
THIS WEEK IN PARLIAMENT– 21-22 June 

Welcome to my This Week in Parliament, my weekly newsletter on events and 
developments in Parliament. Your feedback is always welcome! 
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Wednesday 

Ahead of the Queen’s Speech, my Parliamentary week started by joining a group of                 
protestors outside the Department of Health. The Tainted Blood  campaign is seeking justice 
for haemophiliacs who were given contaminated blood products infecting them with              
infections such as Hepatitis C, causing irreparable damage to their health. They were not 
informed of this; the campaign is seeking justice for them and their families. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Almost two weeks after the General Election and after one false start (according to the              
original timetable, the Parliamentary week would have started on Monday), the State  
Opening of Parliament kicked off the new Parliamentary session on Wednesday morning. 
This set piece event involves a considerable amount of traditional ceremony, but is primarily 
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At the start of the week, I attended an intelligence and security conference in Riga which 
focused on financial and cyber security. The Parliamentary week was crammed into two 
days this week due to the postponement of the Queen’s Speech from Monday to                
Wednesday and other proceedings dominated by the aftermath of the tragic fire at Grenfell 
Tower. The Government has decided that Parliament will sit for two years so the contents of 
the Speech determines what we will be discussing for an extended period; that is assuming 
the Government manages to survive  given the ongoing uncertainty surrounding its                 
agreement with the DUP. Brexit will be at the heart of everything as you can see from the 
list on page 3. We will only get the detail of the Bills over the coming weeks once they are 
published. This newsletter will provide updates of progress on this, but please get in touch if 
you have any specific questions.  

http://www.taintedblood.info/background.php
mailto:madeleine.moon.mp@parliament.uk
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about the Queen coming to Parliament to deliver the Queen’s Speech, which sets out the Government’s 
programme for the forthcoming Parliament.  

 

The occasion this time around was slightly different with the grandeur of the ceremony being toned down 
and shortened considerably. The Queen would usually arrive in a horse drawn gold coach and would wear 
the robes of state (which includes an ermine cloak and crown). You will no doubt have seen the picture of 
the Queen arriving by car wearing a blue suit. 

 

The main elements of the ceremony did remain the same. You can read more detail here. The day starts 
in the House of Lords. When the Queen arrives, Black Rod is dispatched to summons the Commons to 
hear the speech. To underline the fact that the Commons is the elected Chamber, Black Rod has the door 
to the Chamber slammed in his face. He then has to knock on the door (due to the number of occasions 
this has happened, there is a very visible dent in the door) and eventually the Commons’ relents and he is 
let in to deliver the summons from the House of Lords. While not strictly part of the ceremony, Black Rod 
is usually greeted by a topical heckle from Dennis Skinner MP, and this year was no exception when he 
called out ‘You better get your skates on, the first race is half past two,’ referring to the Queen’s attend-
ance at Ascot later in the  afternoon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Commons then proceeds to the House of Lords. In reality, it is only the frontbenches of Cabinet               
Ministers and their opposite shadows who squeeze into the House of Lords’ chamber to hear the speech.   

 

The ceremony and reading of the Speech are available here, while you 
can read the transcript in full here.  

 

 

 

The Queen’s Speech is comprised of 24 Bills, 8 of which relate directly to Brexit. Unusually (although not 
unheard of in recent years), there will not be another Speech for two years, the decision being made to 
have a two-year Parliamentary sitting to give plenty of time to consider all Brexit measures. Below there is 
a summary of what Parliament will get to grips with over the months ahead. You can follow individual bills 
through this link. 

Brexit 

Repeal Bill—will seek to repeal the European Communities Act 1972 (which established UK membership 
of the EU) and convert EU law into UK law. 

Following on from this, the next 7 bills cover areas directly impacted by Brexit and the need to establish 
new bodies and regulatory regimes, replacing what we currently have as a result of EU membership. 

http://www.parliament.uk/about/how/occasions/stateopening/
https://goo.gl/nQ6Zfi
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2017-06-21/debates/0E257B20-DDA1-4680-B56D-E0A72E9FF911/Queen%E2%80%99SSpeech
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/
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Customs Bill - would establish a standalone UK customs regime to set up, amongst other things,                       
mechanisms to control imports and exports, administer and collect customs duties. 

Trade Bill - put in place a legal framework to allow the UK to negotiate free trade deals and protect             
business from unfair trade practices. 

Immigration Bill - will allow the Government to end freedom of movement and address status of EU              
nationals and their families, making them subject to relevant UK law. 

Fisheries Bill - replace the EU Commons Fisheries Policy with measures to control UK waters and set                 
fishing quotas. 

Agriculture Bill - replace the Common Agriculture Policy. 

Nuclear Safeguards Bill - establish a UK nuclear safeguards regime to replace existing EU and Euratom 
regimes. 

International Sanctions Bill - put in place powers for the UK to be able to continue to contribute to              
international sanction regimes (many of which are currently applied through the EU) and sanction-making 
powers. 

 

Other Bills covering non-Brexit specific issues are: 

 

Economy 

Automated and Electric Vehicles Bill—extend motor insurance to cover automated vehicles and allow for  
expansion of installation of charge points for electric vehicles. 

Space Industry Bill—new powers to license commercial space flights and establish a regulatory                    
framework for space flights. 

High Speed 2 Phase 2A Bill—measures relating to the construction of HS2 including  compulsory land  
purchases and planning permission. 

Smart Meter Bill—proposals for the installation and regulation of smart meters and ending practice of 
estimated bills. 

National Insurance Contributions Bill—will legislate for changes announced in the 2016 Budget and    
simplify NIC system, but will not include Class 4 contributions. 

Travel Protection Bill—proposals to improve protection for holidaymakers including on online bookings 
and update ATOL scheme. 

 

Draft Domestic Violence and Abuse Bill - aims to establish Domestic Violence and Abuse Commissioner, 
define domestic abuse on law and give courts powers to consider impact on children of domestic violence 
cases in sentencing. 

Civil Liability Bill - address fraudulent whiplash claims and reduce motor premiums and reform                       
compensation system. 

Courts Bill - end the cross examination of domestic violence victims by their alleged perpetrators,                     
introduce digital services to allow businesses to pursue their cases. 

Financial Guidance and Claims Bill - establish a new statutory body accountable to Parliament with            
responsibility for money advice, debt and pension guidance ; regulation of claims management                    
companies given to Financial Conduct Authority and complaint handling around these companies passed 
to the Financial Ombudsman Service and new powers to the Financial Conduct Authority to cap fees set 

http://www.madeleinemoonmp.com/
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by claims management companies. 

Data Protection Bill—new rights for individuals to require major social media providers to delete                 
information held at age of 18, allow greater information sharing between police and judicial authorities, 
regulation on transfer of personal data and update powers of the Information Commissioner. 

Draft Patient Protection Bill— establish an independent Health Service Safety Investigation Body with 
aim of conducting inquiries into serious incidents without need for lawyer-inquiries (unlike the majority of 
health legislation, this will apply to Wales as well). 

 

Defence—proposes to make changes to terms of service for the armed forces to introduce flexibility. 

 

Housing 

Draft Tenants Fees Bill—introduce a ban on estate agents charging tenants lettings fees (applies to             
England only). 

Good Mortgages Bill—introduce measures to improve protection for borrowers and vehicle purchasers. 

 

In addition to this, there will be a series of Finance Bills to implement the last Budget. Once the Bills are 
published in full, we will have a clearer idea of what they contain.  

 

As well as what was in the Queen’s Speech, some of the issues included in the Conservative’s election 
manifesto were notable by their absence from the programme. Amongst them were social care (which 
will be subject to a public consultation), means testing the Winter Fuel Allowance, the expansion of gram-
mar schools in England, the proposal to repeal the Hunting Act and the Fixed-Term Parliaments Act, 
ending free school lunches in England and the introduction of an energy price cap. Intriguingly, there was 
also no mention of the proposed visit by President Trump, although this may be because a date has not 
yet been agreed. 

Debate on the Address 

Once this is complete, the House of Commons then meets again in the afternoon to begin 6 days of                
debate on different topics before the process of considering the proposed legislation in the speech starts.  

Two MPs are chosen to move and second the debate before the Party Leaders and Prime Minister have 
an opportunity to respond. On this occasion, Conservative MPs, Richard Benyon and Kwasi Kwarteng 
were given the role. Their speeches are supposed to reflect on the occasion, their personal contribution 
and their constituencies. The full debate is here, but below are some extracts from the afternoon’s 
speeches; 

Richard Benyon (Newbury, Con): I am not the first Richard Benyon to 
have been asked to move the Loyal Address. My great-great-grandfather 
was the MP for Berkshire between 1860 and 1876. Although he was a 
great man in many ways, there is no record of him ever troubling Han-
sard with any speech, even a maiden speech. He was asked by Disraeli to 
move the Loyal Address in 1869, but replied that, though mindful of the 
honour, as a matter of principle he never spoke in Parliament. As you 
know, Mr Speaker, my father was one of your predecessors as the Mem-
ber for Buckingham. He told that story to Speaker Thomas, who clasped 
a hand to his head and said, “How I wish there were more like him in the 
House today.”  

 

https://goo.gl/bKNHqn
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Kwasi Kwarteng (Spelthorne, Con): In conclusion, 
Mr Speaker—[Hon. Members: “More!”] The last 
few months have been, by any standards, horrific. I 
never thought I would live to see barriers erected 
on Westminster bridge. The attacks on innocent 
people—even within the parliamentary estate or, 
most recently, at the Finsbury Park mosque—have 
rightly disgusted the overwhelming majority of  
decent people in this country. Neither did I think 
that I would see a tower, with 500 people sleeping 
in their homes, go up in flames. The appalling 
scenes of devastation in west London last week 
can never be forgotten. 

We can talk of tradition and history, but at a time like the present we must be mindful of human                 
suffering. It is at times like last week that we in this House are reminded of the solemn duties and grave 
responsibilities that we have been called on by our constituents, and the whole country, to discharge. The 
recent terrible events remind us of the awe-inspiring trust with which we have been endowed. It is in this 
rather sombre and reflective mood that I commend the Gracious Speech to the House. 

Jeremy Corbyn: Nothing could emphasise that chaos more than the Queen’s Speech we have just heard: a 
threadbare legislative programme from a Government who have lost their majority and apparently run 
out of ideas altogether. This would be a thin legislative programme even if it was for one year, but for two 
years—two years? There is not enough in it to fill up one year. 

It is therefore appropriate to start by welcoming what is not in the speech. First, there is no mention of 
scrapping the winter fuel allowance for millions of pensioners through means-testing. Can the Prime                
Minister assure us that that Conservative plan has now been withdrawn? Mercifully, neither is there any 
mention of ditching the triple lock. Pensioners across Britain will be grateful to know whether the Tory 
election commitment on that has also been binned. 

The Prime Minister: Let me be absolutely clear. The support on the ground for families in the initial hours 
was not good enough. People were left without belongings, without a roof over their heads, and without 
even basic information about what had happened, what they should do and where they could seek help. 
That was a failure of the state—local and national—to help people when they needed it most. As Prime 
Minister, I apologise for that failure and, as Prime Minister, I have taken responsibility for doing what we 
can to put things right. That is why each family whose home was destroyed is receiving a down payment 
from the emergency fund so that they can buy food, clothes and other essentials, and all those who have 
lost their homes will be rehoused within three weeks.  

Thursday 

The Prime Minister coming to the House to make a statement is a fairly infrequent event, saved only for 
the most serious of occasions or for reporting back on international gatherings such as the European 
Council; most of the time Ministers deliver statements on policy issues related to their departments. On 
Thursday morning, the Prime Minister made a statement on the Grenfell Tower fire and took questions 
on the initial response and public inquiry that has been established.  

Prime Minister: We already know that many children are among the dead and that in some cases whole 
families perished. Those who survived have lost loved ones, friends, neighbours and, in many cases,                   
everything they own. It should never have happened. In a few moments, I shall say how we will discover 
why it did, but, as I said yesterday, that initial failure was then compounded by the fact that the support 

https://goo.gl/snBbxw
https://goo.gl/5CYFWa
https://goo.gl/z4fk27
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-06-22/debates/E4B84F46-4699-4725-BBE4-AA724C3A0191/GrenfellTower
https://goo.gl/JQ81Eg


THIS  WEEK IN PARLIAMENT MADELEINE MOON 
Page 6 

 

on the ground in the initial hours was not good enough. As Prime Minister, I have apologised for that             
second failure and taken responsibility for doing what we can to put it right.  

For too long residents have been overlooked and ignored. We will ensure that they are involved in every 
step of this process. No stone will be left unturned in this inquiry, and there will be nowhere for any guilty 
parties to hide. I am clear that we cannot wait for ages to learn the immediate lessons, so I expect that the 
chair of the inquiry will want to produce an interim report as early as possible. 

Jeremy Corbyn: The inquiry must also address whether the advice given to tenants to stay in their homes 
was correct; what advice should be given to the people living in the 4,000 other tower blocks around this 
country in the event of similar disaster; why sprinklers were not installed and whether they now should be 
retro-fitted into all tower blocks—we need urgent answers to that question—whether the cladding used 
was illegal, as the Chancellor has suggested, and whether it should be banned entirely; and what wider 
changes must be urgently made to building regulations.  

Mr. Richard Bacon (South Norfolk, Con): In recent years, London has seen many high-quality high rises 
being built, often financed with hot foreign money, and then left empty for years, sometimes with their 
kitchens clingfilmed and pristine. We all understand that a landlord will need to leave an apartment empty 
from time to time, but does the Prime Minister think that when brand-new properties are left empty for 
many years it is right that she discuss with her right hon. Friend the Chancellor of the Exchequer changing 
the taxation regime so that, as happens in New York City, such people face punitive taxes?  

Maiden Speeches 

Newly elected MPs  are required to make a maiden speech as part of the process of becoming a fully 
fledged member of the House of Commons. MPs can ask questions and make interventions prior to              
making their maiden speech, but traditionally this marks their introduction to the House. The House         
authorities advise on its format—you can read more background here; 

 A maiden speech is usually uncontroversial and fairly brief, including a tribute to the Member’s               
predecessor in the seat, irrespective of party, and favourable remarks about the constituency. It is a                
tradition that a maiden speech is heard without interruption and that the next speaker praises the new 
MP’s first contribution.  

The new Labour MP for Kensington, Emma Dent Coad launched her Parliamentary career on Thursday 
after the most difficult of weeks for her constituency; 

I was born in Chelsea, went to school in Hammersmith and have lived 
in North Kensington for half my life; the constituency is in my DNA. As 
MP for both Harrods and the Notting Hill carnival, I hope to ensure 
that all my communities are cared for. I know, because I have spoken 
to many of them, that the good people of South Kensington have had 
their eyes opened in the past week and are asking the same questions 
that we are asking in North Kensington. The horror and fear of this 
man-made catastrophe will be etched in all our hearts forever. The 
tears may never stop, and I know that from the grief etched on the 
faces of people in Ladbroke Grove and from the total strangers                  
approaching me for comfort, reassurance, a question, a hug, to share 
their fears and disbelief that such horror could be visited upon our 
neighbourhood . 

https://goo.gl/xFoti6
https://goo.gl/6ySqKa
http://www.parliament.uk/site-information/glossary/maiden-speech/
https://goo.gl/m5a7HR
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2017-06-22/debates/D048EA7D-334D-4AB9-8E84-FE07D769DB53/HousingAndSocialSecurity

