
THIS WEEK IN PARLIAMENT– 20-24 March 2017 

Welcome to my This Week in Parliament, my weekly newsletter on events and 
developments in Parliament. Your feedback is always welcome! 
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Monday 

Monday afternoon started in customary fashion with a debate organised as a result of a  
petition. The subject on this occasion was the difficulties young people have in getting 
affordable car insurance. The petition attracted close to 200,000 signatures –you can read 
more about it here. In opening the debate, the MP Steve Double set out the problem; 

It concerns the high cost of car insurance premiums for young drivers. The cost of car                 
insurance for young people has in recent years risen to very high levels—so much so, that it 
can have the effect of leaving those unable to afford initial insurance premiums hampered or 
even excluded from owning and driving a car. That in turn excludes them from many aspects 
of life, including work and education opportunities. For instance, one in five jobs advertised 
requires a driving licence and 63% of people need a car to get to work. 

The challenge with the huge cost of                
insurance for young drivers is complex, and 
there are no quick and easy solutions. All 
the many considerations should be carefully 
reviewed, not only to reduce premiums, but 
to reduce the toll of death and injury 
among too many of our novice drivers.  

In response to the debate, the Government 
Minister set out one possible solution; the tailoring of insurance using telematics; 

It might be helpful if I explain a bit more about how telematics policies work and play an      
important role in helping young drivers to access lower insurance premiums. Telematics is a 

House of Commons 
London 
SW1A 0AA 
Westminster: 020 7219 0814 
Bridgend: 01656 750 002 
madeleine.moon.mp@parliament.uk 

I also produce regular email updates on: 
- Welfare and Benefit Reforms 

- Environment and International Development 
- Policing and Criminal Justice 

- Defence 
To subscribe to any of these, simply email me 

 
The Parliamentary week was divided into two; what happened before Wednesday        
afternoon and after.  The events of Wednesday afternoon will live long in the memory and 
my heartfelt condolences go out to all of those injured and killed in those terrible events. 
Parliament put aside politics on Thursday to pay tribute to the victims, in particular PC  
Palmer who so tragically lost his life trying to protect all those who work on the                           
Parliamentary Estate and those who visit in their thousands everyday. 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-03-20/debates/E796B9EB-F7DB-4376-A615-AF50A04E69E2/CarInsuranceYoungPeople
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-03-20/debates/E796B9EB-F7DB-4376-A615-AF50A04E69E2/CarInsuranceYoungPeople
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/166847
https://goo.gl/Bm8AY6
mailto:madeleine.moon.mp@parliament.uk
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key part of the future and I strongly support the expansion of telematics products in the marketplace. 
Telematics devices allow  information on driving styles and behaviours—such as speed, braking,  accelera-
tion and where and when the vehicle is being driven—to be monitored and considered alongside the tradi-
tional risk factors that  insurance companies consider, such as the driver’s age, to set premiums that are 
more tailored to the risk of the driver than traditional motor insurance policies. 

We are seeing an increasing take-up of telematics. The technology is increasingly being chosen by young 
drivers as a way of ensuring that their premiums are lower. In March 2016, the British Insurance Brokers’ 
Association reported that there were 455,000 live telematics policies in the UK—up 40% in just two years. 
However, that needs to be put into the context of how many policies there are in the marketplace to show 
how much progress we need to make to encourage their wider use. We are not in any way complacent, 
but I recognise that young people benefit from telematics. 

 

Prisons and Courts Bill—2nd Reading 

The Parliamentary schedule has been overwhelmingly dominated by the Brexit Bill. Now that it has been 
passed, other legislation, which in some cases has been held back, has returned for consideration. The 
Prisons and Courts Bill contains a range of measures; from giving prison governors greater autonomy to 
innovate, the greater use of technology in court proceedings and proposals to tackle fraudulent whiplash 
claims. You can see the Bill and follow its progress here. I used the occasion to highlight the innovative 
work being carried out at Parc Prison—the full debate is available here; 

Across the prison estate, 48% of prisoners receive regular family contact, 
but at Parc, thanks to a small change, the proportion has now risen to 69%. 
As we all know, evidence shows that people in prison who maintain links 
with their family are 52% less likely to reoffend. Some 90% of prisoners 
were misusing drugs and alcohol at the start of the Invisible Walls Wales 
programme, but that fell to 24% by the end of the project. There were par-
ticular benefits for the children of prisoners—by the end of the project there 
was a 30% reduction in the number of children assessed as having school 
attainment and attendance issues, and 91% of the children had appropriate 
peer relationships. 

In June 2016, Her Majesty’s inspectorate of prisons declared that the children and families work at Parc 
was “innovative and radical” and “probably the best” it has seen in the UK. The work has been exported 
internationally to prisons in the Netherlands, Uganda and Australia. The President of Malta has visited to 
see what can be learned from Parc, the first prison in the EU to achieve an “Investors in Families” charter 
mark. This week, Parc’s head of family interventions, Corin Morgan-Armstrong, is to speak at the                 
International Coalition for Children with Incarcerated Parents conference in New Zealand. 

I know that time is running short, but I must say that money is not everything; skilled and dedicated prison 
officers, partnership working outside the prison and maintaining the family link are vital to rehabilitation, 
but so, too, are taking risks and trying new, innovative ideas which do not fit the traditional view of                 
punitive sentencing. It is not a soft option for someone to know that they will lose contact with their                 
children if they take drugs; to have their child tell them about their bed-wetting and about the bullying 
they face because their father is in prison; or to have to face their own illiteracy and innumeracy, and the 
way in which their offending has damaged their community and family life.  

 

Tuesday 

Following questions to the Secretary of State for Health on Tuesday morning, the House turned its                
attention to a report of British banks allegedly laundering money linked to Russian criminal activity. An 
urgent question brought a Treasury Minister to the House to answer questions.  

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2016-17/prisonsandcourts.html
https://goo.gl/gwDRgq
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-03-20/debates/1C7C8083-7F13-4FA6-9648-A4B4D5716FF5/PrisonsAndCourtsBill
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-03-21/debates/C6DDD86E-7A03-42D9-B8A8-612AD37EB93D/MoneyLaunderingBritishBanks
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Some concern was expressed that the existing legal framework governing banking is not robust enough to 
tackle the problem and that prosecutions have not been successfully pursued; 

 

Ian Austin (Dudley North, Lab): The Home Affairs Committee estimates that 
£100 billion is laundered through London every year, but only 0.17% of that has 
been frozen, so the Minister might as well go to Heathrow and put up a welcome 
sign for Russian murderers and money launderers. Five criminal complaints have 
been submitted to UK law enforcement agencies about money laundering             
connected to the Magnitsky case. Not a single one has resulted in the opening of 
a criminal case, whereas 12 other countries have opened investigations on the 
same evidence. So the question is this: what is necessary to get UK law              
enforcement agencies to do their jobs and prosecute money launderers? Why 

has that not been working, and what is the Minister going to do about it?  

Simon Kirby (Economic Secretary to the Treasury): I hope the NCA and the FCA would, if appropriate, do 
a considerable amount about it. They are independently operational bodies. It is right and proper that I             
cannot comment at the Dispatch Box about what may or may not happen. However, if there is                        
wrongdoing, it is right and proper that it is addressed.  

 

On a point of order 

Points of order are a means open to all MPs to raise an issue with the Speaker relating to the processes of 
the House or quite frequently simply to get something on the record. This newsletter has looked at            
Statutory Instruments before; small pieces of secondary legislation which are usually uncontroversial and 
may seek for example to increase to fee for a Government service. However, from time to time, they are 
used to make changes which MPs seek to challenge. The means of doing so is to ‘pray against’ the motion 
by signing an Early Day Motion. Two recent statutory instruments have attracted concern; one on changes 
to Personal Independence Payments and the other on plans to remove Housing Benefit for 18-21 year 
olds. Such motions are then supposed to trigger a debate, but there is growing frustration that debates 
have not been granted. The Shadow Secretary of State for Work and Pensions raised a point of order; 

Debbie Abrahams MP (Oldham East and Saddleworth): On a point of order, Mr Speaker. I seek your            

advice concerning the emergency personal independence payments regulations, which came into force 

last Thursday. Over 160 Members of this House have signed a prayer against the regulations, for which 

the praying-against period comes to an end on 3 April. A debate has been arranged for next week in the 

other place, but to date the Government have refused to arrange a debate and vote on the Floor of this 

House. 

There is a huge democratic deficit, with the regulations enforced by negative statutory instrument. That is 

a sad reflection of the Government’s attitude to this House. On top of that, over 180,000 people have 

signed a petition against the regulations. Some 81,000 disabled people will have been through a PIP      

assessment that will deny people in psychological distress access to additional support. Please can you  

advise me how I can press the Government to hold a debate on these regulations before we rise for the 

Easter recess? 

Wednesday 

Wednesday started as every Wednesday does with what is still considered the main event of the week, 
Prime Minister’s Questions. The events that unfolded in the mid-afternoon have left everyone in a state 
of shock, the House of Commons reflected on this on Thursday morning. The main focus of Prime                

http://www.madeleinemoonmp.com/
https://goo.gl/TzL4g6
http://www.parliament.uk/site-information/glossary/point-of-order/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-03-21/debates/F95E74E3-356D-4263-96FC-333CBD32AB5D/PointsOfOrder
https://goo.gl/lVf03D
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 Minister’s Questions was education funding and plans the change the formula for calculating school  
funding in England. Away from that an interesting question was raised about what happens to the money 
Network Rail pay to train companies in compensation for incidents like delays caused by over running  
engineering works or equipment failures; 

Huw Merriman MP (Bexhill and Battle, Con):  The compensation paid by Network Rail to train operators 
for delays far exceeds the amounts that the passengers who experience the delays are claiming because 
the ticket refund process can be cumbersome. Will the Prime Minister insist that train operators ring fence 
that money, and spend it on automated smart ticketing so that customers can tap on and tap off their 
train, and receive money in their bank accounts for the delays that they have been caused?  

The Prime Minister: My hon. Friend raises an important point, which I know is a source of much                       
frustration to many rail passengers. I thank him and others for the way in which they have spoken up on 
behalf of passengers, especially those using lines such as Thameslink and Southern. The best way to en-
sure that the operators do not profit from unclaimed compensation is for passengers to claim the compen-
sation that they are entitled to. The Department for Transport is looking at how we can ensure that we 
publicise compensation schemes and make claims easier. We are rolling out improved Delay Repay com-
pensation to allow passengers to claim after a delay of just 15 minutes. The Department is continuing to 
look at this issue, and I am sure it will pick up the points that my hon. Friend has raised. 

 

Royal British Legion—Wales 

It was a pleasure to meet representatives of 
the Royal British Legion in Wales at their 
annual event in     Parliament. While their 
main focus is the annual poppy campaign, 
supporting armed forces personnel, both 
serving and retired, and their families is an 
all year round commitment. The event 
sought to highlight their current ‘Count 
Them In’ campaign which aims to collate 
data on the armed service community in the 
UK in the 2021 census.  

 

 

 

On Wednesday afternoon, I was Chairing a Delegated Legislation Committee when the division bell rang. 
We quickly concluded business and went to the lobbies to vote as usual. It was then that news began to 
filter through. Parliamentary business ended abruptly at 2.30pm just after that vote  and the sitting of the 
House was suspended for the rest of the day.  

 

Thursday 

The House of Commons met as usual on Thursday morning with the express aim of not letting the attack 
of Wednesday afternoon disrupt proceedings as may have been the intention. What wasn’t usual was the 
atmosphere of shock and emotion shared by everyone working on the Parliamentary Estate. Many of the 
contributions made following the Prime Minister’s statement have been covered widely in the media. If 
you would like to read the debate, it is available here or watch it here.   

https://goo.gl/whEqKW
https://hansard.parliament.uk/search/MemberContributions?house=Commons&memberId=8
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/campaign/count-them-in/
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/campaign/count-them-in/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-03-23/debates/AF8D74DF-85B4-4BE6-9515-4E9A57EB2064/LondonAttacks
https://goo.gl/GyO4Ya

