
There seems to be confusion about the vote in Parliament yesterday on the EU (Notification of 

Withdrawal) Bill. This was a first vote in a process; it was on the principal of whether or not the 

Government should proceed with the process of leaving. Next week, we get to the detail.  Then it will 

go to the House of Lords, who are highly likely to approve it. There may be significant amendments 

on issues such as membership of the Single Market and the rights of EU citizens living in the UK. And 

then it returns to the House of Commons for further votes before it is ratified. Only then will it have 

been passed. The full detail of this is available online http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-

17/europeanunionnotificationofwithdrawal.html . 

All the Bill does is give notice to the European Union of our intention to begin talking about our exit. 

These discussions can last for 2 years and can be extended with the agreement of the other 27 

countries and the UK.  

I voted no because I am worried about the consequences of what is called a ‘hard Brexit’ on the UK; 

where the Government fails to get the consent of the European Commission, European Parliament 

and the national parliaments of the other members of the EU for the tariff concessions they are 

seeking. We also don’t know the financial penalties the EU may impose (you may be interested in 

seeing the European Scrutiny Committee’ meeting this week with the former Ambassador to the 

European Union, Sir Ivan Rogers http://tinyurl.com/h7a37sf ). Even when we have gone through all of 

this, it will not be over as Article 218 has to be triggered – and that can take another 8 years. 

Parliament is going to be tied up in debates, negotiations and disagreements for potentially the next 

10 years. Yesterday’s vote was the equivalent of writing ‘It was a dark and stormy night’ at the start 

of a novel. 

I voted no yesterday because the Government needs to know that it does not have a free ride, that it 

will be forced and opposed every step of the way to get the right deal for the UK and for Bridgend. 

So far opposition has been successful, the Courts have forced the Government to come to Parliament 

for debate and ratification of a Bill rather than the Prime Minister using Royal Prerogative powers. 

Finally, after 7 months we have a White Paper – released today - http://tinyurl.com/jxr4dxo - which 

previously the Government refused to provide.  
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