crucial 
part of the north-east Welsh economy. I can only repeat what was said to the Cabinet Secretary for Econo-
my and Infrastructure in Wales, Ken Skates, in a meeting that I attended with Lord Price, the Minister of 
State for International Trade: nothing that was offered to Nissan is not on the table for Ford and Toyota. 

I want to correct the hon. Lady, because some of the possible support for Ford and Toyota is a matter for 
the Welsh Government. Economic development is to a large extent a devolved matter. I fully accept the 
argument that, although the support might be coming from the Welsh Government, the reassurance has 
to be at the UK Government-level. I am delighted to say that we were able to say categorically that the 
deal offered to Nissan is on the table for Ford and Toyota when we were sitting in the office of the Welsh 
Government Economy Minister. Such businesses are crucial for the hon. Lady’s constituency in the same 
way that they are for north-east Wales, and we would not want to lose them under any future trading  
arrangements that we have with the European Union. Those commitments have been made and relayed 
to the Welsh Government. 

Albania 

From Wales to Albania, on Tuesday afternoon, I chaired a meeting of the All Party Parliamentary Group on 
Albania. Our guest was the Albanian Ambassador to the UK, His Excellency Qirjako Qirko. Mr. Qirko gave 
us an interesting overview of the situation in Albania and the wider Western Balkan region.  Economically 
Albania is doing well, 95% of its electricity is generated from hydroelectric schemes, the surplus from 
which it sells to Kosovo.  The stability of the region is a growing concern; most notably due to the growing 
influence of Russia in areas and countries with Slav populations. While the focus of concern about Russian 
influence is understandably on the Baltic states, activity in the Balkans, including interference in elections, 
is a reminder of the potential for problems elsewhere. 

Wednesday 

Prime Minister’s Questions 

The main event on Wednesday is always Prime 
Minister’s Questions. This week was no                
exception as this was the first occasion the 
House has had chance to question the Prime 
Minister on her speech on  Tuesday about 
Brexit. The role Parliament will have in this 
process still remains uncertain, in part because 
it will depend on judgement of the Supreme 
Court, due next Tuesday (24th January). The 
Prime Minister offered some clarification; 
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Ken Clarke (Rushcliffe, Con): My right hon. Friend the Member for Broxtowe (Anna  Soubry) mentioned 
the speech that the Prime Minister made yesterday. In that speech, she confirmed her commitment to 
parliamentary democracy, and I assume that she therefore accepts the long-standing convention that the 
Executive—the Government—are continuously accountable to the House for the policies that they are 
pursuing. Will she clarify whether she intends to make any further  statements of policy intentions to the 
House, and whether she expects the House to have an opportunity to vote its approval for those policies 
earlier than two years from now, when the whole negotiation has been completed? 

The Prime Minister: Yesterday my right hon. Friend the Secretary of State for Exiting the European           
Union spent two hours answering questions in the House, and there will be a further debate on matters 
relating to exiting the European Union later today. There have been a number of such debates already, 
dealing with issues that are part of the objectives that we have set. We shall have to consider the result of 
the decision of the Supreme Court, which may, if it goes against the Government, require legislation. 
There will be an opportunity in the great repeal Bill to consider a number of issues relating to exiting the 
EU, but as for voting on the actual deal that we have, we cannot do so until we know what it is. That is 
why I said yesterday that Parliament would have a vote when we knew what the deal was. 

Security, policing and criminal justice 

Hot on the heels of this exchange came a general debate on security, law  enforcement and criminal             
justice and Brexit. General debates are on a neutral motion and do not end with a vote. The motions take 
a similar format, ‘That this House considered xxx.’ In this case, ‘That this House has considered existing 
the EU and security, law enforcement and criminal justice.’ The debate is likely to be one in a series of 
debates on different policy areas and what Brexit will mean in each case. Contributions to the debate 
sought to draw out some of the detail of the issues the Government will have to negotiate on;                          

The Minister opening the debate set out the nature of this process; 

Brandon Lewis  (Minister for Policing and the Fire Service): We are at the             
beginning of a complex process to agree a new relationship with the EU. This is 
new territory for both sides, and it is way too early to say exactly what that             
relationship will look like. I am sure there will be many and varied views              
expressed from around the Chamber today and in the months ahead, but I am 
also confident that nobody will argue against the importance of fighting cross-
border crime and of defending security across Europe. 

Much of the debate went on to focus on how the UK would secure access to 
functions such as the European Arrest Warrant, shared European databases 

and Europol (which coordinates EU-wide police cooperation). 

Dominic Grieve MP (Beaconsfield, Con): The Minister will be aware that one consequence of leaving the 
European Union, as the Prime Minister has indicated, is that we withdraw from, as she puts it, 

“the jurisdiction of the European Court of Justice”. 

But many of these justice co-operation functions ultimately come under the jurisdiction of the European 
Court. I find it difficult to understand what arrangement the Government envisage to address that issue—
perhaps they wish to have a separate tribunal system set up to apply the rules—because, even for states 
outside the EU, the ECJ’s rulings on these key areas of security co-operation are very important. 

Brandon Lewis: I appreciate my right hon. and learned Friend’s point. One piece of work we will do            
during the negotiations is to ensure that we get something bespoke for the United Kingdom. One                   
temptation is to look at what other countries have done. As I mentioned earlier, there are countries who 

https://goo.gl/cIuXMA
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-01-18/debates/D3BD1E6E-0C8F-4294-BFCB-4A542A16BBB5/LeavingTheEUSecurityLawEnforcementAndCriminalJustice
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-01-18/debates/D3BD1E6E-0C8F-4294-BFCB-4A542A16BBB5/LeavingTheEUSecurityLawEnforcementAndCriminalJustice
https://goo.gl/OZu6Dz
https://goo.gl/jssg6o


work with Europol—the United States is a good example—that are not members of the EU and have 
found ways to make it work. We can look at those examples, but we actually need to develop a bespoke 
solution for the United Kingdom. 

Yvette Cooper MP (Normanton, Pontefract and Castleford, Lab): The Minister will know that although 
several countries have operational and strategic partnerships with Europol, they do not have a say in the 
overall of direction of Europol and, in many cases, do not have access to all its databases—the most              
crucial aspect. Is he ruling out trying to remain a member of Europol, and is he aiming to have access to all 
Europol’s databases? 

Brandon Lewis: I am not ruling anything in or out; I am looking to make sure that we get the                   
bespoke deal that is right for this country. I am not going to prejudge the outcome of the negotiations over 
the next couple of years. 

House of Commons Defence Select Committee visit to Barrow-in-Furness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday afternoon, I joined a Defence Select Committee visit to BAE Systems’ maritime dockyard 
at Barrow-in-Furness. The programme included visiting the submarine assembly halls, meeting with trade 
union representatives and talking to some of the apprentices employed on the site. The visit forms part of 
an ongoing inquiry into the UK’s shipbuilding strategy and capability.  

Thursday 

The Leader of the House announces the forthcoming business for the next week or so on a Thursday and 
then takes questions on a range of issues, about which he does not have any prior warning. It means that 
unlike most other question times, he is required to respond on anything and everything, which is not al-
ways easy as the following exchange demonstrates; 

Paul Flynn MP (Newport West, Lab): Warm congratulations, Mr Speaker, as you approach the prime of 
life and the halfway point of your Speakership. You may be surprised to know that for all but two of your 
54 years, Severn bridge users have been ripped off by the bridges being used as a cash cow. They have 
suffered double taxation, paying for the national road system and the local tolls. Can that rip-off now be 
ended as the bridges come into public control? It would be an immense benefit for accessibility on both 
sides of the Severn. 

David Lidington (Leader of the House): I have sometimes heard Welsh people say, “You have to pay to 
come to Wales, because it is such a privilege to visit, whereas everybody wants to get back to England in a 
hurry.” 

Christian Matheson MP (City of Chester, Lab): Does the Leader of the House want to start again? 
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David Lidington: No, no—they say it in the nicest possible way—[Interruption.] The point that perhaps I 
did not make clearly enough is that my interlocutors say to me, “If you tried to charge people to get back 
into England, they would want to stay in Wales and never leave.” 

The hon. Member for Newport West (Paul Flynn) made a serious point, which I will take up with Transport 
Ministers. The tolls help to pay for the cost of the crossings and that is important, but I will get the                 
relevant Transport Minister to write to the hon. Gentleman on the subject. 

Holocaust Memorial Day 

As is customary on Thursday afternoons, time is given over to debates chosen by the Backbench Business 
Committee, the membership of which is cross-party. The debate on Thursday was arranged to mark            
Holocaust Memorial Day on January 27th. There were many interesting contributions from Members, 
many of whom recounted stories of their constituents and visits to former concentration camps.  

The full debate is available here. 

One contribution gives a sense of the debate and the importance of remembering what happened; 

 

Sir Eric Pickles MP (Brentwood and Ongar, Con): Last 
April, I visited Treblinka, the former Nazi death camp, 
which the people of Poland have preserved as testimony 
to man’s inhumanity to man. No country suffered more 
than Poland and the world is grateful for the way in 
which it has acted as the custodian of these absolutely 
terrible places. 

Treblinka was unambiguously a death camp. Most             
victims survived only a few hours, and those who were 
too frail to make it to the gas chambers were escorted to 
a hospital, which was a façade—it was an open pit at 
which they were shot and then thrown in. Some of the 
victims were still alive when they were thrown in. 

The Nazis, in their shame, destroyed their apparatus of genocide in the face of the advancing Soviet 
troops. The best estimate is that somewhere between 700,000 and 900,000 Jews and around 2,000 Roma 
were killed in Treblinka’s gas chambers. More Jews were killed at Treblinka than at any other Nazi             
extermination camp apart from Auschwitz. It is a grim place. There is a dignified monument and carefully 
laid stones remembering the different communities. 

I laid a wreath at the site and following the visit, as most politicians do, I tweeted my observations. Within 
minutes I received a tweet that said: 

“No one died at Treblinka, it was a transit camp. There were no gas chambers, no crematoria, no mass 
graves”. 

I have no idea whether the person who sent me that tweet believed it or not, and it is too easy to dismiss 
this as yet another example of our post-truth world’s fake news, which is all too prevalent on social media, 
but I think there is something more sinister going on. Members will recall the long-established 10 stages of 
a holocaust or genocide starting with classification and working through persecution and extermination. 
Of course, the 10th and final stage is holocaust denial: it did not happen; the numbers are exaggerated; 
there were not that many Jews in the first place; they brought it on themselves; the Jews are using it to 
justify their actions. To forget or belittle continues the holocaust.                                                                                                                             
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