
THIS WEEK IN PARLIAMENT– 18-20 April 2017 

Welcome to my This Week in Parliament, my weekly newsletter on events and 
developments in Parliament. Your feedback is always welcome! 
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Tuesday 

News of the Prime Minister’s statement arrived a few hours before the House of Commons 
sat on Tuesday, so much of the proceedings had a distinct flavour of an election campaign 
having started, even without the vote that would have to follow on Wednesday. The                 
procedure for calling an election, once the writ of the Prime Minister alone, was changed by 
the Fixed Term Parliaments Act 2011.  

On Tuesday afternoon, the Leader of the House, David Lidington MP, came to the House to 
give a Business Statement, which amended the timetable for the week to include a debate 
and vote on an early election. With this short statement, the ball started rolling; 

 

Leader of the House: With permission, I should like to 
make a short statement about the business for               
tomorrow. 

Wednesday 19 April—The House will be asked to                
approve a motion that allows for my right hon. Friend 
the Prime Minister to seek an early parliamentary              
general election under the Fixed-term Parliaments Act 
2011. 

 

Following a short debate about the rights and wrongs of the Prime Minister’s request, the 
House returned to the business it had been expecting to deal with, which included a      
statement from the Foreign Secretary on the two big foreign policy issues that had emerged 
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Well that was a week no one was expecting except of course if you are the Prime Minister. 
This will be the penultimate edition of This Week in Parliament for this Parliament. The last 
edition will be circulated shortly after the House is prorogued, which is most likely to             
happen on 27 April.  It will be sent by 5pm that day as when the strikes five I will cease to be 
a Member of Parliament  and cannot use the title of MP or your contact details to email you. 
All will depend on how quickly remaining business can be completed. Having been elected 
for 5 years and having had lots of work and campaigns planned and commitments related to 
the current defence and security situation, the abrupt end to this Parliament has come as a 
shock. I will be standing again.  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/14/contents/enacted
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-04-18/debates/C8019973-B7B5-4A94-AF71-CEEFACED9447/BusinessOfTheHouse
https://goo.gl/QfCMuB
mailto:madeleine.moon.mp@parliament.uk
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over the Easter recess; the gas attack on civilians in Syria and rising tensions with North Korea. He started 
with outlining what was known about Syria; 

 

Foreign Secretary: I want to repeat for the benefit of the House exactly what we know about the attack on 
Khan Sheikhoun, because there has been a concerted attempt to obscure the facts. We know beyond 
doubt that two Sukhoi-22 aircraft took off from Shayrat airfield, where we know chemical weapons are 
stored. We know that they were overhead at 6.39 am when, according to all eyewitness accounts, the 
attack took place. We know from shell fragments in the crater that sarin had not only been used, but that 
it was sarin carrying the specific chemical signature of sarin used by the Assad regime. Given that samples 
from the victims show conclusively that they had been exposed to sarin gas, there is only one conclusion to 
be reached: that the Assad regime almost certainly gassed its own people, in breach of international law 
and the rules of war. That shows the emptiness of the agreement—reached in 2013 and guaranteed by 
Russia—that was supposed to rid Syria of chemical weapons once and for all, and, I am afraid, exposes the 
misjudgment of those who regarded that deal as a substitute for resolute action.  

 

The fundamental question haunting debates Syria, North Korea and on other occasions, Yemen, is what 
can be done or what could have been done differently in the past; 

 

Alistair Burt MP (North East Bedfordshire Con): I thank my right hon. Friend for his 
statement and for the tone with which he made it. One of the purposes of the 
American action the other day was, as it would have been in 2013, to demonstrate 
to President Assad that he  cannot militarily subjugate all his people and, therefore, 
to give force to negotiations in which he will actually have to concede something. 
The difficult question is this: had the US Secretary of State asked my right hon. 
Friend for some sort of support that evening, what would have been his answer? 
Do he and the Government consider themselves bound by the decision of the House 

in August 2013 and David  Cameron’s statement afterwards? If so, does he intend to return to the House 
to discuss the matter  further? If not, what might the United Kingdom be able to do to demonstrate its 
force and  resolve against such actions as those we saw from President Assad the other week?  

 

Wednesday 

On Wednesday morning, I met with representatives of ATOS and Capita, who carry out assessments on 
behalf of the Government of individuals applying for Personal Independence Payments. The meetings 
were organised as part of an inquiry by the All Party Parliamentary Group on Motor Neurone Disease, 
which I chair. The report from the inquiry was due to be published in June; but this will now be postponed 
until later in the year. 

From the discussions that came out of the meetings, there were a number of interesting themes, most 
notably that the current  design of the application and appeals system does not allow much room for 
feedback and lesson learning. For instance, once a decision maker working for ATOS or Capita comes to a 
decision on someone’s application, they have no further contact with the case. If the individual makes an 
appeal, it is handled entirely separately. This means that ATOS/Capita never know how many of the                
applications they have processed are appealed or the outcome of those appeals.  

There is also an ongoing concern that individuals diagnosed with MND are being called for face-to-face  
assessments to assess diagnosis and functionality. It seems that the impact of a diagnosis needs to be 
spelt out every time as though no one knows that muscles waste and you lose the ability to swallow. GP's 
are needed to provide the diagnosis but knowing little about the day to day impact require carers to spell  
it out in great detail.  Hopefully, it will be possible to pursue some of these issues after 8 June. 

https://goo.gl/DxmhAf
https://goo.gl/71pYBT
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Prime Minister’s Questions 

Prime Minister’s Questions was only ever going to be about one thing, even though at that stage, the 
General Election had not formally been confirmed. Her own backbenchers  congratulated her on her            
decision to request an election and opposition parties questioned her motives for doing so.  

 

Mary Robinson (Cheadle, Con): I too welcome the announcement from the Prime Minister yesterday, and 
I look forward to the general election and to taking my positive message to my constituents in Cheadle in 
June. Over the past two years, I have pressed for first-class transport infrastructure for Cheadle, and this 
week I launched my transport survey so my constituents can have their say on what is needed to keep 
Cheadle moving and be at the heart of the northern powerhouse. Does my right hon. Friend agree that 
residents in Cheadle need to vote Conservative on 8 June to ensure that we get continued investment in 
transport and infrastructure, not only in Cheadle but across the north-west?  

 

Yvette Cooper (Normanton, Pontefract and Castleford, Lab): The Prime                 
Minister yesterday said that she was calling a general election because                     
Parliament was blocking Brexit, but three quarters of MPs and two thirds of the 
Lords voted for article 50, so that’s not true, is it? A month ago, she told her                 
official spokesman to rule out an early general election, and that wasn’t true            
either, was it? She wants us to believe that she is a woman of her word. Isn’t the 
truth that we cannot believe a single word she says?  

 

 

General Election 

Following Prime Minister’s Questions, the House turned its attention to the Prime  Minister’s request. The 
motion, comprising 9 words, asked the House to consider; 

That there shall be an early Parliamentary general election. 

In the past, General Elections just called at the time of the Prime Minister’s             
choosing. Since 2011, the UK has had fixed term Parliaments of 5 years. The Fixed 
Term Parliaments Act 2011 allows for an election to be called if a two-thirds majori-
ty of the Commons votes for it, or alternatively if a motion of no confidence is 
passed in the Government. Clearly events of this week lead to questions about 
whether the Act will   survive; 

 

 

 

Stephen Timms (East Ham) (Lab): Will the Prime Minister just clarify for us whether she supports fixed-
term Parliaments? 

The Prime Minister: We have a Fixed-term Parliaments Act that enables us to have fixed-term                        
Parliaments. I believe that at this point in time, it is right for us to have this debate and this vote in this 
House, and I believe that it is right for Members of this House to vote—I shall explain why—for us to have 
a general election at this stage. 

The status of Scotland in the United Kingdom was raised on several occasions, notably around the Prime 

Minister’s position not to support a second referendum on independence; 

http://www.madeleinemoonmp.com/
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-04-19/debates/E28A633C-8DC8-4FAF-9258-2835F24836CB/Engagements
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-04-19/debates/CE407254-EF87-4FF8-A666-2F4A304A0FF1/Engagements
https://goo.gl/uB5akv
https://goo.gl/1wlPvM
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-04-19/debates/0DE53CE3-2E92-44E8-A3BE-A7BEE2D9F075/EarlyParliamentaryGeneralElection
https://goo.gl/MYtYPP
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 Ian Blackford (Ross, Skye and Lochaber) (SNP): I am very grateful to the Prime Minister for giving way. I 
can understand that she wants to give the House the opportunity to determine whether there should be 
an election, but if the House determines that now is the time, why is it that the Prime Minister stands in 
the face of the Scottish Parliament and the Scottish Government, which have voted for a referendum on 
Scotland’s future? If it is right that the people here have a voice and a vote on the future of this country, 
why should not the Scottish people be given a vote as well? 

 The Prime Minister: Now is the time for a general election because it will strengthen our hand in the    
negotiations on Brexit. Now is not the time for a second Scottish independence referendum because it 
would weaken our hand in the negotiations on Brexit. Strength and unity with the Conservatives; division 
and weakness with the Scottish nationalists. 

Concerns were also raised about Northern Ireland, which still does not have a government; 

 Mark Durkan (Foyle SDLP): I appreciate the hon. Gentleman’s intervention. While we are making                  
comparisons with the election of 1974, an unforeseen casualty of that election was the Sunningdale  
agreement. The power-sharing Executive formed in Northern Ireland out of the 1973 Assembly ended up 
falling as a consequence of the 1974 general election because of what was seen to be the balance of                  
forces. Of course, this general election has been called without regard to the sensitive ongoing negotia-
tions in Northern Ireland, and it is hard to see how it will not have an impact on those negotiations. First, it 
will probably colour the parties’ attitude to some of the issues we are dealing with, and it will certainly     
colour their attitude towards each other and their level of trust. Also, the British Government will not be in 
a  position to give undertakings or commitments in the context of those negotiations as purdah kicks in, so 
how will we get any sort of comprehensive agreement in such circumstances? 
 

Thursday  

A couple of issues which have prompted a great deal of correspondence from constituents featured in 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs questions on Thursday morning. Disappointingly, progress on        
banning the domestic ivory trade still seems a long way off. 

Microbeads  

Sir Henry Bellingham (North West Norfolk, Con) : I was recently rummaging 
through my wife’s collection of shampoos, and to my horror I found a plastic            
container of Olay anti-wrinkle, anti-ageing lotion,  complete with exfoliating                 
microbeads. Obviously, neither the Secretary of State nor her Minister would ever 
need to use such a product, but will the Minister get on the telephone to the chief 
executive of Procter & Gamble and tell him that selling that sort of product is                  
completely outrageous and that it should be withdrawn from the market at once? 

Mr Speaker: The leisure pursuits of the hon. Gentleman are truly extraordinary.  

Dr Thérèse Coffey—DEFRA Minister: What I find extraordinary is that Lady Bellingham, who is a               
flawless picture, would even need these products. I am sure my hon. Friend will be buying flowers later to-
day to make up for this. It is fair to say that we are working with manufacturers now and a lot of them are                 
already starting to  remove these products proactively. That is good news, but we want to ensure that that 
avoidable pollution is taken out of our environment permanently. 

Ivory 

Pauline Latham (Mid Derbyshire) (Con): When her Department plans to begin its consultation on ban-
ning the trade in ivory.  

Dr Thérèse Coffey –DEFRA Minster: My hon. Friend is right to raise the issue and I share her concerns. 
She will recognise that we want to get the proposals right, and we will consult as soon as we can. 

 

https://goo.gl/uGAkqd
https://goo.gl/3zLZAU
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-04-20/debates/DF9106FC-1108-497B-893D-C432DCE611E2/Microbeads
https://goo.gl/zVAAKR
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-04-20/debates/A26AD49F-47B8-4FF0-8EDD-C3CBAD27C85D/IvoryTradeBan
https://goo.gl/2stmJ8

