
THIS WEEK IN PARLIAMENT– 12-16 June 

Welcome to my This Week in Parliament, my weekly newsletter on events and 
developments in Parliament. Your feedback is always welcome! 
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Tuesday 

Parliament returned after the election on Tuesday with the first of several set piece events; 
all in the context of a final agreement between the Conservatives and Democratic Unionist 
Party still under discussion and the main event—the Queen’s Speech, which formally opens 
proceedings  not confirmed. 

As new MPs got to grips with the challenge of the myriad of tasks ahead of them—ranging 
from their security pass, email address and in slightly slower time an office, the House 
turned its attention to its first task; electing a speaker. Before that could happen, a short 
ceremony to open both the House of Commons and House of Lords was conducted.  
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Westminster: 020 7219 0814 
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madeleine.moon.mp@parliament.uk 

I also produce regular email updates on: 
- Welfare and Benefit Reforms 

- Environment and International Development 
- Policing and Criminal Justice 

- Defence 
To subscribe to any of these, simply email me 

Welcome to the first edition of This Week in Parliament of the 2017-2018 session. A big 
thank you to everyone who voted for me to return to the House of Commons for a fourth 
term. The first week of a new session after a General Election is all about administration and 
process. For brand new members it is a bewildering introduction to the weird and                  
wonderful ways of Parliament and its procedures. I was sworn in on Wednesday afternoon 
and now look  forward to getting started. The Queen’s Speech will take place on 21 June  
followed by 6 days of debate. The ceremony will be televised, but if you don’t have the 
chance to watch it live, the next edition of this newsletter will cover it as far as possible. The  
usual Parliamentary timetable of questions, debates and consideration of legislation will 
start once the Speech has been heard. We are set for an interesting time; while a               
government has been formed, how the agreement with the DUP will operate and the im-
pact that will have on  Parliament remains to be seen.  
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Much in the same way that Parliament was dissolved all those weeks ago with Black Rod being dispatched 
by the House of Lords to the Commons to summon MPs to hear a message from The Queen (who does 
not attend in person). The whole ceremony can be viewed here; 

My Lords and Members of the House of Commons, we have it in command from Her Majesty to let you 
know that, as soon as the Members of both Houses shall be sworn, the causes of Her Majesty calling this 
Parliament will be declared to you; and, it being necessary that a Speaker of the House of Commons 
should be first chosen, it is Her Majesty’s pleasure that you, Members of the House of Commons, repair to 
the place where you are to sit, and there proceed to the choice of some proper person to be your Speaker, 
and that you present such person whom you shall so choose here tomorrow for Her Majesty’s Royal       
Approbation.  

Once the House of Commons has listened to this message and return back to the Commons’ Chamber, 
the election of the Speaker takes place. Proceedings are conducted by the Father of the House (the long-
est serving MP), who as at the end of the last Parliament, is Kenneth Clarke. He has served as an MP for 
47 years.  

Mr. Clarke first asks the Speaker from the last Parliament, John Bercow, 
whether he wishes to stand; 

If the House so permits, I shall be honoured to serve as Speaker in this Parlia-
ment, which, thankfully, across the parties is more richly diverse and repre-
sentative of modern Britain than any of its predecessors. I will strive to ensure 
that all parts of the House are heard fully and fairly, and, as always, I will 
champion the right of Back Benchers to question, to probe, to scrutinise and to 
hold to account the Government of the day.  

This is then followed by a speech by another MP to support the motion that 

John Bercow be elected as Speaker. Cheryl Gillan (Chesham and Amersham, 

Con) had the honour of this. Her speech included a little of the history of the 

role; 

 

that the Speaker’s office, under that name, goes back a mere 640 years. The Speaker was then the agent 

of the King, and was afforded little protection. If the agent of the King offered bad news, he suffered the 

monarch’s wrath, and no fewer than seven Speakers were beheaded between 1394 and 1535—[Hon. 

Members: “More!”] Let that be a warning to you! Fortunately, the job description has changed since then, 

and our modern Speaker protects us and our rights as Back Benchers without fear of losing his head—

except, I have to say, when Members misbehave in the Chamber.  

The House then voted unanimously to re-elect John Bercow as Speaker. As tradition dictates, the Speaker 

is then dragged to the chair—historically the Speaker would resist taking the Chair as the position did not 

enjoy the safety that it does today. There then followed a short     exchange by the leaders of the political 

parties, reflecting on the election result with several references to the possibility of a further election in 

the near future and the role the Democratic Unionist Party will play in the formation of a government; 

The Prime Minister: Mr Speaker-Elect, on behalf of the whole House, may I congratulate you on your            

re-election? At least someone got a landslide. May I also congratulate you on becoming the first Speaker 

since the second world war to be re-elected three times? In your tenure so far, you have been a great 

champion of Back Benchers, ensuring that every Member of this House has the opportunity to speak and 

to be heard in representing the people they serve.  

Jeremy Corbyn (Islington North, Lab): It is customary on these occasions to congratulate the returning 

Prime Minister and I absolutely do so. I am sure she will agree with me that democracy is a wondrous 

https://hansard.parliament.uk/lords/2017-06-13/debates/A6A7080C-1F62-4472-A326-2BB7CEE74B8E/Parliament
http://parliamentlive.tv/event/index/c26f382f-bd66-4f6d-8002-f785babbe72e?in=14:29:39&out=14:56:05
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-06-13/debates/EC97CC8B-CEAB-4D1D-8AEE-12D83E9E0253/ElectionOfSpeaker
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-06-13/debates/EC97CC8B-CEAB-4D1D-8AEE-12D83E9E0253/ElectionOfSpeaker
https://goo.gl/PFjAXm
https://goo.gl/uDRX37
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-06-13/debates/EC97CC8B-CEAB-4D1D-8AEE-12D83E9E0253/ElectionOfSpeaker
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-06-13/debates/EC97CC8B-CEAB-4D1D-8AEE-12D83E9E0253/ElectionOfSpeaker
https://goo.gl/3MD7C3
https://goo.gl/t78xfA
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To get in touch, write to me at: 47 Nolton Street  Bridgend, CF31 3AA   Call:  01656 750002 
Email: moonm@parliament.uk 

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/madeleine.moon; or visit www. madeleinemoonmp.com 
 

thing and can throw up some very unexpected results. I am sure that we all look forward to welcoming the 

Queen’s Speech just as soon as the coalition of chaos has been negotiated. I will just let the House and the 

rest of the nation know that if that is not possible, the Labour party stands ready to offer strong and stable 

leadership in the national interest.  

Nigel Dodds (Belfast North, DUP): Mr Speaker-Elect, we have Interesting 

times ahead. I look forward to playing a full role in the proceedings of this 

Parliament over the course of the next five years, and I wish you well in your 

office during that time.  

 

 

 

                                       Wednesday 

Wednesday was taken up with the process of swearing in. MPs are not fully fledged until this process has 

been completed; they cannot speak in debates, vote or table questions. In the British tradition, this is or-

ganised with patient queueing. The Cabinet and then the Shadow Cabinet are sworn in first followed by 

backbenchers grouped by the Parliament they were elected. Fortunately for me, I was in one of the      

earlier batches, so I took the oath before 5.30pm. No matter how many times an MP goes through this 

process, it remains a moving experience, underlining the importance of the role you have and the                

responsibility that accompanies it. 

Swearing in will continue into Thursday and through the next week.  

Thursday 

The tragic fire in Grenfell Tower which claimed so many lives was on the minds of everyone throughout 

Wednesday. As Parliament is still in the process of opening, there are no sittings with the opportunity for 

a Minister to come to the House to update MPs on events and take questions as would usually be the 

case. Given the gravity of the situation, a briefing with Ministers (Housing and Fire) was arranged for MPs 

in Westminster Hall.  

Thursday morning also saw the confirmation 

that the Queen’s Speech will take place on 

Wednesday 21 June, two days later than had 

previously been thought.  The Parliament she 

will open will be the most   diverse in its                     

history; more female MPs than ever before 

(208), more BME MPs (52) including the first 

Sikh female MP, more LGBT MPs and more               

disabled MPs. All of us are facing some of the 

most challenging  issues for generations but 

look forward with anticipation to getting                

started. 

 

http://www.madeleinemoonmp.com/
https://goo.gl/CtLYBW
http://www.parliament.uk/site-information/glossary/swearing-in/
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Before signing off this first edition of This Week in Parliament for this new session, I wanted to take the 

opportunity to thank everyone involved in my election campaign. I am forever grateful for the willingness 

of volunteers to pound the streets of the constituency in all weathers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is no doubt that the election result is currently being analysed in great detail and political              

commentators will devote many an hour to dissecting voting patterns. The overall turnout across Wales 

this year increased and Labour’s share of the vote in Wales was 48.9%, its highest since 1997 and up 12% 

from 2015 – this was a 2.9% swing from the Conservatives. You can see the full results in Bridgend below: 

In all my elections, I have never had so many fascinating and  in-
depth conversations on the doorstep. In this election the  public 
were really informed, really wanted    answers, and so many 
people had read manifestos in a way that I have never come 
across before. 

Many of the worries and concerns we heard about from people 

have simply not been addressed and even ignored by the      

government. We heard about how years of devastating austerity 

were hitting hard working people and how cuts to public         

services and vital disability benefits have left so many struggling 

to get by. 

Sorting through the inevitable papers that have accumulated over the past few weeks, I came across a 

copy of The Times from 19th April, the day after the Prime Minister announced her intention to call an 

election.  

It’s editorial declared “Theresa May’s decision to call a snap election is that rare thing – a safe political 
bet”. They said the Labour Party are in “headlong decline” and the Tories “are virtually certain to gain 
seats.”  After seven weeks of campaigning, punctuated by the dreadful terrorist attacks in Manchester 
and London, these words seem to describe an different time and place. Time will tell how the agreement 
between the Conservatives and Democratic Unionist Party develops and what it will mean in practical 
terms for Parliament.  

Candidate Party Votes % +/- % 

(Compared to 2015) 

Madeleine Moon Labour 21,913 50.7% +13.6% 

Karen Robson Conservative 17,213 39.8% +7.6% 

Rhys Watkins Plaid Cymru 1,783 4.1% -2.9% 

Jonathan Pratt Liberal Democrat 919 2.1% -2.1% 

Alun Williams UKIP 781 1.8% -13.2% 

Isabel Robson Independent 646 1.5% +1.5% 


