
THIS WEEK IN PARLIAMENT– 23– 27 January 2017 

Welcome to my This Week in Parliament, my weekly newsletter on events and 
developments in Parliament. Your feedback is always welcome! 
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Monday 

Proceedings started with Home Office questions. Last year, I wrote an article about what 
Canada has done to help Syrian refugees and what lessons we could learn. Bridgend County 
Borough Council has played its part in the UK’s efforts and many constituents have been in 
touch to ask how they can help. In an exchange during questions, the Minister gave an              
update on the progress so far and highlighted a new website which gives more information 
about how individuals and local authorities can help; 

Ben Wallace (Minister for Security): The resettlement programme is on track to deliver the 
commitment to resettle 20,000 vulnerable Syrians during this Parliament. Between the start 
of October 2015 and the end of September 2016, 4,162 people have been resettled under the 
Syrian vulnerable persons resettlement scheme across 175 different local authorities. 

Helen Whately MP (Faversham and Mid Kent, Con): My constituents have been deeply 
moved by the refugee crisis and have asked me what they can do to help. I welcome the 
launch last year of the community sponsorship scheme. Will my hon. Friend update the 
House on the scheme’s progress and what more he is doing to harness the generosity of the 
British people? 

Ben Wallace: The community sponsorship scheme was launched on 19 July 2016. The 
scheme embodies the commitment that the Prime Minister made when she was Home              
Secretary to allow individuals, charities, faith groups, churches and businesses to support 
refugees. My hon. Friend’s constituents are, indeed, part of that generous giving, because 
they want to help some very vulnerable people. A “help refugees in the UK” webpage has 
been developed to make it easier for any member of the public to support refugees in the 
UK, and to allow local authorities to focus support on the goods and services that refugees 
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I also produce regular email updates on: 
- Welfare and Benefit Reforms 

- Environment and International Development 
- Policing and Criminal Justice 

- Defence 
To subscribe to any of these, simply email me 

This week has been all about Brexit; starting with the Supreme Court judgement on         
Tuesday, through the confirmation that a White Paper would be published on Wednesday 
and ending on Thursday with the publication of the Bill which would give the Prime Minister 
the power to invoke Article 50. The next few weeks of Parliamentary business will be almost  
exclusively focused on this Bill. Other issues which received an airing included the failed    
Trident missile test, prisons and access to Breast Cancer drugs. I have also included some 
news from the House of Lords and the outcome of an inquiry by the Public Accounts       
Committee. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-01-23/debates/9287D5C3-1C0F-4D0D-9D89-E73B8AAB2826/VulnerableSyrianFamilies
https://goo.gl/wg1Hlf
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need. 

The website mentioned above can be accessed here. 

 

Trident 

Following press reports over the weekend about the failure of a Trident missile test not long before              
Parliament debated and approved the continuation of Trident, the Secretary of State for Defence was 
forced to respond to an urgent question on the subject. He stuck carefully to the line of not discussing de-
tails of operations. 

In the past, MPs were forbidden from accessing emails or the internet during debates (and overt use is 
frowned upon by Mr. Speaker). It does mean that news of real time developments can be used to                      
illustrate a point and hold Ministers to account in a way that would not have been possible even 5 years 
ago.  

 

Mary Creagh MP (Wakefield, Lab): The Secretary of State has ad-
vised us not to believe everything we read in the Sunday           
newspapers, but should we believe the Whitehouse official who, 
while we have been debating, has confirmed to CNN that the mis-
sile did auto-self-destruct off the coast of Florida? If that is the 
case, why are the British Parliament and the British public the last 
to know about it? 

 

 

Sir Michael Fallon (Secretary of State for Defence): As I have said, we do not in this House—and nor did 
any previous Government—give operational details of the demonstration and shakedown operation of 
one of our submarines conducting a test with one of our Trident missiles. 

 

Resigning MPs 

Two MPs have recently resigned and there will be by-elections on 23rd February to replace them.                    
Technically MPs cannot resign, they can only leave the House of Commons if they die or are expelled.  
Parliament therefore gives Mr. Speaker the power to appoint an MP who wishes to stand down before a 
General Election to a new position, with rather grand sounding titles – the Steward and Bailiffs of the     
Chiltern Hundreds and the Manor of Northstead. These positions were traditionally paid for by the Crown, 
but these days they are unpaid and just a Parliamentary formality to allow an MP to stand down. You can 
read more about the history of this here 

Before questions on Monday, the Labour Chief Whip formally requested the Speaker issue a warrant to 
confirm two appointments; for Tristam Hunt and Jamie Reed and therefore confirm the by-elections. You 
can see the exchange here.  

Tuesday 

In the wake of the Supreme Court judgement on Tuesday morning, as would be expected  the Secretary 

of State for Exiting the EU, David Davis came to the House of Commons to set out  the Government’s         

response and what we can expect  to happen next.  

I can announce today that we will shortly introduce legislation allowing the Government to move ahead 
with invoking article 50, which starts the formal process of withdrawing from the EU. We received the 
lengthy 96-page judgment just a few hours ago, and Government lawyers are assessing it carefully, but 
this will be a straightforward Bill. It is not about whether or not the UK should leave the EU. That decision 

https://www.gov.uk/helprefugees
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-01-23/debates/F1A6B273-AC23-4408-9B0C-81FE88B081F2/TridentTestFiring
https://goo.gl/O7YRsX
http://www.parliament.uk/site-information/glossary/chiltern-hundreds/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-01-23/debates/0DD72243-97BE-4C90-B54D-60F1417551AF/Prayers
https://goo.gl/3P9QgU
https://goo.gl/M5jtn1
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has already been made by the people of the UK. We will work with colleagues in both Houses to ensure 
that this Bill is passed in good time for us to invoke article 50 by the end of March this year, as my right 
hon. Friend the Prime Minister has set out. 

We will within days introduce legislation to give the Government the legal power to trigger article 50 and 
begin the formal process of withdrawal. It will be separate from the great repeal Bill that will be              
introduced later this year to repeal the European Communities Act 1972. It will be the most                    
straightforward Bill possible to give effect to the decision of the people and respect the Supreme Court’s 
judgment. The purpose of the Bill is simply to give the Government the power to invoke article 50 and 
begin the process of leaving the European Union. That is what the British people voted for, and it is what 
they would expect. Parliament will rightly scrutinise and debate this legislation, but I trust that no one will 
seek to make it a vehicle for attempts to thwart the will of the people or to frustrate or delay the process 
of our exit from the European Union. 

The Bill is likely to start its journey through Parliament next week, which may mean that other                       
Parliamentary business  is put to one side for the time being. The remainder of the debate covered issues 
such as the role of the devolved administrations, whether amendments to the Bill will be accepted and 
whether the Government will publish a White Paper on the negotiating objectives. On this last point, the 
Government have refused to give such an undertaking, arguing that the Prime Minister’s speech last week 
is the basis of negotiation.  

Hilary Benn (Leeds Central, Lab): 
Having argued in court that                
Parliament should not decide on the             
triggering of article 50 and lost, will 
the Secretary of State accept the 
unanimous recommendation of the 
Select Committee on Exiting the           
European Union—and in the process 
agree with himself before he got his 
present job—and now publish a 
White Paper on the Government’s 
objectives so that they can be                    
considered alongside the legislation 

that he has just announced? If the Government do not do so, they will be showing a lack of respect for this 
House of Commons. 

David Davies: I do not often disagree with myself, but let me say this to the right hon. Gentleman: the 
speech given last week by the Prime Minister was the clearest exposition of a negotiating strategy that I 
have heard in modern times. It laid out clearly what we judge the national interest to be and how we               
intend to protect it, what we want to do, and what we hope does not happen and how we will avoid that. I 
do not see that this Government have avoided answering any question, whether from his Committee or 
from Opposition Front Benchers. The only questions that we have been unable to answer are those that it 
would be to the disadvantage of the country to answer, because that would undermine our negotiating 
strategy. 

Wednesday 

The old adage about a week being a long time in politics no longer applies; things can change rapidly in 
less than 24 hours in current circumstances. On Tuesday, there definitely was not going to be a White  

http://www.madeleinemoonmp.com/
https://goo.gl/fFqrjh
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 Paper; by Wednesday lunchtime,  the Prime Minister had announced there would be in Prime Minister’s 
Questions; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris Philip (Croydon South, Con): The Prime Minister laid out a clear and bold plan for Brexit in her 
speech last week. Hon. Members quite rightly want an opportunity to scrutinise the plan. Does the Prime 
Minister agree that the best way of facilitating that scrutiny would be a Government White Paper laying 
out our vision for a global Britain based on free trade in goods and services that will be to the benefit of us 
and other European countries?  

The Prime Minister: My hon. Friend raises the question of parliamentary scrutiny. I have made clear, as 
have senior Ministers, that we will ensure that Parliament has every opportunity to carry out such scrutiny 
as we go through this process. I set out that bold plan for a global Britain last week. I recognise that there 
is an appetite in the House to see it set out in a White Paper—I have heard my hon. Friend’s question, and 
my right hon. Friend the Member for Broxtowe (Anna Soubry) asked a question in the same vein last 
week—and I can confirm that our plan will be set out in a White Paper published for the House.  

Prisons 

Prime Minister’s Questions was followed by an Opposition Day Debate on prisons; an issue which has 
been high on the    political and media agenda in the past few months after several incidents of unrest in 
prisons and reports about a shortage of prison officers. One contribution summarised the problem; 

Dr Roberta Blackman-Woods (City of Durham, Lab): Prison budgets have been reducing since 2010; they 
have been cut by almost a quarter since that time. Up to last year, savings of up to £900 million were 
made, with another £91 million of savings being requested from prisons this year. At the same time, the 
prison population has not really fallen, and most of the cuts have been to prison staff numbers. There has 
been a reduction of more than 6,000 since 2010. This has had an enormous impact on the ability of our 
prisons to run effectively. As we have heard this afternoon, welcome though it is that the Government are 
recruiting another 2,500 prison officers, it does not make up for the shortfall or the cuts since 2010. Of 
course, the Government will have to recruit many, many more than 2,500 to get back to the number of 
prison staff that we need. 

What has been the impact on our prisons? Deaths in custody are up by 14%, self-harm is up by 21% and 
assaults are up by 13%, with assaults on staff up by 20% and serious assaults on staff up by 42%. I do not 
know about the prisons Minister, but that is not a record that I would want to stand up and defend. In 
such circumstances I would want to come to the House to say, “We recognise that there are real problems 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-01-25/debates/2C0D6980-7BD9-49A3-A401-61B9DCB7B803/Engagements
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-01-25/debates/2C0D6980-7BD9-49A3-A401-61B9DCB7B803/Engagements
https://goo.gl/MeKJsT
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-01-25/debates/5ECFE344-A326-4C9A-83CB-A590BE0B2110/Prisons
https://goo.gl/gPTli3
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in our prisons, and these are the measures that we shall take as a matter of urgency to get our prisons 
back on track.” 

Another gave an interesting insight into the work of prison officers 

Toby Perkins (Chesterfield, Lab): Another friend who worked in the      
service for 25 years left last year. He said that when he started at           
Moorland there were 12 prison officers to a landing containing 90                 
prisoners; now, just three prison officers are there. He said that three  
prison officers are adequate when things are quiet and everything is     
going okay, but it leaves them with little capacity to engage with                 
prisoners and carry out rehabilitation work, as they want. When a                 
prisoner takes a phone call at 7.55 am, telling him that his wife has left 
him or that his children have been taken away by social services, he needs 
support. Prison officers have to step in and do an incredibly important 
job. When those resources are not there—whether it be for a moment of 
crisis in a prisoner’s life, to prevent fights, or simply to support prisoners 
and advise them on what courses to take on their path to rehabilitation—a vital chance is lost to help a 
prisoner back on to the right path.  

Thursday 

The Secretary of State for Exiting the EU, David Davis spends quite a lot of time at the Despatch Box as 
you would expect. On Thursday morning, he was back to answer questions in the regular Exiting the EU 
questions slot. Further clarification during the session was sought on when the White Paper would be 
published; 

Stephen Gethins (North East Fife, SNP): Mr Speaker, you will be aware of how helpful the House of           
Commons website is. It says: 

“White Papers are policy documents produced by the Government that set out their proposals for future 
legislation.” 

Given that article 50 is a significant piece of legislation and this House deserves to scrutinise it, will the 
Secretary of State commit to publishing the White Paper before the Committee stage—I will give him next 
week, but before the Committee stage? 

Mr. Davis: As I said, we will be as expeditious as we can. However, I reiterate that article 50 legislation is 
about putting in place only the beginning of the procedure that was decided by the British people last 
year. That is not really conditional on the other policy aspects of this, but, as I said, I will be as expeditious 
as I can.  

While the White Paper has not been published, the Bill relating to Article 50 has. On Thursday it received 
its First Reading (essentially its presentation). Business planned next week has been postponed to create 
time for the Bill to be debated. You can see the Bill in full along with background papers and an               
explanation of the process via this link. It will be updated during the course of the process. 

 

Access to Breast Cancer drugs 

Away from Brexit, one of the Backbench Debates on Thursday afternoon address the availability of a drug 
called Kadcyla and other similar treatments, following a decision by NICE not to approve its use. While 
health is a devolved responsibility of the Welsh Assembly, NICE guidelines often apply to Wales, although 
most of the references in this debate mention NHS England. 

 

https://goo.gl/TAcug7
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2017-01-26/debates/A1223D93-378D-4248-96AC-B737286BB83A/OralAnswersToQuestions
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2017-01-26/debates/A1223D93-378D-4248-96AC-B737286BB83A/OralAnswersToQuestions
https://goo.gl/0Ciw2F
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/europeanunionnotificationofwithdrawal.html
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2017-01-26/debates/18F25FC4-3559-4712-B49C-0D0284BB8D4C/BreastCancerDrugs
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2017-01-26/debates/18F25FC4-3559-4712-B49C-0D0284BB8D4C/BreastCancerDrugs


Siobhain McDonagh (Mitcham and Morden, Lab): Most Members 
will be aware of the lease of life that Kadcyla has brought to              
thousands of women in England with incurable secondary breast 
cancer. These women rely on Kadcyla to enrich their lives and to 
give them extra precious years to live. Indeed, in many ways it is a 
revolutionary drug. By targeting cancer cells directly, it helps to 
reduce the number of side effects, boosting women’s quality of 
life immeasurably. Today we are all supporting Breast Cancer 
Now’s “Keep Kadcyla” campaign to encourage NICE to reverse its 
decision and enable continued access to the drug, which both im-
proves the quality of life and extends the lives of thousands of 
women in this country, on the NHS. Since NICE’s decision was            
announced at the end of December, thousands of people through-
out the country have had their views heard. They have signed the petition and contacted their local MPs to 
ask that we do not give up on women, on the children who are dependent on mothers, and on the families 
who want that precious extra time with their loved ones. That is why we are all here today: to raise our 
collective voice in support of these women and defend the treatment that allows them to live their lives.  

In reply, the Minister explained the basis of NICE decisions—NICE is entirely independent of government.  

Nicola Blackwood (Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Health): In July 2016, as colleagues will 
know, NHS England and NICE introduced a new operating model for the CDF that builds on that and en-
sures that it is placed on a more sustainable footing for the future. The new operating model is designed 
to achieve three key objectives: to make sure that patients have faster access to the most promising new 
treatments; to make sure that taxpayers get good value for money on drug expenditure; and to make sure 
that pharmaceutical companies are willing to price their products responsibly and can access a new fast-
track route to NHS funding for the best and most promising drugs.  

Collecting taxes 

Select Committee inquiries have featured in This Week in Parliament before. At the end of each inquiry, 
Select Committees produce a report of recommendations which is published alongside the evidence they 
have received and taken in public sessions. These reports are then considered by the relevant                           
government department, who is then expected to respond. The Public Accounts Committee has a              
reputation for not pulling its punches and its most recent inquiry into how the HMRC collects tax is no  
exception. The headline finding has been widely reported—that HMRC collected £1 billion less from very 
wealthy since establishing specialist unit.  

The Chair of the Committee, Meg Hillier, concluded; 

If the public are to have faith in the tax system then it must be seen to 
have fairness at its heart. It also needs to work properly. In our view 
HMRC is failing on both counts.  

A summary of the report and supporting documents are available 
here 

 

Reforming the House of Lords 

Shortly before Christmas, the House of Lords held a debate on its size and whether the number of peers 
should be reduced. The full debate is available here. The membership of the Chamber now stands at 
around 800. Regardless of the debate about whether the House of Lords should continue to exist, its 
growing size a source of controversy. The outcome of this debate was a decision to launch an inquiry led 
by a committee of the House of Lords—more detail is available here. The Committee is accepting                
contributions until 20 February, although they must be confined to proposals on the size of the Chamber. 
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https://goo.gl/gcnTue
https://goo.gl/cwcK3K
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/public-accounts-committee/news-parliament-2015/high-net-worth-individuals-hmrc-report-published-16-17/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2016/december/lords-debates-size-of-the-house/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/other-committees/size-of-house-committee/news-parliament-2015/size-of-house-inquiry-launched/

